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CHAPTER XV.

GENERAL HELLENIC INSTITUTIONS.

I.— Hellenism and the Amphikttonies.

»> C Aj«v E M NO N AX IAAEYJ AOHNA
NES.TX1P

ILIAC TABLE. 2

W'E have now made the circuit of the Mediterranean from

Lykia to Massalia, and from Kyrene to Macedon. The

most noteworthy fact which we have remarked is the twofold

movement of expansion without and

isolation within. The Greeks people

all coasts, and divide themselves into

as many States as they have built ham-

lets. Sovereign power is, in their

eyes, essentially municipal. 1 To form

a State they need nothing more than

a fortified enclosure wherein to collect

their harvests or find shelter in case

of need; and even less than this will

suffice. A sterile rock is too vast for one republic. The island of

the Phaiakians had twelve chiefs, over whom Alkinoos had scarcely

any supremacy. He was a king of the Homeric age; but the

Greece of history kept the same customs. Islands like Peparethos

1 The city is an essentially Greek product. (See Taine, Philosophic de I'art, I. ii. § 5.)

2 Fragment of a relief known as the Iliac Table, now in the Museum of the Capitol (from

O. Jahn, Grieckische Bilderchroniken, pi. 1, A). This relief, badly mutilated and in a much

poorer state of preservation than is here indicated, was discovered on the Appian Way, in the

ruins of the city of Bovilla:. It is doubtless not of earlier date than the first century of the

Kuipire, and was probably, like maps and globes, used in the instruction of youth. It is a sort

of illustrated summary of the Iliad, and the pupil, questioned as to some book or passage of the

poem, had this before his eyes. The scene represented here is taken from book i., lines 54

et seq. The Greeks in arms meet and deliberate. In the foreground is Agamemnon (ArAMEM-

NQN), sword in hand, and Nestor (NE2TQP). Both are seated. Achilleus (AXIAAEY2), at

the right, advances, drawing his sword ; but Athene (AOHNA), standing behind him, has seized

him by the hair, and holds him back (v. 197 et seq.).
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and Amorgas have each two or three independent cities. The people

of Megaris boasted, when they offered their citizenship to Alexander,

that it had never been given to any since Herakles ; and when,

after Aigospotaruoi, Sparta asked them to bestow this honor upon

one of the chiefs who had just aided in the conquest of their hated

rival : " Make him a Spartan first," they said, " and after that

we will make him a citizen of Megaris."

Also the gods are local. When the Pythia was interrogated

as to the proper sacrifices to make and rites to perform for the

dead, the reply was :
" Conform to the laws

of your own country." At the same time

there was an Hellenic religion and a Greek

people ; for all, from Olympos to Cape Tai-

silver coin. 1 naron, regarded as strangers and enemies

all peoples who did not speak their lan-

guage 2 and did not worship their gods. Pelasgos, king of Argos,

reviles the Egyptian herald thus :
—

"Ho, there! What dost thou? and with what intent

Dost thou so outrage this Pelasgic land ?

Too haughty, thou, a stranger 'gainst Hellenes,

And sinning much, hast nothing done aright." s

Doubtless the difference is great between the shepherd— rude

worshipper of Arkadian Pan— and the elegant citizen of Athens

or Miletos; but the resemblance is greater. Besides having the

same language and the same cult, there is a moral likeness. The

horizon of the one is wide, of the other limited ; but both see

similar things, and both repulse what are found among contem-

porary nations,— human sacrifices, mutilations, polygamy, the sale

of children by the father (as in Thrace and at Rome even), and

the servile obedience of the Asiatic to his Great King. Both lay

aside their garments to contend naked in the public games, which

would be a disgrace, say Herodotos and Plato, in almost any bar-

1 Laurelled head of Zeus, right profile. Reverse: AIHA (AlyiaXiav). Pan, seated, play-

ing on the syrinx. At the left a symbol. (Coin of Aigaialos, in the Island of Amorgas.)

2 Four principal dialects were spoken by the Greeks,— the Aiolic, Doric, Ionic, and Attic.

In the Ionic are distinguished the Old and the New, — the former being the language of Homer,

the latter that of Herodotos. The Attic was spoken in Athens during the Periklean period,

and is the most refined and elegant form of the Greek language.

• Suppliants, 914. 915 [Dr. Plumptre's Eng. trans., p. 170].
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barian country; but in another range of facts, both, with a

in" of their common origin, will not tolerate the idea that

city should be swallowed

up in one of those vast

States which are so easi-

ly brought together in

Asia. Lastly, the Ho-

meric poems, sung from

one end of Hellas to the

other, are a sacred book,

and make the one ideal

fatherland which Pan-

hellenic Zeus protects.

There is then a Greek

people distinct from the

Barbarians ; and there

is also, as says Hero-

dotos,
1 " a Grecian race

of the same blood and

language," — to 'EXXrj-

vlkov ; and this same

word is later used to sig-

nify civilization itself.
2

This resemblance as

to customs and ideas

naturally induced the

Greeks, without any de-

sign on their part, to recognize some general institutions,

had, it is true, less a coercive power than a certain force

traction and of cohesion ; I speak of the Amphiktyonies, the

games, and the oracles.

feel-

their

TAN.3

which

of at-

public

1 viii. 144. Thucydides (i. 3) says that this distinction is of recent date, and was un-

known in Homer's time; "for though born long after the Trojan war, he has nowhere called

all Greeks Hellenes; . . . nor, again, does he speak of Barbarians, because neither were the

Hellenes, in my opinion, as yet distinguished by one common name in opposition to that."

2 Marble statue obtained from the Borghese Villa, and now in the Museum of the Louvre.

(Cf. Clarac, Mush de Sculpture, pi. 325, No. 506.) Tan is seated on a rock over which is laid

a panther's skin. He raises the left hand, which holds a flute, and in his other hand is a

bunch of grapes. The head is from another statue ; the right arm and the legs are modern.

s Isokrates, Paneyyr., 50.

vol. ii. — 20
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The Amphiktyonies were associations at once political and reli-

gious, formed, as the name indicates, by a certain number of

neighboring States for the purpose of regulating their relations to

one another. 1 Never, except at their latest hour, did the Greeks

rise to the idea of a federal constitution by which the strength of

the separate States might be united and in this way doubled. But

ATHLETES AT THEIR EXERCISE. 3

the sentiment of fraternal union existed among them at all times,

notwithstanding the wars which they constantly waged against

one another. To this spirit is referable the establishment of the

Amphiktyonies. In ancient times these leagues were numerous.

There was one at Onchestos, for the Boiotians ; another at the

Isthmus of Corinth for Athens, Sikyon, Argos, and Megara; a

third in the Island of Kalaureja, opposite Troizen, for Hermione,

Epidauros, Aigina, Athens, Orchomenos, and two cities — Pra-

siai and Nauplia— which later gave up their places in the league

to Sparta and Argos ; others still, at the temple of Here, between

i "Neighbors," d-n-6 toO aprp'i KTi^etrBat, according to Valois. Wescher (Etude sur le mo-

nwn.bilinrjue.de Delphen) always uses the word " Amphictions " when lie means the Delphic

Amphiktyony. The Pylaic Amphiktyony, being connected with the hero Amphiktyon, is spelled

with the y. Both spellings are found in the Delphic inscription.

J Graffiti on a votive disk of bronze, in the British Museum; from the Gazette arche'ol., i.

(1875), pi. xxxv. 1. The athlete holds his dumb-bells in his two hands, and throws himself

backwards, preparing for his jump. 2. Reverse of the same disk. The athlete prepares to

hurl the javelin which he holds, one of the fingers of the right hand having been passed

through the ring of the agkyle, a leathern thong by which the javelin is held in throwing it.
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Argos and Mykenai ; on the promontory of Samikon in Triphylia

;

at Amaryntkos near Eretria, in Euboia ; in the Island of Delos ; in

Ionia, Doris, and elsewhere. The old author of the Homeric Hymn
to Apollo thus describes the festival at Delos :—

"There the long-trained Ionians are assembled in honor of thee, with

their cmhlren and respected wives. But they, mindful, delight thee with

boxing /and dancing and song when they begin the contest. A man
would say that they were immortal and without age, the Ionians who are

there assembled opposite thee. For he would perceive the pleasure of all,

CHORUS OF YOUTHS AND MAIDENS. 1

and would be delighted in mind, both contemplating the men and the well-

girt women and the swift ships and their many possessions.2 And besides

these this mighty marvel, the glory of which shall never perish, the Delian

girls, the servants of the Far-Darter, who, after they have first sung of

Apollo in hymns, and then of Leto and shaft-rejoicing Artemis, sing a

hymn calling to mind the heroic men and women of old, and charm the

crowds of men." 3

A temple was always the centre around which these confedera-

tions gathered, and a religious festival .the occasion at which the

deputies or the people themselves assembled ; for the common cult

of a divinity and participation in tbe same sacrifices were the

only bond known to the ancient Greeks. Never did these leagues

have that most important of sovereign attributes,— the executive

authority.

1 Fragment of the famous Francois Vase, in the Museum of Florence, from the Monum. dell'

Inst, archeol., vol. iv., plates lvi.-lvii. (Cf. Annali, 1848, p. 355, E. Braun.) Theseus (6ESEYS)

celebrates the victory he has just gained over the Minotaur; he leads, to the sound of his lyre,

the choir of youths and maidens whom he has saved; before him are the nurse (©PO*OS ) and

Ariadne (APIANE), the latter offering a flower to the hero. The girls are clad in long tunics.

This garment was not peculiar to the Ionians ; the long tunic was a holiday dress used also by

the Dorians. (See W. Helbig, Das Homerische Epos, pp. 115 and 119.)

2 It appears that traffic had its place at the festivals at Delos, as well as at those of Ther-

mopylai. See later, p. 310 and note 1.

* Lines 143 et seq.
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The most famous of these Amphiktyonies was that which assem-

bled in the spring at Delphi, and in the autumn at Thermopylai,

in the plain of Anthela, before and after the agricultural labors

of the summer. 1 Tradition ascribed to Arnphiktyon, son of Deuka-

lion, the founding of this Amphiktyony ; but Strabo attributes it

to Akrisios, king of Argos. Whatever its origin may have been,

it was certainly very ancient, as is shown by the names of the

peoples that composed it. These were twelve in number,—Th<

lians, Boiotians, Dorians, Ionians, Perrhaiboi and Dolopes, Magnetes,

Lokrians, Ainianes, Achaioi-Phthiotai, Malians, Oitaioi. and Phoki-

dians.2 Severr of these peoples dwelt north of Mount Oite. proving

that this league was formed at the time of Thessalian superiority

;

that is to say, of the earliest Greek civilization.

Each people had two votes, making a total of twenty-four.3

This number remained the same until the time of Augustus ; but

the right of voting was sometimes transferred

from one people to another, or divided be-

tween two branches of the same people.

Thus Sparta had only one of the two Dorian

votes ; Athens, one of the two Ionian votes

:

^J?Y€^'T
l' the other vote belonging, in the former case

to the mountaineers of Doris, in the latter to

the Island of Euboia. The Ozolian Lokrians

(whose chief town was Amphissa) and the Epiknemidian, or Opoun-

tian (so called from Opous, their principal city), divided the Lokrian

votes between them. The Dolopes, having been, on account of

their plundering excursions into neighboring States, deprived of their

1 Later both assemblies were held at Delphi. (Cf. Wescher, Etude sur le monum. bilingue,

etc., p. 144.) The great festival of Apollo, to which the cities sent iheoroi, with its sacred

dramatic performance, its singing, dances, and a competition for prizes in music, occurred every

ninth vcar (iwacrnpis) : later, the return of the Pythian (lames came every fourth year; the

"sacred truce " lasted for a year. (Cf. Foucart, Memoire sur Its ruines el Phisloire tie Delphes,

pp. 121-230.)

- I follow Foncart's list, the successful explorer at Delphi (.If m. sur les ruines el t'histoire

de Delphes, p. 162). Xew discoveries have enabled him to treat the subject more fully in the

Bull, de Corr. Id lien., vol. viii. (1883), p. 439.

3 The Perrhaiboi, Dolopes. Malians. and Oitaioi had among them six votes, but it is

impossible to determine which were the two who had only one vote apiece.

4 Hieromnemon, on a Byzantine coin. IEPOMNAOiuk) AIM CEVHPOC. A Victory ftand-

ini'. facing left, holding a wreath in the ri;ht hand and a palm in the left; before her. a helmet

on an altar: in the exergue: BYZANTIOIU. (Reverse of a bronze coin with the effigy of Lucius

Verus.)
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Amphiktyonic rights, their votes were given to the Perrhaiboi.

Finally, after the Third Sacred War the Macedonians were admitted

in place of the Phokians. In the Amphiktyony, as in every primi-

tive institution, the affairs of the State are plaeed under the protee-

EX-VOTO TO DEMETER.1

tion of religion. Among the ancients, indeed, and especially in

Greece, every act of importance took place at some altar, and was

preceded or followed by a sacrifice. Hence it is not easy to distin-

guish between the religious and the political character in the func-

tions of the Amphiktyonic Council. It is possible even that this

assembly may have been, in the beginning, nothing more than a

religious festival in honor of Demeter. the goddess of harvests, whose

temple stood near Thermopylai. There assembled a great multitude

of men, women, and children. — whole families. — who, having

ended their agricultural labors for the season, came to rejoice to-

gether and to lay upon the altar of the goddess some slight

tribute from the product of their fields. Others came thither at

1 -Marble bas-relief in the Louvre (Frohner, Notice de la sculpture antique, No. 59). At

the right, Demeter, of colossal height, stands, holding in one hand a sceptre, in the other

a cup (phiale), from which she pours a liquid on a circular altar placed in front i>t her. A

file of suppliants advance towards the goddess with a '_r| >at which they are about to sacrifice to

her: these are two men of mature a?e. followed by three epheboi and four young trirls Behind

the altar a l>ov holds a dish full of fruit.
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the same time from motives of devotion, curiosity, or business;

and while the crowd gave themselves up to amusements or to

the exchange of commodities. 1 the deputies of the twelve united

APOLLO DELPHINIOS. 5

tribes deliberated as to public matters of common interest. For

we must distinguish these two elements,— the general assembly of

all the members of the Confederation, or, as Aischines calls it,

1 These markets, or fairs, are like those which were established in the Middle Ages for

the same objects near famous shrines, and were the continuation or extension of ancient cus-

toms. The traders had exemption from tax (ui-«X«a). and. it was said, owed this immunity to

Akrisios. (On the pilgrimages of the ancients, see Maury, Religions de la Gr'ecc, ii. 25 et St </

)

2 Vase-painting (from Lenormant and De Wittc, Elite des Monuments ceramographiqnes,

toI. ii. pi. vi.). Apollo is seated on a high tripod which broad wings bear gently over the waves.

Dolphins, springing out of the water, accompany him; hence the god is called Delphinios.

lie wears a wreath of laurel; with the left hand he touches the kithara; on the shoulder are

his bow and quiver. The voyages of the god upon his tripod are doubtless allusions to the

colonies founded by order of the Delphic oracle.
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1

the ekklesia of the Amphiktyons, which was but rarely consulted

;

and the Council itself, formed of deputies representing the confed-

erated States, who were called Pijlagorai and Hieromnemones.

The latter seem to have been invested, as their name indi-

cates, with a religious character of some kind ; it is believed that

it was their duty to convoke and preside over the Council, to

guard the property of Apollo, 1
to prevent encroachments upon the

domain of the god, to inflict fines upon any who committed such

offences, and to keep in order the roads and bridges leading to

the sanctuary. 2

The Pylagorai, or orators, had the duty of defending in the

assembly the interests of their tribe, and of giving advice to the

Hieromnemones ; the latter deliberated, and appear to have each

represented one \ote. The Pylagorai were allowed to speak, but

not to vote, and were of indeterminate number ; all were called

Synedroi, " those who sit together." In Athens, the former were

designated by lot, and the latter were elected.

When we speak of a Council thus representing all Greece, it

must not be supposed that there was in session at Delphi any-

thing like a governing body having charge of the general affairs

of the country. On the contrary, each Greek State was entirely

free ; and when two millions of Asiatics fell upon Hellas, the Am-
pin ktyons were not seen to take the direction of the defence.

Only after the victory did they reappear and take action. Then

they set a price upon and devoted to the gods the head of the

traitor who had opened to the enemy the gate of Greece ; and

they erected to the heroes of Thermopylai a funeral monument,

with an inscription that has become immortal.

By these facts we comprehend the real character of the Am-

phiktyons. To decree national rewards, to erect statues or tombs

to those who have well served the common country, or to hurl,

maledictions upon the guilty,— these are acts truly amphiktyonic

both in the nature of the rewards and chastisements, which bear

the stamp of religion, and because this lofty dispensing of penal-

1 Wescher {Ltude sur le momim. bilingue, etc., 53) believes the consecrated territory to

have been about seven miles broad, and twelve or fifteen long.

2 C. I. G.. No. 1,698. In the theatre of Dionysos at Athens one of the reserved seats is

marked Upofiv^ovot- This was the place where the hieromnemon of Athens sat.
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ties and honors was the rightful prerogative of the supreme tribu-

nal of the Hellenic race,— the image of the Olympian council of

the Twelve Great Gods.

As a religious tribunal, the Council of the Amphiktyons wielded

among the Greek States a sort of supreme jurisdiction in the inter-

BDRIAL SCENE : THE DEAD LYING IN STATE. 1

ests of peace and mutual conciliation. As the clergy in the Middle

Ages strove by the institution of the Truce of God to put some

bridle upon the violent passions of men, so the Amphiktyons im-

posed upon wars between the members of the confederation certain

limits and certain modifications. It was forbidden to an army

1 Fragment of a very archaic vase, discovered at Athens in the Dipylon (from the Monum.

deW Inst, archenl., vol. ix. pi. xxxix.-xl. Cf. Annali, 1872, pp. 181 et seq., G. Hirschfeld). For

the explanation of the lying in state (npodea-is) ami the funeral lamentation, see above, Vol. I.

j). 306, notes. This fragment, and that represented on the opposite page, belong to vases of

a very remarkable type, of which no specimen has yet been represented here. They are

rases of colossal size, decorated with geometric ornaments and human 6gures distributed in

long belts.

The funeral procession (iiapopa) on p. 313 is particularly interesting. The dead man lies

upon a cart drawn by horses. Accompanying it are human figures rudely delineated. — the

men recognizable, by their spears, with which they seem to be transfixed, the women with

hands lifted to their heads as if tearing their hair. Cf. Vol. I. p. 388, note -I.
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besieging an amphiktyonic city to cut the aqueducts or turn aside f

the streams which brought it water; a city being taken, the vic-

tors were forbidden to destroy it ; during a war, truce must be

granted, when necessary, to bury the dead, for only the sacrile-

gious might be left without burial ; after the victory no durable •

_J
APOLLO, ARTEMIS, AND LETO.1

monument might be raised, that animosities should not be lasting,

except where trophies like those of Salamis and Marathon were

in honor of a victory over Barbarians ; respect must be shown to

those who took- shelter -in temples ; lastly, there must be entire

liberty for all to attend the games, to consult the oracles, to visit

the common temple and offer sacrifice there. Apollo refused to reply

to any, whether State or private person, who consulted his oracle

as to means for doing injury to any Hellenes. Such among the

Greek States was the law of nations : the Amphiktyons were its guar-

dians, and later Plato expounds it in the fifth book of his Republic.

1 Delphic bas-relief in the Louvre (Frbhner, Notice tie la sculpture antique, No. 12).

Apollo, Artemis, and Leto, moving towards the right, where stands an archaic statue of Apollo

on a pilaster. The god is playing on the kithara, and with the right hand presents a finale to

the goddess of victory, who, advancing on tiptoe, is about to pour out to him from her oinochoe

the wine of libation. In the background, behind a wall, appears the temple of Delphi. At the

right an old tree represents the sacred plane-tree which was planted by Agamemnon. This

bas-relief is one of a series, in which Apollo appears as the patron of music, and it is generally

agreed that these sculptures were consecrated to hiin as ex-votos by victorious artists.
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These regulations were accompanied by anathemas :
—

" If any man or city or nation commit a crime, let the offenders be de-

voted to Apollo, Artemis, Leto, Athene Pronaia. May the earth bear no fruit

for them ; may their wives bring forth monsters ; may their flocks fail of in-

crease ; may they be unfortunate in war and in all that they undertake ; may

they perish miserably, they and all their race ; may their sacrifices, illegally

offered, to the Pythian Apollo, to Artemis, to Leto, and to Athene Pronaia, be

always rejected by these divinities."

These imprecations being uttered, the Amphiktyon took an

oath to employ his voice, his feet, his hands in denouncing, pur-

suing, and smiting the guilty. Woe then to the

man who violated the amphiktyonic rules ! For

his punishment the tribunal suspended its own laws

of clemency. In the First Sacred War, at the siege

of Kirrha, the Amphiktyons, by Solon's advice, turned

away the canal that supplied the city with water,

and then sent it back again poisoned with hellebore.

ten years, Kirrha was taken (595), they razed it to the ground

and forbade with imprecations that its territory

should ever again be cultivated. All Greece was

held to be under obligation to answer the first

appeal made by the Amphiktyons, and to lend

aid to the execution of their decrees. Kleis-

thenes of Sikyon, who assisted them with vigor

at Kirrha, received from them in return efficient

support in his projects against the liberties of his native city.

What then was the crime of Kirrha? The city had offended

the Delphic Apollo by levying heavy tolls upon the pilgrims who

came to sacrifice at his altars. The protection of the temple, of

its territory, and of those who brought offerings to it, was in

fact committed to the Amphiktyons. Certain t/«oroi
s from the

Peloponnesos, traversing the country of Megara on their way to

BRONZE COIN.1

When, after

LETO.2

1 The nmphalns of the temple of Delphi, placed on rocks and surrounded hy a serpent.

Legend: AEA*QN. (Bronze coin of Delphi, with the effigy of the Emperor Hadrian.)

2 Leto, under a tetrastyle temple, about to flee with her two children, one held in each

hand (cf. p. 322). Legend: TPinOAEITQN. Reverse of a bronze coin of Tripolis in Karia;

on the obverse is represented a woman's head, veiled, with the legend: IEPA BOYAH.
3 T/tcoria were deputations sent by cities for religious purposes, and theoroi the persons

composing these deputations.
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Delphi, had been attacked by the people of the country and

thrown into a marsh, where several of them had perished. The

Amphiktyonic Council required the execution of the principal

offenders and the banishment of the others. When the temple*

of Delphi was burned in 548 B.C. the Amphiktyons employed the

Alkmaionids to reconstruct it. They had charge of the treasures

of the god, and lent his money on interest to cities or to private

A GREEK CHARIOT. 1

individuals.
2 They had, necessarily, influence over the oracle ; fre-

quently disputes as to other temples were submitted to them.

Thus they decided between Athens and Delos on the question of

precedence in the sanctuary of Apollo ; and the Samians, to retain

under the Romans the right of asylum in the temple of Here,

uro-ed a decree of the Amphiktyons. After the victory of Plataia

they compelled Sparta to efface the proud and lying inscription

she had engraved upon an offering.

Why, notwithstanding these prerogatives, was the influence' of

this Council so limited ? It is because any central authority, deal-

ing with other than religious affairs, was so greatly dreaded by

1 Vase-painting (from Gerhard, Auserlesene Vasenbilder, pi. ccxvii ). Hie chariot is

drawn by two horses, and the driver, whip in 1 -.nd, sits at one side. In regard to the shape

of the wheels, see Vol. I. p. 389.

1 All the more famous Greek temples were banks of deposit; gold, and precious or

important objects, contracts, and even wills, were kept in them under the protectioD of the

divinity. They were also banks of loan, making the best possible use of the sacred funds.
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the Greek States ; and also because, in consequence of the ancient

distribution of votes, Sparta and Atbens, finding tbemselves in

this assembly nothing more than the equals of little tribes from

the neighborhood of the Pindos, had no love for an institution

which reduced them to such a level. At one time this institu-

tion came very near being re-organized, when Sparta, after Pla-

taia, proposed to exclude from the league those States which had

not fought against the Persians. Themistokles had the wisdom

to cause this measure to be rejected, for it would have made the

Amphiktyonic Council, placed in the hands of Sparta and raised

by her to great importance, a powerful means of domination.

During the Median wars and in the eighty years that the pre-

ponderance of Athens and Sparta lasted, the assembly at Delphi

remained inactive and obscure. After the battle of Leuktra, when

the superiority passed to a city in the north of Greece, the Am-
phiktyonic Council made an attempt to act. Thebes found its

assistance useful, and obtained from it a decree against the Spar-

tans. At this time it began to be made by degrees a political

instrument, of which, later, Philip was able to make good use.

II. — Oracles and Festivals.

Otiier institutions, which tended less manifestly to maintain

the unity of the Hellenic race, did in fact contribute to it more,

— I refer to the oracles, festivals, and public games. It was use-

less to offer to the Greeks those federative ties tolerable only to

docile and disciplined peoples. But let the reputation of an oracle

increase, let a splendid temple be built, let the pomp of religious

ceremonies be displayed, and games and festivals, poetic contests

and wrestling matches, be announced, then these Greeks— credu-

lous, inquisitive, lovers of art, of display, and of fame, caught

by the allurements of their tastes and of their pleasures— were

ready to leave the little cities they loved so dearly and gather

in crowds, sitting side by side with lie very men who were their

enemies yesterday, and will be so again to-morrow, but who now

appear to them for the moment in no other light than as mem-
bers of the common family.
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In early times, when the phenomena of Nature made a great

impression upon the minds of men, the science of reading the

future in the entrails of animals offered in sacrifice, of interpret-

ing dreams, the flight of birds, and

the fall of thunderbolts, made part of

religion and of the government of the

State : Teiresias and Chalkas in those

days had great credit at court. As

knowledge increased in the community

at large, men began to be more con-

cerned with the affairs of earth than

with those of heaven. It is an his-

toric law that the supernatural loses

as reason gains.

Perikles and Epameinondas, Thu-

cydides and Lysandros, Euripides and

Aristophanes, conscious of their own

intellectual strength, had much more

confidence in their own reason than

in the dark sayings of priest or di-

viner; but for the multitude, faith

in divination was still so great that

Plutarch mentions it among the things

of which universal consent proves the

truth ; and Plato says :

l " The gods

have given the power of divination

to man to supply his lack of intelli-

gence." Accordingly, it was not to

the most cultivated minds that belonged the privilege of lifting

the veil of the future. The manifestation of the divine will was

only the more conspicuous the more imperfect was the instru-

ment. The blind man, the fool, became to the multitude infal-

BRONZE STATUETTE. 2

1 Timaios, 47.

3 Statuette of the former Greau Collection, now in the Louvre (cf. Gazette arche'ol., 1880,

pi. xxxiv. and p. 203, article by F. Lenormant). A youth, naked, standing, holds in the low-

ered right hand " the branch of Apollonian laurel which was used in the lustral aspersion
;
the

left, extended, holds ... the liver of a very young animal, a lamb or kid." In this figurine,

which archaeologists consider an idealized representation of Alexander, Lenormant recognized

an hepatoscope diviner of the heroic age. This bronze was brought from Egypt.
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lible prophets who must be seriously taken into the account by

the wisdom of the statesman and the experience of the military

commander. Fountains whose water deranged the functions of

body or of mind, grottos whence escaped gas producing delirium

pniNEFS INVOKING THE GODS. 1

or hallucinations, were regarded as places where the divinity was

always present. The fountain of Kastalia, near the seat of the

Pythia, was the holy water 2 wherewith those who came to con-

sult the oracle must purify themselves.

With the exception of the prophetic oaks of Dodona in Epeiros.

whose priestesses interrogated the sounds of the winds and storms,3

1 Painting on a vase in the British Museum (from Conzc, Vorlegeblatterfttr archaologische

Uebungen, series C, pi. viii., 1 a). The blind prophet Phineus, standing, holds out his hands

invoking the gods
(,x

e
~'P
as ava<r\i)v) ; the first word of his invocation, 9EOI, is inscribed near his

lips. Before him is a table covered with viands : according to the legend, every time the prophet

sat down to eat, the Harpies came and carried off or defiled the food. Phineus was kinz of

Thrace, and is accordingly represented with a fillet around his head and a sceptre behind him.

(( f. A. Flasch, Phitu us auf Vasenbihlt rn, in the A rehSol. Z< ihm<j. 1S80, pp. 138 el seq.)

- Before this spring is now a chapel consecrated to Saint John.

8 The three priestesses of Dodona read the future in the whisper of the leaves and the

creaking of the branches, in the bubbling of a spring at the foot of the prophetic oak, and
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there were in Greece no oracles more famous than those of the cave

of Trophonios in Buiotia, 1 and of the temple of Delphi in Phokis,

ODYSSEUS AND THE SHADE OF TEIRESIAS. a

both arising from the same cause,— a gaseous vapor, inhaled in the

latter by the priestess, in the former by the applicant. Plutarch, and

in sounds emitted by brazen vases hung near the temple. Here also it was usual to draw

lots from an urn.

1 The river in the foreground of the engraving (p. 323) is the Herkyna, in which those who

came to consult the oracle were required to bathe. In the. background rises Mount Laphys-

tion ; at the right is a precipitous rock, crowned by a Frankish citadel. A little above the

bridge are two brooks, recognized as the springs Lethe and Mnemosyne ; at the foot of the

rock is still to be seen a chamber surrounded with niches destined to receive ex-votos.

This was the site of the sanctuary of the Good Deity and Good Fortune. Pausanias, who

Consulted the oracle, describes the method of procedure.

2 Painting on an amphora from Nola (in the Collection de Luynes, of the Cabinet de

France). The artist has painted one of those scenes of the calling up of the dead (NtVuin) in

t!»- Odyssey (Ijook xi.). Odysseus is seated on a heap of stones, and leans over a trench

which he has himself dug ; he has poured libations to all the dead, first with mixed honey,

then with sweet wine, a third time with water, anil has sprinkled white meal over it. lie lias

killed a sheep and a ram. the heads of which arc at his feet. Immediately a great croud of

the dead come forth from Hades, "wandering about, the trench on both sides with a divine

clamor;" but the hero draws bis sword and drives them away from the blood which they

are eager to drink, although among them are his comrade-in-arms, Elpcnor, and even his own

VOL. II. — 21
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especially Pausanias,1 have left us a narrative of the strange scenes

witnessed in the sanctuary of Trophonios.

•• When any one desires to descend to the cave of Trophonios he must

first remain for several days in the temple of the Good Deity and Good For-

tune. Whde staying here, he purifies himself in all respects, abstains from

LETO AND THE PYTHON.*

warm baths, and bathes in the River Herkyna, and has plenty of animal food

from the various victims ; for he must sacrifice to Trophonios and the sons

of Trophonios, and also to Apollo and Kronos, and to Zeus the king, and

to Here the chariot-driver, and to Demeter, who is called Europa, and is

said to have been the nurse of Trophonios. . . . The person who wishes to

consult the oracle is brought by night to the River Herkyna and anointed

with oil, and two lads, called hermai, wash him and minister to him in all

respects. The priests do not after that lead him immediately to the oracle,

mother, Antikleia. Finally appears Teiresias, holding a golden sceptre. This is the moment

which the painter represents. Behind Odysseus stands one of his companions. The same

scene was painted by Polygnotos in the vestibule of the temple of Delphi (Pausanias. x. 29, 8).

1 Plutarch, Concerning the Daimon ofSokrates, 21 ; Pausanias, i\- 39,4.

2 Vase-painting (from Lenormant and De Witte, Elite des Monum. ceramog., vol. ii.

pi. 1). Tin' serpent Python, emerging from a rocky cavern, rears itself up to attack Lcto,

who Decs affrighted. The "j.d.lcss Ik.Ms in her arms Apollo and Artemis, and the charming

carelessness of the children, who stretch out their arms to the monster, is in pleasing contrast

with the mother's alarm. This subject was often represented in antiquity. Cf. the coin

<.f Tripolis. p. 816, and, later, a marble statuette from the Gallery Torlonia. (Sec T. Schreiber,

Apollon PythotUmos, ch. vii. pp. 74 el seq.)
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Imt to the sources of the river, which are very near each other. An<l here he

must drink of the water called Lethe, that he may forget all his former

thoughts, and afterwards he must drink of the water of Memory, and then he

will remember what he sees on his descent. And when he has beheld the

statue which is said to have been made by Daidalos, and is never shown by the

priests to any but those who are going to descend to Trophonios, he goes

to the oracle clad in a linen tunic bound with fillets, and having on his feet

the shoes of the country.

"The oracle is above the grove, on the mountain. And there is round it

a circular wall of stone, the circumference of which is very small, and the

height rather less than three feet ; and there are brazen pillars, and girders

that connect them, and between them are doors. And inside is a cavity in

the earth not natural, but artificial, and built with great skill. The shape of

this cavitv resembles an oven ; the breadth of it is about six feet, and the

depth not more than twelve. There are no steps to the bottom, but when any

one descends to Trophonios he is furnished with a light, narrow ladder.

From the cavity is an opening two spans broad and one high. He that

descends lies flat in the bottom of the cavity and having in his hands cakes

kneaded with honey, introduces into the opening his feet, and then his knees

;

and then all his body is drawn in, as a great and rapid river draws any one

into its vortex.

'• "When within the sanctuary, the future is not always made known in the

same way, but some obtain the knowledge by their ears, others by their eyes

;

and they return by the place where they entered, feet foremost. These priests

say that none who descended ever died there, except one of the body-guard

of Demetrios, who would perform none of the accustomed ceremonies, and

who descended, not to consult the oracle, but in the hope of abstracting some

of the gold and silver of the sanctuary.

" And on emerging from the cavity of Trophonios the priests place the

person who has consulted the oracle on the Seat of Memory, not far from

the sanctuary ; and when he is seated there, they ask him what he has seen

or heard ; and when they have been informed, they hand him over to the

proper persons, who bring him back to the temple of Good Fortune and the

Good Deity, still in a state of terror, and hardly knowing where he is.

Afterwards, however, he will think no more of it, and even laugh. I write

no mere hearsay, but from what I have seen happen to others, and having

myself consulted the oracle of Trophonios." 1

The cave was intended to remind the devout of that in which

Apollo slew the Python ; the honey-cakes in each hand were, accord-

ing, to the priests, to protect against the bites of serpents with which

1 Pausanias, ix. 39.
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they declared that the cave was filled. But this manifestly was to

hinder the applicant from touching the springs by which the

descent was managed. Undoubtedly the priests had detected the

intention of the soldier to penetrate this mystery, and they had

accordingly killed him. In many cases the impression produced

by this nocturnal adventure, with the effect of powerful narcotics,

was so serious that it was never quite dispelled ; and an ancient

saying, as to a person afflicted with incurable melancholy, was:

" He has been in the cave of Trophonios."

Apollo was less terrible. With this god of light, who declared the

will of Zeus, sovereign master of mortals and immortals, all was done

in broad day ; the priestess alone suf-

fered from the presence of the divinity.

The authority of his oracle extended

beyond the limits of the Hellenic world

as far as Lydia in the east, and to the

denarius.1

Etruscans and Rome in the west, where

the books of the Apollonian sibyl of Cumse were so highly honored.

Cicero called it the oracle of the earth, and Delphi was indeed

the centre of the Hellenic religion, from the crowd of pilgrims

that visited it and the importance of the subjects brought before

the god, who seemed to be present in this place more truly than

in any of his other sanctuaries.
2

In order that the divine action should appear more manifest,

the responses of Apollo were given originally by a simple and

ignorant young girl, usually a sufferer from one of those nervous

affections which seem common in certain regions of Greece
;

3

later by a woman at least over fifty years of age; and in the

end, as one Pythia was not enough in the immense crowd of pil-

grims who came to consult the oracle, there were three. These

wretched beings were dragged in a feeble and suffering condition

1 Head of the Cuma-in sybil, wearing a diadem; underneath, her name SIBYLLA.

Reverse : a tripod, surmounted' by a praefericvlvm, or vase for sacrifices, and two stars.

Legend: L. TORQVATVS III VIR; a collar (torquis) surrounding the whole. (Silver

denarius of the Roman republic, coined by the triumvir L. Manlius TorquatUS.)

2 The temples where A.pollo uttered oracles were numerous. The most famous, after

Delphi, were those of Patara in Lykia, of Klaros near Kolophon, and of DidymOS near

Miletos, which Diocletian consulted as late as 303 a. d. The order in which the applicants

presented themselves before the Pythia was determined by lot (Aischylos, Eumen., initio).

3 Ponqueville, Voyage de la Grece, iv. 213.
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to an opening in the ground whence vapors were escaping. 1

There, seated on tripods, where they were held by force, tin \

received the prophetic exhalations. They were seen to grow pale,

and tremble with convulsive movements. At first their utterances

APOI.T.O TTPON HIS TRIPOD. 1

were only groans and sighs ; soon their eyes flashed, their hair

bristled, and amid shrieks of pain they gave forth incoherent,

disconnected words, which were carefully written down, and in

which the priest whose duty it was to give a rhythmic form to

the response, himself perhaps a dupe, discovered the revelation

of the future therein hidden by the divinity. So great was the

1 There is no longer any trace of the exhalation of vapors at Delphi ; but the whole

country is subject to earthquakes, and these phenomena are frequently accompanied by the

escape of gases. What one natural convulsion caused, another may have ended. The better

to prepare the Pythia for her delirium, she was kept fasting, — a condition which is favorable

to hallucinations, — and was made to chew laurel-leaves because of their narcotic virtue. In

the temple of Demeter at Patras the worshipper underwent fumigations with narcotic plants,

— the Datura stramonium, belladonna, mandra^ora, the poppy, etc. Cf. Maury, ii. 494.

2 Vase-painting (from the Elite des Monum. ceramng., vol. ii. pi. 46). Apollo, crowned

with laurel, is seated upon his tripod ; in the left hand he holds his bow; in the right a phiale.

The Pythia stands behind him, an oinockoe in her hand. In the young girl in front of the

god we may recognize Kreousa, beloved by Apollo, or Manto, the daughter of Teiresias, who

also had the prophetic ijift.
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ENGRAVED STOXE.'

crowd of pilgrims that it was easy for the priests to gain infor-

mation as to the affairs of States, and even of individuals. What

they had thus learned enabled them to give to the inarticulate

sounds made by the Pythia a signification which was accepted

by hope or fear, and often brought to pass by faith ; for this faith

of the Greeks was not inert, like Oriental fatalism, and a man is

very near success when- he has a convic-

tion that the gods are with him. The priests

were also frequently the accomplices — vol-

untary or from selfish motives— of the rulers

of States. Demosthenes accused the Pythia

of philippizing ; but much more frequently

she hellenized. In times of great danger

to Greece the responses were always patri-

otic, even when ambiguous, and more suited

to bring hope than despair to the minds

of the Greeks. At Olympia it was not

permitted to the diviners to utter a prophecy discouraging to

the Hellenes.

The oracles, moreover, were in general the guardians of indi-

vidual morality. Glaukos wishes to keep a treasure which has been

intrusted to his care, but before doing so he consults the oracle,

and is shown the woes reserved for the perjurer. The people of

Sybaris put to death a flute-player who has taken shelter at an

altar ; the Pythia makes known to them the vengeance of the

gods, which hangs over them and will destroy their city. A man

basely abandons his comrade to the attack of murderers, and

she will not answer him at all. Being asked, " Who is the hap-

piest of men ? " she replies, " Phaidios, who has died for his

country." To Gyges, master of a great kingdom, she prefers a

poor old man peacefully cultivating his farm in Arkadia. She

even censures cities and men for their vanity. Anacharsis claims

to be the wisest of the human race, and M igara the first of

Greek cities. The oracle, in replying to them, attributes the

highest wisdom to an obscure mountaineer of Oite, and assigns

1 Apollo antl the Pythia. Engraved stone in the Museum of Berlin (from Miiller-

Wieseler, Denkmaler der alien Kunst, vol. ii. pi. xii. Xo. 134 e). Apollo, seated on an altar

wreathed with laurel, holds his lyre in the left hand. Standing near him is the Pythia, who

leans upon a staff.
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to Megara only the tenth rank in Hellas. On the pediment of

the temple is engraved in letters of gold these words, the source

of all morals, YvwOi creavrof, and this, Mr/Sev dyav} In all

things a due measure,— moderation in one's desires, the equi-

librium of faculties, the life of the soul well ordered. The god

of Delphi, enlightening the mind as well as the world, deserves

VASE-PAINTING s

indeed to become, in pagan theology, the universal god, the

deus certus of Aurelian, the Divine Being worshipped by Julian.

But in thus interposing in human affairs the god, however obscure

his responses might usually be, was in danger of compromis-

ing his authority when the event proved manifestly in contradic-

tion to what the oracle had foretold ; and in revealing the future

he presented also the temptation to employ all means to avert

1 "Know thyself," and "Not too much of anything" (Pausanias, x. 24). llesiod at an

earlier dav savs (Works and Days, i. 40) : "They do not understand that often half is better

than the whole."

- The Erinyes pursuing a suppliant who has taken refuse at an altar. Vase-painting (from

Miiller-Wieseler, Denkmaler der alien Kunst, vol. ii. pi. xiii. No. 148). Orestes, kneeling on ;'ue

base of the omphalos, near which are the sacred laurel and tripod, defends himself, sword in

hand, from two Erinyes armed, — one with a torch, the other with a serpent. Apollo, standing

behind the tripod and holding a laurel-branch in his left hand, extends the right over the

suppliant who has claimed his protection. (See Overbeck, Bildwerke zum Thebischen und

Troischen Heldenkreis, p. 710, No. 51.)
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the peril or secure the advantage. Hence sometimes the commis-

sion of crimes, as is shown in the legends of Oidipous, Orestes,

and Kypselos.

We may remark, however, that the oracles take for granted

a belief in the direct intervention of the gods in human affairs

;

that is to say, the action of Providence as opposed to fatalism.

The ancient Greeks believed that by prayer and sacrifice they

gained the protection of the immortals, and that the Erinyes were

always at hand to punish human crimes. With this twofold

conviction morals were safe. It was the Stoics who established

fatalism as a philosophic doctrine, and by a fortunate contradic-

tion Stoicism became at last a great school of morality, as was

Calvinism, notwithstanding its theory of predestination, and Jan-

senism, notwithstanding its doctrine of grace. The human heart

often corrects the errors of logic.

The Greeks loved their oracles. An inquisitive and impatient

people, they wished to know everything, even the future. The

enigmatic utterance pleased them ; it tried the subtlety of their

minds ; they loved also the pomp and splendor of festivals, so

brilliant under their radiant sky, and they marked by religious

festivities the great phases of their national existence as the

phenomena of the physical and moral life which seemed to them

a benefit, a counsel, or a menace from the gods.

Plato found a social motive for these solemnities besides the

religious reason. " The gods," he says, " touched with compas-

sion for the human race, which Nature condemns to labor, have pro-

vided for intervals of repose in the regular succession of festivals

instituted in their own honor." ' The Greeks so fully appreciated

this reason that they increased these intervals until the time of

repose nearly equalled that of labor. More than eighty da}-s in

the year were occupied at Athens with shows and festivals.

These games and shows were not the useless relaxation of an

idle crowd like the Roman populace under the Caesars ; they were

a part of the national religion and ritual ;

2 they were a great

1 Laws, ii. 1.

2 Sometimes, even, of diplomacy. Teos. sending a deputation to Knossos, placed amon;

the ambassadors a skilful musician, who played to them melodies of the old poets; and to

another Kretan city sent a compilation of all the texts in verse and prose which concerned
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school of patriotism and art. and even of morals. " The Muses,"

says Plato, "and Apollo, their leader, preside at them, and cele-

brate them with us." The guilty man was banished from them
;

but the poor, and even the slave, had his share in the national

holidays. At the great Athenian Dionysia the chains of the pris-

oners fell off, that they also might celebrate the joyous festival

of the divinity who drives away dull care and makes the mind

as free as the speech. While this festival lasted, the slave had

no master, the captive no jailers. In Krete, on the day of the

Hermaia, slaves were served at table by their masters.

Every city has its own special festivals, and on such occasions

seats were reserved for the inhabitants of an allied city, a colony, or

the metropolis. As soon as the service of the god began, public

affairs were suspended, the tribunals adjourned, payments were post-

poned, and the punishment of debtors or of criminals, and even, at

Sparta, decisions, however important to the safety of the State. Men
would not try to serve two masters,— the public, and the divinity.

Demosthenes quotes an Athenian law which punished the viola-

tion of holiday repose,1 and recognized as crimes against the State

offences committed against those who, having official duties in these

festivals, wrore " the wreath in token of public authority." 2

As in Europe in the Middle Ages, corporations, trades, even each

age and sex, had their own patrons and their festivals. Thus at

Athens, sailors, smiths, and doubtless many others ; at Sparta, nurses ;

in many cities, slaves. Young men, young girls, married women, had

their particular forms of devotion, and families had their saints,

whom we call heroes or daimons, while at the same time all classes

performed at the altars of the common gods the ordinary rites on

occasions of birth, marriage, and death.

And again, as in the Middle Ages, the priests, to amuse the

worshippers for a few minutes, on certain days opened the churches

for festivals not very edifying. Delos had its burlesque rites. His

prayers being ended, the pilgrim must run round the great altar of

the history and poetic antiquities of Krete (Corp. inscr. Graec, Nos. 3,035 and 3,057). How
artistic and poetic was this people

!

1 Against Timokrates, "29.

2 This is the foundation of the argument of Demosthenes, Against Midias. The wreath

was of myrtle for magistrates and official orators in the exercise of their functions. During

the festivals the choregos sometimes adorned himself with a crown of gold. (Ibid.')
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Apollo, scourged by the priests as he ran, and bite the trunk of the

olive-tree, his hands tied behind his back, "which the Delian nymph

invented," says Kallimachos, " as sports and food for laughter to the

young Apollo." *

I will speak of but three of these festivals,— one, in which

appeared the shameful orgiastic side of ancient naturalism ; another,

characterized by the utmost magnificence of religious ceremonies

;

a third, embodying those moral ideas so rarely contained in a pagan

cult. Tbese are the festivals of Dionysos, the great Panathenaia,

and the Thesmophoria.

The early festival of Dionysos was exceedingly simple, Plutarch

tells us,— a rustic procession carrying a vine-wreathed jar of wine

and a basket of fi«;s. Dionvsos presided over agricultural labors, and

these, in a country which had but little grain, were chiefly the work

of the vine-dresser. Accordingly, he was especially the god of the

grape, and at every stage in the growth of the grape and of the

wine-making there were Dionysia. There was a procession and

games at the approach of the vintage-time. Young men, clad in

the long Ionian robe, carried vine-branches with then- clusters of

grapes, and branches of the olive-tree with its fruits also just at

maturity. And they sang: " divine branches, from your twigs

flow honey, oil, and the pure nectar which fills the cup that gives

men sleep
!

" This festival ended with a running-match, and the

reward of the victor was a brimming wine-jar.

1 Hymn lo Dclos, 300.

Note. — Opposite is represented a painting on a vase found at Kertsch (Pantikapaia)
;

from the Complex rendus de la Com. archc'ol. de Saint-Peiersbourg, 1861, pi. iv. Upon a beauti-

ful vase, found at Kertsch, the artist depicts the return of Apollo to Delphi (eViSi;/iin) and

his meeting with Dionysos. The god during the winter was accustomed to leave his sanctu-

aries of Delphi and Delos, and visit the warm country of the Hyperboreans
l
- e Vol. I. p. 159).

The summits of Parnassos and the cave of Korykos then resounded with cries of bacchantes

and satyrs, the merry companions of Dionysos. The return of spring brought back the god

nf light to his favorite temples, to the Delphic omphalos and tripod, and the palm-tree of

Dclos. At Delphi, Dionvsos was wont to meet him. and renew with the radiant divinity the

treaty of friendship and alliance which bound them to each other. On the vase of Kertsch,

Dionysos, in holidav attire, the ivy-wreath on his head, the thyrsus in bis hand, extends his

ri_'bt band to the Delphic god; the latter, clad in the himation, which leaves a pari of his

body uncovered, young and calm, grasps the hand of Dionysos. He wears a laurel-wreath,

and holds a branch of laurel in the left-hand. The omphalos in the centre and the tripod

at the left serve to indicate the scene, and the palm-tree in the background is by way of

allusion to the sanctuary at Delos, which will soon see its master return. Bacchantes anil

satyrs share in the joy of their divinity; all are crowned with laurel; one plays the kithara,

another the double flute, another strikes her tympanon. On the left a bacchante plans a

cushion on the seat destined for Apollo.
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There was another festival when the vintage was pn + into the

press. There were first libations of sweet wine and the most sunip-

APOLLO MOUSAGETES.

tuous banquet possible, always remembering to honor the god by

making liberal use of his gifts ; and afterwards a solemn procession.

1 Statue in the Vatican, discovered, with the Nine Muses, in the villa of Cassitis at Tivoli

(from a photograph). This is perhaps a copy of a celebrated work of Skopas which Augustus

brought from Greece to the Palatine.— a work which the Roman poets vied with each other

in praising (Fropertius, iii. 29, 15; Tibullus, iii. 4, 23-40; Ovid, Amores, i. 8, 59; Metam., xi.

Ifi5). "The god, crowned with laurel, sings, accompanying himself on the kithara, his head

thrown back a little, his eyes raised, the whole figure animated with a slight darning motion,
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Half-intoxicated, they climbed into the wagons which had been at

first loaded with grapes, their heads hidden under vine-branches, ivy,

and leaves of different plants,

and wearing skins of beasts

and grotesque garments; and

thus went through the village,

uttering all kinds of jests and

scurrilous abuse, as was for-

merly done in the carnivals

of Southern Europe. Women
specially devoted to this divin-

ity of fruitfulness, and bear-

ing his name, bacchantes or

mamads, formed a group by

themselves, carrying the thyr-

sos,— a pole ending with a

relief from a lamp ix tekra-cotta.' bunch of vine or ivy-leaves,

and frequently adorned with

a white fillet. At certain places stagings were erected. The pro-

cession stopped ; one of the revellers ascended a platform and recited

a dithyramb celebrating the adventures of the god of wine and

joy. Choruses replied from below, and Pans and satyrs danced

about the platform. Silenos, mounted on his ass, jeered at the

crowd, and a goat, led in the procession, was afterwards sacrificed

on the altar of the god.2

with every sign clearly but discreetly expressed, of the inspiration descending upon him, and

the enthusiasm which possesses him " (Decharme, Mythologie de la Gr'ece antique, p. 128). On

one side of the lute is represented in relief the satyr Marsyas; he is bound to a tree, naked,

and about to undergo his punishment. (See p. 191.)

1 Satyrs rearing a rustic image of Dionysos. Relief from a tcrra-cotta lamp from Bar-

toli and Bellori, Veterum Lucernae sepulchrales, pt. ii. fig. xxviii. (in the Thesaurus Graecarum

antiquilatum of Gronovius, vol. xii.)

2 A Dionysiac scene is represented on a sarcophagus discovered near Rome, on the Via

Solaria, in the sepulchral chamber of the Licinii Crassi, where six other sarcophagi have

also been found. (Cf. Xotizie degli scavi di antichita, 1885, pp. 42, 43.) It is given on

the opposite page, from a photograph. There is a cast of this relief in the Ecole des Beaux-

Arts. The artist represents satyrs and msenads dancing to the sounds of the Hjmpanon. At

the left is a satyr with a panther, which he is causing to bite the floating garment of the

nuenad; she is dancing, her head thrown back, leaning upon her thyrsos, and holding the

tympanon in her left hand. Next is the magic kiste, ot basket, whence emerges a serpent

(This tiste we shall find later represented on a bas-relief.) Between the kiste and the altar,

cm which arc two Dionysiac masks, a satyr is dan. ins; in the ri<_rlit hand be holds a crook,

over his left shoulder is thrown bis garment and a panther's skin ; at his feet is the syrinx.
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BRONZE MEDALLION.4

From these burlesque masquerades, these scurrilous dialogues,

these pious and vinous songs, emerged Tragedy and Comedy. 1

Tlies-

pis and Phrynichos limited the dithy-

ramb to a single speaker, and added

recitations to the song ; Aischylos intro-

duced action performed by several per-

sons. And so the dramatic art was born,

of which Aischylos was the father.

The Anthesteria, or feast of flowers,

which lasted three days, occurred in the

spring, when the wine of the preceding

year was tasted for the first time. A
libation was poured to the gods, and

neighbors, laborers, and even slaves were welcome to drink as

much as they could.3 At Athens a public festival was held, over

which the king-archon presided ; and this magistrate's wife had

an important role in the ceremony. Personifying the city and

the mystic spouse of Dionysos, she was seated in a chariot at

the side of an ancient image of the god, and drove to the tem-

ple of Limnai. Other women, representing Nymphs, Hours, and

Bacchantes, formed the nuptial procession ; and at the temple was

celebrated the mystic union, the tepos yajj.o<z of Dionysos and

Athens.4

These were joyful occasions ; there were, however, Dionysia

which commemorated only grief and regret. These took place by

night, in the winter solstice, when the vine, withered and appar-

ently dead, represented the god as absent or powerless. Women

alone — maenads or Furies — performed these savage rites on

Xext is a maenad with scanty drapery, striking her tympanon above an altar on which a fire is

burning. Then follow Pan and Silenos, the former with a crook in his left hand, and with his

right holding a bunch of grapes which a goat is trying to reach; a maenad separates him from

Silenos. The latter, overcome with intoxication, leans against a Satyr. A pilaster bearing a

vase, and another maenad, end the scene on the right.

1 Kctf/iT^ox, through villages; rpayov oJSij. goat-song.

2 Dionygjac procession. Dionysos. holding a thyrsos ornamented with fillets, seated upon

a chariot drawn by a panther and a goat. Eros is riding on the goat : beyond is a maenad

playing the tympanon, and a satyr shaking castanets. The legend is : EHI A AIA IlirPHTOC

ACIAP AAOAIKEQN NEQKOPQN. Bronze medallion, with the effigy of Caracalla, struck at

Laodikeia in Phrygia, neokoros, under the authority of the asiarch. Lucius Aelius Pigres.

3 Pseudo-Demosthenes, Against Neaira, 73.

4 On the subject of this festival see Gazette arche'ol. (1«79), pp. 8 et teq.
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the slopes of Parnassos and the summits of Taygetos. or in the

plains of Macedon and Thrace. Among the Dorians these women

preserved some regard for decorum ; but in Boiotia, with dishev-

HERMES CARRYING THE INFANT DIONYSOS TO SILENOS. 1

el led hair and torn garments they ran through the woods, bearing

torches and beating cymbals, with savage screams and violent

gestures. A nervous excitement brought distraction to the senses

and the mind, and showed itself in wild language and gestures,

1 K rater of Vulci, in the Vatican (from a photograph. Cf. Museo Etrusco Gregoriano,\o\.i\.

pi. xxxvi. 1 a). Hermes, identified by his petasos, eaduceus, and winded ankles, commits the

infant Dionysus to Silenos; the hitter is seated, holding a thyrsos in his left hand; two female

figures, doubtless nymphs, complete the group. Cf. the celebrated vase of the Museum of

Naples, signed by the Athenian Salpion : Hermes, followed by two satyrs and a msenad,

commits the young Dionysos to the nymphs (Museo Borbonico, vol. i. pi. xlix.).
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and the coarsest excesses were an act of devotion. When the

mienads danced madly through the woods, with serpents wreathed

about their arms, a thyrsos or a dagger in their hands, with

which they struck at

those whom they met

;

when intoxication and the

sii^ht of blood drove the

excited throng to frenzy,

— it was the god acting

in them, and consecrating

them as his priestesses.

Woe to the man who

should come upon these

Mysteries, he was torn in

pieces ; even animals were

thus killed, and the mce-

nads devoured their quiv-

ering flesh and drank their

warm blood. 1

This orgiastic worship

was never popular at Ath-

ens. The great festivals

of that city were the Pan-

athenaia, which lasted four

days, in the third year of

each Olympiad, from the

2">th to the 28th of the month Hekatombaion (July-August).3 This

was at once the festival of Athene and of all the Attic tribes,

which gathered about her altar as one nation ; this was also the fes-

tival of war and of agriculture, of all bodily excellencies and all

mental endowments. In honor of the goddess who held the spear,

WIFE OF THE KING-ARCHON. 2

1 See the Bacchantes of Euripides.

1 Vase-painting (from Gerhard, Auserlesene Vasenbilder, pi. ccxcix.). The vase is signed

by the painter Epiktetos. This woman, clad in a long chiton and peplos, holding a pomegran-

ate in the right hand and a sceptre in the left, Gerhard, with some hesitation, conjectures to be

the- wife of the king-archon. The pomegranate and sceptre perhaps refer to the mystic union

{Upos -ya/ios).

3 This was the first month in the Athenian year. The lesser Panathenaia were celebrated

annually.
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but who alsa had created the olive-tree and taught mankind the

arts, there was an armed dance, chariot-races, gymnastic contests,

where the prize was a painted vase filled with oil from the sacred

trees; the torch-race (lampadepTioria), at first run on foot, later on

horseback, for a distance

of about half a mile ; the

recitation of the poems

of Homer and other epic

poets ; and, lastly, adding

a pure and holy emotion

to all the other feelings

which must have been

caused by these noble cere-

monies, the citizen who

had deserved well of his

country received a gold

crown in the presence of

assembled Greece. The

time devoted to the prepa-

ration for the great Pana-

thenaia (lepoixrjvia). during which all civil labors were suspended,

was a month and fifteen days.

The frieze of the Parthenon (The Maiden's Temple) still shows

in sculptures, magnificent though mutilated, the lampadephoria,

the chariot-race, and the procession carrying the peplos which

covered the wooden statue of Athene Polias. This crocus-col-

ored shawl, of delicate tissue, had been woven during the pre-

ceding year by young girls of the noblest Athenian families.

THE GAME OF THE ASKOLIASMOS.1

1 This frame (from doxos, beyond, and Xi'fw, / cause to/all), the third day's amusement in

the Anthesteria, consisted in standing, walking, or leaping upon a skin filled with some liquid

and smeared with oil. It was practised specially at the Dionysiac festivals, when the bag

was filled with wine, which became the prize of the victor. The mosaic represented here

(from the ArchBologische Zeitung, 1M7. pi. ix. 1, and p. 1l'9) shows preparations for the spurt,

Dionysos and Ariadne presiding. Satyrs and nymphs surround the skin, upon which a naked

youth is about to step.

Note.— On the opposite page is :i representation of one side of Hiero's cup. (Cf. the

other side, given in Vol. I. p. 381.) Six dishevelled ma?nads are dancing near the hermes of

Dionysos, Three of them carry the thyrsos, and of the other two, one has castanets, and

the other, a cup in hand, seems sinking with intoxication and excitement. The last of the

srroup, at the right, extends her hand towards a large vase wreathed with ivy.
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During the whole time that they were at work, these young

girls, the ipyacrrlvai, remained on the akropolis, in the Erech-

theion, clad in white garments with gold-embroidered capes, and

wealthy citizens vied with each other for the honor of supplying

their table.

In a passage in his tragedy of Ion, Euripides l describes the in-

terior decoration of the Parthenon, the "Chamber of the Maiden,"

as it has been called. A tapestry marvellous to behold extends under

THE PEPLOS AT THE FESTIVAL OF THE PANATHENAIA.1

the partly opened roof, — the precious web representing Ouranos

assembling the stars in the vault of heaven. The Sun is guiding

his coursers towards the West, where the daylight still lingers, and

the brilliant star Hesperos follows in his train. Night, clad in

dark robes, urges her steeds forward, and the stars accompany her.

The Pleiades advance across the sky with Orion, the sword-bearer

;

below them the Bear curls his shining tail round the golden pole.

The moon, which divides the year into months, shines full-orbed

in the sky ; the Hyades, faithful to the mariner, announce the storm,

and Eos, the messenger of dawn, drives before her the nocturnal

l Lines 1141-1165.

» Fragment of the eastern frieze of the Parthenon, in the British Museum, from a cast.

Aceording'to Beule {VAcropole d'Ath'enes, ii. 142) the chief priestess, at the left, is receiving

from the two maiden arrhephoroi mysterious objects which they have brought from the city by

night. Next, one of the praxiergidai, aided by a boy, is folding up the peplos of the last three

years, which he has taken from the statue. Lastly are two gods seated. The interpreta-

tion given by Michaelis (Der Parthenon, 1871, pp. 255 el seq.) seems much more probable. The

objects carried by the figures at the left are seats {8l<t>poi), rugs, while others bring cups and

bowls. These persons are diphrophoroi, as those bringing vases are kanephorou It is not

certain as to the name of the person folding the peplos.
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stars.
1 On the walls of the temple were tapestries representing the

Barbarians in strong galleys encountering Greek vessels of war ; then

monsters (half man, half beast), and hunting-scenes,— pursuit of

APPEARANCE OF EOS.2

lions and of deer. At the door Kekrops, with his daughters, writhes

in tortuous folds. This was the offering of a citizen of Athens.3

On the great day of the Panathenaia, the magistrates, guardians

of the laws and of the sacred rites, led the procession ; then followed

1 De Ronchaud, La tapisserie dans I'antiquite. The author believes that this was a per-

manent decoration; but it has been suggested that if this were the case, the naos would be

completely dark, and that more probably the poet, in describing the sacrifice of Ion, refers only

to a temporary decoration, as in churches at the present day. The book of De Ronchaud is

most interesting, dealing with a decoration and an art to which little attention has heretofore

been paid.

2 Tainting in the bottom of a cup (from Gerhard, Gesammelte Abhandlungen, viii. 3).

Eos, sceptre in hand and standing in a car drawn by winged horses, emerges from the ocean.

The moon and stars are still shining in the sky.

3 Kekrops was represented as half man, half serpent. See Vol. I. p. 172.

Note. The engraving opposite is from the Monum. delV inst. arch., vol. x., pi. xlvii.,

xlviii, n.; Annali, 1877, p. 294; 1878, p. 276.



ARMED RACE.

PI. xlviii. 7, No. !>. Amphora from the Kvrena'ika, in the

.omri'. dated from the archonship of Kephisodoros (323-322

c ). Three ephehoi, naked, helmeted, with Argive sliields,

un to the right.

ATHLETES, PAIDOTRIRES, AND HERALD.

PI. xhiii. ij. No. 11. Amphora from the Kyrenaika, in

the Louvre; dated from the archonship of Theophrastos

(313-.312 b.c). At the left two athletes, naked, :i wreath on

their heads anil a palm-branch in their hands. ,A paidotribet

aud a herald with a trumpet.

PI. xlviii. m. Amphora of very ancient style, undated,

in the Museum of Munich. Four men running to the right

;

ahove, the inscription : Zraoiov avSpwv vine : victory of men

in the races of the stadion.

PUGILISTIC CONTEST.

PI. xlviii. e, No. 2. Amphora of Caere, in the British

Museum; dated from the archonship of Pythodelos (.336-3.35

is. a). Two athletes contend : a winged Victory, holding a

palm, at the ri'_'lit, aud a pugilist with a strigil at the left.

WRESTLING-MATCH.

PI. xlviii. f. No. 5. Amphora of Capua, in the Brit-

ish Museum; dated from the archonship of Niketcs (.332-3,31

n.c). Two wrestlers engaged; on the left another athlete;

on the right a paidotribes, who seems to desire to separate the

wrestlers.

CONTESTS AND GAMES OK THE PANATHENAIA, FROM PANATnENATC AMPHOIHS.





GENERAL HELLENIC INSTITUTIONS. 349

maidens carrying vases required for the sacrifices, and others

bearing consecrated baskets, kanephoroi

;

' then, animals with gilded

horns destined for sacrifice, and these were very numerous, for

eacli colony of Athens sent an ox, that its people might have the

right to join in the festival and banquet ; then, musicians play-

ing on the flute and on the lyre, and a group of handsome old

men, carrying olive-branches ; lastly, horsemen, chariots, and the

great crowd of people carrying branches of myrtle. On that day

even captives were set at liberty, that every person in the city

might do honor to the maiden goddess, chaste and free.

The Thesmophoria, in honor of Demeter, were very different

in their character. Here the idea of the exclusive State gave way
to that of common humanity ; instead of publicity there was

mystery, and instead of a whole city sharing in the celebration,

it was made limited and special. The Panathenaia were the

festival of Athene and of Athens ; the Thesmophoria that of

domestic life, ruled by the sacred laws which the Great Goddesses

had instituted in respect to agriculture and property in land.

Among the ancients the complex idea of fertility was represented

in many different ways. While Aphrodite by degrees came to

be merely the personification of pleasure, and Dionysos of unre-

strained orgies, Demeter was always the goddess of virtuous

marriage, and the author of the earth's fertility in agriculture.

Underlying her cult certainly was the idea of reproductive force,

but always in accordance with natural and moral law ; and her

most characteristic surname was 17 ©eo-yu.o^d/jos, or with Persephone,

tcj Qeo-jj.o(f>6pou, the law-makers.

Festivals in honor of Demeter were celebrated in many coun-

tries, but nowhere with so much magnificence as at Athens.

They occurred at the period of the autumnal sowing ; only

married women could take part in them,2 after having prepared

themselves for many days by fasting, abstinence, and purifications, —
which gave a character of chastity and devotion to rites liable

1 The Metoikoi had their place in the festival and inferior duties; their daughters carried

parasols over the kanephoroi, and they themselves bore jars of oil, — the prizes for the victors.

The Panathenaic vases were of clay, but decorated with paintings. At a later period were

added chariot-races in the hippodrome near Peiraieus, and regattas of the triremes.

2 Every citizen of Athens having property of the value of three talents (about $3,500) was

required to furnish his wife with money enough to celebrate the Thesmophoria.
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to degenerate into license. Some of the ceremonies were performed

by night, and from these men were strictly excluded.

The torch-race at the Prometheia was a more simple ceremony,

but of profound meaning. The torches were lighted at an altar of

DIOICTSOS AND DEMETER THESMOPHOROS. 1

k

Prometheus, and the victory belonged to him who after a rapid race

brought back his torch still blazing. This was done in remem-

brance of the Titan's gift of fire to man, wbieh was the first step

towards all arts, and must be kept forever burning. Another myth

was also commemorated in this festival,— that, namely, which

1 Vase-painting (from Lenormant and De Witte, iZlite dcs Momim. cernmnq., vol. iii.

pi. XI.). Pemeter Thesmophorns, seated, facing to the right, holding a roll on which laws

are inscribed. Before her stands Pionysos, with ivy-wreath and thyrsos; he carries in his

right hand :\ phiali . and a string of beads crosses his breast, as worn by the initiated. Fer-

sejihone looks in through a window at the young god. Behind Demeter is an altar, on which

are grains of incense: in the field are branches of ivy.
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attributed to the Titan (instead of Hephaistos) that stroke of the

axe upon the head of Zeus by means of which

Athene, or the enlightening Intelligence, sprang

forth.
1 To the crowd this was only a pageant.

— at most an expression of gratitude towards

him to whom humanity owed gifts more pre-

cious than those of Demeter and Dionysos; 2

but to some it was the light that Greece had

received, which it was her duty to spread

abroad, and which, in truth, she has spread

over the whole world.

BBONZE COIN.a

III.— The Mysteries ; Orphism.

Certain religious festivals enjoyed popularity for ages, and are

still the subject of careful study ; I refer to the Mysteries, those

especially of Samothrace and Eleusis, renowned as the most ancient

and most venerated of all.

At Samothrace were worshipped the Kabeiroi, whose true names,

hidden from the profane, were revealed to the initiated only, so that

they might, in time of peril, be able to invoke these helpful and

powerful divinities. An old author, however, has given us these

names, 1 Axieros, Axiokersos, and Axiokersa, forming a divine triad,

with a fourth, Kadmilos,— probably their father. The first three

names contain the radicals of the word eros, "love," and kersos,

the archaic form of /copos, a youth, and Kopr), maiden. Axiokersos

and Axiokersa, therefore, may perhaps represent the male and

female attracted towards each other by love, and their cult one of

1 See Vol. I. p. 329, Birth of Athene.
2 The usual appellation of Prometheus was the Tire-bearer,— 6 7rvp<popot 6ebs Tnav

Upop^dtiis (Sophokles, Oidipnus at Kolonos, 5G). The altar at the Akadcmeia was common

to Prometheus and to Hephaistos, whose united images stood in the same place (Pausanias,

i. 30, 2; i. 3, 6).

8 An altar of Demeter; it has a door in the centre, and on it stand three female fig-

ures bearing torches. On each side is a tall flambeau, round which is entwined a serpent.

Legend : KYZIKHNQN. (Reverse of a bronze coin of Kyzikos, with the effigy of the

Emperor Hadrian.)
4 The Scholiast of Apollonios of Rhodes, Argonautics, i. 913.
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those founded on the idea of generation and reproduction, which

at all times so much interested the pagan world. The instruction

given to the initiated appears to have consisted mainly in cosmo-

AXIOKERSOS, AXIOKERSA, AXD KADMILOS.1

gonic notions, striving much more assiduously to penetrate the

nature of things than the nature of the gods. This, at least, is the

opinion of Cicero.
2

Anv man might receive initiation into the Mysteries of Samo-

thrace, but only after undergoing purifications which were an expia-

1 Axiokersos, Axiokersa, and Kadmilos. Triple hermes of marble in the Vatican (from

Gerhard, Antike Bildwerke, pi. xli.). The three divinities are here represented. Axiokersos

as Dionysos, Axiokersa as Kora, and Kadmilos as Hermes. On the three faces at the base

are reliefs representing the Greek deities corresponding to the three Kabeiroi; namely, Apollo,

Aphrodite, and Eros. (Concerning the Kabeiroi, see the article by Lenormant in the Diet,

des Antiq. grecques el romaincs. s. v.)

3 De Xalura, Dcorum, i. 43.

Note.— On the opposite page is represented the arrival of Hades ami Kora in the infer-

nal regions (from the Monumenti dell' Instit. archeol., vol. vi. pi. xlii.). Hades and Kora are

standing on a car drawn by four horses. The artist has not here represented the abduction so

lamented both by Persephone and her mother. He gives us the return («rd$o5or) of the

dess after her stay upon earth. Persephone appears indeed neither despairing nor resigned;

it is the serious and serene bride, the queen of the underworld. A winged Eros follows with

a wreath, and Ilekate in front guides the car with her lighted torches; a god, perhaps Apollo,

seated on the left, prepares to receive the royal pair. Tt is not easy to determine who is the

female figure holding a torch behind the ear. ( See Overbeck. Griechische Kiinstmijlhohgie.

vol. ii. pp. 597 el seq.)
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tion for crimes, and were supposed to secure the individual against

dangers in this world, as well as to confer upon him a better life

beyond the tomb. One of the necessary conditions was confession

made to the priest by the postulant.

Lysandros and Antalkidas declined to make

this confession. " The gods know what

crimes we have committed," said Antal-

kidas; "and that is enough." "Do you

ask it yourself, or do the gods require it?" Lysandros inquired;

and when the priest rejoined that it was the demand of the gods,

Lysandros bade him withdraw, declaring that when the gods should

question him personally, he would reply, but not before.

The Mysteries of Eleusis remind one of those theatrical repre-

sentations of the Middle Ages called also, but in quite a different

sense, " Mysteries
;

" for the Eleusinian ceremonies consisted in a

representation of the beautiful and dramatic legend of Demeter and

Kora (Ceres and Proserpine), preserved to us in one of the Homeric

Hymns.2

"I begin to sing fair-haired Demeter, a hallowed goddess,—-herself and

her long-ankled daughter whom Hades snatched away from golden-sworded

Demeter, renowned for fruits, as the maiden sported with the deep-bosomed

daughters of Okeanos, culling flowers through the soft meadow— roses and

crocuses and beauteous violets, hyacinths, the iris and the narcissus, which

Earth, at the command of Zeus, favoring the Many-Receiver [Hades], brought

forth as a snare to the maiden. From its root a hundred heads sprang

forth, and the whole wide heaven above was scented with its fragrance, and

the whole earth laughed, and the briny wave of the sea. And the girl

stretched out both her hands to seize the pretty plaything, when the wide-

wayed earth vawned in the Mysian plain where the many-receiving king, the

many-named son of Kronos, leaped forth with his immortal steeds and

snatched away her, unwilling, in his golden chariot, weeping and shrieking:

aloud, calling upon her father, the son of Kronos.3 But no one of mortals or

1 Coin of Eleusis. Demeter seated in a car drawn by two winged dragons. Reverse

:

EAEY2. Hog standing, looking to the right. (Bronze.)

2 Cf. Guigniaut, Religions d'antii/uite, in the Eclaircissements of vol. iii. pt. ii. § i.

p. 1098; and Maury, ii. 4ii8—470. This Hymn has 49G lines. It is believed to have been

compiled in the seventh century B. c.

» A very pretty terracotta from the Kyrenaika is believed to represent Persephone gath-

ering flowers. (See History of Rome, iii. 608.) This abduction is often represented in ancient

works of art.
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MEDALLION.1

immortals heard her voice save only light-veiled Hekate, who heard her from

her cave, and King Sun, the glorious child of Hyperion. . . .

" Now, as long as Persephone beheld the earth and the starry heaven and

the much flowing fishy sea and the rays of the sun, and still hoped to behold

her careful mother and the tribes of the gods

who are forever, so long did hope soften her

mind, although grieving. But the heights of

the mountains and the depths of the sea re-

sounded with her immortal voice, and her

revered mother heard her. Quickly grief seized

her mind, and she rent the veil above her

ambrosial locks, and cast the dark blue rai-

ment from her shoulders, and rushed like a

bird over land and sea, seeking her child ; but

to her no one either of gods or men was will-

ing to tell the truth, nor did any one of the birds come to her as a true

messenger. Then for nine days did hallowed

Demeter walk the earth, bearing blazing torches

in her hands, nor ever did she, grieving, taste

ambrosia or sweet nectar, nor lave her body in the

bath.2 But when to her the tenth shining morn

had come, Hekate met her, bearing a light and

bringing news. . . .

"Then went they together to the Sun, who

looks upon men and gods, and they stood in front

of his steeds, and Demeter asked him concerning

her daughter. . . . Then the son of Hyperion an-

swered her :
' Daughter of fair-haired Rheia, royal

Demeter, thou shalt know, for indeed I grieve for

and pity thee much, sorrowing for thy slender-

ankled daughter. But none of the immortals is

guilty save only cloud-compelling Zeus, who has

given her to his own brother Hades to be called

his youthful wife. Her he has snatched away with his steeds, and has

carried her, loudly shrieking, into the murky darkness beneath. But,

1 The abduction of Persephone. Hades, standing in his chariot, grasping Persephone, who

flings herself backward with a gesture of despair. On the front of the chariot Eros, holding

two"torches, lights the way. Under the feet of the horses is an overturned vase. (Reverse of

a bronze medallion of Ionia, with the effigy of Antoninus Pius.)

- Hence the torch-race and the fastins.

* The Eleusinian Demeter. Figurine of terra-cotta, severe in style, obtained at Eleusis,

and now in the Louvre. The goddess, wearing a high Stephanos shaped like a basket, holds

the swine and the lighted torch. (Cf. Heuzey. Lesfigurines antiques de terre cuite au musee

du I.nuvre, pi. xviii. bis, No. •_'.)

FIGURINE.8
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TK1PTOLEMOS. 1

goddess, cease thy great wrath ; it in no wise behooves thee to cherish it.

Hades, who rules over many, is by no means an unseemly kinsman among
the immortals. . .

.' Thus having spoken, he cheered on his horses, and

they at his encouragement bore along the fleet chariot like wing-expand-

ing birds.

" But upon the mind of the goddess fell deeper and heavier grief, and

in her anger she quitted the assembly of the gods upon Olympos, and

sought the cities and rich fields of men, and long

disguised herself so that she was recognized by none

until she came to the dwelling of the wise Keleos,

who ruled in sweet-scented Eleusis. And she sat

near the way-side, saddened at heart, by the Par-

thenian well, whence the citizens drew their water,

in the shade under an olive-tree, like unto an aged

woman, such as are the nurses of the children of

law-administering kings, and housekeepers in their

echoing dwellings.

" But the daughters of Eleusinian Keleos perceived her as they came

for clear-flowing water, that they might bear it in golden ewers to the

beloved dwellings of their father, four, like goddesses,

possessing the flower of youth, Kallidike, and Klisi-

dike, and lovely Demo, and Kallithoe, who was the

eldest of them all. But they knew her not, for difficult

is it for mortals to recognize the gods ; and stand-

ing near, they addressed her in winged words: 'Who
and whence art thou, old woman ? And why hast

thou walked far away from the city, nor dost approach

the dwellings where there are women of thine own

age in the shady abodes, even as thou art, and younger ones also, who

would, no doubt, receive thee kindly in word and deed ?

'

" Thus they spoke ; and she, the hallowed goddess, answered them

:

' Dear children, whoever ye are, of the seed of women, hail ! . . . I have

come hither wandering, nor know I aught what land this is, nor who are

its inhabitants. . . . Take pity on me kindly, dear children, until I reach

the dwelling of a man and woman, that I may willingly work for them in

such things as are the business of an aged woman. And truly I could

carefully nurse a young infant and carry him in my arms, and could take

1 Triptolemos on a car drawn by two winged dragons. Legend : NIKAIEQN (Reverse of a

bronze medallion of Nikaia in Bithynia, with the effigy of Caraealla).

2 Bronze coin. Demeter seeking her daughter. The goddess is walking to the right,

carrying in each hand a lighted torch. Legend: KYZIKHNQN. (Reverse of a bronze coin of

Kyzikos, struck under the Roman Empire; from Daremberg and Saglio, Diet. desAntiq. gr. et

rom., i. 1054.)

DEMETER. 2
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care of the house, and could spread my master's bed in the recess of the

well-built chambers, and could superintend the work of the maids.' The

goddess spoke ; and to her the virgin Kallidike, most beauteous in form

of the daughters of Keleos, made answer :
' O nurse, we mortals must

needs endure the lot given us by the gods, although grieving, for they

indeed are much more powerful than we. But this will I clearly suggest

to thee, and will name the men to whom there is here great power and dig-

ZEUS, HERMES. AND IRIS. 1

nity, and who take the lead among the people, and by counsels and

upright judgments guard the battlements of the city. . . . But if thou

wilt remain, that we may go to the dwelling of our father, and tell all

these matters thoroughly to our deep-bosomed mother, Metaneira, if per-

chance she will bid thee come to our dwelling and not seek for the

house of another. For a darling son is nurtured by her in the well-built

house, prayed for to the gods and beloved. If thou couldst train him up,

and he should reach maturity, with reason indeed would any one of the

1 Vase-painting, in the Museum of the Louvre. Zeus holds the sceptre and thunderbolt.

His two messengers, each carrying the caduceus. are moving rapidly away to fulfil the orders

Zeus has just given them. Cf. Gazelle arcke'ologique, vol. i. (1875) p. 63, and pi. xiv.-xvi.

Note.— On the opposite page is represented the painting on a cup of Hiero's manu-

facture (see another portion of the same cup. Vol. I. p. L74). The divinities are assembled at

Eleusis to witness the departure of Triptolemos, who is assisted by Demeter and Persephone.

The figures are as follows: at the left (next to Persephone in the other fragment) Eleusis

(EYEYsIS) personified as a nymph, crowned and holding a flower; then Eumolpos (E\MOYP-
PCh), seated, with a sceptre in his hand; a swan at his side is an allusion to the king's name,

— it is indeed the tuneful bird (cvpoXnos). Next are Zeus (IE\ s), Dionysos (AIONA sOS),

and Amphitrite (AN<J>rrprTE). The sceptre of Dionysos is a vine-stock, and Amphitrite holds

in the left hand a fish.
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race of women, seeing, envy thee ; such great rewards for thy nursing

would he give thee.'

'• Thus she spoke, and the goddess nodded assent ; and they, having

filled the vessels with water, bore them away rejoicing. And quickly

they reached the great house of their father, and told their mother of

what they had both seen and heard. And she immediately bade them

JL. (^

RETURN OF PERSEPHONE. 1

go and call the nurse, with promise of boundless recompense. And they,

like hinds or heifers gambolling through the meadow in the season of

spring, uplifting the folds of their beauteous robes, sped along the wagon-

furrowed way, and about their shoulders their curls, like unto the crocus-

flower, sported. And near the road they found the renowned goddess

where they had left her; and they led her to their father's dwelling, while

she, sorrowing at beart, followed behind them with her bead veiled, and

the dark robe clinging about her feet. And quickly they reached the

house of Zeus-nurtured Keleos, and went through the portico, where their

hallowed mother awaited them, having her son in her arms. . . . But

admiration and wonder and pallid fear possessed her, and she yielded up

her seat, and bade Demeter be seated. But the goddess remained silent,

1 Vase-painting (from Strulie, Supplement zu den Studien tiber den Cildrrkreis von Eli li-

tis, Taf. iiL). Kora-Persephone (PEPiQ*ATA) is coming up out of the earth, led by Hermes

(HPMES) and preceded by Ilekate (HKATK). who holds a torch in each hand. The attitude

of the goddess expresses amazement at the sight of daylight. Her mother (AEMETEP),

standing at the right, waits calmly, leaning on her sceptre.
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casting down her beauteous eyes, until at length Iambe, knowing prudent

things, offered her a compact seat with a silver-woven fleece spread upon

it. Here sitting down, the goddess drew her veil over her face with her

hands, and for a long time sat speechless,

nor did she apply herself to any word or

deed, but without a smile, unfed by food

or drink, she sat wasting away with long-

ing for Persephone, her daughter, until

Iambe, with much bantering, turned the

hallowed one to smile and laugh and have

an appeased mind. . . . And Metaneira

gave her a cup of sweet wine ; but the

goddess refused it, and bade her, having

mixed wheat and water with pounded penny-

royal, give it her to drink. . . . Then Metaneira said to her :
' Hail, lady,

since I deem thou art not from mean parents, but good ones, since modesty

and grace are conspicuous in thy countenance, like as among the descend-

ENGRAVED STONE. 1

VASE-PAINTIXG.-

ants of law-administering kings. And now, since thou hast come hither,

whatever is mine shall be thine, and cherish for me this boy whom, born

late and unhoped-for, the gods have bestowed on us.' And her in turn

well-crowned Demeter answered :
' And thou, too, lady, hail ! And may the

1 Laws of Triptoleruos. Engraved stone (from Gerhard, Anlike Bildwerke, Taf. cccxi.

No. 13). Triptolemos, standing upon a car drawn by serpents, hands the roll of his laws.

Concerning the laws of Triptolemos and of Demeter Thesmophoros, see F. Lenormant, in the

Diet, des Antiquite's rjrecqucs el romaines at the word " Ceres," p. 1043.

: Worship of ears of corn at Eleusis. Vase-painting (from Minervini, ^Tonumenti inediti

posseduli da Raffaelle Barone, pi. xxii. No. 1). The sight of the harvested grain (riBcpurficvos

a-Ta^uc) was "the <rreat, the marvellous, the completed mystery of the epopleia. " as says the

author of the Philosnphoumena (v. 8, p. 115, ed. Miller). It crowned the spectacle of the

mystic watch-night (natwj(tt) of Demeter and Persephone. On the vase of Ruvo, of which

part is reproduced above, the ears of corn are placed under a little building, and the initiated

of both sexes bring various offerings. (See F. Lenormant, in the Gazette arche'ologique, vol. v.

(1879) pp. 32 et seq.)
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gods grant thee good things ! I will willingly receive thy boy, as thou bid-

dest me, to nurture ; nor, I trust, shall any charms harm him, or deadly

plant, through the carelessness of his nurse.'

" Thus having spoken, the goddess received him in her fragrant bosom
and immortal hands, and his mother rejoiced in mind. . . . And the

boy grew up like unto a god, taking neither food nor milk. I3ut Demeter
anointed him with ambrosia, breathing sweetly upon him, and carrying

6CENE OF PURIFICATION. 1

him in her bosom ; and at night she laid him in the fire like a brand,

without the knowledge of his dear parents. And to them he was a great

marvel how bloomingly he grew, and was like unto the gods in person.

And truly would Demeter have rendered him free from old age and

immortal, if it had not been that well-girt Metaneira, in her folly, watch-

ing by night, had looked out from her perfumed chamber and shrieked,

fearing for her son and bewailing: 'My child Demophoon, the strange

woman is concealing thee in a great fire, and to me causes groans and

grievous sorrows.' Thus she spoke, weeping, and the goddess heard her,

and fair-crowned Demeter, being angry, put from her to the ground the

boy, having taken him out of the fire. And being very wrathful in mind,

spoke thus to Metaneira : ' Ignorant and unwise men, who foresee not

1 Painting on an Athenian lecyth (from II. Ileydemann, Griechische Vasenbilder, Taf. xi.

3). The artist represents preparations for a purification. A woman, perhaps a priestess, is

placing a little pig on the ground ; in her left hand she holds a basket, which probably con-

tains the barley for the sacrifice. On the ground before her, three torches are burning.
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coming good or evil ! By thy folly hast thou erred most greatly. For

let the pledge of the gods bear witness, the water of the Styx, that

yields no forgiveness, I would have made thy dear son immortal, and free

from age forever, and would have given him unperishing lionor. But now

it is not possible for him to escape death and the Fates; but unperishing

honor shall be his, because he has sat upon my knees and slept in my

arms. ... I am honored Demeter, who is the greatest benefit and joy

to mortals and immortals. But come, let all the people build for me a great

temple, and under it an altar, between tlie city and the lofty wall above

Kallichoros upon the jutting hill, and I myself will teach my sacred rites,

so that, duly performing them, ye may appease my mind."

" Thus speaking, the goddess changed her magnitude and mien, having

put off old age, and beauty was breatbed around her, and a pleasant odor

was scattered from her scented robes, and far gleamed the light from the

immortal flesh of the goddess, and her yellow curls were luxuriant upon

her shoulders, and the dwelling was filled with the sheen as of lightning.

And she went out from the palace. But the knees of Metaneira were

relaxed, and for a long time she remained speechless ; nor did she bethink

her at all of her darling son to take him from the ground. But his

sisters heard his piteous voice, and they sprang up from their well-spread

couches. Then one, taking the boy up in her hands, placed him in her

bosom, and another kindled the fire, and another ran to raise up her

mother in the fragrant chamber Then gathering around the child, they

washed him, tending him yet panting; but his mind was not comforted,

for inferior nurses and attendants now possessed him. And they, trem-

bling with fear, kept appeasing the renowned goddess during the night,

but together, with the dawn appearing, they told truly to Keleos of wide

power what the goddess, fair-crowned Demeter, had commanded. And

he, having summoned the numerous people into council, ordered them to

build a rich temple to fair-haired Demeter, and an altar, upon the jutting

hill. And they immediately obeyed and hearkened to him, and built as

he commanded. Then when they had finished, and rested from their toil,

they went, each man, homeward.

" And yellow-haired Demeter, sitting down here, far apart from all the

blessed gods, remained, wasting away with longing for her deep-bosomed

daughter. And she rendered that year a most grievous and cruel one for

men upon the many-nurturing earth, nor did the soil give forth any seed,

for well-crowned Demeter concealed it. And the steers dragged many

curving ploughs over the fields to no purpose, and much white barley fell

upon the earth in vain. And she indeed would have destroyed the whole

race of men by grievous famine, and would have deprived the dwellers

on Olympos of the glorious honor of gifts and sacrifices, had not Zeus
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perceived and taken counsel in his mind. And first he sent golden-winged

Iris to call beauteous fair-haired Demeter; . . . but her mind was not

persuaded. Again he sent all the blessed immortal gods. And they,

coming one alter another, called her and gave many beauteous gifts add

VASK-PAINTING. 1

honors, whatever she wished to choose ; but no one was able to persuade

her mind, and she obstinately rejected their persuasion, saying that she

would never step upon incense-laden Olympos, nor let the fruit of the

earth come forth, until she should with her eyes behold her fair-faced

daughter.

1 Initiation of Ilerakles into the Lesser Mysteries. Vase-painting (from the Compte rendu

de la Commission arche'oloyinue de Snint-Petershourg. 1859, pi. ii.). In the centre are Demeter

anil Persephone. Demeter is seated, wearing the kalathos, and holding a sceptre in her

hand. Persephone stands leaning against a column, a long torch in her hand. Between the

two goddesses the youthful Ploutos, the god of riches, holds a cornucopia. Aphrodite, seated

at the left, with Kros at her side, and another female figure whose name is uncertain, at the

right, occupy the foreground. Behind them, on the right, is seated Dionysos, recognized by

hi- thyrsos and wreath of ivy; in the background is Triptolemos on his winged chariot. The

young divinitv is returning from his long expeditions to witness the initiation of Ileralcles. who

approaches Demeter guided by a personam- richly clad an'l holding two torches; this is the

mystagogos, the instructor of the mystai, or perhaps here the dadouchos. Tn the ri'.'ht hand

Ileralcles holds his club, — his customary attribute : in the left he carries the branch, or/Saicx"?-

which is held by the initiated. He is also crowned with myrtle, as they are. It was only the

Lesser Mysteries into which the hero was initiated, and it is said they were instituted expressly

on his account. This festival was celebrated in Athens, on the hanks of the Bissos, in the

demos Agrai. (See C. Strube, Studien ixber den Bilderbreis von Eleusis, Kap. III. p. 19.
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" Then, when heavy-thundering, far-seeing Zeus heard this, he sent

the golden-wanded slayer of Argos down into the infernal regions, that,

having beguiled Hades by soft words, he might lead away chaste Perse-

phone from the murky darkness back to the gods, so that Demeter,

beholding her, might cease from her wrath. And Hermes was not dis-

obedient, but straightway sped beneath the earth ; and he found the king

in his abode, seated on a couch with Persephone at his side, who grieved

greatly through longing for her mother.

" Then the bold slayer of Argos, standing near, addressed him :

' Dark-haired Hades, who rulest'over the dead. Zeus the father bids thee

lead forth noble Persephone, that her mother, beholding her, may cease

from her wrath and bitter anger against the immortals ; for she devises

a dreadful deed, to destroy the feeble tribes of men. concealing the seed

beneath the ground, and wasting away the honors of the immortal gods.

And she cherishes grievous wrath, and does not associate with the gods,

but sits afar off within her incense-fraught temple, possessing the rocky

city of Elcusis.'

"Thus he spoke; and Hades, king of the dead, smiled from beneath

his eyebrows, and did not disobey the behest of Zeus. And quickly

he bade prudent Persephone thus :
' Go, Per-

sephone, to thy dark-robed mother, having a

mild spirit and disposition in thy breast, nor

do thou give way to sadness excessively beyond

others. In no wise am I an unseemly consort

among the immortals, being own brother of

Zeus. Coming hither, thou shalt be mistress

of all beings, as many as live and walk, and

thou shalt ever possess the greatest honors

among the immortals.' Thus he spoke, and

prudent Persephone rejoiced ; but he had se-

cretly given her the sweet grain of a pome-

granate to eat, that she might not remain forever with hallowed Demeter,

the dark-robed goddess. Then Hades, the Many-Receiver, yoked his steeds

to the golden chariot, and she mounted the chariot : and with her the strong

slayer of Argos, seizing the bridles and scourge in his hands, drove the

steeds straight out from the abodes, and they twain flew along not unwil-

lingly. And swiftly they passed over the long tracks, nor did the sea, nor

the water of rivers, nor the grassy valleys, nor the heights, restrain the

MEDALLION.1

1 Demeter seeking her daughter. Demeter. holding a torch in each hand, standing in a

chariot drawn by two winged dragons. Legend: KOINON n. nOAEQN KA *PONTQNOC

ACIAPKOY KAI . . . Coin of the confederation of thirteen cities of Ionia, struck by authority

of Claudius Fronto, asiarch and chief priest. (Bronze medallion with the effigy of Anto-

ninus Pius.

)



GENERAL HELLENIC INSTITUTIONS. 367

rush of the immortal steeds, but they cut through the deep darkness as

they went. And he stopped driving them where well-crowned Demeter

stood, before the incense-fraught temple ; but she, perceiving, Leaped for-

ward like a niamad on a wooded mountain."

DIVIXITIES AND PRIESTS AT ELEUSIS. 1

Here the manuscript of this hymn is mutilated. The

portion describes the meeting of mother and daughter, and the

inquiry of Demeter whether, by eating anything in the kingdom

of Hades, Persephone has rendered herself subject to his will. She

1 Painted relief upon a hydria of Cumae, now in the Museum of the Hermitage (from

the Compte rendu, 1862, pi. iii.). Cf. Strube, Sludien uber den Bild. von Eleusis, pp. 32 et xen.

The composition consists of five groups of two figures each ; in each group one figure is seated,

and one standing. In the centre we see Demeter and Kora. Demeter, seated upon a stone,

wears the kalathoa and leans upon her sceptre. She turns towards Persephone, who holds

with both hands a heavy torch. Between the two goddesses is a little portable altar, above

which are crossed two sheaves of wheat-ears; these the initiated were required to carry to

Eleusis, in memory of the benefits of the Great Goddess. In the two figures at each siile of

the central group Strube identifies at the left the hierophant, at the right the victim-killer

(Uptit 6 «rt |3u/i<3, p. 39). The latter, in the usual costume of his class, holds in the right

hand a pig, the animal usually offered to Demeter, and in the left, ears of corn. The hiero-

phant, wearing a wreath of myrtle and a splendid stola. partly gilded, holds a thyrsos; behind

him is a tripod. The thyrsos is appropriate for the priest of Iakdios; the tripod, for the

interpreter of the signs in the sacrifices. These two figures turn, the victim-killer towards
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confesses that this is the case; and mother and daughter agree to

accept the decree of Zeus that Persephone shall pass one third of

the revolving year beneath the murky darkness, and two thirds

INITIATION OF IIERAKLES AND THE DIOSKOUROI.1

among the immortals. Then Demeter again restores to the fields

their fertility, and the whole earth is weighed down with leaves

and flowers. She teaches to Triptolemos and Eumolpos the secrets

Athene, the hierophant towards Triptolemos. The goddess is armed with lance ami helmet,

but is without her shield. Two seated divinities complete the composition at each end
; on the

right. Aphrodite, her head covered with a veil ; on the left, Artemis. Each leans upon her

sceptre. Before Aphrodite stands a priest, — perhaps the dadouchos : before Artemis is the

sacred herald. These figures carry long torches. In respect to this beautiful and very inter-

esting composition, see Overbeck, Grieclrischc Kunstmythologie, ii. 675-G80.

1 From a painted vase in the British Museum (Lenormant and De Witte, Elite des monu-

mt nti ce'ramographiques, vol. iii. pi. 68 a). Cf. Strube, op. cit., pp. 49 et seq., p. 54. (Overbeck.

Griechische Kunstmythologie, vol. ii. pp. 669 et seq.) In the centre, as on the hydria of Cum*

(preceding page), we see Demeter seated and Kora standing. Triptolemos is also in the fore-

ground, seated in his chariot. The two goddesses are looking to the right, towards one of the

Dioskouroi, who introduces the mystagogos. The hero carries the bakchos, which has been

already mentioned; the mystagogos holds a torch. At the left, also preceded by a mys-

tagooos, appears Herakles. identified by his club, and the second of the Dioskouroi. In the

background arc the columns of the Eleusinion of Agrai. (On the initiation of the Dioskouroi,

see Xenophon, Hellen., vi. 3, 6.)
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of agriculture ' and the sacred rites by which she wishes to be

honored ; then ascends to Olympos. But she and her daughter

henceforth keep watch over the world, and grant a prosperous life

to those who, being initiated into their Mysteries, continue their

faithful worshippers.2

The festivals of Eleusis were the dramatic representation of

this legend, under the direction of the Eumolpidai, to whom, the

poet says, was given the golden key of the Mysteries.

On the 15th day of the month Boedromion the chief priest of

Eleusis, the hierophant (lepo<f>dvTr)s), always chosen from the Eumol-

pidai, and having the priesthood for life on condition of celibacy,

proceeded to the Stoa Poikile 3
in Athens, wearing a diadem, and

there proclaimed the opening of the solemnity together with the

duties imposed upon the initiated and the Mystai,— those who
had been for a year preparing, under the charge of one of the

Eumolpids, to receive initiation. Barbarians and men guilty of

homicide, even where it was involuntary, were excluded from these

rites ; but every Hellene " of pure soul and pure hands " might

be admitted. On the second day the Mystai went in procession

to the sea-coast, where they received a solemn purification. On
the 17th, 18th, and 19th of the month sacrifices and prayers were

1 See Vol. I. p. 567, on the bas-relief from Eleusis, Demeter committing to Triptolemos

the grain of wheat.
Data semina jussit

Spargere humo.

Ovid, Melam., v. 645, 646.

In 185S was found a curious inscription containing the programme of the ceremonies which

accompanied the celebration of the Mysteries at Andania in Messenia. It begins with

the formula of the oath taken by the priests and priestesses, the latter being required to swear

that they have been faithful to their husbands. It then gives rules in respect to the wreath

and costume to be worn by the initiated, the oath of the magistrates who superintend the

conduct of the women (gynaikonomoi), the order of the procession, and the manner of setting

up the tents ; it establishes severe penalties against those who disturb the ceremonies, appoint-

ing twenty police officers, whose duties it sets forth ; it regulates the appointment of receivers

for the offerings, confers upon Mnenistratos, who seems to be the hierophant, the care of

the sacred fountain ; and it provides for everything connected with the baths, and orders all

officers who have any share in the management of the ceremony to report their doings to the

prytaneis. (Cf. on this inscription the commentary of Foucart, — Le Bas and Foucart, Inscr.

du Pcloponnese, p. 164.)

2 It is noteworthy that the name of Dionysos is not mentioned in this I lymn to Demeter, —
a further proof that the arrival of Dionysos in Greece was comparatively late. See also Vol. I.

p. 331, note 3.

3 [The Stoa Poikile was a portico in the Agora, called, from the paintings which adorned

its walls, the " Painted Chamber." These paintings were battle-scenes from Athenian history.

and are described by Pausanias (i. 15). — Ed.]

VOL. II.— 24
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BRONZE. 1

offered, and expiatory ceremonies -were performed according to a

ritual sedulously concealed from the profane, and further prepara-

tion was made by a day's fasting.

The most touching of these ceremonies was that in which a girl

or boy of pure Athenian race, called " the child of the hearth."

because he stood nearest the altar and the

sacrifice, performed certain expiatory rites in

the name of those who sought initiation into

the Mysteries. It seemed that these sup-

plications, coming from innocent lips, would

be on that account the more acceptable to

the gods,— it was the redemption of all,

granted at a child's prayer.

On the 20th the part of the festival which

took place at Athens came to an end, and by the Sacred Road the

great procession set forth, bearing to Eleusis the image of Iakchos,

who was regarded as the son of Demeter, and

whose name was shouted joyously by the initi-

ated. The road was only about seventeen miles

long (a horse could walk the distance in four

hours) ; but there were many stations along the

way for sacrifices, oblations, and singing. At

the bridge over the Kephissos there was always

much raillery and banter between the pilgrims bronze 2

and the attendant crowd, in memory of the jests

whereby Iambe, the Thracian slave, diverted the goddess from her

grief. The procession reached Eleusis at night by torch-light, and

a stay of many days was made there, the crowd occupied with

amusements of every kind, and the initiated devoting themselves

1 The kalathos of Demeter. Ptolemy Philadelphia instituted at Alexandria the procession

of the kalathos of Demeter, which was placed in a chariot, drawn by four white horses. The

coin above represented commemorates this scene. The kalathos, filled with flowers and wheat-

ears, is seen in a chariot drawn by four horses. In the field is the date Lir (=13). Large

bronze, with the effigy of Trajan. (From Daremberg and Saglio, Diet, des antiq. gr. et rom.,

i. 1071.)

2 The thirteen cities of the Ionian confederation offering a sacrifice. Apollo Klarios,

seated in a tetrastylc temple. Before the temple are thirteen men, representing the cities.

These figures, each with lifted hand, form a semi-circle around an altar and a bull about to be

sacrificed. Legend: Em CTP KA KAAAICTOY IEPEQC IQNQN KOAO*QNIQN. Tn the centre :

TO KOINON TQN IQNON. (Reverse of a bronze medallion struck at Kolophon, with the effigy

of Trebunius Gallus.)
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to their religious duties. The herald, before opening the sacred

doors, cried : '"Let the profane, the impious, those dealing in magic

arts, and those who have shed human blood, depart hence!" Any

one of these found in the temple amid the initiated and those

seeking initiation would have been at once put to death. The

same penalty, accompanied with confiscation of property, was in-

flicted upon those who revealed the Mysteries.

The temple of Demeter stood above the city on the slope of a

hill. A wall, enclosing a space 420 feet in length, and 328 in

breadth, debarred the profane

from approaching the sacred

building or even gazing upon it.
1

The initiated came to it clad in

robes of linen, their hair caught

up by golden grasshoppers, and

wreathed with myrtle. By sym-

bolic ceremonies they set forth

the abduction of Persephone and

her abode in the kingdom of

Hades, the grief of Demeter and

her long wanderings in search of

her daughter. The most sacred

rites were celebrated in the night,

— a time propitious to mystery and that intoxication of the mind

which springs from an over-excited imagination. The ceremonies of

the last night were particularly impressive. The mystai ran about

the sacred enclosure carrying torches, shaking them so that showers

of purifying sparks were flung off, and passing them from hand to

hand, in token of the transmission of divine light and knowledge.

One after another the torches were extinguished, and from the dark-

ness came mysterious voices and appalling images, accompanied by

flashes of liehtnino-. Groans seemed to issue from the earth, chains

BIRTH OF DIONYSOS ZAGREUS.*

1 The Archaeological Society of Athens has made important excavations at Eleusis. Tn a

later volume will be given a plan of the ruins of the temple.

J Persephone, mother of Dionysos, seated on a throne, gives the mystic infant to Eileithyia,

who receives him in her arms. Demeter, standing, a veil on her head, recognizaliU- by tin wheat-

eats and poppies in her band, is present. Eileithyia stands half unclad; Persephone and Deme-

ter are entirely clothed. (Cameo on sardonyx of two layers, 36 millim. by 40. Cabinet de

France, No. 59.)
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clanked, and terror fell upon the hearts of all. This was the most

trying period of the initiation, and the more ancient classic writers

have given no description of the actual occurrences.

After these tests of faith and courage the sacred drama con-

tinued its development. Persephone was restored to her mother,

ARRTVAL OF DIOXTSOS AT THE HOUSE OF IKARIOS. 1

and to scenes of lamentation succeeded scenes of rejoicing ; the

terrors of Tartaros were followed by the joys of the Empyrean
;

the darkness was illumined with countless lights ; the sanctuary

was filled with radiance and harmony- Marvellous apparitions,

sacred songs, rhythmic dances, announced the completion of the

Mysteries. Then the veils fell, and Demeter stood revealed to her

worshippers in all the splendor of her beauty.

1 According; to the legend, Ikarios lived in Athens in the time of Pandion ; he received

Dionysos into hi? house, and the god in return taught him to cultivate the vine (Pausanias, i.

2, 4 ; Apollod., iii. 4, 7). The scene represented above takes plare in the vestibule of a large

house which appears in the background. Dionysos, stupefied with intoxication and leaning

on a young satyr whom he seems to crush with his weight, comes to Ikarios, the heroic type of

Athenian farmer. Ikarios, and his wife, Phanotheia. are reclining at table, near a column

which bears the antique hermes of a divinity. The exhausted god is abont to take his place

near his hosts on their conch, and with difficulty extends his foot to a young satvr to remove

the Bandal, He is followed by his noisy and staggering attendants: first, a satvr bearing the

enormous thyrsos of his master, then Silenos, playing on the double-flute, then two satyrs, one

of whom supports an exhausted bacchante. There are several replicas of this bas-relief, nota-

bly in the Louvre. (See Frohner, Xotice de la sculpture antique, No. 204. Cf. in the Diet, des

antiq. ijrecques el romaines, note 522 on p. 606.)
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We have unfortunately only very incomplete revelations of the

Eleusinian Mysteries, and we cannot follow the order of ceremonies,

some of which had the character of sacraments. The preliminary

purifications, which washed away all stain, were like baptism, and

in drinking the kykeon, the initiated was in communion with Nature

and life. Other rites consisted in the adoration of relics and mys-

terious objects that were received into the hands, raised to the lips,

and passed on, or replaced in the sacred basket, the kalathus.

SCENE OK INITIATION INTO TIIF. DIONYSIAC MTSTERIES.2

The festivals were observed at different periods of the year,

there being three degrees of initiation and three ranks of the

initiated. The Lesser Eleusinia, which were a preparation for the

Greater
(
TrpoKa.6apcri<;), occurred in the month of the first flowers,

Anthesterion (February), when life, awakening in the earth's bosom,

announced the return of Persephone to Eleusis ; the Greater Mys-

teries, in the Month of the Sacred Races, Boedromion (September),

when Nature was about to fall asleep and the bride of Hades

must return to the gloomy abode of her husband. It was only

1 Relief in terra-cotta (from Campana, Opere antichc in plaslica, tav. xlv.). To the sounds

of the tympanon, struck by a bacchante, the priestess leads to the left the person about to In-

initiated, lie, with veiled head, advances cautiously, stooping. An old Silenos comes to meet

them, carrying aloft with both hands a basket filled with fruit.
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after a year that the initiated were admitted to the final order, the

supreme contemplation {ejiojitia).

The human race has always offered to the Supreme Judge the

insult of supposing that he would frame his judgment, not accord-

ing to the acts of a man's life, but accord in l: to his devotions in

the temple ; and certain religious rites have been taken to make

him who performs them the chosen of the gods. The initiated of

Eleusis looked forward with certainty to the eternal beatitude

which, according to Homer and Hesiod, was to be conferred on a

few heroes only. " Blessed is he of mortal men," says the Homeric

Hymn to Demeter, " who has beheld these rites ; for he who is

initiated and he who has not partaken in them has by no means

the same fortune, though dead, beneath the murky darkness."

"They lie in the slime of Hades," says Pindar; "while the man

purified by initiation has understood before his deatli the begin-

ning and ends of life, and after death dwells with the gods."

Sophokles also says: "To these alone is granted life."
1 It was

believed even that during the celebration of the Mysteries the

souls of the initiated shared in the blessedness of the immortals.

In the picture of the infernal regions painted at Delphi by Poly-

gnotos are represented two women who, new Dana'ides, try to

carry water in jars which have no bottom. An inscription says

that they were never initiated, — which signifies that without

initiation life is altogether wasted and lost.

These ideas were not very ancient, for the question of the

immortality of the soul had always remained obscure, and the con-

ceptions of Homer and Hesiod had sufficed to the religious needs

of the Greek mind until the sixth century. Then the road in

which Hellenism moved forward was broadened by three new

forces, — the philosophers, who now began to ask very daring

questions; the dramatic poets, who laid bold hands upon the old

world of heroic legends; and, lastly, religious fraternities, who

assumed to give satisfaction to desires of the human soul more

imperative than those of past ages. We have already spoken of

the earlier schools of philosophy,2 and later we shall discuss the

J Sophokles, Frag., 719 [Dr. Plumptre's Eng. trans., p. 418].

s See above, Chapter XIII. § 4.
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drama. But after speaking of the Mysteries, it is appropriate to

refer to those associations which ventured, beyond the official cult,

into the obscure regions where man was wont to seek that which

might calm his anxieties.

In nearly all religions, outside of the domestic rites, regulated

by the father of the family, and the public ceremonial, subject to

traditional rules under the superintendence of the magistrates,

there have been devout observances, peculiar to individuals, which

were believed to lead to a more holy life, but in fact often led

to dangerous disorder. In the second half of the sixth century

it began to be customary to speak of the books of Orpheus as

containing all the revelations necessary for attaining beatitude.

Aristotle, who does not believe in the existence of this mythi-

cal personage, attributes the verses current under his name to

Kerkops. a Pythagorean philosopher, and to the poet Onomakritos,

both contemporaries of the Peisistratids.
1 Whatever may have

been its origin, this poetry occasioned the formation of societies

in which religious ideas of a more elaborate and refined character

were slowly evolved from the ruder conceptions of the popular

cult. Orphism — a sect half philosophic, half religious, which

found its chosen home in Athens—developed the idea of the har-

mony of the world secured by the observance of moral laws, and

of the remission of wrong-doing by expiatory acts which gave

the certainty of Elysian bliss in the other world. Dionysos Za-

greus— the dragon born in savage Krete or Thrace 2
of Zeus and

Persephone, the goddess of the under-wTorld— and the Dionysos of

the Boiotian mountains, the abode of furious bacchantes,3 were

united by the Orphic believers in one Chthonian divinity, whom
they associated, under the name Iakchos, with Demeter and Kora.

The association was natural ; Demeter, who had sowed the corn,

Dionysos, who had planted the vine, were each other's comple-

ment, as the twofold expression of one force ; namely, the vital

energy of Nature. But the grain which, buried in the soil,

develops, and after the harvest begins a new life ; the branch

1 I.obeck (Aglaopkamus, book ii. p. 313) dates the beginning of tin- Orphic sect from the

sixth century b. c. Aristotle's opinion as to Orpheus is repeated by Cicero, Ih Jfat. Deor., i. 38.

2 Ilerodotos (VII. hi.) speaks of a Tbracian people, the Satrai, who inhabited the moun-

tains and had never been subjugated; they had an oracle of Dionysos.

3 See tin- Bacchantes of Euripides.
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which, verdant in the spring, is loaded with fruit at maturity,

then withers, to revive in another spring-time, — were thus the

symbol of human existence and of the hopes of a future world, 1

and also the image of the passion of the two divinities who, by

turns, seemed to die and revive. With the first flowers of spring

men welcomed the birth of Dionysos ; and when winter came, and

Nature mourned, and the earth was barren, they lamented his

death. Deprived of his bestial and orgiastic character, he became

the representative of the productive forces, the principle of uni-

versal life, the divine mediator between earth and heaven, he

who freed men from their woes by a Dionysiac or prophetic

intoxication in ordinary life, by a moral intoxication in the Mys-

teries, and finally by the felicity promised in the kingdom of

Shades to him who has conquered his passions. Virtue, which

was without merit under the old theology, resumes its rights.

Destiny is no longer the sole master of mankind; 2 the man him-

self is personally responsible, and we have a moral Tartaros, as

we have a spiritualized life. For all these reasons the Eleusinian

Dionysos presided over life and death, and his cult was at once

joyous and sad,—joyous even to license, sad even to severe thoughts

of purification and moral perfection. Accordingly, artists delighted

to represent on sarcophagi the new birth of the saving divinity.

The Mysteries had originally spoken to the eyes; they were

a religious drama rather than a moral or philosophic teaching.3

But the mind could not remain inert in the presence of these

exciting ceremonies. Some of the spectators did not go beyond

what they saw, and stopped devoutly with the legend; others, a

few in number, rose from the sentiment to the idea, from imagi-

nation to reason, and, aided by the elasticity of the symbol,

gradually introduced doctrines which certainly were not there in

the beginning, or were there only in an extremely vague condi-

tion. Demophoon in the fire was a human soul purified by trials.

i Saint Paul, in his First Epistle to the Corinthians (xv. M), employs the same symbol of

the resurrection.

2 See in Chapter XIX. the Oreslela of Aischylos.

» "Aristotle," says Bishop Synesius, "believes that the initiated learned nothing defi-

nitely, but that they received impressions and a certain disposition of the soul" (Disc, p. 48,

cd. Petau). I believe that these words contain the entire truth as to the Mysteries of Eleusis.

But is there not often more force in emotions produced in the soul than in arguments submitted

to the mind'.'
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Persephone and Dionysoa in the under-world represented the appar-

ent death of the human race, and their restoration to Olympos

typified its renewed life and immortality. Later still, these ideas

became more dehnite. and there grew up amid the Mysteries a

purified polytheism resembling in certain of its tendencies the

spiritual character of the Christian religion.

PURIFICATION OF THESEUS. 1

Diodorus Siculus believed that initiation rendered men better.
2

Was not that Athenian one of the initiated who, in secret, gave

dowries to poor girls, ransomed captives, and interred the dead,

all without hope of reward? 3 The heroes of Homer esteemed

happiness to consist of power and pleasure; the initiated were

required to seek it in self-control and devotion. This was the

moral evolution which had taken place.

But if the new beliefs could carry some souls into high regions,

they were not able to set free all minds from that old naturalism

which in the East had instigated licentiousness by consecrating it;

1 Vase-painting (from the Gazette arche'ol, vol. ix., 1884, pi. xliv.-xlvi., and p. 352, l)e

Witte). The vase belongs to a collection of antiques in the Hotel Lambert, Paris. In the

centre, Theseus, entirely nude, kneels with the right leg; possibly the spotted skin of some

animal is extended beneath him. Three women, clad in the long chiton and peplos, stand

behind him ; the first holds a vase in her right hand ; the two others carry long, lighted torches.

Tn front of Theseus are two women, of whom one raises the right arm and supports the elbow

with her left hand, while the other spreads her arms wide and has a phiale in her left hand.

At the extreme right is a large receptacle in which is a tall hydria. Whether or no we admit

that the principal figure is Theseus seeking purification after killing the robbers, it seems to

be clear that Lenormant and De Witte have correctly explained the meaning of the scene.

« v. 49, 6.

3 Lysias, six. 59.
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and as they appeal* J especially to the imagination, they produced,

even among the initiated, a nervous excitement which might degen-

erate into license in language and conduct. Moreover, skilful char-

latans, magicians, and miracle-workers took advantage of the hopes

held out to the adepts. A century had not passed after the intro-

duction of Orphism before we find Euripides mocking at the con-

tractors in expiatory rites, the op^eoreXeoTcu, who undertake to

teach to the timid and wealthy the means of compelling the gods

to favor them, and sell in the streets amulets to protect against all

evils, and indulgences by which even ancestral wrong-doing may

be effaced.
1

This sometimes unconscious traffic in human folly is of all

times; diviners and sorcerers are found among the negroes of

Africa, the American Indians, and the savages of Oceanica, as

they were found among the well-organized communities of the

ancient world. Fortunately for the Greeks, neither impure mysti-

cism nor sincere mysticism were anything more than an incident

of little importance in the Hellenic religion, which, with many

moral failings, still preserved its character of a cult born in the

sunlight and vivified with a poetic inspiration.

IV. — The National Games.

" The gods," says Pindar. " love the games." Greece as a

nation celebrated four,— the Isthmian, near Corinth, in honor of

Poseidon
;

2 the Nemean, in Argolis, every second year
;
and those

of Delphi and Olympia. which eclipsed all the rest.

In the beautiful plain of Kirrha the Pythian Games were

1 Hippolytos. 953 ; Theophrastos, Characters, 16, Aeuridainovias. and especially Plato, in

the second Ixxik of the Republic. Later we shall revert to the subject of these brotherhoods.

5 Engineer- in making a canal across the Isthmus of Corinth, have discovered near

the Doric temple of Poseidon and the Ionic temple of Palaimon the remains of small

building and i instructions of various kinds for the use of the priests, athletes, and traders

(Monceaux, Fouilles au sancluaire des jeux islhmiques. in the Gaz. arch., 1884, pp. 2.3 and

354). Beside renowned sanctuaries thus '_Tew up cities at once sacerdotal and mercantile.

At Delos. Homolle has discovered the foundations of great storehouses near the temple of

Apollo. There must have been also, at the temple of Poseidon, a great crowd of traders,

uiinglini' with the devout and the curious.
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observed in honor of Apollo, the slayer of the serpent Python.

Above the plain lay Delphi, an amphitheatre crowned by Par-

PLAX OF THE AKROPOLIS OF THE ISTHMIA>' GAMES. 1

nassos. with its double summit, sung by so many poets. Around

the temple stood a crowd of statues in bronze and marble within

1 From the Gazette arche'ologique, vol. ix. 18S4, pi. xxxviii. (cf. pp. 275-285, and 353-363 :

Fouilles et recherches archeolorpques au sanctuaire des jeux isthmiques, by Paul Monceaux).

explorer is the first who has made a complete and scientific exploration of the ruins

of the sanctuary of the Isthmian Games. Reference should be made to his articles for a

detailed explanation of the plan.
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BRONZE COIN.' COIN OK KROTOXA."

the great enclosure containing the offerings of nations, kings, and

private individuals. Statues, tripods, basins, splendid vases, heaps

of precious metal, formed a treasure of value much exceeding the

sum of ten thousand talents [twelve

million dollars], which the Phokidians

carried off in the fourth century b. c,

when they took the temple. Various

small buildings, called treasuries, held

this wealth ; in the Treasury of Cor-

inth were to be seen the gifts of Gyges and of Croesus, kings of

Lydia.

The Pythian Gaines, established in 586 b. c. took place every

four years in the third year of each Olympiad." This seems to

have been the sacred period of

the Greeks, being the same for

the festivals of Delos and of

Olympia ; but the periodic return

of the Olympian Games was much

the more important of the two,

and by it the chronology of

Greece was determined. From the

year 776 b. c. it was the practice to inscribe on a public register in

Elis the name, of the victor in the foot-race of the stadion. This

custom continued -Avithout interruption until 301 b. c. and by the

names of these victors are designated the successive Olympiads.

These games had also the privilege of suspending wars and making

BRONZE COIX. 4
BROXZE COIN. 5

* Thi' Isthmian Games, mentioned on a bronze coin of Corinth, with the effigy of

the Emperor Hadrian. Surrounded by a laurel-wreath is the word ISTHMIA, in two

lines.

2 Apollo destroying the serpent Python. A large tripod adorned with fillet > ; at the left

Apollo kneeling and drawing his bow to shoot the Python, which rears itself on the other side

of the tripod. Reverse of a coin of Krotona, of which the obverse represents Herakles, the

founder of the city. See above, p. 167.

8 See in Sophokles (G80-756), a description of the Pythian Games.
4 *IAAAE.\4>EIA nEPINOIQN NEOKOPQN. Square table on which stands the urn of the

games. On the urn is the inscription nYOIA- (Reverse of a bronze coin of Perinthos in

Thrace, with the effigy of Septiinius Severus.)
5 Reverse of a coin of Delphi, with the effigy of the Emperor Hadrian. Legend:

AEA<J>QN. Laurel-wreath, in the centre of which is the word IIYOIA in two lines.

Note. The temple, consecrated to Zeus, represented on the opposite page (from a

photograph) was peripteral, and had six columns in front.
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a sort of "Truce of God" during the time necessary for going to

them and returning home, 1— that is to say for a month ; and as

one of the four great games was

celebrated every year, this caused

an annual truce which, short though

it was, gave importance to senti-

ments of peace and humanity.

Heralds crowned with flowers and

leaves went throughout the hind,

proclaiming in advance the opening

of the sacred month ; and a heavy

fine was exacted from any nation

daring to violate it. A Spartan

army for invading in -120 b. c. the

territory of Elis, after the procla-

mation of the public peace, was

condemned to pay a fine of two

minai per man [nearly forty dol-

lars]. More than once the Argives

repelled an invasion by proclaiming

the opening of the Nemean Games.

At Sparta, during the festivals

of Apollo Karneios, no expedition

could be undertaken.

The games consisted in various exercises, all esteemed by the

Greeks, although to us moderns they seem to differ greatly in merit,

and all sanctified by religion, which represented a god or hero presid-

ing over each. In the pentathlon, "the five matches." the following

was the order. In the ak/xa (leaping) any number might contend.

Those who were successful in crossing a fixed space were then al-

lowed to throw the spear. The more successful four at this encounter

strove with each other in a foot-race, and the poorest runner being

dismissed, the remaining three then tried their skill in throwing the

STATUETTE. *

1 In the time of Pausanias (v. 20, 1) there was to be seen at Olyrnpia the disk of [phitos,

around the edge of which is engraved the law establishing this truce.

2 Leto fleeing with her two children from the serpent Python. Marble statuette of the

Museum Torlonia (from T. Schreiber, Apollon Pythoktonos, pi. i. no. 1, and p. 74). This

statue, very much mutilated, has been successfully restored. It is interesting to compare ii

with the coin of Tripolis. p. 316, and the vase represented on p. 322.
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BRONZE COIN.-

diskos ; finally, two were matched against each, other in wrestling. 1

To these exercises were added horse and chariot races, and contests

in music and poetry. Music at that time employed but very few

and poor instruments ; it was, however, re-

garded as a powerful means of culture, and

we shall see later that to it was attributed a

great moral and even political influence.

The prize so ardently striven for was

neither of gold nor silver nor brass ; a

wreath of laurel or of wild olive-leaves was

the reward of the victor. The divinity,

invisible spectator of these games, was not

willing to have any idea of lucre mingled with the joy of a

victory gained in his name. But in whatever contest a man

won the prize, it was to him and to his native city a most dis-

tinguished honor. Returning home, he passed through the streets

in a splendid chariot ; walls were pulled down to give him pas-

sage ; he received immunity from taxation, and the first seat

at games and theatrical performances
;

3 his name was in all

1 Pinder, Ueber den FUnfkampf, Berlin, 1867. The Dorians, founders or organizers of

the Olympic Games, did not admit to them the contests in music and poetry which took place

at the Ionian festival of Delos. and. with special splendor, at the Pythian Games. The

Athenians, on the other hand, disdained hand-to-hand struggles, and their Eupatrids would

take part only in the horse and chariot races. (Ott. Miiller, ASgin., p. 141.) The pankration,

established later, was a boxing and wrestling match in which all the powers of the Qghter were

called into action. Inscriptions found in the valley and bed of the Alpheios show the sacerdotal

body of Olympia in office at the close of the third century of the Christian era. Eleusis had

also its o-ames. An inscription recently discovered, with the date 329 B. c, shows that these

included gymnastic, equestrian, and musical contests, and we know that there was at Eleusis

a theatre, and hence contests in poetry. Cf. Bull, de con: helle'n., 1884, p. 200. The Olympic

festivals were abolished by Theodosius in 394 A. n.

- The palms of the Games. TAPCOY MHTPOnOAEQC A M K r B. Square table on

which stands the vase of the games, containing palms. On the urn is inscribed OIKOY-

MENIKA. Under the table is the urn for votes. (Reverse of a bronze coin of Tarsos, with

the effigy of the Emperor Gordian the Pious.)

: \n inscription of Lindos, in the Island of Rhodes, enumerates the honors accorded to

a citizen. — a public eulogy, a statue, the right to wear a wreath during the annual festival of

the city, and to have the first, place at public games (Bull. d> < 'orr hellen., 1885, p. 98). This

custom of special seats at the theatre was known at Home: but the bisettium was not the recora-

r
i nse of a victory in the Olympic Games, it was habitually assigned to a donor to the frames,

and was given in the hope of instigating further gifts.

Note.— The Diskobolos, represented on the opposite page (from a photograph) is

a statue now in the Vatican. It is generally considered a copy of the famous Diskobolos oi

Myron. The Athenian sculptor Myron lived about the Eightieth Olympiad. lie was, like

Pheidias, a pupil of the Argive Ageladas and a contemporary of Kalamis.
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men's mouths
;

poets sang of him, painters and sculptors repro-

duced his likeness to adorn public places, avenues, or porticos of

temples. 1 Fathers were known to die of joy in welcoming vic-

torious sons. At Athens Solon had instituted that a sum of five

hundred drachmas should be given to a victor in the games. Of

all recompenses none had a more heroic character than that which

VICTORIOUS ATHLETE.1 HEAD OF ZEUS.3

Sparta gave. At the next battle the most perilous post, the

honor of braving the greatest danger for his country, was reserved

for him who had concpiered at Olympia.

In justice to the Greeks we should remember that they gave

a higher meed to poets than to athletes. At the Pythian Games

Pindar was compelled by the whole assembly to seat himself above

the crowd lyre in hand, the wreath on his head, and sing, amid the

enthusiastic applause of his countrymen ; a share was reserved for

him in the first-fruits offered to the immortals ; and after his death

1 To have his statue placed at Olympia, a man must have been thrice victorious (Pliny,

Hist. Nat., xxxiv. 9).

2 Marble from Olympia. From Die Ausgrabungen zu Olympia, vol. v. pi. xx. Ideal-

ized head of a victor in the pankration or in boxing, as appears from the swollen ears. The

head is surrounded with a fillet, not with a wreath of olive-leaves. Cf., p. 277, another

head of a victor of Olympia.
8 Terra-cotta from Olympia. From Die Ausgrabungen, vol. iv., pi. xxvi. 15.
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the throne on which he had been seated at the games was placed

among the statues of the gods at the temple at Olympia. Archilo-

chos and Simonides received like honors. At times also some illus-

trious spectator drew the public gaze from the arena and became

himself the object of general attention. Themistokles, Pythagoras,

Herodotos, and Plato received this honor; and the Athenian

general acknowledged that this was one of the happiest moments

of his life.
1

At these games a great crowd gathered from Greece, the colonies,

and foreign lands, but only Greeks were admitted to take part in

them. Alexander I. of Macedon, wishing to contend in the sta-

THE OLYMPIC GAMES.

-

ATHLETES.'

dion, was obliged to prove his Hellenic origin. He was not the

only king who aspired to the glory of an Olympic victory. On

the list of victors we read the names of Gelon and Hiero, kings

of Syracuse ; of Theron, king of Agrigentum ; of Archelaos. king

of Macedon; of Pausanias, king of Sparta.4 Perfect equality pre-

vailed at these games ; neither birth nor fortune gave any man

1 Gorgias, Prodikos, Anaximenes, Polos of Agrigentum, Lysias. Isokratcs. Dion Chrysos-

tuiu read at the games some portion? of their works; Echion exhibited a picture, and

Oinopides of Chios his astronomical tables.

- Em CTP IOYA AN6IM0Y nEPrAMHNQN ni'QTOS TPIC NEQKOPQN. Squaretable,

on which are placed two vases containing palms. Between them a wreath, with the inscription,

OAYMniA. Under the table many vases and objects connected with the games. (Reverse

uf a bn.nzc- medallion of Pergamos, with the effigy of Caracalla.)

" MHTPOnOAEOC *IAinnonOAEQr NEQKOPOY. Time nude athletes standing, their

bands bound with the leather thongs used in pugilism, seem awaiting the signal. The one

in the middle has bis hand on the voting-urn. (Reverse of a bronze medallion of Philippopolis

in Thrace, with the elli'_ry of Caracalla.)

* For chariot and horse races it was not necessary to take pari personally; Alkibiades

offered seven chariots at onCC in hi- own name.
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advantage. All. whether rich or poor, obscure or noble, might

enter; but to be of tree birth was an imperative condition, and

to have committed no dishonorable action, — into these things the

herald made public inquiry before the contest. There was equality,

on condition of virtue and honor. The greater the crowd, the

more was the rejoicing, in the thought that the number of vir-

tuous citizens was so large.

It' an\' disorder occurred, the Hellanodikoi immediately repressed

it ; the rod of their servitors fell impartially on the shoulders of

GENII OF TI1E ATHLETIC GAMES. 1

the noble or the poor. Lichas. one of the chief men of Sparta,

was thus publicly beaten. Women were rigorously excluded, under

penalty of death. •

The Olympic Games began with the full moon. The sports could

thus be carried on by night as well as day, under the clear Greek

sky, more luminous by night than those of our more northern

regions often are in the daytime.

Such were the games so famous in antiquity. They formed

a bond for all the Greek States, obliging them to lay aside their

animosities on the borders of the sacred territory, and inviting them

to forget this hatred when they returned home. More than once

States were reconciled or made alliance in the midst of these so-

lemnities, and the herald read aloud their treaty, which was later

1 Marble bas-relief, in the Louvre. (Cf. Clarac, Muse'e de Sculpture, vol. ii., first part,

pp. 605 and 614.) The lierraes at the left seems to indicate that the exercises represented

take place in a palaistra; they consist of throwing the diskos, wrestling, the pankration, and

boxing. At the left is a paidotribos, a fillet on his head ; next, are two diskoboloi, of whom

one prepares to throw the diskos, and the other looks afar off to see the result. (For the

attitude of the first, see the statue represented on p. 385.) Then two fibres are wrestling,

watched by a third In the centre a victorious athlete is placing a wreath on his head. At his

ri'^ht is a flute-player ; at his left, the judge, holding a palm. Next, are two figures repre-

senting the pankration, and lastly two pugilists, superintended by a third figure.
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engraved on a column placed on the spot. The sentiment of Pan-

hellenism, so often forgotten, awoke in its strength at these games,

as when Herudotos read to the sons the story of their fathers' ex-

ploits in defence of the common liberty, or when Lysias called upon

HEADING OF A DECREE OF PROXEXIA. 1

theYn to take arms against the two-fold danger threatening from

East and West, — the king of Persia, and the tyrant of Syracuse.

A taste for these exercises, salutary both to mind and bod}-

, was

maintained among the Greeks by the Olympic Games.— salutary

to the body, rendering it supple and strong by that prolonged

training which, developing strength and skill, prepared the soldier

of .Marathon and Thermopylai : salutary to the mind, which is freer

and more energetic in a body sound and well-trained than when

1 Relief carved at the head of a decree of Athenian proxenia (from Schdne, Griechische

Reliefs, pi. xxi. Xo. 93). The decree (Corpus inscript. Attic., ii. 69) was made, during the

archonship of Kallistratoa (355—354 b.c), in honor of Philiskos of Sestos, who had mi

tlie gratitude of the city by hastening to announce to the Athenians the approach of a 1

Beet. Philiskos is represented on a galloping horse, bringing the news. In front of him

stands Athene Parthenos; at her side is her shield, around which is coiled a serpent: in her

hand a small Victory; the goddess is looking at a figure of lesser height in attitude of adora-

tion. This i* Philiskos, and the goddess represents the city. Philiskos and his descendants

received the title of proxenoi, and also of "benefactors." Under the bas-relief we read:

npofffi'a (tai fvepycala <bi\l<TKa>AvKov, aird> Ka\ cKynvoit SqoTi'otr On the subject of theproXi n'm.

sec Monceaux, Les Proxe'nies grecques, Paris. 1886. Two interesting lists are subjoined;

1st. a chronological list of Athenian proxenoi; 2d, a chronological list of representatives of

foreign cities at Athens.
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it acts through a feeble and disordered physical organization. 1 Art

also and morals gained. Plato speaks of many men whom the

desire to gain the Olympic wreath had preserved from physical ex-

cesses of every kind, and compelled to a life of the strictest virtue.8

The sculptor and the painter had before their eyes a race win mi

this life had made the most beautiful in the world, and encourage-

ments such as no other nation ever offered; for men came to the

games not only to witness deeds of physical strength, but also to

admire the productions of artists. In the Altis,3 a vast enclosure

around the temple of Zeus at Olympos, stood countless statues,

1 M' iw sana in corpore sano (Juvenal, x. 35G). The secular games were of very much later

date. Themistokles established cock-fights, and at Sounion there were regattas of triremes.

1 Laws, viii. 7.

* Altis, from nXo-or. sacred wood : it was a sacred grove of wild olive-trees (kotivos). It

has been already said that the victors at the Olympic Games received a wreath of olive-leaves.

(See p. 384.) The Germans have lately (from is::, to 1881) made very important excava-

tions at Olympia, of which the results have been published by the Government under the title.

Die Ausgrabungen zu Olympia, Uebersicht der Arbeiten und Funde, von 1875-1881. From the

last volume of this work we have borrowed the plan of the excavation here given. (Cf. the

work of A. Botticher, Olympia, das Fesi und seine Slatte, Berlin. 1*83.) These excavations

have brought to light a great number of buildings, of very different dates, from the Heraion

to the palace of Xero and the exedra of Aniens Herodes. To speak only of those contained

in the Altis, the most ancient of all was the Heraion, or temple of Here, which was long

the onlv temple at Olympia (Pausanias, v. 16, 1). This was a Doric temple, of which the

columns were originally wooden ; one of them was standing as late as the time of Pausanias.

They were by degrees replaced by columns of stone. The whole entablature was of wood.

The Pelopeion, or sacred enclosure of Pelops, as well as most of the Treasuries, were of earlier

date than the Median wars. (See p. 84, the plan of the Treasuries of Olympia.)

The temple of Zeus was built in the first half of the fifth century is. c. French savants

of the expedition to the Morea had begun, as early as 1829, interesting excavations: and this

building is now completely brought to light. Like the older Olympian edifices, it is built of

a shell conglomerate very abundant in the neighborhood. The architect. Libo. was more-

over a native of Elis. The temple was Doric and peripteral, with six columns in front and

thirteen on the sides. Its dimension* in Greek feet are as follows : its length, measured on the

stylobate, was -206.7 feet : its width. 90.01 : the columns, which were covered with stucco, were

3v5 feet in height. 7.2 in diameter, and had twenty thinners; the cella was 147. d.'. feel long

and 51.51 wide. Famous sculptors and painters were employed in the decoration oi this

building. Pausanias. the brother of Pheidias, decorated the cella: Paionios of Mende exe-

cuted the statues of the eastern pediment, representing the race of Pelops and Ainomaos.

Alkainenes, the rival of Pheidias. represented on the western pediment the battle of the

Lapiths and Centaurs. Many of these sculptures have been recovered, and are among the

most admirable specimens of antique art. (See the two metopes in Vol. I. pp. 206-207.)

Grandest of all was the chryselephantine statue of Zeus, nearly sixty feet in height, the work

of Pheidias. which was placed in the interior of the sanctuary.

Around this magnificent temple, before the great altar of Zeus, 22 feet in height, the

splendid pageant of the Greek games took place century after century, and called together the

(.reeks from every known country, until they ceased in 394 a. D.. by order of the Emperor

Theodo'ius. Let us picture to ourselves that consecrated space, crowded with altars, statues,

an.l marble groups, the work of the most renowned artists of Greece. Many vases have been
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many of them masterpieces, and all awakening glorious memories.

It would not be too much to say that at these games the Greek

genius was formed. In the midst of this great concourse of men

from all lands— some coming to see, or to be seen and admired

;

others to sell all kinds of commodities ; others to attract public

attention by their improvisations or by their ingenious sophisms—
the Greeks gained that eminently social

character, that eagerness for novelties, ex-

emption from prejudice, and readiness to re-

ceive knowledge from every quarter, which

made them the great innovators, and their

country the great school of politics and phi-

losophy. How far removed from these singing bands,— from these

solemn embassies coining to the shores of the Alpheios and to the

foot of Parnassos in their splendid chariots, or to Delos in their

gilded vessels with sails of Tyrian purple,— from these horse and

chariot races,— from these contests in poetry and music, and these

sacred dances,— how far removed from all these beautiful ceremo-

nials are the Roman pageants, where any festival was joyless unless

blood flowed under the gladiator's sword or the lion's paw

!

Another intellectual force, another glory of Greece which was

unknown to Rome, and of which we shall speak later, is the

drama, born upon temple steps in the midst of religious festivals.

Tragedy, at first a part of the worship of the gods, was for a time

in Greece a school of morals. In the dramas of Aischylos and

Sophokles, mythology laid aside its impure phases, and ethical

teaching rises in the works of Euripides also to a great height.

found, as well as a few statues, the most important of which are the Xike of Faionios, and the

Hermes carrying the infant Dionysos, of Praxiteles. The statue of Paionios was E. K. E.

from the temple of Zeus; that of Praxiteles stood in the Heraion. East of the Altis was the

main entrance to the Stadion, reserved for the judges and the agonists. Excavations have

given us the exact lensth of the Olympic stadion, one of the most important measures of anti-

quity, namely, 630 feet, 6 inches. The Greek foot is one six-hundredth part of this. The

Hippodrome, south of the Stadion, and parallel to it, has been almost entirely destroyed by the

river. For descriptions of the other buildings and a detailed explanation of the plan, the

reader is referred to the works mentioned above. [Also to The Dimensions and Proportions

of the Temple of Zeus at Olympia, by Charles Eliot Norton, in the Proceedings of the American

Academy of Arts and Sciences, vol. v., new scries, part i.. art. 7 ; and Essays on Art and Archa-

ology, by Charles Thomas Newton (Macniillan, 1880). - En.]

1 Archaic Boiotian coin, in genere. The Boiotian shield. Reverse : incused square.

On Boiotian coins, see Barclay V. Head, Oh the < 'hronological S, quence of the Coins of Bceotia

(London. 1881).
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This century, nourishing men's minds with strong religious

thought, made worthy preparation for that in which the sentiment

of patriotic duty was to work miracles, and the muscles trained in

the exercises of the Stadion were to strike such effectual blows in

battle. And yet philosophy, beginning its destructive work, had

already said, by the voice of Xenophanes :
' "The most famous

Olympian victor is less worthy than the philosopher. Our wisdom

is more precious than the strength of a man's arm ; and he who
gains the prize of the pentathlon is not thereby the better able

to rule a State." This is true ; but at Marathon and Therinopylai

would the hair-splitters of the school of Elis have done better

than did Miltiades and Leonidas ?

In closing this examination of the general institutions of

Greece, I am obliged to acknowledge that while these customs—
amphiktyonies, oracles, national festivals, union of several cities,

ties of hospitality between private individuals, proxenia, or public

hospitality granted by a city to some inhabitant of another city
2—

had a great influence upon men's minds, they had very little upon

public affairs. In the Greek world there was moral unity, but

political unity remained unknown. At Olympia, at Delphi, men

were brothers, they were Hellenes, they worshipped the same gods,

they loved the same arts, and chanted the paean of Apollo or the

dithyramb of Dionysos,— the two divinities giving poetic inspira-

tion.
3 Outside the sacred territory these men were again enemies.

At the distance of a few steps from his native city the citizen

found a foreign land, where, unless by special stipulations,
4 he

1 Bergk, 367.

2 The title of proxenos, or public guest of the State, was not merely an honor, it frequently

secured advantages. (See Monceaux, Les Proxe'nies grecques, pp. 92 et seq.) Numerous de-

crees of proxenia declared the proxenos inviolable, even in time of war, and granted him exemp-

tion (areXeia) from duties on exports and imports, which among a population of traffickers

must have been of great profit. These privileges were hereditary in the- family of the proxenos

(Xenophon, He'Uen.,vi. 3). In turn, he was expected in his own country to lodge the delegates

and advocate the interests of the city which had, in a degree adopted him. It. is manifest that

to the Greek proxenia, which is known to have been a custom as earl} a- the eighth cen-

tury u.c. (Pausanias, iv. 4; Bockh, C. I. G-. No. 4), corresponds the "patronship" of great

families in Rome towards foreign States or nations. In respect to t he role, of patrons of

peoples and cities in Greece. >ce Le Has and Foucart, Inscr. ilu Peloponn., 839 <i.

3 These two divinities are represented on the beautiful vase from Kertscli, facing p. 333.

* Cf. S. Reinach, Epig. grecque, p. 364. Among other privileges, Athenian proxenoi

often received the right of holding a house and lands, (yKrrjcris ytjs rai oUias.
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could not acquire real estate, contract marriage, or sue in the

courts ; and how often he found there war and slavery ! How
often were heard " the lamentations of dying captives, and maidens

and matrons, driven away like a herd of cattle. . . . were seen to

hegin the hated journey into exile
!

"
'

Hence, the incomparable splendor in the sphere of intellect of

this Greek world, at once so united and so diverse ; and hence, also,

its political weakness. Facing the formidable army of Xerxes, the

Greeks united and conquered ; against Macedon and against Rome,

they remained divided, and were vanquished. Under Alexander

their union briefly gave them supremacy over the Eastern world.

1 Aischvlos, in The Seuen Chief*, paints, in the words of the young Theban women, the

horrors of these endless wars.

- Painting on the bottom of a cup from Yulci (from the Miueo Gregoriano. vol. ii- pi.

lxxiii. 2 a). An amazon, armed with helmet, cuirass, and shield, and holding a lanee in her

left hand, advances to the left, blowing a long martial trumpet.

AN AMAZON1

.



THIRD PERIOD.

THE MEDIAN WARS (492-479 b. c.),—UNION AND VICTORIES.

CHAPTER XVI.

PIEST MEDIAN WAE (492-490).

I. — Revolt of Ionia.

"j TERODOTOS, who was born during the Median wars, in 484
-^—*- b. c, wondering greatly at this tremendous conflict between

the Greek and the barbaric worlds, sought its causes in times more

remote than the Trojan war, even in the mythologic period. For

us it is not necessary to go back so far,

and recall the abduction of Io and of Helen

by Asiatics, and of Europa and Medeia

by Greeks, to explain the origin of this

animosity. The escape of Demokedes,

the Greek physician of Darius, who de-

ceived the king that he might return to

his native land, and the desire of Atossa

to have Spartan women among her slaves,

are but trivial incidents. The appeals of Hippias to be re-estab-

lished in Athens, and of the Aleuadai of Thessaly to be aided against

their enemies, had a more serious influence. But the true cause

lay in the power of the Persian empire itself, which had at that

1 Europa, on the bull which carries her across the water. The nym|>h with one hand

holds a wreath, and with the other the horns of tin- animal. (Cameo of the Cabinet de France.

Agate-onyx of two layers. 30 millim. by 31. No. 7 of the Catalogue.)

RAPE OF EUROPA. 1
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time attained its natural limits. On nearly all sides it was shut

in by deserts, the sea, large rivers, or lofty mountains. Only on

the northwest was there an opportunity to extend itself, and that

ifif

if w^w III »i -- '
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DARIUS, CONQUEROR OF THE MAGIAN.1

way lay a famous country, Greece, whose independence irritated the

pride of the Great King. Cyrus had conquered Asia ; Cambyses, a

part of Africa ; Darius, not to be left behind, attacked Europe.

1 Bas-relief of the rook of Bisoutoun, from The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. x.

pi. L (Sir H. C. Rawlinson.) Darius, followed by an archer and a spearman, is trampling

upon the Magian Gaum&ta. who vainly entreats for mercy. Behind the false Smerdis are nine

other usurpers, who are conquered and chained. In the 11th paragraph of column i. of the

inscription we read :
" Darius the king said : There was at this time a Magian named Gaumata.

Tie made an insurrection in Pisiagada. . . . He deceived the people by these words : 'lam
Smerdis, the son of Cyrus, brother of Cambyses.' Then all the people rebelled and went to

meet him, deserting Cambyses, both Persia and Media and all the provinces. He seized upon

the empire." § 13 (close): "Then I prayed unto Ormuzd, and he sent me aid. There is a

castle named Sikhtauvatis in the land of Nesaia in Media ; there I killed him. I took from

him the empire. Bv the will of Ormuzd I became king. Ormuzd conferred the empire upon

me." After becoming king, Darius had to contend against the other usurpers represented

in the bas-relief, mentioned by name in the inscription. For the death of the Magian. see

a cylinder, without inscription, published by J. Menant, Recherches sur la ghjptique orientate,

pt. ii. pi. 9, fig. 1, and p. 168, fig. 147.
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Already the satrap of Sardis, Artaphemes, had replied to the over-

tures of Kleisthenes by demanding that Athens should submit her-

self to the Great King. Darius had reorganized his empire and

re-established in his provinces the tranquillity which had been so

disturbed by the usurpation of the Magian and the efforts of the

conquered nations to

recover their liberty;

it was important,

moreover, to find scope

for the warlike ardor

which the Persians

still retained. He
therefore made ready

for a great expedition.
SCYTHIAN ARCHEKS.l

The Scythians had for-

merly invaded Asia
;

the recollection of

that injury and the

desire of subjugating

Thrace, which lay ad-

jacent to his own em-

pire, decided Darius

which route to take.

SCYTHIAN WARRIORS.2

He set out from Susa with a numerous army, crossed the Bos-

poros on a bridge of boats which the Samian Mandfokles had

built, and entered Europe, bringing with him seven or eight hun-

dred thousand men, among whom were Asiatic Greeks, commanded

by the tyrants of the different cities. He traversed Thrace, crossed

the Istros (Danube) on a bridge of boats which he left the Greeks

1 Plaque of stamped gold found at Kertsch; from the Antiquites du Bosphore Cimme'ricn,

pt. xx. Xo. 6.

ne represented on a vase of electrum, in repousse, discovered at Kertsch; from t lie

Antiquites du Bosphore Cimmerien, pi. xxxiii. The scene occurs in a field where flowers are

blooming: two warriors at the left are conversing; one is seated, leaning on liis lance, at his

l>elt hangs his bow; the second sits on the ground, and leans on his lance and shield. Next

to tlicin. an archer bends his how; and two men are receiving aid. one wounded in the mouth,

the other in the foot. These four have no weapons but their bow.



398 HISTORY OF GREECE.

to protect, and plunged into Scythia in pursuit of an enemy whom
it was impossible to reach. Darius had said to the Greeks that

after sixty days they should no longer expect him ; this time hav-

ing passed, and no news of him arriving, the Athenian Miltiades.

tyrant of the Chersonesos, proposed to

destroy the bridge, thus to prevent the

entrance into Thrace of the Scythians,

whom he supposed victorious, or with

the intention of abandoning to them
DOUBLE GOLD DARIC. 1

, i t> • •
I-

• •
l TT-

the Persian army it it yet existed. His-

taios of Miletos opposed this, representing to the chiefs, who were

all tyrants of Greek cities, that they would infallibly be deposed

on their return home if they lost the support of the Great King.

This argument proved successful, and it saved Darius, who. return-

ing from his vain pursuit of the Scythians, left eighty thousand

men to Megabazus, that this general might complete the conquest

of Thrace, and also subjugate Macedon (508 ?).

Megabazos made conquest of Perinthos, subdued the Thracians

and Paionia, and called upon the king of Macedon for the homage

of earth and water. Amyntas gave it. and Megabazos was able

to report to his master that the empire of the Persians now

touched upon European Greece. Here the expedition stopped.

The services of Histaios were recompensed by the gift of a vast

territory on the banks of the Strymon. The site had been wisely

chosen, in the neighborhood of the gold and silver mines of Mount

Pangaion, at the foot of a range of hills abounding in building

woods, and near the mouth of a river which gave an excellent

harbor on the iEgoean Sea ; Myrkinos. which Histaios built there,

would shortly have attained the prosperity found by Amphipolis later

in the same place, had not Megabazos, alarmed, warned the king that

this Greek must be withdrawn from the enterprises that he med-

itated ; thereupon Histaios was called to Sardis, under pretext of

being needed for important consultations. On his arrival, Darius

] The king of Persia, bearded, wearing the tiara and the Persian tunic called candys.

Facing to the ri<_'ht and kneeling on one knee, he has his quiver on his shoulder, and holds a

bow and a spear. Behind him is a wreath; before him the mint-mark M. Reverse: a field

adorned with irregular stria?. This coin is perhaps as old as the time of Darius, the son of

Ilvstaspes ; it seems to have been minted at Tarsos.
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merely declared to him that he could not do without his friendship

and advice, and Bistaios was obliged to accept these gilded chains.

A few years passed by in profound peace, and then a trivia]

matter and an obscure man set everything in a blaze. Xaxos,

the largest of the Cyclades, was at

that time an important State, rul-

ing over many islands, possessing a

considerable navy, and being able

to send into the field eight thou-

sand heavy armed infantry. Unfor-

tunately Naxos, like every other

Greek State, had two parties, —
the popular and the aristocratic factions. The latter ruined them-

selves by an unpardonable crime, like that to which Lucretia fell

a victim about the same time in Rome. Expelled from the

island, they proposed to Arista-

goras, son-in-law of Histaios, and

in his absence tyrant of Miletos,

to bring them back to Naxos. He
welcomed the project with ardor,

already beholding the Cyclades,

jujid I "S^PfW^1 \(\? t arm< perhaps Euboia, subject to his

authority. But an enterprise so

important he could not accomplish

alone ; and he succeeded in inter-

esting the satrap of Sardis, Artaphernes, who put at his dis-

posal a fleet of two hundred vessels, under the command of

the Persian Megabazos. This Persian shortly became offended at

being placed under the orders of a Greek. A quarrel broke out

1 Double Persian side. AchaemcniJ kin;; standing in his war-chariot, driven by a chari-

oteer. Behind the chariot an officer, probably a satrap, carrying a sceptre, and an amphora;

in the field the Phoenician letters 3;% as yet unexplained. Reverse: a Phoenician galley, on

which is seen a warrior; in the field the mark III.

2 Cylinder of burned chalcedony, in the British Museum ; from J. Menant, Recherches sur

la glyplii/ue orientate, second part. p. n;6, fig. 145. "On a chariot drawn by a horse, which

springs forward at a gallop and is driven by the charioteer, the king advance- to attack a lion

rampant in front of him. and already wounded by the arrows; another lion lies under the

horse's feet The scene occurs between two palm-trees; in the field above the kinc; i- the sym-

bol of Ormuzd, the human bust with ornithomorphous appendages." The trilingual inscription

in Persian, Median, and Assyrian is: "lam Darius the king," or "I am Darius the G fat

King." This kin~, according to Menant, is Darius the son of Hystaspes.

SEAL OF DARIUS.2
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between them, and Megabazos, to retaliate for an affront, warned

the Naxians. The success of the expedition depended upon secrecy

;

being made known, it failed. Aristagoras persisted in it four

months, spending all his treasures and those which the king had

given him for the enterprise. He
feared that he should be required to

make good this loss. Revolt seemed

to offer better chances, and secret

encouragement from Histaios decided

him. The army which he had led to

Naxos still held together, and all the

tyrants of the cities of the Asiatic coast were with it ; he made
them all prisoners, sent them back to their respective cities, where

they were put to death or received sentence of exile, and estab-

lished democracy everywhere (499 B. a). Having done this, it

was now necessary to attach to himself some powerful ally ; and

he accordingly visited Sparta. Kleomenes

the king inquired of him how great was

the distance from the sea-coast to the

Persian capital. " Three months' march,"

replied Aristagoras. " If that is the case,"
... ., .ill l • • Sl.lTI.il.-

the king said, '-}-ou will leave this city

to-morrow. It is madness to propose to a Spartan army to go

three months' march away from the sea." Aristagoras essayed the

power of a bribe ; but this time Spartan virtue was incorruptible,

and the Ionian went to Athens. Being allowed to speak in the

assembly, he dwelt upon the riches of Persia, the advantage Greek

soldiers would have over an enemy that knew not the use of spear or

shield, and finally reminded his audience that Miletos was a colony

of Athens. The Athenians had more than one cause of complaint

against the Persians. The demand for earth and water made

1 Coin of Eretria (Euboia). Gorgon's head, front face. Reverse: lion's head, front

face, rusting on the two fore-paws of the animal. It is not certain that this coin is Eretrian.

See Barclay V. Head, Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum. Central Greece,

p. 121.

- Gold coin of Ephesos. Bust of Artemis, right profile, with bow and quiver on her

shoulder. Reverse: E*ESIf2N. The Ephesian Artemis standing, her hand extended and

adorned with long chains reaching to tin- ground; the head surmounted with a modios, and

surrounded with a radiate nimbus; at her side a stag and a bee, her usual attributes.

S
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lately to their ambassadors, the shelter given to Hippias. and the

order to call home the tyrant given in reply to their remonstrant* -.

had profoundly wounded their pride. Aristagoras had but little diffi-

culty in persuading them to earn the war into the enemy's country,

thus removing from their own territory a danger with which they

felt themselves to be menaced ; doubtless also they believed that

it was only a private quarrel between the satrap and Aristagoras.

They decreed that twenty vessels should be

despatched ; and to this force were added

five triremes from Eretria, which State, for-

merly aided by Miletos in a war against Chal-

kis. now gave back assistance in turn. The

allies reached Ephesos, and thence Sardis. which they took and

pillaged. The houses were thatched with reeds ; a soldier acci-

dentally set a roof on fire, and the whole city, except the citadel

where Artaphernes had taken refuge, was consumed, togethei with

a temple of Kybele,— venerated as much by the Persians as by

the Lydians (498 B. a). Meanwhile Artaphernes had recalled the

army which was besieging Miletos, and the troops of the prov-

ince gathered from every side : the Athenians began to think of

retreat. A defeat which they suffered upon Ephesian territory,

and perhaps some treasonable proceedings, completed their disaffec-

tion. They took ship and returned to Athens, leaving their allies

to extricate themselves as best they could from the unfortunate

portion in which they were.

The Ionians continued the war ; having made alliance with all

the cities of the Hellespont and of the Propontis. with Chalkedon

and Byzantion, the Karians and the Island of Cyprus. The

Persians raised several armies : one, at first sent northward

against the cities of the Hellespont, took several places, then

turned southward against the Karians, who lost two battles and

surrendered. Another attacked Cyprus with the Phoenician fleet,

which the Ionians defeated ; but the treachery of a Cypriot chief

gave the island into the hands of the Persians. In the centre

advanced Artaphernes and Otanes. capturing Klazomenai and

1 Drachma of Miletos. Laurelled head of Apollo, left profile. Reverse: Hon standing

with reverted head; before him, the monogram of Miletos; above him, a star. In the

exergue IonOMno[Y\ name of magistrate.

VOL. II.— '-'<;
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Kyme, and then threatening Miletos, the last protection of Ionia.

Here Aristagoras was no longer in command, having basely

escaped to Myrkinos, and shortly after he was killed in an

attack upon a Thracian city. Histaios had meanwhile been

able to deceive Darius by promises, and obtain his liberty ; but

the people of Miletos had no liking for tyrants, and refused to

receive him. Collecting a few followers from Mytilene, he

entered on a career of piracy, and perished in a descent on the

Asiatic coast. The Ionians, assembled at the Panionion, delib-

erated as to the means of saving Miletos. It was decided to risk

a naval battle. Cbios furnished a hundred vessels, Lesbos

seventy, Samos sixty, Miletos herself eighty ; the whole fleet

amounted to three hundred and fifty-three, and the Persians had

six hundred.

On board the Greek fleet there was a man of ability who

would have saved Ionia if she had been willing to be saved

;

this was a Phokaian, Dionysios by name. He urged upon the

allies the necessity of rigorous discipline

and drill in the principal manoeuvres of

naval warfare, and for seven days the

entire fleet submitted to his orders. But

at the end of that time the Ionians, unac-

customed to toil, and worn down by these

hardships and the heat of the sun, refused to obey longer; they

landed, pitched tents, and lay all day idly in the shade. Shortly

treason broke out among them ; and on the day of battle the

Samians withdrew from the line and steered for their own island.

The Ionians were defeated, notwithstanding the heroic courage of

the sailors of Chios and the gallantry of Dionysios, who himself

took three of the enemy's vessels. When he saw that the battle

was lost, he sailed directly for Phoenicia, attacked and disabled

some merchant vessels, and thus obtaining great wealth, sailed

for Sicily. He there established himself as a pirate, and spent

the rest of his life in plundering Phoenician, Carthaginian, and

Tyrrhenian vessels.

1 Helmet, front view. Reverse : META ( Mecra/x/SpiaKcii/). A wheel. The letter? of

the legend are placed between the spokes. (Bronze). The form of the sibilant T is remark-

able ; it is seen also on an inscription of Halikarnassos.

COIN' OF MESEMKRIA.
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All hope for Miletus was lost ; the city was taken, most of

the men were killed, the women and children were made slaves,

PORTRAIT OF KING DAE1US.1

and the few survivors were in the end transported by Darius to

Ampe, at the mouth of the Tigris f494 b. a). Chios. Lesbos, and

1 Portrait of the Great King, on one of the gate? of hi? palace, from Dieulafoy, L'Art

antique ile la Perse, vol. ii. pi. 16. The kin? wears a Ion? plaited zarmcnt, with loose hangin '

lis heard and hair are in ringlets : on his h'-ai is a cylindieal tiara. Behind him ac

:. lant holds an umbrella over the king's head.
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Tenedos shared the same fate. Many cities of the Hellespont

were burned. The inhabitants of Chalkedon and Byzantion

abandoned their homes and sought asylum on the northwest

shore of the Euxine at Mesambria. Miltiades also thought it

wise to withdraw from the Chersonesos ; he returned to Athens,

where he was soon to find himself arrayed against the same

Persians from whom he now fled. The downfall of Ionia re-

echoed sadly throughout Greece. Athens especially was afflicted

at the news. Phrynichos having put on the stage a drama called

••The Capture of Miletos," the whole audience broke out into

weeping, and the poet was fined a thousand drachmas " for

reviving the memory of their domestic misfortunes." Tears like

these are an expiation for many faults.

II. — Expeditions of Mardonios and Artaphernes ; Marathon.

Meantime Darius had not forgotten that after the burning of

Sardis he had sworn to revenge himself upon the Athenians.

He gave his son-in-law. Mardonios, the command of a new army,

which was to enter Europe by way of Thrace, while the fleet

advanced along the coast. Mardonios, to conciliate the Asiatic

Greeks, restored to them democratic government; he remembered

that the authors of the recent revolt had been two of those tyrants

whom Persia supported.1

Already all the nations between the Hellespont and Macedon

had been conquered by Megabazos. Mardonios crossed the

Strymon, and gave his fleet rendezvous in the Thermaic Gulf.

The fleet took Thasos, and was coasting Chalkidike. when, in

doubling the promontory of Mount Athos, which rises like a huge

rock six thousand feet above the sea. it was assailed by a tem-

pest, causing the shipwreck of three hundred vessels, with a loss

of twenty thousand men. At the same time Mardonios, at-

tacked during the night by Thracians. lost many of his troops,

and was himself wounded. He, however, kept on with the

1 The sway of the Persians m? extremely mild ; they left the cities their own

administration, and required no heavy tribute?, as formerly: only they required them to

submit their disputes to judge?, instead of having recourse to force (Herodotos. vi. ^7).
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See note on page 405 of the second volume.
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expedition; but when he had subjugated the hostile Thracians,

be found himself so enfeebled that it was necessary to return

to Asia (492 b. a).

A more formidable armament was immediately prepared. Before

ipnding it out, Darius despatched heralds to Greece demanding

in his name the homage of earth and water, and from the mari-

time cities a contingent of galleys. Most of the islands and

many cities of the mainland paid the required homage. Aigina

readily acceded to the demand ; but Athens and Sparta were so

exasperated that they entirely forgot that principle of international

law by which the person of an envoy is held sacred. " You ask

Note.— Opposite are represented the figures on a painted vase in tin: Museum of

Naples, known as the Vase of Darius, from the Monum. dell' Inst, archeol., vol. ix. pi. 50, 61

(cf. Heydemann, DU Vast nsammlungt u <1, s Museo Nazionale zu Neapel, No. 8,253, p. 571). The

representation is divided into three registers, and the principal scene occupies the middle one

of the three. The inscription inEP2AI)on the base of the column is a sort of title to the

scene; it is a council of war held by Darius and the Persians, before the expedition of Datis

and Artaphernes against Greece (Herod., vi. 94 et seq.). The king (AAPEI02) is seated in the

centre on a richly ornamented throne ; in the right hand he holds a sceptre, in the left the

sheath of Ids sword. Darius is listening to a Persian, perhaps a messenger, who, standing

l>efore him on a golden plinth, speaks with the right hand lifted. Behind the king stands a

-.omiLT Persian, also wearing the Phrygian cap; he holds two lances in his left hand, and

carries on the right shoulder a naked sword. Of the two figures following and eonvei>in<_r , one

wears the Barbarian shoes and cap, but his garment is Greek, and Heydemann suggests that

this is some tyrant of a Gr»eo-Asiatic city. The name of Artaphernes, either the brother or

nephew of Darius, that of Otanes. or of Dates, might belong to his interlocutor. Behind the

person who addresses Darius is seated a Greek (perhaps Demaratos), and a Persian (perhaps

Gobryes), and another Greek, an old gray-haired man, leaning on a stick, advances; » 1 1
i ~ is

probably Hippias. Of the upper register we have, in Vol. I. p. 123. the central part : r;

(FEAAA2), between Athene and Zeus, and near them a Victory. At the right of this group

A.-iu (ASIA) is seated upon an altar, the hermes of Aphrodite at her <ide. Before Asia is

the goddess of deception (ArAr?;), clad like the Erinyes, the skin of some animal thrown over

her garment*, two serpents in motion upon her bead, and in her hands two torches. With
the right hand she points to Greece, and with her head indicates Asia. On tin- other side of

Zeus and the Victory are Apollo and Artemis. The gnd is seated : at his feet lie his bow and

quiver, and on his knees is a swan. The goddess is seated on a stn'_'. anil turns her bead

towards her brother ; she has her bow and quiver, and a dog accompanies her. Tn the lower

register the scene passes in Persia. There are six figures : one of them, the treasurer, is

1 before a small table, on which are the figures M (10.0001 I'M 000), H(100\ a C10i, n (5);

O (one obolos); < (a half obolos); T (a quarter obolos). With his right, hand he counts a

sum lying on the table; in the left he holds a diptych on which are the words TAANTA :

H [TaXavra eitaroi/]. Behind the treasurer advances a person bearing three round dishes.

(It is known that, among other gifts, the Great King was accustomed to present to ambassadors

accredited to his court two silver dishes weighing a talent.) On the other side a person brings

to the treasurer a bag of silver. Two censers, at the ricrht and [eft, «erve to indicate that the

scene passes in the interior of the palace; outside three men. kneeline, extend their arms as

suppliants towards the treasurer. These are envoys from tributary cities begging for indul-

gence. (On the Persian tribute, sec Herod., iii. s9 el seq., and vi. 42.)
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for earth and water ? " said the Spartans to the messengers of

Darius,— " you shall have them both
;

" and they threw the men

into a well. The Athenians flung them into the baraihron? and,

if we may believe a story of doubtful authenticity, condemned to

death the interpreter who had polluted the Greek language by

translating the orders of a Barbarian.

Athens was always at war with the Aiginetans, and she now took

the opportunity their conduct offered of accusing them to Sparta as

traitors to the common cause.

This appeal to the Spartans was

equivalent to an acknowledgment

of their claim to supremacy as

the recognized chiefs of Hellas

:

the difficulties of the situation

had put to silence Athenian pride.

Kleomenes responded cordially,

and hastened to Aigina to seize the offenders ; but his colleague,

Demaratos, who had already betrayed him in an expedition into

Attika, warned the islanders, and the enterprise failed.

To put an end to this vexatious opposition on the part of his

colleague. Kleomenes caused it to be declared by the Pythia, whom
he had won over, that Demaratos was not of royal

race, and thus obtained his deposition. Leotjxhides

had co-operated with Kleomenes in this scheme, and

now succeeded Demaratos, to whom he was next of

kin ; he then by repeated insults drove the ex-king

to abandon Sparta and join Hippias in exile, where,

like the Athenian, he sought protection from the

Great King.

Kleomenes proceeded to Aigina and took thence ten hostages,

whom he sent to Athens. It was the last public act of this tur-

1 See p. 35. note 2.

- Double Persian sicle. View of a fortress flanked with five bastions, standing at the

water's edge ; in front of it a galley. In the exergue^ two linns leaping apart. Reverse: the

king of Persia, standing on his war-chariot, with a charioteer holding the reins; the horses are

treading under foot a sta<r engraved in intaglio.

8 Aehaimenid king. An Aehaimenid king, probably Darius, son of Hystaspes. wearing on

his head the bidaris, seizing bv the throat a lion rampant bet. 're him, and making ready to

strike the animal with his poniard. Between the kins and the lion is the symbol of the

supreme divinity, Ormtizd, in the most simple form. (Engraved stone of the Cabinet de

France, Catalogue, No. 1,025.) Brown agate-chalcedony 25 millim. in height.

ENGRAVED
STONE. 3
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bulent loader; he became insane, and died by his own hand. Leo-

tvehides, being later convicted of receiving money from an enemy

whom he should have opposed, was sent into exile, where he died.

"Tims the gods," says Herodotos, "punished the perjury of the

two kings." Meanwhile the people of Aigina demanded the return

of their hostages ; and when Athens refused to restore them the

Aiginetans captured the sacred galley which was carrying to Cape

Sounion many of the principal citizens. War at once broke out.

An Aiginetan attempted to overthrow, in his island, the oligarchical

government. He seized the citadel ; but not being reinforced in

time by the Athenians, abandoned the enterprise and fled from

the country, and seven hundred of his

followers of the poorer class were mas-

sacred. One of these unfortunate men,
.

making his escape, fled to the temple of

Demeter, and clung to the door-handle so ""^
OF TABŜ 7

forcibly that he could not be dragged

away ; upon which the pursuers cut off his hands, and so removed

him from the sanctuary. Herodotos, habituated to civil wars,

says only concerning the butchery of the seven hundred :
" Thus

the Aiginetans treated their own people
;

" but the act of sacrilege

seems to him worthy of special remark. " They incurred a guilt,"

he says, "which they were unable, by any ingenuity, to expiate,

and they were ejected from the island before the goddess again

received them into favor." 2 This war, in fact, did not end till

nine years after the second expedition of the Persians.

The new army, one hundred thousand foot and ten thousand

horse, embarked on six hundred galleys, set out under the command,

of Datis, the Median, and Artaphernes, the king's nephew. Darius

had ordered them to conquer Eretria and Athens, to enslave the

inhabitants, and bring them, as his bondsmen, into his presence ; he

wished to behold the men who had dared to brave him. This time

the fleet, avoiding Mount Athos, sailed across the iEgoean Sea. On

1 Achaimenid king strur"'lin<; with a rampant linn, and plunging his poniard into the ani-

mal's side. Reverse: TEP2I[KON]. Achaimenid king, standing, bearded, wearing the kidaris,

huldinj in one hand the ansate cross, and in the other the spear. In the field the lotus-flower

and the legend in Aramaic: nri (Tarsou). (Silver.)

» vi. 90-91. Herodotos speaks of two persons of the name Artaphernes, — the brother

and the nephew of the king.

,
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the way the Persian army subdued Naxos, burned the city and the

sacred buildings, respected the sanctuaries of Delos because the

Persians themselves adored the sun and moon, and finally arrived

at Euboia, where they took Karystos, and besieged Eretria. This

city at first hoped to make a successful defence, and the Athe-

nians gave them as auxiliaries those four thousand men who had

been established as a colony in the island ; but men of rank

among the citizens opened the gates to the enemy ; the city

was sacked and burned, with its temples, in reprisal for the

VIEW OF MOUNT PANHELLENION, IN AIGINA. 1

destruction of Sardis. All the inhabitants, friendly or hostile,

were enslaved and sent to Darius, who assigned them a place of

residence near the Persian Gulf. More than a century and a half

later, Alexander discovered this Greek settlement, whose popula-

tion remained faithful to the language and manners of their

ancestral home. Plato composed an epitaph for these lost sons

of Greece: "Bom in Euboia, children of Eretria, we repose near

1 From Le Bas, Voyage archeologiqut • n Grea el en Asie Mineure, Itindraire, pi. 14. The

ruins at the foot of the mountain are now called Nam (temple), and doubtless mark the site of

the ancient sanctuary. The temple of Zeus Panhellenion was on the summit of the mountain

(1,750 feet), and overlooked the Saronic Gulf in all its extent.
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Susa ; how far. alas, from our native land
!

" This transplanting

of entire populations was a custom with Oriental Governments.

The Assyrians applied this measure to the

Jews, the Persians to the people of Mi-

letos. and Darius proposed to employ it

in the case of Athens. To carry men

away from the tomhs of their ancestors
BRONZE COIN.1

and the temples of their gods was less

than a general massacre, but more than personal servitude. It

is easy to see how the Greeks replied by a despairing struggle

to a threat like this.

From Eretria the Persians went on, and cast anchor in the

bay of Marathon. The plain of this name, bordered by the sea,

by marshes, and by the foot-hills of Pentelikos and Parnes, is

about six miles long and two wide ; it was of all Attika the

ground most favorable for the evolutions of cavalry : Hippias, the

banished kins:, had onlv too well selected it. The Athenians

rushed to meet the Barbarians. Every tribe furnished about a

thousand soldiers and a few slaves. To this army of ten thou-

sand men were added one thousand Plataians ; remembering that

Athens had once succored them, they came willingly to incur a

dancer from Avhich all the other Greeks shrank back in terror.

This was the only assistance that Athens received from without.

She had. however, sent the courier Pheidippides to notify Sparta

of the arrival of the Persians, and in less than two days he had

accomplished the hundred and fifty miles that separated the two

cities. The Spartans, unanimous in their readiness to respond to

this patriotic appeal, were held back by a religious law which for-

bade them to march out from the city until the full moon, and it

was now only the ninth day. But in traversing the Arkadian

mountains Pheidippides had heard the god Pan promise his help

to the Athenians.

An army of eleven thousand men marched out, then, against one

hundred and ten thousand enemies.2 It was under the orders of ten

1 Iliad of the youthful Herakles, with the lion's skin, right profile. Reverse: bull's head,

three-quarters front, the horns adorned with chains; above, KA (Kapvarlav) ; in front, the

monogram of a magistrate's name. (Bronze of the liritisli Museum, Central Greece, pi. 19,

Xo. 3.) See p. :i9, another coin of Karystos in Euboia.

- As Herodotos gives no figures, then- is uncertainty upon this point: but he does tell us
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generals, or strategoi, chosen one from each tribe, each to command
for a day, in turn. One of these was Miltiades, the son of Kimon.

He had become renowned as the tyrant of the Chersonesos,— a

principality bequeathed him by his uncle,— and the Athenians owed

to him the conquest of Lemnos. where he had avenged upon the

inhabitants a very ancient quarrel. 1
It was he who, in the expe-

dition of Darius against the Scythians, proposed to destroy the

bridge over the Danube. When, after the taking of Miletos, the

Persians had spread over the shores of the Hellespont, he had has-

tily quitted the Chersonesos, and, traversing the hostile fleet, amid

great dangers had made his way home to Greece with four tri-

remes loaded with treasure. Here he was publicly accused of

tyranny, but received honorable acquittal, and was shortly elected

one of the ten generals.

Opinions were divided : five generals wished to wait, " because

they were too few to engage with the army of the Medes
;

" Mil-

tiades and four others urged an immediate battle, because the

intrigues of Hippias and the gold of the invaders made a greater

danger than their numbers. The fate of Eretria showed the risk

of giving treason an opportunity to creep into camp or city, — so

Miltiades urged, and he succeeded in convincing the polemarch

Kallimachos, who had a vote with the generals. It was decided

to fight at once. Aristeides, one of the ten generals, recognizing

the superiority of Miltiades, advised his colleagues to yield to

him their days of command ; but Miltiades would not accept, and

waited till his turn came. Kallimachos had the usual place of

that the Athenian army had no cavalry (vii. 112). Xor had it cavalry at Plataia (i.\. 27). It

was onlv at a later period that the Athenian cavalry assumed a degree of importance.

1 The Pelasgoi of Lemnos in some of their predatory expeditions had carried off a num-

ber of Athenian women assembled for a religious festival. Later, on a suspicion of treason,

thev had killed these women and the children born of intermarriage with them. Summoned by

Athens to give satisfaction, they had made answer that they would submit when a fleet setting

sail from Athenian territory should be able in one day, driven by the north wind, to reach

their coasts. These conditions it was manifestly impossible to fulfil : but from the Chersonesos.

which had become the property of an Athenian. Miltiades had been able in a few hours, with

a north wind, to reach Lemnos, and he had been strong enough to compel the inhabitants to

admit that their conditions had been thus fulfilled.

Xote.— The view of the plain of Marathon (from Stackelherg, La Grece) on the opposite

page is taken from the village of Vrana. on the west. It is from this side that the Athenians

came on to the battle-field. Vrana no doubt occupies the site of the demos of Probalinthos.

The heishts at the right are the spurs of Pentelikos; at the left opens the valley of Marathon,

watered by the river called XapaSpa rrjs Oiraijf.
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TETRADliACIIM. 1

the polemarch, on the right wing, and the Plataians occupied

the left. The Athenians extended their troops in line until they

presented a front equal to that of the Persian army, thus leaving

their centre very weak ; but they placed their

principal force in the wings, protected by an

abut t is of trees against the enemy's cavalry, so

that the latter could not turn them without ascend-

ing the slopes of the mountain,— a manoeuvre

not to be executed without difficulty, and of a

nature to break their ranks. Accordingly,

after reconnoitring this plain, surrounded by hills and marshy

along its edges, Datis and Arta-

phernes abandoned the idea of using

their cavalry. Miltiades covered the

two roads which led to Athens by

Kephisia and Aphidna. He left open

to the Persians that of Pallene ; but

this road they could reach only by a

flank movement, dangerous in the presence of a hostile army.

" Then the Athenians," says Herodotos, " as soon as they were ordered

to charge, advanced against the Barbarians running, the space between the

two armies being not less than a mile. The Persians, when they saw them

coming, made ready to receive them. And they imputed madness to the

Athenians, and that utterly destructive, when they saw that they were

few in number, and came on running, although they had no cavalry nor

archers. The Athenians, however, when they came to close quarters with

the Barbarians, fought memorably. They, first of all the Greeks whom we

know of, charged the enemy at full speed, and they first endured the sight

of the Medic garb and the men that wore it ; but until that time the very

name of the Medes had been a terror to the Greeks. The battle lasted

long. In the middle of the line the Persians and Sakians weVe victorious,

and having broken through the Greek centre, pursued to the interior; but

SILVER COIN. 2

1 Greek horseman galloping to the right, armed with the spear; a lion's skin is placed for

;i saddle on the horse's back. Reverse: a bnll threatening with his horns in the windings

of the Meander. Magnesian tetradrachm; unique specimen in the Museum of Berlin

(Friedlander, Das k&nigl. MUnzlcabinet, No. 223).

* Persian coin. Achaimenid kin;;, wearing the Persian tiara, clad in the kandys, drawing

his bow. Reverse: Persian horseman on a galloping horse and brandishing his lance; under

him. a dolphin. In the field an Aramaic letter, a mint-mark. (Silver coin of an unknown

satrap.)
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on both wings the Athenians and Plataians were victorious. Having gained

the victory, they allowed

the defeated Persians to

flee, and uniting both

wings, fought with those

that had broken their cen-

tre, and here also were vic-

torious. They followed the

Persians in their flight,

making great slaughter,

till, reaching the shore,

they called for fire and

made an attempt to burn

the Persian vessels.

" And first in this bat-

tle the polemarch Kalli-

machos was killed, having

proved himself a brave

1 Funereal stela of Aristion,

known under the name of " The
Soldier of Marathon " (from a

cast in the Trocadero). This

stela was discovered in Attika,

at Velanideza, over a great tu-

mulus. Both stela and base are

of Pentelikan marble. Two in-

scriptions give the name of the

soldier ("AptoriWor. genitive) and

of the sculptor (epyov 'Apioro-

icXeouf. the work of Aristokles).

Aristion is represented standing

and in complete armor ; there is

no doubt that he fell in battle,

and it was long believed that it

was at Marathon. But the form

of the letters of the inscription

and the style of the bas-relief al-

low us to attribute the work of

Aristokles to the sixth century

B. c. The relief is very low. and

it was completely painted. The

figure stands out from a red

ground ; the hair and beard in

ringlets are of reddish brown,

and the cuirass is of blue black.

(Concerning Aristokles, see E.

Lbwy, Inschriflcn (/riechischer

Bililhouer, Leipzig, 1885, pp. IS

and 13.)

[Fpa6'M/n^TQ- p \ £oi

THE SOLDIER OF MARATHON. 1
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n.au; ami among the generals Stesilaos, the son of Thrasylas, perished;

ami in the next place kynegeiros, son of Euphorion, Laving laid hold of

a ship"s prow, had his hand severed by an axe and fell
J
and besides,

many other distinguished Athenians were slain. Seven ships were taken;

o l 2 3 ? %K3"m.

MAP OP THE PLAIN OF MARATHON.

but with the rest, the Barbarians rowing rapidly off, sailed round Sou-

nion, wishing to reach the city first. . . . But the Athenians marched with

all speed to the relief of the city, and reached it before the Barbarians

arrived, who anchored for a while off the harbor of Phaleron, and then sailed

for Asia. 1 ... In this battle there perished of the Barbarians about six

1 Curtius thinks, and with reason, that a part of the Persian army, notably (he cavalry,

had already been embarked to go to surprise Athens, deprived of its defenders, when Miltiadea

precipitated the battle, to take advantage of the confusion produced by this movement. It is

certain that the numerous Persian cavalry was not engaged at Marathon. Herodotos mentions

the report that a white- shield had been held up on the summit of Pentelikos by the partisans

of Hippias as a signal to the Persians that the urates of Athens would be opened to them.



416 HISTORY OF GEEECE.

thousand four hundred men, and of the Athenians one hundred and ninety-

two." (Sept. 12, 490 b. c.)

Aristeides, who with his tribe remained behind on the battle-

field of Marathon, interred the dead and gathered up the spoils ;

from the bronze was made the colossal statue of Athene Promachos,1

the maiden warrior who, nine centuries later, it is said, warded off

another and more terrible invasion.

Hippias was probably among the slain, and the poet Aischylos

received a wound. Herodotos makes no mention of the soldier

who ran without stopping from Marathon to Athens,

and expired as soon as he had announced the vic-

tory. But the old historian does not tell us of some

other circumstances as to this astonishing victory

which were well known to the multitude. Theseus

was seen by some, and by others the hero Echetlos,

fiohting; in the ranks bf the Athenians.

A tenth of the spoils was devoted to the protecting divinities

Athene, Apollo, Artemis ; and in memory of the promise of

victory heard by the courier Pheidippides, a sanctuary was conse-

crated to the god Pan in a grotto on the side of the Akropolis.

The Plataians who fell in the battle were buried under a

mound adjacent to that where the Athenians were interred; and

grateful Athens did not forget the slaves who had aided her to

conquer, giving them also their funereal stela upon this glorious

battle-field.

The honor paid Miltiades was to represent him and also

Kallimachos on the walls of the Poikile, in a group of heroes

and demigods. This was much,— usually Athens did less; nor

have we a right to accuse her of envious jealousy towards her

great men. Was it not the people who were eager to fight, and

who won the victory? History, however, will not reply to the

1 Promachos, she who fights in the foremost rank.

2 Athene Promachos. Athene, bare-headed and winged, as a Victory, standing to the

ri^ht, her left arm covered with the aigis. In the field a shield and the monogram of a

magistrate's name or of a mint. Legend : BOIQTfiN. Reverse of a bronze coin of the Boio-

tians, in genere, with the head of Herakles on the face.

X, )TIr._On the opposite page i* an illustration, from a photograph, of the ruins of the

temple on Cape Sounion. This temple, of marble from Mount Laureion, was consecrated to

Athene.
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AMULET.3

accusations of popular injustice as did the Athenian citizen who

said to Miltiades :
" When you conquer the Barbarians by your-

self alone, Miltiades, you alone shall have

the honor of the victory
;

" * for history

knows how much the skill of the leader

adds to an army's strength. Later a tomb

was erected to Miltiades on the plain of

Marathon near the tumulus commemora-

tive of the soldiers who fell in the battle.2

Adjacent to this were placed ten columns,

one for each tribe, and upon them were

engraved the names of the hundred and

ninety-two heroes. It was said that the

Persians had brought with them to Mara-

thon "a block of Parian marble of which

they proposed to make a monument in

honor of their victory, and that Pheidias

converted it into a statue of Nemesis ; but this is only legendary.

It is, however, true that a small temple was consecrated on this

plain to the goddess of retribution ; but the Nemesis of Rhamnous

was the work, not of Pheidias, but of Agorakritos, the favorite

pupil of the great Athenian sculptor.

1 The honors usually bestowed on citizens at Athens were a wreath of gold, exemption

from taxes (dWXfw), the right to be maintained at the public expense in the Prytaneia, and a

special seat at the theatre; to strangers was given the citizenship. Cf. Demosthenes, Against

Arislokr., §§ 196-200. It was displeasing to the Greeks to have the personality of their

leaders made too conspicuous. "What!" says Peleus in the Andromache of Euripides,

" should not the trophy that the army erects of the spoils of enemies be the work of the

whole army? Should one man snatch away the glory that all have gained? He did no

more than hurl a spear, like all the others ; he did no more than every man has done."

And with like injustice Aischines says, later: " The name of the people, and not the

name of the generals, is found on all monuments in memory of the victories of Athens "

(Disc, against Ctesiphon, 193 et seq.). After Marathon the gods also had cause of com-

plaint. To Athene had been promised as many goats as there should be enemies slain

;

but it would have been to destroy every goat in Attika, and the goddess had to content

herself with five hundred.
2 There is still to be seen a tumulus on the plain of Marathon, about thirty feet in height

and six hundred in circumference. It is believed to be the one which commemorated the Athe-

nian heroes.

3 Amulet found on the battle-field of Marathon. This amulet has a gold ring by which

to suspend it. It is in the shape of a pyramid of three sta£es, placed on an elongated and

slightly pyramidal cube. The four faces have Oriental decorations. The one represented

shows a warrior transfixing a rampant lion. Barbaric style. (Serpentine 50 millim. in height.

Cabinet tie France, Catalogue, Xo. 972.)
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The Plataians shared in the honors of the victory as they had

shared in the perils of the conflict. " Ever since," says Herodotos,

" when the Athenians offer sacrifices and celebrate the public

THE HERO ECHETLOS (?).
a

festivals which take place once in five years, the Athenian herald

prays, saying, 'May blessings attend both the Athenians and the

Plataians.'
"

Two days after the battle the Spartans arrived, having been

only three days on the road. They congratulated the Athenians

on their victory, and visited the battle-field, still strewn with the

dead. But at sight of the trophies and of the enthusiasm of the

victors they must have recognized the fact that on the day when

the vast empire of Persia had been thus successfully defied, a great

nation had come into existence in Greece.

1 Etruscan bas-relief on a cinerary urn ; in the Museum of the Louvre. This is one of

the representations most frequent upon Etruscan urns, and while it has not received explana-

tion that is perfectly satisfactory, it is generally believed to be borrowed from the Etruscan

religion, and not from the legendary history of Athens. According to this legend. " the hero

of the ploughshare " (such is the meaning of the Greek word) killed at Marathon many

Persians with this extemporized weapon. The monument has been thus explained by Winckel-

mann. Zoega, and Clarac. (Cf. Clarac. Muse'e de sculpture, vol. ii. part 1. p. 696, No. 255 bis;

Zoe'za. Bassirilievi, tav. 40; Annali dell' Ins/, arrheol, 1835, p. 104; 1837, 2, pp. 256. 264;

Bull, dell' Inst, archeol., 1839, p. 74 : 1849. p. 9 : 1859, p. 182.)
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III. MiLTIADES, TlIEMISTOKLES, AXD ArISTKIDES.

Wab had been driven away from Attika; it was important to

keep it forever at a distance, by forming around Greece a ram-

pa it which should arrest any new invasion. If it were possible

to close the iEgsean Sea to the Persians by seiz-

ing upon the Cyclades, they could reach Hellas

only by the long and dangerous route through

Thrace. This was the plan of Miltiades. " He
asked of the Athenians seventy vessels, and troops

and money," says Herodotos, " without telling

them what country he proposed to invade, but

saying that he would make them rich if they

would follow him, for he would take them to

a country whence they could bring home abun-

dance of gold." On the credit of his name the

poor crowded around him, and he went to be-

siege Paros, " having a grudge against the Pari-

an-." The defence was vigorous, and Miltiades,

severely wounded in the thigh, after twenty-six

days was obliged to raise the siege. The Athe-

nians had never felt perfect confidence in the

former tyrant of the Chersonesos, and this ex-

pedition awakened all their former suspicions.

Xanthippos, the father of Perikles, a good citizen, prosecuted him

before the people on a charge of having deceived the Athenians

and squandered the public treasure.

1 From the Archiwlogische Zeitung, vol. xxii. (1864) pi. 183, 1 and 2, and p. 145. This

great lecyth of Pentelikan marble, which was used as a funereal stt-la. was itself discovered at

Athens ; but on the battle-field was found the first of the series which has long been known

under the name of " Vases of Marathon." Of all these, the one here represented is the most

perfect. The artist represents the scenes of daily life: at the left two young men, with helmet

and shield, are taking leave of one another; at the right an ephebos sits upon his prancing

horse (fLcrcaipl£ei). Between the two scenes the artist has introduced a graceful and charming

group : two young women, one of whom is seated, while the other leans gently on her com-

panion's shoulder, watch the two young men. who are parting from each other. This group

did not l>elong to the original composition; in introducing it tin- artist was obliged to leave the

horse's tail unfinished and to put the two female figures in the background and on a higher

plane. The relief is low, and was evidently made more effective by the use of color.

VASE OF MARATHON.
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Diodoros, Cornelius Xepos, and Plutarch have accumulated facts

unfavorable to the Athenians. Herodotos, who was able to con-

verse with eye-witnesses, relates the affair more simply. " Mil-

tiades," he says, '"though present in person, made no defence ; fur

he was unable, as his thigh had begun to mortify. But wbile be

lay un a couch; his friends made a defence for him, dwelling much

on the battle that had been fought at Marathon, and on the cap-

PETAILS OF THE VASE OF MARATHON.

ture of Lemnos, since, having taken Lemnos and inflicted vengeance

on the Pelasgians, he had given it up to the Athenians. The

people so far favoring him as to acquit him of the capital offence,

and having fined him fifty talents for the injury he had done,

Miltiades soon after died of the gangrene of his wound, and Kimon,

his son, paid the fine." We hear nothing of the prison in which

the liberator of Athens languished, nor of the body of the hero

piously redeemed by his son from the jailer who detains it still

loaded with chains, nor of the fair Elpinike, given to the wealthy

Kallias by her brother Kimon in exchange for the fifty talents

which the pitiless treasury demands. 1 The dramatic interest is

lessened, but truth gains by this, and also the honor of the Athe-

1 The fine of fiftv talents [sixty thousand dollars] was the usual penalty inflicted on those

who hail mismanaged public affairs. As concerns Elpinike, it appears that she married

Kallias, though Herodotos does aot say so (Plutarch, Kimon, 4).
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nian people, so much calumniated by the rhetoricians of all atres.

At the same time, while the law was strictly observed in this

suit, justice according to our modern ideas 1— which require that

TEMPLE OF NEMESIS AT RHAMNOT/B.3

crime, not error, and treason, not defeat, should be punished —
was violated, and this end of the victor of Marathon remains a

disgrace to Athens. Once dead, however, neither eulogiums nor

honors were lacking to his memory. When the Athenians, in

memory of Marathon, sent to Delphi thirteen statues of gods and

1 Our idea?, but not our laws. General Ramorino was shot in 1840, by order of n council

of war, on account of misunderstanding or failing properly to execute an order; Duponl was
imprisoned for liis surrender of Baylen : Admiral Byng was put to death for a defeat. Every
captain of a ship who loses his vessel passes before a council of war, and is condemned if

negligence even can be proved against him. In all high functions incapacity may equal a crime

against the country.

Restoration from The Unedited Antiquities of Attica, by the Society of Dilettanti,

chap. vii. pi. ii. The little temple of Rbamnous was destroyed by the Persians, who built

a larcrer one in the neighborhood. The ruins of both may still be seen.
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heroes, Miltiades alone of mortal men was admitted to the divine

band.

Three men took his place,— Xanthippos, a nephew of Kleis-

thenes, celebrated only for his victory at Mykale and as the father

of Perikles ; Aristeides and The-

mistokles, who were renowned, the

one for his integrity, the other for

the great services he rendered to

the State.

Themistokles was born about

the year 535 B. c. His father, Neo-

kles, was a man of obscure family

but great wealth, and his mother,

a foreigner. In commercial Athens

prejudices of race were not very

strong, and he made them still

feebler. Boys of mixed race were

allowed to practise the exercises of

the gymnasium only in the Kyno-

sargos ; Themistokles succeeded in

attracting thither the children of

the Eupatrids, and thus put an

end to this invidious separation.

For himself he preferred labor to

amusement ; but he neglected the

speculative studies, to which the

Greeks attached so much importance, and attended upon the in-

struction of one of the Sages of his time,— a class of teachers who

concerned themselves especially with the science of government-

He was reproached one day with not knowing how to play the

lyre. " Songs and sports become me not," he said ; " but I am

able to take a city small and feeble, and quickly render it strong

and great."

Remarking his ambition and ardor, one of his instructors pre-

dicted for him a great career, either in good or evil. He sought

I Marble bust, from Visconti, Iconografia greca, pi. xiii. 1. The inscription. MtATid8ij5

K.Vwi-of 'A<Va'°«- I? engraved in characters somewhat archaic, as on the busts of Bias and

Periander, pp. 213, 214.
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the Olympic prize on account of the great reputation which was

attached to victory at the games. He took pride in having it

thought that he knew by name every Athenian citizen, and was

himself known to every one. Also he attracted to his house all

foreign artists and strangers of distinction who visited the city.

His father sought to turn him away from public affairs. Walking

with him upon the beach, he bade him notice the old broken galleys

that were left there to decay. " Thus it is," said Neokles, " that

the multitude abandon those who do them service, and leave their

benefactors to perish." But the counsels of selfish experience hap-

pily remain always ineffectual. Themistokles studied carefully the

art of public speaking, knowing well that eloquence in a republic

is the best of weapons. To gain the confidence of his fellow-

citizens he was always ready to advocate any cause laid before

him, and to act as arbiter when it was desired. He was thus

quietly strengthening his position, when the Persian war interfered

with his schemes. To resist the army of Datis and Artaphernes

a general was needed, and not an orator ; the honors of the first

Persian war fell altogether to Miltiades. Themistokles, questioned

by his friends as to his sudden desire for solitude and his de-

pressed, agitated, and thoughtful air, rejoined :
" The trophies of

Miltiades will not suffer me to sleep." But his opportunity was

shortly to come, for in the serious crisis about to fall upon Athens,

she would require a man alike incapable of fear and of rashness,

whom nothing could surprise, who judged wisely of all things,

foresaw results, and instantly provided remedies. This man was

Themistokles.

At Marathon he had fought at the side of him who was to be

his rival. Aristeides had early been distinguished for his severe

integrity, and acquired without seeking it the influence Themis-

tokles strove so' hard to gain. On the death of Miltiades these

two men stood first among the citizens of Athens ; but their views

differed as did their characters. Themistokles sought his sup-

port from the people ; Aristeides strove rather for the appro-

val of the higher classes. The former had great influence in the

assembly, the latter in the courts of justice. No one disputed

the ability of Themistokles, but it was known that he had few

scruples when success lay through wrong-doing ; the integrity of
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Aristeides, on the contrary, became a proverb. Friendly towards

Kleisthenes, and free from any party ties, be was devoted to

law and justice. It was bis pleasure to preserve old customs

and manners, tbe rustic life, the labors of the fields ; his rival,

directing the activity of the Athenians towards the sea and com-

merce, was about to transfer tbe preponderance from the agricul-

turists to the merchants, from land-owners to wandering capitalists,

from the laborer, attached to his own soil and his own gods, to

the sailor, who forgot both. One strove to maintain the aristo-

cratic elements of the State ; the other had no fear of any new

progress to be made by the democracy. From this opposition

sprang continual struggles, which disturbed the peace of the city.

"Athens will never be at peace," Aristeides said, "until both

Themistokles and myself are cast into the barathron."

Themistokles succeeded in bringing to pass the half of this

prophecy, Aristeides being the only sufferer. He put in circula-

tion a rumor that Aristeides was arrogating to himself something

like regal power, by obtaining the arbitration in all law-suits,

and thus leaving the tribunals idle. These charges produced their

effect. The services of the good citizen were forgotten ; for " grati-

tude sleeps," says Pindar, and Envy, which had been transferred

to Olympos,1
still prevailed on earth in the minds of the democ-

racy : Aristeides was exiled by ostracism (483 B.C.). It is related

that an illiterate citizen, standing beside him in the assembly, begged

him to write his own name on the other's voting-tile. "Why do

you seek to ostracize Aristeides ? " the great Athenian asked; "has

he done you injury?" "No," the citizen said, "he has done

me no harm, but I am weary of hearing him called ' the just.'

'

As he left Athens, "the just" Aristeides prayed the gods that

no cause might be given to his native land for regretting that

he had been sent into exile.

Let us not forget that a century earlier such a rivalry would

have been settled by force of arms, and would have deluged the

city with blood, instead of being peacefully ended by a vote.

Injustice there was, no doubt ; but the Athens of Themistokles

had gained much over the Athens of Peisistratos : it was her free

institutions that saved her from civil war. Moreover, Themistokles

1 See Vol. I. Chap. VI. § iii.
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effaced the memory of this bad action by his services. After

Marathon the people believed the war ended; none but himself

understood that it was scarcely begun,— that the master of Asia.

Thrace, and the islands would not leave unpunished the affront

ANCIENT WASHING PLACE OF ORE IN THE MIXES OF LAUREION. 1

he had received from the inhabitants of this little country. He
also recognized, and his chief merit is this, that there was safety

for the Greeks only in their navy. He persuaded his countrymen

of this necessity, and it happened fortunately that they were en-

gaged in a naval war with Aigina at the time ; accordingly, they

were induced to apply the product of the silver mines of Laureion.

which had been hitberto divided among the citizens, to the con-

struction of a hundred galleys.2 Before employing them for the

1 From a photograph.
2 The amount distributed was ten drachmas per capita (Herod., vii. 144). Silver as well

a- gold is sometimes found in a completely pure state, and its color, hardness, and freedom

from oxidation must early have attracted attention. At Laureion, from Sounion to Thorikos,

over a region some miles in breadth, there wen- veins of argentiferous '_ralenas. whence the

Athenians were able to obtain seventy per cent of lead. In the scoriae which they threw aside

our engineers now find from -i\ to fourteen per cent of lead. But the silver which these lead

ores furnished amounted it appears, to only one half per cent, which represents, according to

the present value of silver, less than twenty dollars to the ton of ore. See Gorceix, Mines du
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salvation of Athens, he used them in securing her supremacy in

Greek waters. This supremacy had been disputed by the Island

of Aigina. Themistokles bumbled the navy of the Aiginetans;

and seeing Athens henceforth mistress of the seas, favored with

all his influence the extension of her commerce, which was also

the extension of her naval power. When news came that Xerxes

was approaching, the city had two hundred galleys habituated to

naval manoeuvres, and, to shelter them, a splendid harbor, the

Peiraieus, which Themistokles had, in a sense, discovered. In

the year 493 b. c. he had as archon ordered the abandon-

ment of the roadstead of Phaleron, and obtained a decision of the

people to begin the works which made a second Athens around

the harbor.

Laurium, and Huet, Me'moire sur le Laurium, in the Me'moires de la Socie'te des Tnge'nieurs

civils, July-August, 1879, pp. 731 et seq.; [also. Bdckh. Dissertation on the Silver Mines of

Laurium (appended to the English translation of his Public Economy of Athens), and Grote's

History of Greece, vol. v. pp. 71 et seq.— Ed.]

1 Helmet (aulopis). Head wearing the helmet (aiXSnrts'). with high crest and para-

gnathides. Underneath, a symbol of uncertain significance. Reverse: incused square. (Silver

coin of the Island of Kalvinna. Archaic style.)

SILVER coix.1
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CHAPTER XVII.

SALAMIS AND PLATAIA (480-479 B.O.).

I.— Xerxes ix Greece.

"VTTHEN he heard of the disaster at Marathon, Darius felt that

' * his fame and power were pledged to come victoriously

out of this struggle. He, the sovereign of an immense empire, to

be defeated by an obscure and petty nation ! An outrage like

this left unpunished would have been a fatal blow to his suprem-

acy, a dangerous invitation to revolt offered to the many States

subject to his sway. That the Scythians had escaped his weapons

and baffled his pursuit was because their deserts, not their valor,

had got the better of him. Moreover, the concptest of Thrace

had banished from his mind the vain attempt upon lands beyond

the Danube ; and the wandering Scythian tribes had no fixed resi-

dence, no central point at which they could build up a power

rivalling his own and solidly established. The Greeks, on the

contrary, had a territory with definite boundaries, States regularly

and sagaciously organized, cities rich and populous. Furthermore,

the recent audacity of this people, who a few years earlier had

insulted the Great King in his own capital and had mocked at

his efforts to punish them, awakened all the old traditional hatred

between Asia and Greece which had been the subject of Homer's

verse. His immortal epic still kept alive the memory of the fate-

ful struggle on that very plain of Troy which had been its theatre.

After a long interval the second act of this great drama was about

to begin. The connection between the two wars was clear enough,

remote though they were in point of time. When Xerxes ad-

vanced to cross the Hellespont he stopped upon the banks of the

Skamandros, visited the ruined palace of Priam, and offered sacri-

fices to the Trojan Athene and to the heroes of the war. In his
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turn. Alexander of Macedon, the champion of the West, paid the

same homage in the same

places ; it was, then, in truth

the struggle of one conti-

nent against another.

During the three years

that followed the battle of

Marathon all Asia was

astir with the enrolment of

soldiers, the fitting out of

ships, the collecting of horses

and provisions. In the

fourth year Egypt revolted,

and Darius was making

ready to march into that

country when he died (484

B. a). The first care of

Xerxes, his son and succes-

sor, was to stifle the Egyp-

tian revolt; and after ac-

complishing this he occupied

himself with Greece.

The most ardent advocate

of this war was a brother-

in-law of the king, the im-

petuous Mardonios, who as-

pired to the command and

the renown of the expedition.

"Europe." he said, -was a

very beautiful country, very

fertile, and worthy to be

possessed hy the king alone

among mortals." Similar

views were urged by those

Greek kings whom revolu-

Persian king destroying a dragon.1 tions had driven to seek

1 Bas-relief from the palace of Darin*, from Dieulafoy, L'Art antique fie la Perse, vol. iii.

pi. 17. This is a scent- often represented, notably on intaglios. (Sec J. Me'nant, Recherche.i
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PERSIAN COIN. 1

shelter in Asia. Most important among these were the Peisistra-

tidai, who had not lost, in losing Hippias, all hope of reigning at

Athens, and constantly begged to be restored to the throne by

Persian arms. They had brought with them to Susa the p
soothsayer Onomakritos, a great collec-

tor of oracles and old poems, to which at

need he made additions of his own, and

in all of them the king of Persia was

represented as predestined to success.

We cannot say that Demaratos, the

Spartan king banished by Kleomenes,

who had departed tittering threats, stood well at court, for he

always expressed doubts of the Persian victory; but the Aleuadai,

Thessalian princes anxious to strengthen and

extend their authority, even at the expense of

their dignity, promised to Xerxes the support

of all Thessaly. One man alone raised his voice

in the council to oppose the enterprise, — Arta-

banos, the brother of Darius ; but a vision in

the nio;ht which twice alarmed the kino; durinsro o o
his ship, and finally appeared to Artabanos himself, effaced all

scruples, and the war was determined on.3 After their defeat, the

Persians found some excuse for themselves in remembering that

the gods had urged them to the fatal expedition.

" Xerxes was employed four whole years," says Herodotos, " in assem-

bling his forces and providing things necessary for the expedition. In the

course of the fifth year he began his march, with a vast multitude of men.

For of the expeditions with which we are acquainted, this was by far the

greatest. . . . For what nation did not Xerxes lead out of Asia ; what

stream, being drunk by the army, did not fail him, except the great

FEr.SIAX GALLEY.2

stir la r/hjptique orientale, part ii. pp. 164 et seq.) It is borrowed from Assyrian monuments
(///(''/.. pp. 76-78

irded head of a ^atrap or of an Achaimenid king, with the Oriental mitre, ri^lit pm-

file. Reverse: BA2IA. Lyre (tetradrachm). Waddington conjectures that this is the effigy

of Artaxerxes Mnemon, and that it wa- struck at Kolophon (Waddington, Melanges de numix-

natique, 1861).

- Beverse of an octodrachm of an Achaimenid king. On the face of this coin is the usual

type of the kinLr upon hi* war-chariot.

3 Herodotos, vii. 12 et seq Herodotos and Aischylos, with tin- old belief in the jealousy

of th> _ irded the defeat of the Persians as an expiation of thtir insolent prosperity.

VOL. II. — -"-
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rivers ? Some supplied ships ; others were ordered to furnish men for the

infantry ; from others cavalry were required, from others transports for

horses, together with men to serve in the army ; others had to furnish

long ships for bridges, and others provisions and vessels. . . . And hav-

ing informed himself as to the situations of places, he ordered provisions

to be stored where it was most convenient, conveying them to various

quarters in merchant vessels and transports from all parts of Asia."

Among other preparations, Xerxes undertook two great engi-

neering works,— the tunnelling of Mount Atlios, and the building

of a bridge from Abydos to Ses-

tos ; across the strait, that is

to say, which separates Asia

from Europe. It was not be-

coming that the haughty mas-

ter of the East should cross

that arm of the sea, like an or-

dinary mortal, on shipboard ; and it was fitting, moreover, to humil-

iate and punish Athos for the disaster the mountain had caused

to the fleet of Mardonios.2 A canal was

cut across the isthmus which united

Mount Athos to the mainland, seven

thousand five hundred feet in length,

and broad enough for two triremes to

pass. Traces of this canal are still visible.

Men from all nations labored on this work, but only the Phoeni-

cians knew how to protect their excavations so that the edges

should not fall in, — an accident which, repeatedly occurring.

COIN OF ABYDOS.1

;olN OF SESTOS.8

1 Diademed head of Artemis, right profile, with the bow and arrow on her shoulder.

Reverse, in a laurel wreath, an eagle, with wins;? displayed ; before him, a torch ; in the field :

ABYAHNQN. In the exergue, AIONY2IOY. magistrate's name. (Tetradrachm.)

- Greek sailors of the present day still dread the violent winds and currents which make

perilous the navigation around Mount Athos (Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, iii. 145, and

Cousinery, Voyage dans la Macedoine, ii. 1.53). In the southern part the canal is still broad

and deep; during the rainy season it is useful for drainage. For a length of about six hun-

dred feet in the middle it has been filled up. The greatest height of the isthmus nowhere

exceeds fifteen feet; and Herodotos remarks (vii. -_'4) that Xerxes might have had his vessels

dragged across the land, had he not wished to make a display of his power and leave a memo-

rial of himself.

3 Head of Demeter, left profile, the hair covered with a veil (o-cpevSopr]). Reverse : 5H2TI.

Pemeter, seated, facing left, and about to light a torch at another torch placed on a low column

before her. (Bronze.)
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From Dienlafoy, L'Art antique de la Perse, vol. i. pi. 10.
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caused double labor and doubtless serious disasters to the others.

But the despot took delight in these superhuman tasks ; the

canal was, for the gratification of his pride, what the Meraphian

pyramid had been to Cheops.

The Greeks had before this time united the two banks of the

Hellespont in the graceful legend which narrated the love of

THE HELLESPONT (STRAIT OF DARDANELLES).1

Hero, priestess of Aphrodite, and Leander, who by night was

accustomed to swim across the strait from Sestos to Abydos,

guiding himself by the beacon which Hero lighted for him on

the tower of Abydos.2 Byron repeated this exploit, though with-

out hope of like recompense. The extent of sea to be crossed is

not very great,— about five sixths of a mile. Xerxes resolved to

bridge it, using rafts strongly secured to each other by cables,

which the Egyptians and Phoenicians furnished. A tempest having

1 From a photograph. The view is taken from Erin-Keui, on the coast of Asia, south of

the ancient Abydos, and looking towards the northeast.

2 Vergil, Ovid, and Strabo make reference to this story. Their testimony does not prove,

as it baa been said to do, the authenticity of the legend, but shows it to have been very ancient.

The charming poem of Mousaios, which relates it, is, on the contrary, quite modern, — proba-

bly the fifth century of the Christian era.
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destroyed it, lie was exceedingly indignant, says Herodotos, and

commanded that the Hellespont should receive tlrree hundred

lashes with a scourge, and that a pair of fetters should be

thrown into the sea.

" I have heard also," adds the old historian, " that with theni he like-

wise sent branding instruments to brand the Hellespont: and he certainly

charged those wdio flogged the waters to utter these barba-

rous and impious words :
' salt sea ! thy master inflicts

this punishment upon thee because thou hast injured him,

although he had done thee no harm. And King Xerxes

will cross over thee, whether thou wilt or not; it is with

justice that no man sacrifices to thee, because thou art

both a deceitful and briny river
! '" J

INTAGLIO.2

If all this took place elsewhere than in the Greek

imagination, the Great King was ridiculous ; and he was cruel in

putting to death those superintendents of the works who were

guilty of no other crime than that of being defeated

in the struggle be had undertaken against the forces

of Nature. The work was begun afresh ; vessels

were connected together in two lines between the two

coasts, and strongly anchored ; over these, cables were

stretched from shore to shore, and heavy planks laid

regularly upon them, equal in length to the width of the bridge,

and securely fastened. Lastly, brushwood was laid on top, and

earth ; and it was fenced in on each side, that the beasts of

burden and horses might not be frightened at sight of the sea

beneath them. This time the work was secure.

Herodotos thus describes the march.

" The baggage-carriers and beasts of burden first led the way ;
after

them came a host of all nations promiscuously, not distinguished; after

more than one half of tbe army had passed, an interval was left, that

1 These insults to the sea are quite in accordance with Greek naturalism, but not with the

religious ideas of the Persians.

- Magian standing, extending the right hand and adoring the supreme god. Ormuzd, whose

Imst, with beard and high tiara, is placed upon a crescent. In the field, a star: at the feel of

the Magian, the sacred fire. (Cone of sardonyx. Intaglio, height, 21 millim. Cabinet de

France, Catalogue, No. 1,019.)

3 Ormuzd, wearing the radiate kidaris, with wings and tail of a dove, holding with both

hands a sceptre, with round top; in the field, a star and a crescent. (Cone of striped agate,

height, 20 millim. Cabinet de France, Catalogue, No. 1,013.)

ORMUZD.3
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WARRIOR OFFERING A LIBATION. 1

SILVER COIX-

they might not mix with the king's troops. Before him a thousand

horsemen led the van, chosen from among all the Persians ; and next to

them a thousand spearmen: these also chosen from among all, carrying

their lances turned downwards to the earth.

After these came ten sacred horses, called

Nisaian, gorgeously caparisoned. These

horses are called Nisaian on the following

account : there is a large plain in the Median

territory which is called the Nisaian plain,

and here these large horses are hied. Fol-

lowing them was the sacred chariot of Zeus

[Ormuzd], drawn by eight white horses; behind the horses followed a

charioteer on foot, holding the reins, because no mortal ever is seated in

this chariot. Behind this came Xerxes himself in a chariot drawn by

Nisaian horses, and a charioteer walked at his side. In this manner then

Xerxes marched out of Sardis ; and when

he thought fit he passed from the chariot to

a covered carriage. Behind him marched a

thousand spearmen, the bravest and must

noble of the Persian army, carrying their

spears in the usual fashion ; and after them

another body of a thousand horse, chosen from

among the Persians ; after the cavalry marched ten thousand picked men.

These were infantry, and a thousand of them had golden pomegranates on

their spears instead of ferules, and they enclosed the others on every side

;

but the nine thousand marching within had silver pomegranates. Those also

that carried the point of their spears turned downwards had golden pome-

granates, and those that followed nearest to Xerxes had golden apples.

Behind the ten thousand foot were placed ten thousand Persian cavalry, and

after the cavalry was left an interval of twelve hundred and fifty feet ; and

then the rest of the throng followed promiscuously. . . . When they had

reached Abydos, Xerxes wished to behold the whole army. And there had

been previously erected on a hill at this place, for his express use, a lofty

throne of white marble : the people of Abydos had made it, in obedience to

a previous order of the king. When he was seated there, looking down

1 Bearded warrior in Assyrian costume, having before him an unlighted pyre, offering

libation to Betas, armed with a thunderbolt, ami Btanding on a ball. At the left a bearded

sphinx with lifted paw. In the field, the crescent, the seven stars, the sun. and a sceptre sur-

mounted by a globe. (Cylinder of agate-onyx, height, 20 millim. Cabinet de France, Cata-

logue, Mo.
2 Persian warrior kneeling to the right and drawing his bow; behind him the ansatc

Incused square. Reverse: Persian warrior on horseback, stepping to the' left, his bow

hanging at his side. In the exergue traces of an Aramaic legend, — perhaps the name of the

city of Tarsos. (Silver coin of an unknown satrap.)
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SILVER COIN.1

towards the shore he beheld both the land army and the fleet, and he desired

to see a contest take place between the ships ; and when it had taken place,

and the Sidonian Phoenicians were victorious, he showed himself extremely

gratified both with the contest and the army. When he saw the whole

Hellespont covered by the ships, and all the shores and the plains of

Alivdos full of men, Xerxes thereupon pronounced himself happy, but

afterwards shed tears. Artabanos, his father's brother, having observed

him,— the same who had freely declared

his opinion and advised Xerxes not to in-

vade Greece,— this man, perceiving that

Xerxes wept, addressed him thus :
' king,

how different is your present conduct from

what you lately were doing! Having pro-

nounced yourself happy, you now shed

tears!' And Xerxes replied: 'Commiseration seized me when I considered

how brief all human life is, since of these, numerous as they are, not one

will survive to the hundredth year !
'

"

But the Great King fell far short of the truth; he might have

said, " not one will be alive a year hence."

On the following day the troops waited under arras for the

rising of the sun, in the mean time burning all sorts of perfumes

on the bridges, and strewing the road with

myrtle-branches. As the sun appeared

above the horizon, Xerxes from a golden

cup poured a libation into the sea and

offered a prayer to the sun that no acci-

dent might befall him or stop his course

until he had subdued Europe to the ut-

termost limit. Then he threw the cup into the Hellespont, and

a golden bowl and a Persian scymitar. " But I cannot deter-

mine," says Herodotos, " whether he cast these things into the sea

as a libation to the Sun, or whether he repented having scourged

the Hellespont, and offered these gifts by way of compensation."

1 Achaimenid king, bearded, wearin<; the kidaris and moving to the right. In the field a

grain of barley. Reverse: MAA. Herakles strangling the Nemeanlion; behind him his club.

(Coin struck at Mallos in Kilikia.)

2 Magian, Btanding, worshipping a god. also standing, holding the sickle and the club.

Between a pyre surmounted by a globe; at the right a tree against which two goats rear, while

tun liinls are about to light on the upper branches of it. A figure kneeling, having a cock's

head, surmounted by a scorpion, seems to be adoring the tree. (Cylinder in hematite. Height.

18 luillim. Cabinet de France, Catalogue, No. 855.)

MAGIAN ADORIXG. 2
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The army occupied seven days and nights in crossing ; and when

the entire multitude had reached the European side, Xerxes resolved

to number it. As grain is measured in the bushel, so was meas-

ured this human harvest, so soon to be reaped by the sword of

the Greeks. In the great plain of Doriskos, on the shore of the

Hebros, the computation was made. " Having drawn together

ten thousand men in one place, and having crowded them as close

together as was possible, they traced a circle on the outside;

they then removed the men, and built a low wall enclosing the

space. Having clone this, they made others enter within the enclo-

sure, until they had in this manner computed all." ' The numbers

given by Herodotos are prodigious. While ad-

mitting that he has not precise information,

he estimates the Asiatic forces at 1,700,000

foot, 80.000 horse, 20,000 men on camels or

in chariots, 517,000 rowers and fighting-men

in 3,000 transports, and 1,200 war-ships; and

to this must be added 324,000 men and 120

triremes from Thrace and the adjacent prov-
decadrachm.8

inces.—which gives a total of 2,640,000 com-

batants. The attendants, slaves, crews of provision-ships, etc., he

estimates at nearly an equal number, so that in all there must

have been about five millions of men.3
It seemed that there would

be no need of fighting ; Greece would be literally submerged under

this human tide rushing in upon it. "Do you think the Greeks

will fight?" Xerxes asked of Demoratos; and the Spartan replied :

" king, poverty has ever been famdiar to Greece, but virtue

has been accpiired, having been accomplished by wisdom and firm

laws, by the aid of which Greece has warded off poverty and

tyranny. I commend, indeed, all the Greeks, but I will speak of

1 Herodotos, vii. 60.

2 AEPPO, retrograde. Man holding a cadueeus, Branding by a pair of oxen. Reverse,

incused square. (Decadrachni in the archaic style of Derronikos, king of Bisaltia or of Odo-

mantia, about 480 B. C.)

3 The exactness of these statements has been doubted- for myself, I cannot but feel great

confidence in this enumeration which Herodotos makes, although I admit that, writing as he

did fortv vears after the events, he may have transmitted to us figures magnified by the ima-

gination of the Greeks. Certainly the number of slaves and followers could never have been

known, in his Persians, Aischylos, an eye-witness, tells us that 1,207 vessels were engaged at

;nis.
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the Spartans only. . . . They will meet you iu battle, even if all

the rest of the Greeks should side with you. With respect to

their number, j'ou need not ask how many they are that are

able to do this, for if a thousand men, or more, or even less,

should have marched out, they will certainly give you battle. . . .

Though free, they have a master over them,— the law, — which

they fear much more than your subjects fear you. Whatever it

enjoins, they do; and it ever enjoins this one thing,— that they

LIONESS FOUND AT KORKYRA. 1

should not flee from battle before any number of men, but remain

in their ranks and conquer or die." Then the master of these

soldiers who were scourged to the battle-field laughed as he heard

this incredible thing, namely, that there were men who marched

willingly to death or victory because the law commanded them

to do so.

The strange aspect of this vast multitude was further enhanced

by their tumultuous advance, their grotesque costumes, and their

diverse weapons : the Persians, Medes, and Hyrcaiiians, with

particolored garments, breast-plates with iron scales, light bucklers

1 From a photograph reproduced in the Comptes rendus de FAcade-'mie des inscriptions et

belles-lettres, 1876, p. 271 (A. Duniont). Concerning the place where this antique was found,

see O. Riemann, Recherches arche'ologiques sur les ties loniennes, I. Corfou (in the Bibhotheque

des Ecoles francaises d'Athenes et de Rome, fasciculum viii.) pp. 23 and 41. This lioness of cal-

careous stone was discovered in a nckropolis not far from the celehrated tomh of Menekrates,

which is vet in its original position (Riemann. p. 30), and whose inscription belongs to the

primitive Korkyreian alphabet (Rohl. Fnscr. graec. antiquiss., No. 342). The sculpture is

very ancient, and still betrays an imitation of the Egyptian style: but even here the design of

the head, though heavv, shows originality. Tin- head itself is slightly turned to the right; the

structure of the skull and the folds of the skin are indicated. Cf. Vol. I. p. 190, the gold lion

found at Mykenai.
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of wicker-work, arrows made of cane, short spears, long bows,

and a dagger on the right thigh ; the Assyrians, with strange hel-

mets of twisted brass, and wooden clubs with iron projections

;

the Sakians, with tall pointed caps, and armed with battle-axes

;

the Indians, clad in cotton garments, with bows and arrows made

of cane ; the Caspians, wearing goat-skin mantles and earning

scymitars ; the Arabians, with cloaks fastened by a girdle ; the

Ethiopians, in panthers' and lions' skins,

with bows four cubits long, and arrows

tipped with sharp stones, their bodies

smeared for battle half with chalk and

half with red ochre ; the Asiatic Ethi-
. . . COIN OF GELON.1

opians, wearing on their heads skins of

horses' heads as masks, stripped off with the ears and mane, the

mane serving as a crest, and the ears fixed erect ; the Kolchians,

with wooden helmets and shields of raw hide and short lances. All

these and countless other tribes in other costumes, the whole force

under command of Mardonios, with five other generals.2

It is not strange that rivers were drained dry by this pro-

digious horde, or that wide lands could not produce food enough

for them.

" Those of the Greeks who received the army and entertained Xerxes,"

says Herodotos, " were reduced to extreme distress, so that they were obliged

to abandon their homes. . . . For the banquet was ordered long beforehand,

and considered of great importance. In the first place, as soon as the

heralds made proclamation the citizens distributed among themselves all

the corn that was in the cities, and made flour and meal for many months

;

and in the next place they fatted cattle, the best that could be bought,

and fed land and water fowl in coops and ponds for the entertainment

of the finny ; moreover, they made gold and silver cups and vessels and

table utensils of every kind. But these latter things were prepared only

for the king himself and for those who sat at table with him; for all the

provisions only were required. When the army arrived, a tent was

quickly pitched, in which Xerxes himself lodged; but the troops remained

in the open air. When meal-time came, those who received them had all

1 2YPAK02I2N. Diademed head of Gelon (?). right profile. Reverse : lion facing right

with lifted paw; in the field a club; in the exergue the letter r. (Bronze.)

- The Lydians, Pamphylians, Cypriote, Karians, Asiatic Greeks, and a few Egyptians,

— that is to sav. the troops upon whom the kin'_r could least depend,— were the only ones suit-

ably armed fur battle. All the rest were very badly equipped.
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the trouble ; and the guests, after they had eaten and slept, on the follow-

ing day, having torn up the tent and taken all the furniture, went away,

leaving nothing, but carrying everything with them. On this occasion a

sagacious remark was made by

Masrakrion of Abdera, who ad-

vised his fellow-citizens to go

with their wives into the tem-

ples and pray the gods to avert

the half of future evils that were

to come upon them, and express

their hearty thanks as to the

past that King Xerxes was not

accustomed to take food twice a

day; for if they had been or-

dered to prepare a dinner for

the king as well as a supper,

they would either have been com-

pelled to abandon their city and

flee before the army arrived, or

would have been reduced to beg-

gary by its coming."

The supper furnished by

the city of Thasos cost four

hundred talents [nearly a half

million dollars],— the entire

tribute of Asia Minor for a

year, and nearly the amount

(400 talents) that Athens re-

quired of her allies for secur-

ing them against the return

the borghese mars.1 of the Persian rule.

On the banks of the Stry-

mon the Magians made a sacrifice of white horses; in the place

called the Nine Ways they buried alive nine boys and nine girls,

children of the inhabitants. So far Xerxes had not gone beyond

his own territory. One man only had dared to resist his authority

;

i Marble statue in the Louvre (W. Frbhner, Notice de la Sculpture antique, No. 127).

This statue has lor..- been known under the name of the Borghese Achilles. The god, as a

vonncr, beardless man. holds his lance in the left hand : he has a helmet on hi= head, and the

ring on his right ankle indicates perhaps that he wore leggings. There are numerous replicas

of this statue " the original doubtless belonged to the fifth century b. c.
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COIN OF ALEXANDER I., OF MACEDON.2

this was a Thracian king of Bisaltia. who, as Xerxes approached,
retreated into the fastnesses of Mount Rhodope, enjoining upon
his sons not to engage in the expedition against Greece. They, how-
ever, from a desire to see the war. says Herodotos, served in the
Persian army; but when they all returned safe, being six in number,
tKeir father had their eyes put out on account of this disobedience.

Meanwhile the Greeks were in the same state of dismay as is

the mountaineer who hears the avalanche moving above his

dwelling. 1 Among themselves

there were traitors. — nor .is

this marvellous: what love of

country and of liberty, what

courage it required to await

with calmness and resolution

a destruction which appeared

certain ! But Prometheus also

had felt the earth tremble un-

der him, and heard the thunder roll above his head, and had
not yielded

;
the Athenians and Spartans had the courage that

legend attributes to the Titan of the Caucasus.

At the first rumor of the king's movements the Greeks had sent
spies to Sardis to ascertain his strength. They were discovered •

but Xerxes, instead of putting them to death, gave orders that
they should be shown everything, then sent them away terror-

stricken. He had himself despatched to the Greeks heralds to

receive the homage of those whom the rumor of his warlike
preparations had terrified. The people of Thessaly and of Doris,

the Lokrians. Thebes, and all the rest of Boiotia except the Thes-
pians and Plataians, made submission to the Great Kins. The
people of Argos, enfeebled by a recent loss of six thousand men,
slain by Kleomenes after his invasion of Argolis, brought for-

ward ancient claims to make for themselves a pretext of neu-
trality; and the Achaians did the same.

1 Pindar Bays, " Some deity has turned aside from us the rock of Tantalos that was hung
ov, r our heads •

( hthm., viL 20). The poeObishop Synesius uses the same figure in speaking
of the Gothic invasion.

2 Warrior, having on his head the Macedonian petasos, called kausia; In- is armed with
two lances, and stands beside his horse. Reverse : AAESANAPO, in an incused square. (( >cto-
drachm of archaic style.)
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Those of the Greeks who still preserved their love of country

gathered at the Isthmus of Corinth, and agreed, first of all, to

Scale

MAP OK OLYMTOS AND THE VALLEY OF TEMPE.

put an end to their hostilities with one another ; Athens and

Aigina became friends. Then envoys were despatched to Korkyra,
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Korfu. Krete, and in Sicily to Gelon. tyrant of Syracuse; but they

had little success. Korkyra replied that she would send sixty

vessels, but she did not send them ; detained by the north winds

of the Archipelago, she declared after the victory they were not

able to double Cape Malta. Krete entirely refused assistance.

Gelon offered to send a large contingent, but on condition that

he should command either the fleet or the army. The Spartans

were extremely indignant at the idea of being under the orders

of a Syracusan, claiming the generalship as Herakleids and rep-

resentatives of Agamemnon; and the Athenians declared that if

Sparta relinquished the command of the fleet, they themselves

should claim it as a right. " It appears," Gelon replied, " that

you have commanders in abundance, but not men to be com-

manded. Return at once, and tell Greece that the year has lost

its spring-time," — by this indicating that Greece, without his alli-

ance, was like the year deprived of its most favorable season.

The failure of this attempt to secure aid from Syracuse is more

easily explained when we read that Gelon at this time had to

keep watch against three hundred thousand Carthaginians.

Thus the Greeks, instead of uniting against this great danger,

stood apart. But Athens, in her determination to conquer or die,

was to save them.

" And here," says Herodotos, " I feel constrained to declare my opin-

ion, although it may excite the jealousy of many; but I will not refrain

from saying- what I believe to be the truth. If the Athenians, terrified

by the impending danger, had abandoned their country, or, not having

abandoned it, but remaining in it, had given themselves up to Xerxes, no

other people would have attempted to resist the king at sea. If, then, no

one had opposed Xerxes by sea, the following things must have occurred

by land. Although many lines of walls had been built by the Peloponne-

sians across the isthmus, yet the Spartans, being abandoned by the allies

(not willingly, but of necessity, they being taken by the Barbarian, city

by city), would have been left alone ; and being left alone, after display-

ing imble deeds, would have died nobly ; or, before that, seeing the rest

of the Greeks Biding with the Medes, would have made terms with Xerxes;

and so, in either case, Greece would have become subject to the Persians."

The oracle of Delphi, consulted by the Athenians, had meantime

given only obscure and alarming replies.
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" For the Athenians, having sent deputies to Delphi," says Herodotos,

" were anxious to consult the oracle ; and after they had performed the

usual ceremonies about the temple, when they entered the sanctuary and

sat down, the Pythia, whose name was Aristonika, uttered this warning

:

' wretched men, why sit ye here ? Fly to the ends of the earth, leav-

ing your houses and the lofty summits of your wheel-shaped city. For

neither does the head remain firm, nor the body, nor feet, nor hands, nor

is aught of the middle left ; but they are all fallen into ruins. For fire

and fleet Ares, driving the Syrian chariot, destroys it. And he will

destroy many other turrets, and not yours alone ; and he will deliver

many temples of the immortal gods to devouring fire, which now stand

dripping with sweat, shaken with terror ; and from the topmost roofs

trickles black blood, pronouncing inevitable woe. Go, therefore, from the

sanctuary, and fill your minds with courage to meet misfortune.'

"The deputies of the Athenians, having heard this, deemed it a very

great calamity ; and as they were cast down on account of the predicted

evil, Timon, son of Androboulos, a man of high repute at Delphi, advised

them to take supplicatory branches and go again and consult the oracle

as suppliants. This they did accordingly, saying: '0 king, vouchsafe to

give us a more favorable answer concerning our country, having regard

to these supplicatory branches which we have brought with us ; or else

we will never depart from thy sanctuary, but will remain here till we

die.' When they had said this, the priestess gave a second answer, in

these terms: 'Pallas is unable to propitiate Olympian Zeus, entreating him

with many a prayer and prudent counsel. But to you again I utter this

speech, making it like adamant; for when all is taken that the wall of

Kekrops contains, and the recesses of divine Kithairon, wide-seeing Zeus

gives a wooden wall to the Triton-born goddess, to be alone impregnable,

which shall preserve you and your children. Neither wait quietly for the

cavalry and infantry coming on in multitudes, but turn your back and

withdraw
; you will still be able to face them. divine Salamis ! thou

shalt cause the sons of women to perish, whether Demeter is scattered or

gathered in.'

" Having written this answer down,— for it appeared to them of milder

import than the former one,— they departed for Athens; and when the

deputies on their return reported it to the people, many different opinions

were given by persons endeavoring to discover the meaning of the oracle

;

and amongst them the two following, most opposed to each other. Some

of the old men said that they thought the god foretold that the Akropolis

should be saved ; for the Akropolis was defended by a hedge : they there-

fore, on account of the hedge, conjectured that this was the wooden wall.

Others, however, said that the god alluded to their ships, and therefore
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advised that, abandoning everything else, they should get them ready.

However, the two last lines spoken by the Pythia perplexed those who

said that the wooden wall meant the ships: '0 divine Salamis! thou

slialt cause the sons of women to perish, whether Demeter is scattered or

gathered in.' By these words the opinions of those who said that the

ships were the wooden wall were disturbed ; tor the interpreters of oracles

took them to mean that they should be defeated off .Salamis if they pre-

pared for a sea-tight.

"There was a certain Athenian lately risen to eminence whose name

was Themistokles ; this man maintained that the interpreters had not

rightly understood the whole, saying that if the word that had been

uttered really did refer to the Athenians, he did not think that it would

have been expressed so mildly, ' divine Salamis !

' but rather, ' un-

happy Salamis !

' if the inhabitants were about to perish on its shores

;

therefore whoever understood the words rightly would conclude that the

oracle was spoken against their enemies, and not against the Athenians.

He advised them, therefore, to make preparations for fighting by sea,

since that was the wooden wall. Ami Themistokles having thus declared

his opinion, the Athenians considered it preferable to that of the inter-

preters, who advised them not to make any resistance at all, but abandon

the Attic territory and settle in some other." 1

Immense activity prevailed, in accordance with these views.

A hundred and twenty-seven triremes were armed ; fifty-five

others would shortly follow them ; and the public mind was

reconciled to the idea of quitting home and fireside, and fighting

at sea.

Meanwhile two plans had been successively adopted in regard

to the land forces. At the time when Xerxes was about to cross

the Hellespont, ten thousand Greeks had been sent to the defile

of Tempe to bar this entrance into Greece.2 This was to risk

them very far from home, and in a country known to be un-

friendly. Upon receiving information from Alexander of Macedon

that the Kambounian mountains might be crossed and the Greek

position turned, the Greeks moved away from the valley of Tempe,

wlnie they were in danger also of being attacked in the rear by

a landing of the Persians south of Ossa.3 Moreover it was prudent

1 Herodotos, vii. 140-143.

Vol. I. pp. 128-129.

3 The road actually taken by the Persians lav through Upper Macedon, the country of

the Perrhaiboi, and the city of Younos (Herodotos vii. 173).

VOL, II. — 20
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not to extend the disposable forces too widely, as this would have

weakened them ; and. on the contrary, it was important to con-

centrate the defence in the heart of the country. The army

therefore fell back upon another defile which must be traversed

by any invaders seeking to reach Central Greece from Thessaly.

This pass was not quite fifty feet wide in its narrow portion, and

even for a short distance at two points on either side of the hot

salt springs,— which give the pass its name, Thermopylai,— it

further contracts, leaving only space for a single chariot to pass.

These two narrow openings, a little more than a mile apart, are.

so to speak, the two gates of the defile ; between them lies a

plain a half-mile broad, in which the hot springs have covered the

ground with a deposit of carbonate of chalk and sulphur in vivid

colors of red and yellow. On the west Thermopylai is shut in by

an almost inaccessible spur of Oita ; and on the east by the sea

and impassable marshes. The Phokidians had in ancient times

barred this road b}" a wall in which was a gate ; at the time of

the Median war this was in ruins, and it was rebuilt to strengthen

the defence. Magazines of provisions were established at Alpenoi.

Such was the narrow passage which the Greeks were deter-

mined to hold against the Persian army.1 Near the spot their

fleet took up a position no less advantageous, off Artemision.—
a promontory on the coast of Euboia where stood a sanctuary

of Artemis.

II.— Aetemisiox and Thermopylai.

Wiien, near the close of June, 480 b. c. the Greek fleet and

army had taken the positions assigned to them. Xerxes was

already in Pieria. As his army advanced into Thessaly by a

wide road cut through the forests of the Kambounian Mountains,

1 It is but a mile and a half from Mount Knemis on the mainland to the shore of Euboia.

All the western coast has greatly changed since the time of Herodotos; the land has gained

three or four miles in breadth, owing to alluvial deposits ; the Sperchios flows farther south-

ward, and receives the Dvras, the Melas, and the Asopos, which formerly fell into the sea.

The foot-path of Ephialtes over the top of the mountain is now the road between Zeitoun

(Lamia) and Salona (Amphissa), on the Gulf of Corinth.
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his fleet kept along the coast, moving southward. An advance-

guard of fast-sailing ships having captured two Greek vessels, the

handsomest sailor of the crew was put to death on his ship's prow,

the Barbarians deeming it a good omen that their first Greek cap-

tive was of remarkable beauty, and

being accustomed to mark their route

with human sacrifices. Two hundred

and sixty-one Greek vessels were sta-

tioned at Artemision. 1 On the ene-

my's approach they drew back into the

Euripos. On learning that the sea

was clear of vessels, the Persian fleet

advanced towards the Maliac Gulf;

but, surprised on this shelterless coast

by a three days' storm, more than

four hundred war-ships were lost, with

all on board, and a great number of

transports. The Athenians attributed

this disaster to the favor of Boreas,

" their son-in-law," 2 and of Poseidon,

one of their divine patrons : the for-

mer gained a temple, which was built

to him after the war on the banks

of the Ilissos ; the second a title, that

of the Deliverer. After the storm was

over, the Greeks returned, and fifteen Persian vessels fell into their

hands ; but so great was the superiority of the Persian fleet that

the generals of Xerxes feared nothing except that the Greeks

might escape from them. Seeing that Poseidon and the winds

had still left them so much to do, the Spartan Eurybiades, who
commanded the allied Greeks, and Adeimantos, the Corinthian admi-

ral, were disposed to retire from Artemision. But Themistokles

had accepted from the Euboians a bribe of thirty talents to keep the

POSEIDON 3

According t<> the enumeration of Ilerodotos there were in all 333 vessels, besides nine

fifty-oared galleys.

- According to legend, Boreas, the god of the winds, had married Oreithyia, daughter of

Krer htheus, king of Athens (Herodotus, vii. 1X9). See Vol. I. p. 215.

3 Bas-relief in the Palace Mattel at Rome, from Overheck, Griechische Kunstmythologie,

atlas, pi. 12, Xo. 3. The god is Btepping to the right, carrying his trident on the left shouhler.
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fleet near Euboia, and there give battle to the Persians. Themis-

tokles, to persuade the two commanders, gave to one five talents,

and to the other three, as if from himself; thus reserving much

the largest share. Shortly after, a deserter from the Persian fleet

came to the Greeks, making known to them that two

hundred vessels had been sent to sail around far out-

side of Euboia, quite out of sight, and enter the Euripos

from the south ; thus taking the Greek fleet in the rear,
BRONZE. 1 "

•

while the remaining Persian ships would attack them in

front. The Greeks held a council, and decided to sail southward

and meet the two hundred as soon as they should come in

sight; but no enemy appearing from that quarter, after sufficient

delay they advanced against the bulk of the Persian fleet. For

the attack they formed in a circle, facing outwards against the

Barbarians, who surrounded them from all sides with their more

numerous and swifter ships. The signal for battle being given, the

Greeks attacked; but night shortly coming on put an end to the

engagement, and the Greeks drew off to Artemision. having taken

thirty of the enemy's vessels. The night which followed was still

more disastrous to the Persians. Heavy rain fell, accompanied with

thunder,— greatly dismaying the sailors; while the two hundred

vessels that were going round Euboia, encountering the tem-

pest in the open sea, suffered shipwreck, and all perished. '"All

this was done by the god." says Herodotos, "that the Persian

force might be reduced more nearly to equality with the Greek."

On the following day. fifty-three Athenian vessels arriving as

a reinforcement, the Greeks offered battle, which the Persians

refused; but a squadron of Kilikian ships were destroyed. And

now the Persian commanders, beginning to fear the displeasure of

Xerxes, on the third day brought all their vessels into action:

both sides lost heavily; half of the Athenian vessels were dis-

abled, and the Greek leaders discussed the expediency of a

retreat. The news that the pass of Thermopylai had been forced

decided them.

While the fleet withdrew. Themistokles, having selected the

best sailing ships of the Athenians, visited all the points along

i Reverse of a bronze coin of Athens, with the prow of a galley ; in front, an owl. Legend

:

AeH(raiW). On the face is the head of Athene (Beulc, p. SIS).
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the shore where the enemy were likely to land to obtain water,

and cut in the rocks these words, addressed to the Ionians, and

designed either to make them objects of suspicion to the Great

King, or to secure their defection :
—

" Men of Ionia, you do wrong in lighting against your fathers and

helping to enslave Greece,— rather, therefore, come over to us; or, if win

cannot do that, withdraw your forces from the contest, and entreat the

Karians to do the same. But if neither of these things is possible, and

you are bound by too strong a necessity to be able to revolt, yet in

action, when we are engaged, behave ill on purpose, remembering that

you are descended from us. and that the enmity of the Barbarian against

us originally sprang from you."

The artifice was successful ; in the midst of the battle of

Salamis, the Phoenicians accused the Ionians of treason.

During these naval engagements the battle of Thermopylai took

place on land. The time when the resolution had been taken to

defend the pass was just on the eve of the Olympic Games and

of the festivals of Apollo Karneios at Sparta, which lasted nine

days. Extreme as was the danger, the Greeks did not abandon

their festivals ; a small force, scarcely more than an

advance-guard, was sent to Thermopylai, consisting

of three hundred Spartans selected from heads of

families, five hundred men from Tegea and as many
more from Mantineia, a hundred and twenty from

Orchomenos in Arkadia, and from the rest of Ar-

kadia a thousand, four hundred from Corinth, two

hundred from Phlious, and eighty from Mykenai.

From Boiotia came seven hundred Thespians and four hundred
Thebans. Moreover the Opountian Lokrians sent all the forces

they had, and Phokis a thousand men. Some doubt existed as

to the fidelity of Thebes, and Leonidas regarded the Theban con-

tingent as rather hostages than auxiliaries. Each of these small

bodies of soldiers had its own leader, but were all under com-
mand of the king of Sparta.

For four days Xerxes flattered himself that the mere sight of

1 Achaimenid kin;;, perhaps Xerxes, wearing the crenellated kidaris, standing, and draw-
ing the bow. (Engraved stone of the Cihinel de France, Catalogue No. 104. Saphirine chal-
cedony. Height 25 millim.; breadth, 15.)
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his army would decide the Greeks to surrender. They were, in

fact, alarmed, and retreat was spoken of : the majority of the

Peloponnesian commanders proposed falling back upon the Isth-

mus of Corinth and there establishing their defence ; but this

measure was defeated by the indignant refusal of Leonidas and

the men from Phokis and Lokris. On the hfth day, as the little

3 *-• $k> C H
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force at Thermopylai showed no intention of retreating. Xerxes

sent a body of Median troops with orders to take them alive and

bring them into his presence. The Medes attacked, but were

repulsed with great loss ; others followed to the charge, and also

lost heavily ; and it became apparent to Xerxes that his army

contained indeed many men, but few soldiers.

"When the Medes had been roughly handled." says Herodotos, "they

thereupon fell back, and the Persians, who were called the 'Immortals,'

taking their place, advanced to the attack, thinking that they indeed

should easily settle the business. But when they engaged with the

Greeks, they succeeded no better than the Medic troops, for as they

fought in a narrow space and used shorter spears than the Greeks, they
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had no advantage from their numbers. The Spartans fought memorably,

and when they retreated, did 80 in elose order, drawing on the Persians,

who followed with a shout and clamor; then the Greeks, being over-

taken, faeed about, destroying an inconceivable number of Persians, and

themselves experiencing some loss. In the end the Persians, unable to

gain anything in their attempt on the pass, fell back.

" On the following day the Barbarians fought with no better success,

when, knowing that the Greeks were few in number, and supposing that

they were covered with wounds and unable to make any further stand,

they renewed the contest. This time the Greeks were marshalled in com-

panies, according to their several nations, and each fought in turn, the

Phokians only excepted, who were stationed at the mountain to guard

the footpath. When, therefore, the Persians found nothing different from

what they had seen on the preceding day, tiny fell back.

" While Xerxes was in doubt what course to take, Ephialtes, a Malian,

came to him, expecting to receive a great reward, and informed him of

the path which leads over the mountain to Thermopylai;

and by this means he caused the destruction of the Greeks

who were stationed there. . . . Xerxes, being exceedingly

delighted, at once despatched Hydarnes and the 'Immor-

tals,' who set out from the camp at about the hour of

lamp-lighting. The Persians marched all night, and at

daybreak reached the summit of the mountain. At this

point a thousand heavy-armed Phokians kept guard, to ,

defend their own country and secure the pathway ; for

they had voluntarily promised Leonidas to guard the path across the

mountain. The Persians ascended unobserved through a dense forest of

oaks ; it was perfectly calm, and it was probably a rustling of the leaves

trodden under foot that alarmed the Phokians, who sprang up and seized

their arms just as the Barbarians appeared. When they saw armed men,

the Persians were astonished, for, expecting to find nothing to oppose

them, they fell in with an army. Thereupon Hydarnes, fearing lest these

troops were Spartans, inquired of Ephialtes, and receiving information,

drew up his troops for battle. The Phokians, hit by many and thick-

Falling arrows, fled higher up the mountain, upon which the Persians,

taking no further notice of them, marched down with all speed.

To the Greeks at Thermopylai the augur Megistias, inspecting the

ifices, had already made known that death awaited them in the morn-

1 Tin- great goddess Xanaia (Anaitis), seated on a throne, surrounded with rays, and
wearing on her head a tall kidaris; before her a Magian adoring, with lifted hand; between
the priest and the goddess a pyre. In the field the symbolic crescent and seven stars. ( En-

I stone in tli.- ' 'abinet <! France, Catalogue, No. 1,008.) Saphirine chalcedony. Height
25 millim.: breadth, 20 millim.
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ing; also deserters began to arrive, bringing intelligence as to the circuit

the Persians were making. These brought the news while it was yet

night; and thirdly the scouts, running down

from the heights, brought the same news. Upon

this the Greeks held a consultation, and their

opinions were divided ; for some would not hear

of abandoning their post, and others were of

contrary mind. After this, when the assembly

broke up, some of them departed and betook

themselves to their several cities, and others

prepared to remain there with Leonidas.

" It is said that Leonidas himself sent them away, being anxious that

they should not perish, but that he and the Spartans who were there

MAGIANS ADORING.1

CONTEST ROUND THE BODT OF A HERO.2

could not honorably desert the post which they originally came to defend.

For my own part, I am inclined to think that Leonidas. when he per-

ceived that the allies were averse, and unwilling to share the danger

with him, bade them withdraw, but that he considered it dishonorable for

himself to depart ; on the other hand, by remaining there, great renown

would be left for him, and the prosperity of Sparta would not be obliter-

ated. For it had been announced bv the Pvthia at the beginning of the

1 Two Magians or two Achaimenid kins?, wearing the crenellated tiara, standing, with

lifted haml, in worship before the winsed symbol of Ormuzd. Before the head of Ormuzd a

crescent; between the two figures a lighted pyre. (Cylinder of chalcedony, from the Collec-

tion de Luynes.)

- Vase-painting of archaic style (from S. Birch. History ofAm -. p. 1 98). The

corpse of Achilleus (A¥I\ \ EY21 is lying on the ground, and the Trojan Blykos (C\ YOOS sic)

attempts to dras it off: but Aias (AIAS), protected by Athene, who is present at the contest,

defends the dead liodv of his friend. Paris (rAPI2) escapes at the right, sending an arrow

from his how.
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war that either Sparta would be overthrown by the Barbarians, or their

king would perish. I think, therefore, that Lconidas, considering these

things, and being desirous to acquire glory for the Spartans alone, sent away

the allies, rather than that those

who went away differed in opinion

and departed in such an unbecom-

ing manner. . . . The Thespians

only and theThebana remained,

—

the Thebaus, indeed, unwillingly,

for Leonidas detained them, treat-

ing them as hostages ; but the

Thespians willingly, refusing to go

and abandon Leonidas and those

with him, but remained and died

with them.

" Xerxes, having poured liba-

tions at sunrise, waited a short

time, and then, as he had agreed

with Ephialtes, advanced; and the

Greeks with Leonidas, marching

out as if for certain death, went

forward much farther than before

into the wide part of the defile,

beyond the protection of the wall.

Great numbers of the Barbarians

fell ; for the officers of the compa-

nies from behind, having scourges,

flogged their men, constantly urg-

ing them forward ; in consequence,

many of them, falling into the

perished, and many more were

trampled alive under foot by one

another, and no regard was paid

to any that perished. For the

Greeks, knowing that death awaited them at the hands of those who were

coming down from the mountain, being desperate and regardless of their

own lives, displayed the utmost possible valor against the Barbarians.

1 Marble statue discovered in 18G2 at Vaison (Vaueluse), and now in tin- British Museum;

from a cast. (Cf. <>• Rayet, Monuments de Part antique.") The statue represents a Diadou-

rnetms. tliat is to say. an athlete, fastening a fillet round liis head in token of victory. It is

the replica of a celebrated work by the sculptor Polykletes; also reproduced in a very beauti-

ful hronze of the Collection Janze, in the Cabinet de France. Cf. the bas-relief on the funeral

cippug of Tiberias Octavius Diadumenus in the Vatican (Pistolesi, // Vatlcano, vol. iv. pi. 84).

ATHLETE. 1
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"Already most of their javelins were broken, and they had begun to

despatch the Persians with their swords. At this time of the struggle

fell Leonidas, fighting valiantly, and with him other eminent Spartans

whose names I have ascertained; indeed, I have ascertained the names
of the whole three hundred. On the side of the Persians also many
eminent men fell. Two brothers of Xerxes perished at this spot, fighting

for the body of Leonidas, until at last the Greeks rescued it, and four

times drove back the enemy.

REMAINS OF THE TOMB OF LEONIDAS AT SPARTA. 1

" Thus the contest continued until those that were with Ephialtes

came up. Upon news of their approach the Greeks retreated to the

narrow part of the way, and passing beyond the wall, came and took up

their position on the rising ground, all in a compact body, with the

exception of the Thebans : the rising ground is at the entrance where

the stone lion now stands to the memory of Leonidas. On this spot,

while thev defended themselves with swords,— such as had them still

remaining,— and with their hands and their teeth, the Barbarians over-

whelmed them with missiles, some attacking them in front, and others

surrounding and attacking them on every side."

The Greeks delighted to repeat, and especially to embellish,

many incidents of this great drama, consecrated by the popular

1 From the Tour du Monde, xxxiv. S23. These are the foundations of some unknown
buililing. It is certain that the tomb of Leonidas was exactly opposite the theatre, and at

some distance from it (Pausanias, iii. 14. 1). The hills in the background are those of ancient

Sparta : there the Dorian conquerors established ami fortified themselves.
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imagination. Before the first engagement Xerxes had sent a Per-

sian horseman to reconnoitre the Greek position. He observed

the Spartans performing gymnastic exercises, and others combing

their hair. He was permitted to inform himself accurately of

everything, and ride hack at his leisure, being pursued by no one,

and treated with general contempt. Xerxes, amazed at this com-

posure, could not believe that these idle and indifferent Greeks

were preparing to slay and be slain to the utmost of their power.

He attempted to corrupt Leonidas, sending word to him that if

he would submit he should receive empire of all Greece. But the

Spartan replied: "'I had rather die for my country than enslave

her." A second message bore the words :
" Give up your arms."

And Leonidas wrote under it ; " Come and take them." When
the enemy appeared, and a Greek ran up, crying out :

" The Per-

sians are near us!" the Spartan king replied calmly: "Say rather

that we are near the Persians." Before the final engagement he

would have his soldiers take some food. " To-night," he said to

them, '-we shall sup with Hades."

The soldiers were worthy of their chief. A Trachinian said

to one of them in great alarm :
" The Persian army is so numer-

ous that their arruws would darken the sun." "That is good,"

the reply was; "we can fight better in the shade." A Spartan,

detained in the neighboring village by a disease of the eyes, on

hearing that the Persians were advancing, seized his weapons,

had himself led by his slave to where the battle was raging

;

then, allowing the Helot to make his escape, himself rushed into

the thickest of the fight and perished there. Two youths, whom
Leonidas desired to save by sending them home bearing a mes-

sage to Sparta, refused to obey. ""We are not here to carry

messages," they said. " but to fight."

Twenty thousand Persians had perished, among them two sons

of Darius. On the side of the Greeks not a single Spartan nor

Thespian was alive; a few Thebans had begged for quarter.

Xerxes crucified the dead body of Leonidas, but Greece piously

.(•red up his bones. On the tomb to his memory, reared later

by Sparta, was engraved this heroic inscription, composed by

Simonides of Keos : "Passer-by, go say at Sparta that we died

here to obey her laws." And the poet says further: "How glo-
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rious is the fate of those who died at Thermopylai ! . . . Their

tomb is an altar; their memory is immortal. Neither rust nor

destroying time shall obliterate this epitaph of heroes. The sub-

terranean chamber where they lie contains that which is most

illustrious in Greece." But it contained also this reproach which

Greece could make against Sparta,— reserving all her strength,

eight thousand men, to defend the Peloponnesos, she gave three

hundred only to the national cause. A more numerous force

would have better protected the mountain, and might perhaps

have turned back Xerxes from Thermopylai.

III.— Salamis.

COIN* OF DELPHI. 1

By land and sea Greece lay open to the invaders. Xerxes

entered it guided by the Thessalians, who took the opportunity

to gratify their ancient hatred of Phokis. The Persian king

ravaged the country. In Boiotia he divided his army into two

corps : one was to seize the treasures

of Delphi : the other to advance upon

Athens, which he had sworn to de-

stroy. Delphi was abandoned by most

of its inhabitants, but the god had

promised that he himself would defend

his sanctuary. As the enemy, already

struck with secret terror, advanced through the silent streets, a

sudden storm broke forth, a war-cry resounded from within the

temple, the consecrated weapons were shaken, and from the side

of Parnassos two immense rocks crashed down upon them, kill-

ing many. A panic struck the Barbarians, and the inhabitants,

learning that they were fleeing, pursued them and slew many

;

and the survivors fled straight to the frontier of Boiotia, declar-

ing that two heavy-armed men of superhuman stature followed

1 Head of Demeter, veiled, and with wreath of wheat-pars, left profile. Reverse: AM<J>I.

KTIO. Apollo, wrapped in an ample peplos <-irt round the waist, wearing an olive-wreath, seated

facing left, on the omphalos of the temple of Delphi; he holds an olive-branch in the left hand,

— a token of peace and union. — and leans his right elbow on his tyre, placed on the ground

beside him. At the side of the lyre is the Delphic tripod. (Silver.)
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and laid their companions dead by the roadside in multitudes.

Apollo had avenged himself. — a tradition spread abroad doubt-

less to save the honor of the divinity, whose temple was perhaps

Baved from pillage by the abandonment of a portion of its wealth.

Athene seemed at first least concerned about her own city

;

and yet her authority was not thereby impaired, for it could be

said, at least after the invasion, that if she had not at Athens

defended the dwellings and temples, she had at Salamis saved

the State. That day, in truth, Greece owed her safety to

i city quite as much as to courage.

After the Persians had forced the passage of Thermopylae, the

Athenians had hoped that the allied forces would come to the

defence of Attika ; when they learned that the Peloponnesians,

refusing to leave their peninsula, had no

intention of doing anything more than de-

fend the approach to it by a wall built

across the isthmus and by rolling down

masses of rock into the Skeironian pass,r COIN OF SALAMIS. 1

they asked that at least the fleet should take

position in the narrow canal which separates Salamis from the

mainland. The Greek vessels, returning from the Euripos, cast

anchor under this island, while the Athenian ships were moored

on the coast of Attika to assist in the evacuation of the country.

The Areiopagos had proclaimed publicly that every citizen should

take what means he could to save his wife, his children and

slaves. An omen had removed the last scruples : the sacred ser-

pent which was kept in the temple of Athene had disappeared.

—

a sign that the goddess herself abandoned her sanctuary. All

non-combatants were sent away to Troi'zen, to Aigina, or to

Salamis; and every man who could carry a spear or pull an

oar went to the fleet.

It had scarcely been thus reinforced when a fugitive, arriving

from Athens, announced to the council of the chiefs that the

Persians had burned Thespiai and Plataia, penetrated into Attika.

and taken the city, where a few citizens— who had taken refuse

in the citadel behind palisades, believing them to be the wooden

1 Diademed head nf a woman (Salamis), right profile. Reverse: 2AAA. Shield of shape
.ling that of the Boiotians; on it. a sheathed sword. (Bronze.)
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walls which the oracle had recommended — had been surprised

and slain. The temple of Erechtheus was nothing but a heap

of cinders. This news so disturbed the council that many of the

chiefs, without waiting for a decision, ordered sail to be made,

and prepared to go away. Those who remained to continue the

deliberation decreed that the fleet should cross over to the isthmus

before engaging with the Persians. Meantime night had come, and

every man went on board his own vessel.

On returning to his ship Themistokles was asked by his old

friend Mnesiphilos what the council had decided; and when he

made known the case, the old Athenian was much displeased.

"If the ships sail from Salamis," he said, "they will no longer

fight for any country ; every man will return to his own city,

and neither Eurybiades nor any one else will be able to detain

them; and Greece will perish through this error of judgment.

Return, therefore, and try if in any way it is possible to recon-

sider this decision, and induce Eurybiades to remain here."

Themistokles at once acted on this advice, and induced Eury-

biades to call the chiefs together again. He then explained his

views, repeating what Mnesiphilos had said, and adding much

more of his own, without, however, speaking of the possible dan-

ger of a general dispersal, which would have given offence to the

other chiefs. He represented to the council that to fight near

the isthmus in the open sea would be disadvantageous to them,

having heavier vessels and fewer in number than the Persians;

also that Salamis and Megara and Aigina would thus be aban-

doned to the enemy; and lastly that the enemy would be thus

led by them to the Peloponnesos, and all Greece exposed to dan-

ger. Then showed itself in clear light the blind and stupid jeal-

ousy of the Peloponnesians. Themistokles, speaking much and

earnestly, and before it was his turn, had been already interrupted

by the Corinthian general : " Themistokles," Adeimantos had

said, "in the games those who start before the time are beaten

with stripes." And Themistokles, excusing himself, had replied

Note. — The Roads of Salamis are represented on the opposite page as seen from Akte,

a rockv peninsula behind which is sheltered the harbor of the Peiraieus. On the right opens

the narrow passage into the harbor, and on one of the adjacent hills was placed the throne of

Xerxes. At the left is the small island of Psvttaha, on which is a lighthouse, and behind it

Salamis and the hills of Megaris. The distant mountain on the right is Kithairon.
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mildly :
" But they who are left behind are not crowned." And

now again Adeiinantos attacked him, bidding the man who had

no country be silent; throwing this out against him because

Athens had been taken, and was in possession of the enemy.

Then at length Themistokles made a haughty and vehement

reply, showing that the Athenians still had a city and a terri-

tory much greater than Corinth possessed, so long as they had

~t tjWcm.

SALAMIS.

two hundred ships fully manned. Then again addressing Eurybi-

ades, he closed thus :
" If you remain here, you will show your-

self a brave man ; if you do not remain, you will destroy Greece,

for the whole success of the war depends on our fleet. Therefore

yield to my advice, or else we will take our families with us and

remove into Italy, where there is an ancient possession of ours at

Siris, which oracles say is fated to be our home ; and you, when

you have lost allies like us, will remember my words." This

vol. it. — 30
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threat produced the desired result. It was decided to remain at

Salamis.

On the following day further reinforcements arrived, increas-

ing the Greek fleet to 378 vessels, not to speak of the fifty-oared

galleys; the Persian fleet was composed of more than a thou-

sand (?) ships, lying, in. the roads of Phaleron. Meanwhile the

invading army was advancing upon the Peloponnesos. This ad-

vance revived the fears of those who had wished to fall back

upon the isthmus. Discontent broke out openly, the council was

again called together, and the majority were determined to re-

treat. Themistokles now took a desperate resolution. He went

secretly out of the council and despatched a trusty messenger to

the Persians, with instructions to say to them that Themistokles,

the Athenian general, was secretly devoted to Xerxes, and had

sent to inform them that the Greeks were in great consternation

and deliberating on flight, and that by a prompt attack they

might at once be destroyed.

Xerxes believes the information worthy of credit, and makes

his preparations to surround the Greeks. Meantime Themistokles

returns into the council, purposely prolonging the discussion, when

he is suddenly called out by a man,— the banished Aristeides,

—

who returns, making his way across from Aigina through the

Persian fleet. " Let us be rivals," Aristeides says, " which shall

do the greater service to our country. I assure you that to say

little or much to the Peloponnesians about sailing hence is the

same thing ; for I, an eye-witness, tell you now that even if they

would, neither the Corinthians, nor Eurybiades himself, will be

able to sail away; for we are on all sides enclosed by the enemy.

Go in, therefore, and acquaint them with this." " You both give

useful advice," replies Themistokles, " and have brought good

news ; what has been done by the Medes proceeds from me. For

it was necessary, as the Greeks would not willingly fight, that

they should be compelled to do so." Upon which he introduces

Aristeides into the council to bring the news. The battle was

therefore inevitable in the place which Themistokles, with the

audacity of genius, had forced upon his fellow-citizens. 1

The day of the sea-fight of Salamis, the 19th of Boedromion

1 See map on the preceding page.
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(September 20th), was one of the great religious festivals of

Attika. On that day a consecrated thcoriu bore solemnly to

Eleusis Iakchos, the god of the Mysteries, and the sacred images

of the Aiakidai, descendants of Zeus, were brought home from Aigina

in a vessel. The Great Goddesses would surely punish sacrilegious

2*8

BIRTH OF IACHKOS.1

acts which prevented the performance of the customary rites.

At daybreak there was an earthquake both on land and at sea,

and the Greeks determined to pray to the gods and invoke the

Aiakidai as allies. This forthwith they did, invoking from Sala-

mis Aias and Telamon ; and they sent a vessel to Aigina to bring

across Aiakos and the Aiakidai. Herodotos tells the story as

reported by an eye-witness.

1 Painting' on a vase fmni Pantikapaia (from the Compte rendu de In Commission tircheol.

de SainlrP&ersbourg, ls.~>9, pi. i.). Hermes and Athene, standing in the centre of the scene,

receive from the hand* of Kora the young Iakchos. Hermes wears the petasos ; Athene is

fully armed ; a Victory flies over her. Kora. standing in a grotto (see Stephani. dimple rendu,

. text, p. 49), is not yet fully in sight. The young mother wears a wreath of ivv and looks

up at Hermes, who is about to carry the infant to his father Zeus ; the latter is seated on a

throne, and Pemeter stands at his side. The goddess has on her head the kalathos. In the

foreground, a nymph beats the tympanon. At the left Hekate, who has preceded Kora. is seated

outside the grotto, having a torch in each hand. A nymph, perhaps Eleusis, leans against her.
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'• Dikaios, an Athenian and an exile at that time esteemed by the

Medes, related that when the Attic territory was suffering devastation

from the army of Xerxes, having been deserted by the Athenians, he

happened then to be with Demaratos in the Thriasian plain, and he saw

a cloud of dust coming from Eleusis, as if raised by the march of thirty

thousand men. They wondered at this cloud of dust, questioning whence

it might proceed, when suddenly a voice was heard, which seemed to him

to be that of the mystic lakchos. Demaratos was unacquainted with the

ATHENIAN TRIREME. 1

Mysteries of Eleusis, and asked Dikaios what it might be that was

uttered ; and he replied :
' Demaratos, it cannot be but that some great

damage must befall the king's army. For this is clear, since Attika is

deserted, that what is uttered is supernatural, proceeding from Eleusis to

the assistance of Athens and the allies. And if it should rush towards

the Peloponnesos, there will be danger to the king himself and his army

on the mainland ; but if it should turn towards the ships at Salamis, the

king will be in danger of losing his naval armament. The Athenians

celebrate this feast every year to the Mother and the Damsel (Demeter

and Persephone), and whoever of them or other Greeks wishes is initi-

ated ; and the sound which you hear, they shout in this very festival.'

To this Demaratos said : ' Be silent, and tell this story to no one else

;

1 Fragment of a bas-relief discovered on the Athenian Akropolis (from a photograph).

It appears that in the trireme the three banks of rowers are one above another. On the

arrangement of the rowers in the ancient triremes, see A. Cartault, La triere athe'nienne. chap. v.

pp. 120 et seq., and the very ink-resting paper of R. Lemattre in the Revue archcnl. (1883) vol. i.

pp. 89 and 133, with three illustrations. A sketch by Cavalier dal Pozzo (Cartault. pi. iv.)

reproduces the prow of a vessel, ami Cartault (p. 131. note) supposes that this prow and the

trireme of the Akropolis were originally one whole, broken apart at some period unknown to us.
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for if these words should be repeated to the king, you would lose your

head, and neither I nor any other human being be able to save you.

Keep quiet, therefore, and the gods will take care of the army.' Then

from the dust and voice there arose a cloud ; and being borne aloft, it

was carried towards Salamia to the ships of the Greeks. Thus Dikaios

and Demaratos understood that the fleet of Xerxes was about to perish." l

To believe in the protection of the gods is to obtain it,

because the heart is thereby strengthened. But this was not

enough for the soothsayer Euphran-

tides,— he demanded the sacrifice of

three prisoners; and the superstitious

multitude believed, with him, that the

life-blood of Greece could be saved if

that of certain captives were shed. C0IX f a satrap.2

And now we will hear a soldier of

Salamis causing to be described by a messenger to Queen Atossa

the victory of the Greeks.

"And when day, bright to look on, with white steeds,

Overspread the earth, then rose from the Hellenes

Loud chant of cry of battle, and forthwith

Echo gave answer from each island rock

;

And terror then on all the Persians fell

Of fond hopes disappointed. Not in flight

The Hellenes then their solemn pseans sang

:

But with brave spirit hasting on to battle,

With martial sound the trumpet fired those ranks:

And straight with sweep of oars that flew through foam,

They smote the loud waves at the boatswain's call;

And swiftly all were manifest to sight.

Then first their right wing moved in order meet;

Next the whole line its forward course began

;

And all at once we heard a mighty shout:

'O sons of Hellenes, forward, free your country;

Free, too, your wives, your children, and the shrines

Built to your fathers' gods, and holy tombs

Your ancestors now rest in! Now the fight

Is for our all.' And on our side indeed

Arose in answer din of Persian speech,

And time to wait was over; ship on ship

1 Herodotos, viii. 65.

1 Persian archer, kneeling, his quiver hanging at his side anti his bow held in both hands;

behind, a symbol of uncertain meaning. Reverse SOAEQN. Bunch of grapes; at the side,

mother symbol of uncertain meaning. The whole in an incused square. (Silver.)
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Dashed its bronze-pointed beak, and first a barque

Of Hellas did the encounter fierce begin,

And from Phcsnikian vessel crashes off

Her carved prow. And each against his neighbor

Steers his own ship : and first the mighty flood

Of Persian host held out. But when the ships

Were crowded in the straits, nor could they give

Help to each other, they with mutual shocks,

With beaks of bronze went crushing each the other,

Shivering their rowers' benches. And the ships

Of Hellas, with manoeuvring not unskilful,

Charged, circling round them. And the hulls of ships

Floated capsized ; nor could the sea be seen,

Strewn as it was with wrecks and carcasses

;

And all "the shores and rocks were full of corpses.

And every ship was wildly rowed in flight,

All that composed the Persian armament.

And they, as men spear tunnies, or a haul

Of other fishes, with the shafts of oars,

Or spars of wrecks went smiting, cleaving down

;

And bitter groans and wailings overspread

The wide sea-waves, till eye of swarthy night

Bade it all cease : and for the mass of ills,

Not, though my tale should run for ten full days,

Could I in full recount them. Be assured

That never yet so great a multitude

Died in a single day as died in this.

" Artembares, the lord of myriad horse,

On the hard, flinty coasts of the Sileni

Is now being dashed; and valiant Dadakes,

Captain of thousands, smitten with the spear,

Leapt wildly from his ship. And Tenagon,

Best of the true old Bactrians, haunts the soil

Of Aias' isle; Lilaios, Arsames,

And with them too Argestes, thpre defeated,

Hard by the island where the doves abound,

Beat here and there upon the rocky shore.

Matallos, Chrysa-born, the captain bold

Of myriads, leader he of swarthy horse

Some thrice ten thousand strong, has fallen low,

His red beard, hanging all its shaggy length,

Deep dyed with blood, and purpled all his skin.

Arabian Magos, Bactrian Artames,

They perished, settlers in a land full rough.

Some Power above

Destroyed our host, and pressed the balance down

With most unequal fortune, and the gods

Preserve the city of the goddess Pallas."
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Tlio messenger who brings to the queen these sad tidings has

not yet completed his melancholy story :
—

"Those Persians that were in the bloom of life,

. Bravest in heart and noblest in their blood,

And by the king himself deemed worthiest trust,

Basely and by most shameful death have died.

There is an isle that lies off Salamis,1

Small, with bad anchorage for ships, where Pan,

Pan the dance-loving, haunts the. sea-washed coast.

There Xerxes sends these men, that when their foes,

Being wrecked, should to the islands safely swim,

They might with ease destroy the Hellenic host,

And save their friends from out the deep sea's paths.

But ill the future guessing ; for when God
Gave the Hellenes the glory of the battle,

In that same hour, with anus well wrought in bronze,

Shielding their bodies, from their ships they leapt,

And the whole isle encircled, so that we
Were sore distressed, and knew not where to turn;

For here men's hands hurled many a stone at them

;

And there the arrows from the archer's bow
Smote and destroyed them ; and with one great rush,

At last advancing, they upon them dash

And smite, and hew the limbs of these poor wretches,

Till they each foe had utterly destroyed.

And Xerxes, when he saw how deep the ill,

Groaned out aloud, for he had ta'en his seat,

"With clear, wide view of all the army round,

On a high cliff hard by the open sea;

And tearing then his robes with bitter cry,

And giving orders to his troops ou shore,

He sends them off in foul retreat." 2

Some particulars of the engagement may be added to the

story of Aischylos. A wind blew daily at a certain hour through

the strait, and Themistokles waited for it before making the

attack. In the tumultuous waves which it caused, the heavy Per-

sian vessels came into collision with each other, and with great

1 Psyttaleia, where Aristeides, who had no command on shipboard, landed with archers

and heavy-armed troops.

- Aischylos, The Peniatu (Plumptre's translation, 441-47.'). Athens connected the names
<>f her three great poets with her recollections of tliis famous .lay. Aischylos foucht at Salamis,

it was iaid : Sophokles was the leader of the chorus of young men who, lyre in ham], chanted

inn of victory and danced around the trophies; Euripides, the son of a fugitive family

if Athenians, was born in Salami- in the year of the battle.
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ACHAIMEXID
KING. 1

PHOENICIAN GALLEY. 8

difficulty avoided the rapid blows from the lighter Greek ships.

To this principal cause of confusion were added the distrust of

the Phoenicians in respect to the Ionians, the diffi-

culty for vessels of so many nations to comprehend

and obey the same orders, and lastly, the character

of the place, which was very unfavorable for the

Persians. In this narrow strait they could not

bring their vessels into action, and in every man-

oeuvre were in each other's way.

The Phoenicians, opposed to the Athenians, began the attack.

Their commander, Ariabignes, a son of Darius, leaping upon the

deck of an Athenian galley which

was attacking his own vessel, fell

mortally wounded, and by his death

threw into confusion the right wing,

which he commanded.2

A woman signalized herself in

this battle,— Artemisia, queen of

Karia. Her galley being closely

pressed by an Athenian vessel,
4 she turned upon a Persian vessel

and sank it. The Athenian, supposing by this that she was a

friend, sought another adversary. Xerxes saw the action of Arte-

misia ; he thought that the vessel destroyed by her was an Athenian

galley, and cried out that on that day men fought as women,

» Achaimenid king with crenellated tiara, standing, and holding by the horns two winged

goats. Underneath, the barque, which among the Egyptians was the symbol of supremacy.

On this Achaimenid stone is noticeable the union of the Assyrian and the Egyptian styles.

(Green jasper. Searaboid cone of the Cabinet de France, Catalogue, No. 1,031. Height,

20 millim; breadth, 15 millim.)

- In main- plans of the battle a Persian squadron is placed at the other extremity of the

island, to close the strait on the side of Megara. The account given by Herodotos, when studied

carefully, and many reasons which we have not space to enumerate, oppose this conclusion; it

is the right wing of the Persians, extending from the coast of Eleusis to Salamis, which seeks

to encircle the Greek fleet. The width of the strait from Salamis to Cape Amphiale is but

twelve hundred feet. (See the map. p. -483).

s Phoenician galley, ending in a lion's head, rowing to the left, and carrying three soldiers

having shields and helmets. Underneath, a winged hippocampus and the murex. Reverse,

legend in Phoenician characters : S3} f>0 b*TV, 1 <» U ''"!! of Gebal. Lion devouring a bull.

Stater or didraclmi of Ainel, king of Gebal (Byblos), who seems to have been a contemporary

of Xerxes or of Artaxerxes I.

4 This vessel was commanded by Amynias, who after the action received the prize of

valor among the Athenians, and who, notwithstanding the silence of Herodotos, is said to be a

second brother of Aisehylos.



SALAMIS AND l'LAT.UA. 473

women as men. To honor her courage, in the retreat he intrusted

to her his children, whom she carried with her to Ephesos.

Xerxes had lost two hundred vessels, the Greeks forty; thus

x superiority in numbers still with the Persian fleet.leaving

GREEK TOWER AT AXDROS.1

Xerxes for a moment made a pretence of courage and confidence

:

he ordered a causeway to be formed, uniting Salamis to the main-

land, also a bridge of boats by connecting Phoenician merchant-

men; and he made preparation for another naval engagement.

1 From Fiedler, /.'• ise durch GriechenUmd, vol. ii. Taf. 4, p. 236, fig. 1. This tower, built

doubtless td protect the iron mini- of Andros, is situated near the village of Haghos Petros,

thirty minutes distant from the harbor. See L. Ross, Reisen auf den griechischen Inseln des

Ifi j, ii. 12.
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But in reality he had lost all hope, and feared being cut off

from Asia if he did not hasten his return. Mardonios, who had

advised this fatal expedition, saw his ruin in its defeat. To
escape it, he proposed to the king to remain himself in Greece,

if three hundred thousand men were given him, to complete the

conquest of the country ;
" for," he said, " if the Phoenicians, Egyp-

tians. Cyprians, and Kilikians have shown themselves cowards, this

disaster in no respect extends to the Persians." Xerxes, eager to

escape, welcomed this proposal gladly, and on reaching Thessaly

in his precipitate flight, he authorized Mardonios to select from

the army the troops for whom he had asked. While the king

was thus rapidly traversing Macedon and Thrace, his fleet, sailing

from Phaleron in the middle of the night, made haste to reach

the Hellespont. The Greeks, warned too late, pursued it, but in

vain, as far as Andros. Here they held a council of war ; The-

mistokles proposed to advance as rapidly as possible towards the

Chersonesos, with the intention of closing against Xerxes and his

army the passage into Asia. Eurybiades succeeded in carrying

the opposite measure, feeling that Greece, instead of detaining

the Barbarians and driving them to extremities, would do well to

make their departure easy. Themistokles yielded ;
• but he secretly

despatched a messenger to Xerxes, either to assume for himself

the merit of this decision, or perhaps still more to hasten the flight

of the king. Xerxes, however, occupied forty-five days in travers-

ing Macedon and Thrace, marking his road with the dead, slain

by the arrows of the inhabitants, and by hunger, thirst, and dis-

ease. Storms had carried away the bridges, but his fleet awaited

him and bore him to Abydos ; while he thence took the road

to Sardis, the fleet moved southward to Kyme and Samos to put

a stop to threatening revolts in the Ionian cities.

The Greeks, on their side, levied contributions in the Cyclades,

to punish the islanders for their treachery to the common cause.

Note. — On the opposite page is reproduced a bas-relief representing the nuptials of

Herakles and Hebe. In this fragment (from the Journal of Hellenic Studies, vol. iv., 18S5,

pi. 56, and Gerhard, Antike Bildwerke, Taf. 14-16) we see Hebe led by Aphrodite and gently

urged forward by the goddess of Persuasion (Jlei6u>). For the bas-relief as a whole, Bee

Overbeck, Gesrhichte der griechisckrn Plastil; vol. i. p. 142, fig. 22. The goddess of Persuasion

was represented on a bas-relief of archaic stvle which in ancient times decorated a fountain in

Corinth. It was formerlv in Encland in the collection of Lord Guilford.
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THKMI- 1"KI 1

Thej besieged Andros, and Themistokles announced to the inhabi-

tants that the Athenians had brought with them two powerful

divinities. Persuasion and Necessity, and that therefore they

must give the required money. To this the islanders rejoined

that the Athenians were with good reason great and prosperous,

and were favored by propitious gods; since, how-

ever, they themselves were poor in territory, and

had reached the lowest depths of destitution, and two

unprofitable goddesses, Poverty and Incapacity, never

forsook their island but ever loved to dwell with

them, therefore they, being in the possession of these

goddesses, would give no money, and even the power

of the Athenians could not get the better of this Incapacity. Their

- stance was so determined that Themistokles, after besieging them

for a time, abandoned the attempt and sailed to

other islands. Returning to Salami.-, the Greeks

shared the plunder; and from the portion set aside

for Apollo a colossal statue was made, which was

sent to Delphi. They then sailed to the isthmus,

for the purpose of conferring the prize of valor

upon him who had proved himself most deserv-

ing throughout the war. Each general gave his first vote for

himself, but for the second place the majority concurred in select-

ing Themistokles. The matter, however, remained undetermined,

the Greeks returning home without coming to a decision, "out

of envy," says Berodotos. Shortly after this, visiting Sparta,

Themistokles was received with the greatest honors; an olive-

wreath was decreed to him, he received as a gift the finest chariot

in Sparta, and on his return he was escorted to the frontiers by

a band of three hundred young Spartans of the noblest families.

THKMISTOKLES. 2

1 Themistokles Btanding in hie galley, carrying in hi- rinlit hand the wreath decreed

him at Sparta, and in his left the trophy he is about to consecrate in the temple of Artemis

amis. Legend: AOHNAIQN. Reverse of a bronze coin of Athens (Beiiie*, Monnaies

pp. 305-306).

- Themistokles, Btanding in his galley ami returning triumphant from Salamis; he

the wn-ath decreed him. anil carries the trophy he is about to consecrate in the temple

The owl and the Berpenl of the Brechtheion are on the prow. Legend : ASH.

i a bronze coin of Athens (lieule, op. cit., pp. 305-306).
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IV. — Plataia and Mykale.

Greece celebrated her victory while half her territory was

still occupied by the enemy; but a well-founded hope filled all

hearts. While Xerxes was in Thessaly, the Spartans received an

oracle from Delphi admonishing them to require satisfaction of

the Persian king for the death of Leonidas, and to accept what-

ever should be given by him. They immediately obeyed the

order; the herald reached the army, and was brought into

the presence of Xerxes. "King of the Medes," he said, "the

Spartans and Herakleidai demand of you satis-

faction for blood, because you have slain their

king while he was defending Greece." The

Persian for a time was silent; then pointed

to Mardonios, who stood near, and said : " This
SILVER COIN. 1

man shall give them the satisfaction they de-

serve." The herald accepted the king's answer, and went away.

It was in truth Mardonios who was destined to give the Greeks the

satisfaction they called for.

Relieved rather than enfeebled by the departure of the king

and of the tumultuous crowd which accompanied him. Mardonios

wintered in Thessaly; in the spring he sent to the Athenians

Alexander of Macedon, to propose terms of peace. Admiring, he

said, their valor, the Great King desired to have them for allies;

he would restore to them their territory, would rebuild their tem-

ples, and would give them in addition whatever lands they might

desire. The Spartans, in great alarm, also sent deputies to Athens.

who made an urgent appeal. The Athenians replied briefly and

with vigor. "Go tell Mardonios." they said, "that so long as

the sun follows his accustomed course in the sky. we will never

make terms with Xerxes; but we will go forth to oppose him.

trusting in the gods who fight for us. and in the heroes whose

temples and images the Persians have profanely burned." Herodotos

gives us their noble answer to the Greek envoys :
—

» Free horse, moving to the left. Reverse : FEAINA. Warrior fighting on foot
;
he holds

his shield on the left arm, and hurls his spear with the right. (Silver. Museum of Berlin,

Friedlander and A. von Sallet, Das konigliche Uunzkabinet, Xo. 71.)
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-That the Spartans should fear lest we might make terms with the

Barbarian, was very natural; and yet, knowing, as you do, the mind of

the Athenians, you seem to have entertained an unworthy fear; for there

is neither so much gold anywhere in the world, nor a country so pre-

eminent in beauty and fertility, that it would tempt us to side with the

Mode and enslave Greece. For there are many and powerful considera-

tions that would forbid us. even were we inclined to do this. First and

chief, the images and dwellings of the gods, burned anil laid in ruins:

this we must needs avenge to the utmost of our power, rather than make

terms with the man who has perpetrated such deeds. Secondly, the

(Jreek race being of the same blood and the same language, and the

temples of the gods and sacrifices in common, and our similar customs:

tor the Athenians to become betrayers of these would not be well. Know,

therefore, if you did not know it before, that so Inn-- as one Athenian is

left alive, we will never make terms with Xerxes. Your consideration,

however, towards us we admire, in that you take thought for us whose

property is thus ruined so far as to be willing to support our families;

and you have fulfilled the duty of benevolence ; we, however, will continue

as we are. without being burdensome to you. Now, since matters stand

as they do, send out an army with all haste; for the Persians will soon

be here to invade our territory, when it is known that we will do none

of the things they ask of us. Therefore, before Mardonios reaches Attika,

it is well that we should go to meet him in Boiotia."

A decree required the priests to devote to the infernal gods

whoever should enter into com-

munication with the enemy. It

is sad to be obliged to add that

a factiun in Athens, composed

of some of the richer citizens,

which had already begun the long

es of its treasonable acts

inst liberty, considered this

generous devotion madness. One man made a proposal that

Athens >huuld submit; others, even on the day of battle, medi-

1 defection.

The conduct of the Spartans was most unworthy. Content

with having broken off the negotiation between Athens and Mar-

1 Coin of Patraios, kin? of Taionin (840-315 n.r.). Laurelled head of Patraios. right
profile. 1; -: PATPAOY. Horseman transfixing with his lance a foot-soldier who lies on

round under tin- liorM''s feet, and defends himself with his spear.

TETRADRACITM. 1
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donios, they returned into their peninsula and occupied themselves

in completing the wall which barred entrance to it.

" I can give no reason why," says Herodotos, " when Alexander the

Macedonian went to Athens, they took such pains to prevent the Athe-

nians from siding with the Mede, and then concerned themselves no far-

ther in the case, except that, the isthmus being fortified, they thought

they had no further need of the Athenians ; whereas, when Alexander

arrived in Attika, the wall wTas not yet built, and they were working at

it, in great dread of the Persians."

Mardonios traversed Boiotia unopposed, and re-entered Athens.

The Athenians had again taken shelter at Salamis ; Mardonios

renewed his proposals. Lykidas, one of the

Athenian council, ventured to express an

opinion that it would be wise to deliberate

on this subject and report it to the people.
PEESIAN SIKELOS.1

. . -

" either because he had received money from

Mardonios," says Herodotos, "or because such was really his

opinion." The indignant Athenians stoned him to death ; and

•• the women, encouraging one another and uniting together, went

of their own accord to the house of Lykidas and stoned his wife

and children." The public indignation was almost equally great

against Sparta. Deputies were sent to complain of her cowardly

abandonment of Athens. The Spartans, at the time engaged in

celebrating the festival of the Hyakinthia. took no notice of these

reproaches. From day to day they postponed giving an answer,

and the Athenian envoys were to leave Sparta on the following

day. without having received any satisfaction, when a Tegean,

Chileus by name, who had great influence with the Spartans, hear-

ing of the situation of affairs, remonstrated with the ephoroi. and

urged them to remember that if the Athenians should make an

alliance with Persia, the wall across the isthmus would be far from

sufficient to protect the Peloponnesos. Upon this, without commu-

nicating their intention to the Athenian envoys, the Spartans at

once, by night, sent out five thousand heavy armed troops, each

man having with him seven armed Helots. In the morning the

Athenian envoys, about to depart, made their last appeal, and

1 Bust of a Persian archer wearing a denticulated tiara, holding in one hand a bow, and

in the other a bunch of arrows. Reverse, incused square. ( Silver.)
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were informed by the ephoroi that the Spartan contingent was

already on the march.

Receiving intelligence of this movement from the Argives, who

were in his interest. Mardonios quitted Attika, which he had com-

pletely devastated, and sought in the plains of JJoiotia a battle-

GREKK WARRIOUS ENGAGED WITH AMAZONS.1

field more favorable for his cavalry. Here he established an

intrenched camp on the left bank of the Asopos. The Spartan

army, commanded by Pausanias. traversed the isthmus, collecting

it, went those Peloponnesians who remained faithful to the

common cause. At Eleusis they met the Athenians, who had

r from Salamis. and the united army marched towards

' Paint in;; on a rase in the Collertion Sabonroff, in the Museum of Berlin (from A. Furt-

wangler, Collection Sabouroff, 13th livraison). Two Amazons, one mounted on a white horse,

are fiirhtins with two Greeks, of whom one is entirely mule. Above, at the left, a warrior is

blowing a trumpet. The art i-t has introduced this figure and that of the Amazon on foot only

to fill vacant spares, and he has taken no pains either to complete them or to represent the rest

figures a- hidden in any way.

VOL. II.— 31
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the Asopos, one hundred and ten thousand strong, 1— a spectacle

which Greece would never see again. It encamped upon the hills

of Erythrai, facing an enemy of three hundred thousand men,

with perhaps fifty thousand Greek auxiliaries. Several days passed

in skirmishes. Mardonios, to dislodge the Greeks from the strong

position which they held, made an attack with his cavalry, under

the command of Masistios, famous among the Persians for his

bravery. The shock fell upon the Megarians, and after a gallant

resistance they sent to Pausanias to say that unless they received

speedy support they should be

obliged to retreat. Pausanias

called for volunteers to relieve

the Megarians, but the danger

was so formidable that all hesi-

tated. At last the Athenians

undertook the perilous task, and

three hundred picked men under

Olympiodoros took up their position in the front. The Persians

• barged again, and the horse of Masistios, who rode in advance,

being wounded by an arrow, reared and threw his rider. As he

fell the Athenians attacked him ; they were unable to pierce the

golden cuirass that he wore under his purple cloak, but a soldier

gave him a fatal wound in the eye. A sharp struggle took place

for the body of the slain leader ; but the whole Greek army com-

ing up, the Persian cavalry fell back, with heavy loss. Then.

while the Persian army gave themselves up to lamentations so

wild and piercing that Herodotos says the sound reached over all

SILVER COIX.-

1 The Greek forces were, according to Herodotos (ix. 28), 38,700 heavy-armed infantry,

10,000 Lacedemonians, 8,000 Athenians, .1,000 Corinthians, 800 from Leukadia and Anak-

torion, 500 from Ambrakia, 300 from Potidaia, 3,000 from Megara, 3,000 from Sikyon, 1,500

from Tegea, GOO from Orchomenos, 800 from Epidanros, 1 ,000 from Troizen, 400 from Myke-

nai and Tiryns, 200 from Lepreon, 1,000 from Phlious, 800 from Hermione, 600 from Eretria

and Styra, 400 from Chalkis, 200 from Kephallenia, 500 from Aigina, and 600 Plataians.

There were G9,500 light troops, of whom 85,000 were Helots, seven to each Spartan. For each

heavy-armed soldier of the other Greek cities there was one light-armed. There were a few

soldiers from Melos, Keos, Tenos, Xaxos, and Kythnos; also 1,800 from Thespiai. The troops

from Elis and Mantineia did not arrive till after the battle had been fought. The .Mantineians

pursued the Persians of Artaba/.os as far as Thessaly, and on their return home exiled the gen-

erals whose delays had deprived them of the honor of fighting.

2 Mounted soldier, armed with two lances. Reverse, in an incused Bquare, goat's head;

behind it, a caduceus. (British Museum. This coin has been attributed to Alexander I.)
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Boiotia, and out off their own hair and that of their horses and

beasts of burden, in token of grief, the victorious Greeks, placing

the body on a chariot, carried it along their lines, and the sol-

diers broke rank and rushed forward to look upon the stately

and beautiful form of the dead general.

Meanwhile in the position the Greeks occupied they were in

danger of suffering from want of water, therefore Pausanias moved

down into the plain of Plataia, where there were many streamlets,

BATTLE-FIELD OF PLATAIA.

and the army encamped near the fountain of Gargaphia, some on

slight elevations, others on the level ground. Here a violent dis-

pute arose as to the different posit ion.-, the Athenians and Tegeans

each claiming the left wing;. On each side were urged the

exploits of ancestors,— the Tegeans brought forward the triumph

of the hero Echemos, whose victory over Hyllas expelled the

Herakleidai from the Peloponnesos ;
the Athenians made mention

various exploits, from the battle of Marathon back to the

Trojan war. and ended by leaving the decision to the Spartans,

who unanimously declared in favor of Athens.

The Persians had also shifted ground, and the two armies were
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now separated only by the river Asopos. There was great hesita-

tion on the part of both about crossing, for the diviners in both

armies announced evil to

each if it began the battle.

This delay was extremely ad-

vantageous to the Greeks,

for they were constantly re-

ceiving reinforcements and

supplies, while every day

increased the difficulties of

Mardonios in respect to pro-

visions for his immense army.

But he hoped to employ the

time profitably in buying

over some of the allied lead-

ers and breaking up the

league. After ten days, how-

ever, he would wait no lon-

ger, and notwithstanding the

advice and warnings of those

about him. he announced that

he should attack the Greeks

early on the following day.

At the same time he en-

deavored to reassure his sub-

ordinates.

" Having summoned the com-

manders of battalions and the

generals of the Greeks who were in his service, he asked if they knew any

oracle respecting the Persians which predicted that they should be destroyed.

But when those who were convoked remained silent, some not knowing

the oracles, and others knowing, indeed, but not deeming it safe to men-

1 Marble stela, discovered on the site of Dekeleia(froni the Bull, ile Corr. helle'n., vol. iv.,

1880, pi. 7. E. Pottier). The inscription gives us the name and country of the soldier repre-

sented, Lisas of Tegea. The bas-relief shows that he was an archer. Possioly the bow was

never represented, or even indicated, on the relief, but the attitude of the soldier, his body

bending forward, the attentive expression of the face, the right arm entirely free from the

tunic, and the extended index-finger,— all prove that the artist represents the moment when

Lisas has just shot his arrow, and is following it with his eyes. The buckler does not interfere

with his use of the bow. for it is held on the left arm and leaves the ham! free.

TEGEAX WARRIOR
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tion thorn, Mardonios liimsolf said :
' Since you cither know nothing, or

else dare not speak, 1 will tell you, as I know perfectly well. There is

an oracle, importing that the Persians arriving in Greece should sack

the temple at Delphi, and after this should all perish. We, therefore,

being apprised of this, neither march against that temple nor intend to

sack it; and thus we shall not perish on that account. Let such of you

then as are well affected to the Persians rejoice on this account, that we

shall vanquish the Greeks.'"

During the night a horseman rode up to the camp of the

Athenians and desired to confer with the generals. " Be on the

watch." he said to them; "Mardonios, notwithstanding the un-

favorable omens, will attack you at daybreak. Keep my words

secret from all men except Pausanias, lest you ruin me. I should

not utter them if I were not extremely concerned for the safety

of Greece ; for I am myself a Greek, and would by no means

wish to see Greece enslaved. And if this war should terminate

according to your wishes, it is right that you bear in mind to

restore my freedom, who have undertaken, for the sake of the

Greeks, this dangerous task. I am Alexander the Macedonian."

Having said these words, he rode away.

Upon receipt of this information Pausanias made a change in

the order in which the Greeks were posted, bringing the Athenians

opposite the Persians. — as having already fought with them at

Marathon and being familiar with their manner of fighting,— and

opposing the Spartans to the Boiotians and Thessalians. The change

was very gratifying to the Athenians; but in the morning, when

some of the Greeks in the Persian army observed it, they gave

intelligence to Mardonios, who thereupon made a corresponding

change in the disposition of his forces, so that the Spartans again

were opposite to the Persians. Mardonios took these movements

in the Greek army as an evidence of fear, and sent to Pausanias

an insolent challenge to end the affair by an engagement between

a selected number of Spartans and the same of Persians. The

king made no reply. Two circumstances compelled the allies again

to change their order of battle,— the horses of the Persian cavalry

had completely fouled the fountain of Gargaphia, whence the

Greeks obtained all the water they drank, for the river was entirely

useless to them, being within range of the bowmen; also, supplies
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of provisions were held back in the defiles of Kithairon by

Theban scouts perpetually on the watch. It was therefore deter-

mined to move by night into a position nearer Plataia and the

mountains through which there was communication with the Pelo-

ponnesos. At the time appointed, the larger part of the troops

TOSF.IDON. ZEUS. 1

set out, but instead of stopping at the designated positions, they

kept on as far as a temple of Here outside the gates of Plataia.

The Spartans and Athenians did not leave their camp till nearly

morning, Pausanias delaying in the attempt to persuade a brave

but obstinate captain who, not comprehending the object of

this movement, deemed it a retreat, and declared that he would

i Bronze statuettes in the Cabinet de France (Catalogue, No. 2,922), in the Museum of

Naples anil in the British Museum (from the original; from Overbeck, Griechische Kunst-

mgthologie, toI. ii. pi. i. No. 1 ; and from a photograph). Zeus, laurelled, holds with the right

hand the thunderbolt, and with the left leans upon his sceptre : the feet are shod with sandals.

the eyes incnisted with silver. This statuette was discovered with seventeen others in a coffer

of oak-wood in France, at Chalon-sur-Saone. Poseidon, a nude figure, leans upon his trident

;

the staff (tcowrfj) is a modern restoration. The Apollo of the British Museum, also a nude

figure, was discovered at Paramythia in Epeiros.

NOTE. — On the opposite page is represented (from a photograph) a colossal marble bust

of Here, now in the Villa Ludovisi in Rome. This is one of the most justly celebrated repre-

sentations of the ox-rved (/3o<W) goddess, wife of Zeus and queen of Olympos. The work is

more than a century later in date than the statue which the Argive Polykletos executed for

the temple of Here in Argos, which determined the type of the goddess.
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never, by flight, bring disgrace upon Sparta. From this delay it

followed that their movement soon became visible to the Persian

camp.

Mardonios, in great delight, crossed the Asopos, and hurled his

Persians in much disorder upon the Spartan troops who were

SARCOprfAOI AT PLATAIA. 1

PLATAIAN COIN.2

marching along on the hill-side, for the Athenians, owing to the

route they had taken, were concealed from his sight. All the

rest of the army of Mardonios quickly snatched

up their standards and followed, without rank

or order, advancing in a throng, shouting as

they went, in the full persuasion that they were

about to overwhelm the Greeks.

The Spartan troops, being hotly pressed by the Persian cavalry,

sent an urgent message, begging the Athenians to come to their

aid. which the latter were about to do when the Greek allies of

Mardonios fell upon them with such fury that they could do no

1 From the Tour du Monde, xxxii. 48. These sarcophagi are unquestionably of much

later date than the fifth century B.C.

2 Boiotian shield. Reverse : FAA. Head of Here, front face, wearing the high Stephanos.

(Silver. British Museum.)
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more than protect themselves. The Spartans and Tegean koplites,

with their own light-armed troops, were an army of thirty-five

thousand men, and perfectly capable of fighting their own battle

;

but they were, even at this critical mo-

ment, consulting the gods by sacrifices, and

the omens continued constantly unfavor-

able. Therefore they remained inactive,

and suffered heavily under showers of ar-

rows which the Persians directed against

them from behind the wicker-work shields.

Pausanias at last in despair appealed to

the uoddess Here, looking towards her tem-

ple and imploring her not to suffer the

hopes of the Greeks to be utterly disap-

pointed.

" While he was vet making this invocation,"

says Herodotos, " the Tegeans, starting first,

advanced against the Barbarians ; and imme-

diately after the prayer of Pausanias the omens

became favorable when the Spartans sacrificed.

They also then advanced agafnsl the Persians,

and the Persians withstood them, laving aside

their bows. First of all there was a contest

around the hedge of shields, and when that was

thrown down, an obstinate fight ensued near

the temple of Demeter. till at last they fought

hand to hand, and the Persians, laying hold

of the Greek spears, broke them. And indeed in

courage and strength the Persians were not inferior; but besides being

lightly armed, they were ignorant of military discipline and not equal to

their adversaries in skill : and rushing forward singly, or in tens, or more

or fewer in a body, they fell upon the Spartans and perished.

INSCRIPTION ON" THE TRIPOD

OF PLATAIA. 1

1 From the Jahrbiich. d<s kaiserlick. deutschen archaoloyischen Institutes, vol. i. (I*s6)

pp. 176 etseq. (E. Fabricius). The first three linos of the inscription have long been read:

'A-oXAojm 6(W ariaavr ava8np! airo MijSsw (Rbhl, Tnscript. gr. anliquiss., No. 70). Fabric-ins

reads, completing the inscription : to[18c tov] itoXfjiov [<f]7roX[c']/»eoi'. Thirty-one names, known

to us already through Herodotos (ix. 81), follow: AaKfhaipovioi. 'Adavaiot. Kopivdioi. Teyfarai.

ZiKvwviot (Fabricius, and not SeKvayvtoi). Alytvarat. Meya^j. 'Eni&nipioi. 'Epx ^'"""- *X«ao-ioi.

Tpof,ii/ioi. 'Eppwi^s. TtpivBiot. UKaTairjs- GfOTri^. Mvnavijs. Keioi. MdXlot. Tqvioi. Nd|toi. 'Epe-

rptrjs. XaXxtSijr. Snipes- FaXeloi YloTeiSaiaTai- AeuKadiot, FavaKTopiijt KvOvloi. 2i(jmoi. 'Apxpa-

Ktcorai. Aeirpeartu.
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"In that pari where Mardoirios happened to be, mounted on a white

horse, at the head of a thousand chosen men, the best of the Persians,

—

there they pressed their adversaries most closely; and as long as Mardo-

nios was alive they held out. and defending themselves, slew many of the

Greeks; but when Mardonios had fallen, and the soldiers immediately sur-

rounding him, then the rest turned to flight,

and gave way before their adversaries. Their

dress, too, was particularly disadvantageous to

them, for, being light-armed, they had to con-

tend with heavy-armed men."

The fugitives retreated in disorder to

their own camp, and were followed by the

Spartans, who vainly endeavored to force

the entrenchment ; constantly driven back,

they were obliged to await the arrival of

the Athenians, for some time detained on

the battle-field by the Greek auxiliaries of

the Persian army. Of these, only the Boio-

tians fought with much bravery, and when

they were finally routed, the Athenians

turned their attention to the Persian camp.

Here they soon made a breach in the wall,

ami the Greeks poured in, making great

carnage in this limited space. According

to Herodotos, of the three hundred thou-

sand men selected by Mardonios to re-

main and complete the conquest of Greece,

scarcely three thousand were left alive, if we except the forty

thousand that Artabazos, foreseeing defeat, had withdrawn from

the field at the beginning of the day, and with whom he fled in

all haste as soon as the disaster became apparent, taking the road

to Thrace, and spreading as he went a report that Mardonios had

gained a great victory. Of the Spartans, 91 were killed, with 16

' From E. Fahricius. Jnhrh. d. k. <l. arch. Inst., vol. i. (1886) pp. 184 el seq. Besides the

column formed by the three twisted serpents, there is left of this monument only the upper
part of one serpent's head. (S. Reinach, ( 'dialogue du musee imp. d'antiq. de. Constantinople,

Mo. te>3.
) Tin- inscription engraved on the hase:—

'EXAriSov (vpvxopov (TtoTrifies rnvft aviBnKav

8ov\o(JVVT)S OTtryfpuy pv(Ttxp.(Vt}l TTnXiaS,

is given us by Diodoros, xi. 33, 2.

TRIPOD OF PI.ATAIA. RESTO-
RATION.1
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Tegeans and 52 Athenians. The other Greeks had not been

engaged, with the exception of the Megarians, who, unexpectedly

charged in the open plain by the Theban cavalry while they

were hurrying across in disorder towards Plataia, had broken and

tied, losing six hundred men. 1

The Athenians and Spartans hotly disputed the prize of valor;

a Megarian proposed to them to waive their claim, and all united

MILETOS AND MOUNT MYKALE."

in favor of the Plataians, who. according to custom, had fought

with the Athenians. A decree proposed by Aristeides was passed

that the allied Greeks should form against Persia a defensive

league, arming 10,000 hoplites, 1.000 horse, and 100 triremes;

that they should annually send deputies to Plataia to commemo-

rate, by solemn sacrifices, the death of those slain on the battle-

field ; and every five years games, called the Festival of Liberty

(Eleutheria), should be celebrated there. Also that the Plataians,

1 These figures of Ilerodotos are very low. Plutarch speaks of 1.360 killed : but Diodoros

troes too far in saying 10,000.

2 From a photograph. At the right is the village of Plataia, situated on the site of Mile-

tus, in the valley of the Maiandros. Uu the horizon is Mount Mykale.
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wliose duty it was henceforth to offer sacrifices and prayers for

the safety of Greece, should be in future regarded as a nation

sacred and inviolate.

An altar was erected in

the public place to Zeus

Eleutherios ; for the first

sacrifice, the Plataian

Eucheidas ran from the

camp to Delphi, to ob-

tain fire from the na-

ti >nal sanctuary,— the

only temple of Central

Greece that had not

been polluted by the

presence of Barbarians.

The distance was more

than sixty miles, and

tradition says that the

runner brought back the

fire in one day. but. like

the soldier of Marathon,

fell dead on complet-

ing his task. 1

The loot of the Per-

sian camp was immense.

" Pausanias, having made proclamation," says Herodotos, " that no one

should touch the booty, commanded the Helots to bring together all the

treasures. They accordingly, dispersing themselves through the camp,

found tents decked with gold and silver, and gilt couches, and plated

and golden bowls and cups and drinking vessels ; they also found in

bags, gold and silver caldrons ; and from the dead bodies they stripped

bracelets, necklaces, and scymitars of gold ; but no account at all was

taken of the variegated apparel. . . . Having collected the treasures

together and taken from them a tithe for the god at Delphi, from which

1 The Pythia ordered that all the altar-fires which had been polluted by the presence of

the Barbarians should be extinguished and re-lighted from the altar at Delphi (Plutarch,

Aritteides, 9).

2 Marble head in a private collection (from Pi. Kekule. //< -lie. 1S67, pi. 1). Hebe was the

child of Zeus and Here. The reader should compare this head with that of the Juno Ludovisi

W .



494 HISTORY OF GREECE.

the golden tripod -was dedicated which stands on the three-headed brazen
,

serpent close to the altar ; and having taken out a tithe for the god at

Olympia, from which they dedicated the brazen Zeus, ten cubits high
;

and a tithe to the god at the Isthmus, from which was made the brazen

Poseidon, seven cubits high,— having taken out these, the}- divided the

rest, and each took his share. . . . Now what choice presents were given

to those who most distinguished themselves at Plataia, is mentioned by

no one ; yet I am of opinion that such presents were given them. But

for Pausanias, ten of everything was selected and given him,— women,

horses, talents, camels, and all other treasures in like manner.

•'It is said also that the following occurred, — that Xerxes, fleeing

from Greece, left all his camp equipage to Mardonios, and that Pausanias,

therefore, seeing the equipage, with its gold and silver, and party-colored

hangings, ordered the bakers and cooks to prepare a supper in the same

manner as for Mardonios ; and when they, being ordered, had done so,

that Pausanias, seeing the gold and silver couches richly carved, and the

gold and silver tables, and magnificent preparations for the supper, aston-

ished at the profusion set before him, in derision ordered his own attend-

ants to prepare a Spartan supper ; and that when the repast was spread,

the difference was great, and Pausanias, laughing, sent for the generals

of the Greeks, to whom, when they had assembled, he said, pointing to

each preparation for supper :
' Men of Greece, I have called you together

to show you the folly of the leader of the Medes, who, having such fare

as this, has come to us who have such poor fare, to take it from us.'

It is related that Pausanias said this to the generals of the Greeks."

The dead were buried on the field, the Spartans making three

tumuli for their officers, soldiers, and Helots, separately ; the

Tegeans had their sepulchre; the Athenians and Megarians theirs;

and the Plataians were the guardians of all these graves.

" Of all the others," says Herodotos, " whose sepulchres are seen in

Plataia, they, as I am informed, being ashamed of their absence from the

battle, severally threw up empty mounds for the sake of future genera-

tions. For instance, there is a sepulchre there called that of the Aigi-

netans, which, I hear, Kleades, a Plataian who was their friend, threw up

ten years after the event, at the request of the Aiginetans."

On the golden tripod at Delphi were engraved, however, the

names of all who had taken part in the war of liberation. The

king of Sparta had the presumption to cause this inscription to

be encraved on it: "The leader of the Greeks, Pausanias. after

having destroyed the Median army, consecrated this offering to
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Apollo,— a vainglorious act, characteristic of this feeble and arro-

gant personage, whom we shall meet with at a later period.

Upon this the Plataians formally complained to the Amphiktyonic

Council that one man should thus take to himself the honor due

to all ; the council condemned his ac-

tion, and the verse of Simonides was

erased from the tripod, and in its stead

engraved the list of honor of the thirty-

one cities which had fought at Plataia.1

In the recent battle the Thebans

had given active aid to Mardonios.

On the eleventh day after the victory, the Greek army appeared

before their walls and compelled them to give up the authors of

this treachery, and Pausanias had them put to death in Corinth

(479 B.C.).

While the Greeks were gaining this great victory on land.

their fleet, under command of the Spartan Leotychides, made

itself famous by a brilliant sea-fight, which was said to have

occurred on the same day with the battle of Plataia.

The fleet was at Delos, afraid to venture farther, notwith-

standing the prayers of the Ionian exiles, who implored Leotychi-

des to cross over to the Asiatic coast. Envoys from Samos were

more successful. Leotychides sailed to that island ; and as the

Persians fled at his approach, he pursued them as far as Mykale.

The Persian troops disembarked, in order to place themselves

under the protection of an army of sixty thousand men which

Xerxes, who was still in Sardis, had detained to support his

authority in Ionia. The Greeks in their turn landed, and shortly

perceived with astonishment that there was much disorder in the

Persian camp. The general in command, fearing treachery on

the part of the allied Greeks, had disarmed the Samians, and was

1 Thucydides, i. 132; iii. :>7
; Pseudo-Demosthenes, Against Neaira, 97. The Phokidians,

during the Sacred War, carried off this tripod. Its base, consisting of three bronze serpents,

was found in ] >.";8 at Constantinople, whither it had been carried by Constantino. The thirty-

one nanus are still legible upon it.

2 Baaltars, or Zeus of Tarsos, seated, leaning on his sceptre, and holding in the right hand
an ear of wheat and a bunch of grapes; under his throne the ansate cross. Aramaic legend :

"'"";•: (Baaltars). Reverse: in an incused square, a lion devouring a stag. Aramaic
ll gend : "H8 (Mazda). The explanation of this legend has given rise to many controversies.

(Tetradrachm struck at Tarsos.)
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sending the Milesians away on pretext of employing them to

guard the mountain paths. Just as the battle began, there passed

through the Greek lines, tradition says, a rumor that, a few hours

earlier in Boiotia, their kinsmen had defeated Mardonios. With

redoubled confidence and ardor, the troops attacked ; the Persians

vainly sought to defend themselves behind the hedge of their

shields, as at Plataia ; they broke and fled, the camp was forced,

the Persian generals and nearly all of the soldiers perished. This

was the last army of Xerxes. The Athenians, commanded by

Xanthippos, the father of Perikles, had the chief glory of the day,

for they gained the victory almost unaided, the Spartans having

lost their way in an attempt to surround the Persian camp.

Thus not only had the Greeks repulsed the enemy who threat-

ened their homes, but they had now themselves carried hostilities

into the country of the foe. This last victory was

equivalent to a conquest of the iEgasan Sea. In less

than a year they had defeated the Persians at Sala-

mis, Plataia, and Mykale, and from being the attacked

party, they had become aggressors and conquering

invaders. Who would have believed, a few months

earlier, that the greatness of Asia would find its grave in Greece?

All the multitudes of the East could not prevail against that

little nation, which had in her the twofold genius of civilization

and of liberty. It was also a young world getting the better of a

world grown old and exhausted. The Greeks felt this themselves.

The divinity they invoked at Mykale, their rallying-cry, was Hebe,

personified youth. On the same day that the battle of Salamis

was fought, the Sicilian Greeks gained a great victory under

Gelon of Syracuse, near Himera, destroying three hundred thou-

sand Carthaginians.2 The hour of triumph for the Hellenic race

had struck.

Then what long and legitimate enthusiasm! The great Median

epic had its inimitable historian in Herodotos, and its poet in

Aischylos,— Herodotos, who read portions of his History at the

great games of delighted and rejoicing Greece ; Aischylos, the

1 Zeus standing, holding the thunderbolt in his right hand, and probably the eagle on his

left. Before him an owl. Legend : A6E. (Reverse of a bronze Athenian coin.)

2 Herodotos, vii. 166.
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soldier of Marathon and Salamis, whose burning verses called out

in the Athenian theatre tumults of applause. What transports

must it have excited in those ardent souls to behold Atossa, the

haughty queen who had asked Darius to give her Athenian and

1 • • «** * V

HCMAX-HEADED BULLS OF THE PALACE OF DARIUS AT PERSEPOLIS.1

Argive and Spartan women for her slaves, and who, now that

Xerxes her son has gone to seek those slaves, hearing no news from

him. and tortured with anxiety, relates to the chorus of old men
how she has seen a kite pursue and tear the Persian eagle ! The

1 From a photograph by Madame Jane Dieulafoy.
VOL. ii. — 32
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chorus, who already know what has happened, reply, seeking to

encourage her. The queen will know all, and questions them.

" Atossa. But first, my friends, I wish to hear of Athens

:

Where in the world do men report it staudeth ?

Chorus. Far to the west, where sets our king, the Sungod.

Atossa. Was it this city my son wished to capture ?

Chorus. Aye ; then would Hellas to our king be subject.

Atossa. And have they any multitude of soldiers ?

Chorus. A mighty host, that wrought the Medes much mischiet.

Atossa. And what besides ? Have they too wealth sufficing ?

Chorus. A fount of silver have they, their land's treasure.

Atossa. Have they a host in archer's skill excelling ?

Chorus. Not so; they wield the spear and shield and bucklers.

Atossa. What shepherd rules and lords it o'er their people ?

Chorus. Of no man are they called the slaves or subjects.

Atossa. How then can they sustain a foe invading ?

Chorus. So that they spoiled Darius' goodly army.

Atossa. Dread news is thine for sires of those who are marching."

Later the ghost of Darius appears, invoked by the old men,

that he may tell them a cure for all the ills that have fallen

upon Persia, and how they can now prosper best. Darius answers:

"If ye no more attack the Hellenes' land,

E'en though the Median host outnumbers theirs . . .

To them the very land is true ally,

It slays with famine those vast multitudes."

The chorus, in strophe and antistrophe, dilate upon the woes

that have lately fallen on Persia :
—

"For now the land of Asia mourneth sore,

Left desolate of men.

'T was Xerxes led them forth, woe, woe !

'Twas Xerxes lost them all, woe, woe!

'Twas Xerxes who with evil counsels sped

Their course in sea-borne barques.

And throughout all Asia's borders

Xone now own the sway of Persia,

Xor bring any more their tribute,

Owning sway of sovereign master.

Low upon the earth laid prostrate

Is the strength of our great monarch.

No more need men keep in silence
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Tongues fast bound ; for now the people

.May with freedom speak at pleasure,

For the yoke of power is broken

;

And, blood-stained in all its meadows,

Holds the sea-washed isle of Aias

What was once the host of Persia."

These last words said to the audience two things, which gave

the Greeks as much pleasure as their own deliverance did
;

namely, that by reason of their victories a republican govern-

ment had triumphed over an Oriental despotism, and liberty of

soul over slavery.

Then is introduced Xerxes, his kingly robes rent; and as to

the ancients vengeance was a delicious fruit, the Greeks relished

these humiliations of the Great King, answering with groans to

the lamenting chorus:—
" Xerxes. Weep for our sorrow, weep !

Yea, go ye to the house !

Chorus. Woe for our griefs, woe, woe

!

Xerxes. Cry out an echoing cry.

Chorus. Ill gift of ills on ills.

Xerxes. Weep on in wailing chant

!

Chorus. Oh! ah! oh! ah!

Xerxes. Grievous our bitter woes !

Chorus. Ah me ! I mourn them sore.

Xerxes. Ply, ply your hands and groan

;

Yea, for my sake bewail

!

Chorus. I weep in bitter grief.

Xerxes. Cry out an echoing cry.

Chorus. Yea, we may raise our voice,

Lord and King, in wail

!

Xerxes. Raise, now, shrill cry of woe.

Chorus. Ah me ! ah, woe is me

!

Xerxes. Yea, with it mingle dark . . .

Chorus. And bitter grievous blows.

Xerxes. Eaise a re-echoing cry.

Chorus. Ah, woe ! ah, woe !

Xerxes. Go to thy home with wailings long and loud.

Chorus. land of Persia, full of lamentations

!

X' rxes. Through the town raise your pries.

Chorus. We raise them
;

yea, we raise.
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Xerxes. "Wail, wail, ye men that walked so daintily.

Chorus. Land of Persia, full of lamentations!

Woe ! woe

!

Xerxes. Alas for those who in the triremes perished

!

Chorus. With broken cries of woe will I escort thee."'

And the chorus leaves the stage uttering wild cries, at last

drowned in the applause of the Athenians, rejoicing spectators

now of the drama in which they had not long before been them-

selves actors on the resounding waves of Salamis.

1 Horseman armed with a shield and galloping to the left ; a colossal Victory is standing

beside the horse, and has grasped him by the mane. Reverse : the hero Taras, kneeling on a

dolphin, which is swimming to the left. He extends the right hand in sign of triumph, and

holds in the left his shield and two lances, in the field, IOP (,-178)- Silver coin of Tarentum

(see p. 229).

HORSEMAN LED BY A VICTORY. 1
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SUPREMACY OF ATHENS (479-431 B.C.).

GROWTH OF LITERATURE AND THE ARTS.

CHAPTER XVIII.

FROM THE CLOSE OF THE PERSIAN INVASION TO THE THIRTY YEARS'

TRUCE (479-445).

I.— The Long Walls ; Peiraieus ; Athenian Confederation.

ALTHOUGH Greece as a whole was triumphant, one State

exulted above all the rest. The chief glory of having

expelled the invasion belonged to Athens. " Some deity," says

Pindar. 1 " hath turned aside the stone of Tantalos which hung

above our heads." But Herodotos, who in /^~>\ /-^-v
his character of historian seeks the truth in r-^Ss | rStS

A

facts rather than in mythological allusions, >fe(§/ Vf/V /
says, " Athens has been the liberator of

xcw^
_, ,, „ . ,, . . . - ATHENIAN COIN.3

Greece. J At Marathon she conquered alone
;

at Salamis she compelled the allies to conquer in spite of them-

selves. The glory of Mykale was almost completely hers, and she

shared in that of Plataia, where the Athenians displayed their

ordinary valor, less theatrical, but surer and more skilful than

that of Sparta. What Greek State could bring forward a name

worthy to be placed beside the names of Miltiades, Themistokles,

and Aristeides, — Themistokles especially, who in his faults as well

as in his virtues was the most perfect type of the Greek race ?

1 Isthmic, vii. 19.

2 vii. 39.

8 Triptolemos, standing on a chariot drawn by two winged dragons. Reverse : a Victory

stepping to the riirht. holding a palm and a wreath. (Bronze.)
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In her share of the spoils. Athens received the silver-footed throne

of Xerxes and the scymitar of Mardonios, estimated at a value of

three hundred darics,
1— and this was no more than just.

We know Themistokles well, — supple, crafty, bold, fruitful in

resources even in the midst of danger ; unscrupulous as to means,

if they lead to the end desired. His hands were

not always pure, — so say Herodotos and Plu-

tarch ; he could be bribed, but he was able to

reconcile venality with patriotism, and the bribe,

after he had accepted it, was often employed

in the service of liberty. Posterity, severe upon

such adulterous alliances, judges him harshly,
ATHENIAN COIN. 1

. .

and so did Athens ; above his name history

places the man who was the good genius of his city,— Aristeides,

— whom the people, assembled in the theatre, publicly saluted as

" the just," and who by his moderation held back The-

mistokles and the Athenians. Shortly after the war.

Themistokles sought permission from the Athenians to

carry out a plan which he said would be of great benefit
17

.
BRONZE.*

to Athens, but must be executed m secrecy. Upon this

the assembly empowered Aristeides to receive the secret, and

judge for the State whether the plan should or should not be

carried out. Aristeides made report that the scheme was ex-

tremely useful, but extremely unjust; and the people thereupon

rejected it. The proposal of Themistokles is said to have been to

burn the Greek fleet which was in the harbor of Pagasai, thus

leaving Athens the sole maritime power in Greece. Aristeides

fought at Salamis and also at Plataia. At the latter battle he

took pains to appease his angry countrymen, offended by the

repeated changes the Spartan general made in their position, for

the purpose of opposing them to the Persians. "Any place is

1 Demosthenes, Against Timohrates, 129.

2 Tetradrachm bearing tin- name of Themistokles. Names of magistrates: 6EMIST..

OEOnOMn02, AY2ANI. Above, AOE. Owl standing upon an amphora; in the field, at

the right, tb.' prow of the galley of Themistokles, surmounted by a trophy, in memory of

the victory of Salamis. Letter on the amphora, H; under it ME. mint-mark. The whole

surrounded by an olive-wreath (Beule, Monnaies (PAthlnes, pp. 305-300).

* Reverse of a bronze coin of Athens. An owl standing on the extremity of the prow

of tbe galley. On the obverse is a bebneted bead of Pallas (Beule, Monnaies d'Athenes,

p. 313). See p. 45-2, another coin with the same type.
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good," he said. 'Ho do a man's duty and to die at his post."

And later it was always he who acted as a peacemaker between

the rival cities.

Such, then, did the Athenians show themselves to be, under

their illustrious leaders, — brave, intelligent, resolute to serve in

all places and by all methods the common cause of Greece.

Sparta, on the contrary, remained in the shade, although placed

by unanimous consent in the first rank. In each campaign her

incredible delays had left the Athe-

nians without assistance. She gave,

indeed, the hero of Thermopylai, Leon-

idas ; but Euryhiades, who received

the prize of valor, did not merit that

of prudence, and Pausanias, who con-

quered at Plataia. while doing little

to secure that victory, soon after dis-

graced his name by a guilty ambition.

Such, however, was the ascendency

of Lacedtemon. by reason of her an-

cient renown, that Athens, in spite

of her services, found only coolness

or envy on every side. She was a

new-comer whose fame gave offence.

Themistokles had not allowed himself

to be dazzled by the honors Sparta

had paid him, but it may be they

were the cause, among his jealous

fellow-citizens, whose public servant

he was, of the mistrust that kept him

remote from any command in the memorable year of Mykale and

Plataia. He saw his danger, and found a remedy. Athens was in

nuns, and the statues of her gods were shattered ; six centuries later,

Pausanias saw them blackened and calcined by fire. The city had

preserved these shapeless fragments that she might never forget

the unjust aggression of the nation which thenceforth became the

hereditary enemy of Greece. There now remained to the city of

Pallas no other rampart than that of which the poet speaks,— her

1 From Visconti, Iconograjia greca, pi. 14, 4.

THFMISTOKI.KS ("?).
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valiant sons. Themistokles prevailed upon the assembly to make

the patriotic declaration that no man should build his own house,

should lay hands upon the ruins which belonged to him. until the

city had been surrounded with a strong wall. The whole popula-

tion fell to work ; for material, they took whatever lay at hand,

— stones from tombs, columns from temples, statues of heroes and

gods. In this way the wall was built the sooner, and it seemed

that it would thus be the stronger.

There was need of haste, for already the emissaries of Aigina

had hastened to Sparta to denounce the undertaking. Sparta

sent a deputation to Athens : " It is not suitable." the envoys said,

" to fortify any city outside the Peloponnesos. To do so is to pre-

pare a citadel for the Barbarians, a stronghold whence they can

never be driven out. The real fortress of Greece is the Pelopon-

nesos, and Sparta will render its entrance impossible. ..." As if

it were possible to prevent the Barbarians from landing at any one

of a thousand points in the peninsula ! Themistokles expected

this hypocritical counsel ; but the wall was not yet high enough

to risk an attack, — to gain time, he caused himself to be sent

solemnly to Sparta to carry the reply of Athens ; he made the

journey as slowly as possible, and on his arrival took no steps

towards being received by the senate or the ephors. When the

latter expressed astonishment, he said only that he was awaiting

the arrival of his colleagues, detained, doubtless, by some urgent

cause. Meantime at Athens every one was at work,— men,

women, the aged, and children. Beport of this came from every

side to Sparta. Themistokles, being interrogated, still denied, and

advised the ephors to send certain of their fellow-citizens to see

with their own eyes. These were hostages for his own safety

that he thus caused to be sent to Athens. He himself secretly

instructed the Athenians to detain these Spartans until his own

return ; at length, when he knew that the wall was of height suffi-

Xote. — The view of the Akropolis (from a photograph) on the opposite page is taken

from tin- X. X. W. In the foreground is the Theseion (see Vol. I. p. 573) ; at the left is

Hy ttos. The wall of Themistokles was huilt along the precipitous rocks on the north of

the Akropolis, called in ancient times the Lone; Rocks (Maxpai ntVpat) ; a part of it is vet

standing, and presents the aspect described by Thucydides (i. 03. 1). In it may be seen

(immediately above the northwest angle of the Theseion) parts of columns and a Doric entab-

lature from the Parthenon burned by Xerxes
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cient to shelter the reviving city from insult, he went boldly into

the senate at Sparta, saying: "The Athenians did not wait for your

advice before abandoning their city and embarking on shipboard, nor

have they need of it now before rebuild-

ing their walls. Let envoys be sent to

them on reasonable grounds, and they

will willingly discuss what concerns the

general interests of Greece." The Spar-

tans were able to dissimulate. They af-

fected to receive the news without dis-

pleasure, and regretted that their intentions had been so misun-

derstood. An ancient author attributes to Themistokles an expe-

dient still more sure to succeed: before Salamis, he had bribed

Eurybiades : he now bribed the ephors.2

COIN OF THEBES.1

Scalg:
9 *00 I0CO lioob*-

PENINSULA OF PEIRAIEUS.

Not long after, he

tans ; they wished to

States that had not

have been but a triv

Athens, however, had

supremacy of Sparta

secondary importance,

again incurred the displeasure of the Spar-

exclude from the Amphiktyonic Council the

fought against the Persians. This would

ial punishment for their cowardly conduct

;

an interest in supporting herself against the

on the mainland by aid of these States of

Argos, Thebes, and Thessaly. Themistokles

1 Boiotian shield. Reverse : 6E. Head of Herakles, with the lion's skin, left profile.

(Silver.)

2 Theopompos, quoted by Plutarch. Themistolles, 19.
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BRONZE.1

maintained that if this proposition were favorably received, the

supreme tribunal of the Hellenic nation would be given into the

power of two or three cities ; and it was accordingly rejected.

But Sparta never forgave the man who had thus defeated her.

Athens was fortified ; she now required a harbor worthy of

her power. Phaleron was too small, and was, besides, insecure.

At the west of these roads, and five miles distant

from the city, the coast offered three harbors of

size to shelter four hundred vessels. The attention

of Themistokles had long been attracted to this

point of the coast. Engineering works had already

been executed there, and he resumed them, enclos-

ing Peiraieus and Mounychia with a wall about twenty-one fee!;

in height and nearly seven

miles long, broad enough for

two chariots to pass, and

formed of enormous blocks

of hewn stone clamped to-

gether with metal. The

next work to be done was

to unite Peiraieus with tbe

city by a walled road insur-

ing communication.3 This

project was conceived by Themistokles. and executed by Kimon

and Perikles. To maintain the maritime supremacy of Athens,

Themistokles would have twenty triremes built annually; and to

increase her population he urged upon his fellow-citizens to prom-

ise immunities to foreigners, especially of the working-class, who

i Owl standing on the prow of a galley. On the extremity of the prow, another owl as

a symbol. Legend : AOE. The whole surrounded by an olive-wreath. (Bronze coin.) Beule,

Monnaies d'Athenes, p. 313.
.

* Head of Kybele, with mural crown ; right profile. Reverse : ZMYPNAIGN. Lion roar-

in- and lifting the paw; before him the monogram of a magistrate's mum-; behind him, HPA-

K\EIAOY, the name of another magistrate. The whole surrounded by a wreath of oak- eaves.

s In a eountrv bristling with mountains, like Greece, many of tbe inhabitants dwelt near

the shore, and they needed for their cities, from the point of view of defence, a site difficult of

access, which they could further fortify by building a citadel, or akropolis
;
and for their com-

merce, a harbor by which they were in communication with the sea. They attained this object

1„ ,,,„„,, f„,r the harbor with the city by long walls (which they called "legs," nAf}.u at

Athens and Megara, where they are no longer standing, and in Epeiros, at Limnaia (Kerva-

Bara), where they have been discovered (Heuzey, Acarnania, p. 820, pi. 4).

TETRADRACHM OF SMYRNA.2
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might come to reside in the city.
1 This latter recommendation,

liberally acted upon, had the most favorable results. From all

parts of Greece men came to the hospitable city, and Athens

found, later, in her increasing population the means of sending

out numerous colonies, which contributed to her prosperity.

Diobolos of SpanUokos. 1 Tetraiiraehm of Sparadoko^> Coin of Metakos. 4

Didrachm of Seuthes I.s Coin of Amadokos L*

COINS OF THRACIAN KINGS.

After the victory of Mykale the conquerors discussed among

themselves what should be the fate of the Ionians. The Spartans,

declaring that it was impossible to protect cities so remote from

Greece, made a proposition that the Asiatic Greeks should aban-

1 He caused the enfranchisement, for a certain length of time, from taxes of every kind, of

those who hired houses in the city, and all artisans, for the purpose of attracting to Athens the

industrial class (Diodoros, I. xi. ch. xliii.).

2 SUA. Fore part of a horse, galloping to the right. Reverse : in an incused square an

flying, with a serpent in its beak. (Silver.)

s Horseman armed with two lances, un a horse stepping to the left. In the field a helmet.

Reverse : in an incused square, SnAPAAOKO. Eagle tearing a serpent with its beak. (Silver.)

Bparadokos, brother of Sitalkes, was, according to Thucydides, king of the Odrysian Thracians

about the year 530 B. c. (See Bull, de Corr. hellen., vol. iii. pp. 409 et seq.)

* Head of Metokos (or of Dionysus), right profile. Legend: MHTOKO. Reverse: bipenna

and bunch of grapes. (Silver.) Metokos was, according to Xenophon, king of the Odrysian

Thracians about 400 B. c. (See Zeilschrifl fur Numismalik, vol. v. p. 95, and pi. ii. 1.)

5 Horseman with lance, on a horse galloping to the right. Reverse : in two lines : 2EY9A
KO.MMA. Si uthes I. was king of the Odrysian Thracians about 424 B. c. The word KOMMA
'(••in- to signify "coin." (See Barclay V. Head, Hisloria numorum. A Manual of Greek

matics, p. J40.)

* AMAAOKO. Ripenna. Reverse: in an incused square a magistrate's name: Eni

AH MOKP]lTO: in the centre, in a beaded square, a vine-stock. Amadokos I. was king of

the Odrysian Thracians about i-'O b. c.
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SILVER COIN.1

COIX OF BYZAXTIOX 2

dou their homes and take possession of the lands of those States

of European Greece which had not fought for liberty. To destroy

Miletos, Phokaia. Smyrna, Halikarnassos, was to give Asia back tu

barbarism. But Sparta cared nothing for that.

Athens replied that no one had a right to inter-

fere in the affairs of her colonies, and she allowed

the Ionians for the moment to make what terms

they could with Persia, until she herself should

be strong enough to undertake their deliv-

erance. Chios. Lesbos, Samos, and most

of the insular cities were declared mem-

bers of the Hellenic body.

The victory of Mvkale gave the Greeks

the JEgsean Sea. but the enemy still pos-

sessed Thrace. A great number of Persians, even men of the high-

est rank, were there as residents or in garrison. First of all it

was important to rid the European continent of these Asiatics,

and to drive them back across the Hellespont, in the intention later

of pursuing them thither. The Greek fleet accordingly sailed to

destroy the bridges that Xerxes had built between Sestos and

Abydos. which were supposed to be still there. But Leotychides

> Coin of the Thracian Chersonesos. Fore part of a lion, with head reverted and open

mouth. Reverse, incused square. These coins are believed to have been minted at Kardia,

a eitv of the Chersonesos.

- A bull; under him a dolphin ; in the field the syllable BY. initial of Byzantion. Reverse.

incused square. The peculiar form of the letter B will be remarked,— a form belonging to the

Dorian alphabet.

Note.— On the opposite page is represented a sarcophagus at Naples (from the Mom

deW Inst, areheol, vol. iii. pi. 40). On the front is Protesilaos returning from the kingdom of

Hades. The hero departed to the Trojan war on the day following his marriage, and was the

first of all the Creeks to perish on Trojan soil. Laodamia. his wife, ceased not to lament

him and to offer sacrifices to him. The artist represents her in her dwelling; an altar with

wood laid upon it stands near a hemes of Dionysos. and Laodamia with a vase in her hand is

making libations and invoking the shade of her husband, who appears behind the altar wrapped

in his shnmd. Around her are her women : two bring baskets containing objects to be us. d for

the sacrifice. Meantime. Protesilaos, bavin- obtained permission from Hades to return

day to the earth, appears suddenly at the left, accompanied by Charon and Hermes Psycho-

pompos; at sight of him Laodamia sinks, agitated, upon the -round. On the sides, at the

right of Helios with radiate crown, is represented the parting of husband and wife, b.

whom stands Eros. Laodamia holds in her hand the dagger with which she will kill herself as

soon as her husband is again taken from her. < )n the left of Hekate. with a lighted torch in

her hand and a crescent on her bead, is represented the hero's return into the under-world.

lie is wrapped in bis shroud, and advances slowly, guided by Eros, towards the throne ol

Hades ; Persephone stands beside the god.
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found that the sea had already performed this task; accordingly,

he returned to the coast of the Peloponnesos. But Xanthippos

and the Athenians were not content to

have gone so far without at least recov-

ering the Chersonesos, which, before the

late war. had belonged to them. A 'Per-

sian. Artayktrs. was in command there,

and by his acts of violence and extortion

had made himself hated by the whole Greek population; Elaious

could not forgive him for having profaned and pillaged the

ACUAIMKMD COIN'.

VIEW OF THE ORIGINAL, TEMPLE OF APOLLO AT DELOS.2

temple of her hero. Protesilaos. The Athenians besieged him

in Sestos, and remained all the autumn before the place. Famine

finally drove out Artayktes, who. taken as he was escaping, offered

1 Achaimenid kins, standing, and drawing nis bow. Tmhonf detects in front of the king

the head of a goat in intaglio, and behind him, also in intaglio, a bearded head of colossal size.

Reverse, galley with four sails, upon the waves. (Silver coin of an Achaimenid kins. Imhoof-

Rlnmer, Monnaies grecquen, p. 44X. and pi. .T. No. 8.)

2 From A. Lrhi'irne. Rtrherrhes sin- J),'l,,s. pi. 1. This temple is situated on the side of

Mount Kynthos, the akropolis of the Island of Delos. It i< excavated in the hill-side, and is a

cyclopean work of the most ancient style. Here was tbe oracle of Delos. This temple should

rmpared with that of Mount Oche, in Bnboia (p. 97).

vol. II. — 33
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three hundred talents to save his life. Being delivered up to the

people of Elaious, he was crucified, after seeing his son put to

APOLLO.1

death (47S B.C.). The victorious fleet carried away to Athens

the cables of the bridges with which Xerxes had assumed to bmd

the ocean, and hung them Tip in the Akropolis.

i Bronze in the British Museum known as the Payne-Knight Apollo (from a photograph).

This is a copy of the Didymaian statue, the famous work of Kanachos of Sikyon. Tl

holds in the right hand a stag, and in the left his bow. (Cf. the Apollo found at Piombino.

p. 201. and a coin of Miletos. p. 196.)
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Thus, even before Athens hud emerged from her ruins, her

fleel was reconstructing her maritime empire. As early as tin-

following year, the bold sailors were again at sea. To the thirty
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FRAGMENT OF TABLET CONTAINING SUMS LEVIED FROM THE ALLIES.1

Athenian vessels commanded by Aristeides and Kimon, son of

Miltiades, were added twenty galleys from the Peloponnesos ; and

this fleet, under the command of Pausanias, set sail for Cyprus,

expelled the Persians from the larger part of this island, then

1 Corpus truer. Attic, i. 2:26, p. 96. Tn the treasury of Athene, in the <>/>isfltodomos of

the Parthenon, were deposited the tributes, from which were taken for offerings to the goddess

(an-apyai) one inin.i out of every talent : that is to say, one sixtieth of the entire sum. The
thirty officers called logistai had charge of these accounts, and inscribed them on upright stone

tablets which remain to ns, an almost unbroken scries from the Olympiad 81, :i (454-453 b. c. ),

the time when the Delian treasure was transferred to Athens, until the Olympiad 89, l (421-

jment given above is engraved at the top of the first of these tablets. It reads

as follows
: Aifif tO>v (Jiii/iun tS>v napa tu>v 'YX\r)voTapiZiv oU . . . eypuppdrfue. vw6 Tpiaxovra one-

<pav8t)<rav ciirap^ui rjj d(a> eVi
'

Aplaraivos npywrot 'ASnvaiots, pva anb tov raXiivrov. " Here are

levied from the tributes in the hands of the Ilcllcnotamiai. whose secretary was .... the

offerings to the goddess which have been declared by the Thirty, under the archonship of

Ariston, tit the rate of a mina per talent." Then follow, grouped according to regions, the

oame of the tributary allies. In the second column we read: Mapouurai HP: and the third

column. 'A/33ijpn-ai XHHFAAAI7
. Multiplying these figures by 60, we have the total amount

of the tribute paid by each of these cities. Thus the sixtieth of the tribute of Maroneia being

150 drachmas, its total will be at that time 9,000 drachmas; that is, one talent, 3,106 drachmas.

Upon these lists see Kohler's work. Urkunden und Untersuchungen zur Gesckichti den delisch-

attuchen Bundes, in the Abhandl. der IcBnigl. A bad. der Wissennchaften zu Berlin (18G9), 211

On this subject of the allies' tribute ! ei Chapter \I\.
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returned to the Hellespont, and made the conquest of Byzantion.

-where were many Persian nobles and a great store of treasure.

His success and fame had turned the head of Pausanias. He

could not endure the idea that the conqueror of the Persians

should remain a modest king of Sparta, narrowly watched and

restrained by the ephors. His great share in the spoils of Plataia

had but whetted his appetite for wealth. His captives initiated

him into the manners of the Persian court ; they related to him

how the Persian nobles lived, described to him their luxury, their

amusements, their power over all below them ; and the seductive

picture, contrasted with the rigid laws of Sparta, quite unsettled

this vain and feeble mind. Among his prisoners was an Eretrian

who. for some inconsiderable treachery to Greece, had received from

Darius four large cities of Aiolis. What would not the Great

King give to the man who should betray all Hellas to him ?

From that time Pausanias abandoned himself to the most extra va-

cant hopes. By aid of prisoners whom he allowed to escape he

entered into secret relations with Xerxes ; he asked for the

daughter of the Persian king, promisiug. as a wedding gift, the

submission of Lacedamion. And as if he were already the son-

in-law of the Great King, he laid aside the Greek attire, assumed

the Persian robe, exhibited an Asiatic magnificence for which Per-

sian gold paid, and surrounded himself with a guard of Medes

and Egyptians. Soon forgetting that those whom he commanded

were freemen, and not slaves, he treated the allies with the arro-

gance of a satrap. These soon reminded him of it. The Aigine-

tans and the Peloponnesians returned home; the rest, refusing

longer to obey Pausanias. placed themselves under Aristeides and

Kimon. The moderation of these two leaders had brought about

this revolution quite as much as the violence of Pausanias

(177 B.C.).

It was indeed a revolution. Vainly did Sparta recall Pausar

nias in all haste and substitute another chief ; the allies persisted in

their determination. The maritime supremacy passed from Sparta

to Athens; the Hellenic body was divided, the nation henceforth

had two heads,— a fortunate division, because it was in accord-

ance with the nature of things. But will there not some day

spring forth from this a terrible war? Even now, at Sparta men
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had already begun to speak of an armed attempt to recover that.

supremacy wliich Athens herself had often before conceded to the

Spartans. But at this very time the second king, Leotychidea,

the conqueror at Mykale, being sent into Thessaly to drive thence

the Aleuadai and the other allies of Xerxes, had accepted Persian

gold. The senate at Sparta were horrified at this corruption com-

ing in on all sides upon the city of Lykourgos, and one of them

set forth the dangers of sending Spartan soldiers so far from

home into the midst of Asiatic dangers and temptations, and

mentioned Pausanias as an example. Sparta was not destined to

show at all times this wisdom.

Aristeides personally had great power in influencing the action

of the allies. Bringing forward again the idea which he had had

at Plataia, of a permanent league against the com-

mon foe, he now obtained its adoption. By unan-

imous consent he was intrusted with the duty of

preparing the terms of this alliance, and fixing

the obligations of the confederates. It was agreed

that the Greeks of Asia and the islands should

form a league whose interests would be discussed
TETRADRACHM. 1

by a general assembly ; that Athens should have

the direction of military operations, each city retaining complete

independence as to its interior government, and furnishing to the

common cause men, vessels, and money, according to a schedule

approved by the assembly. This schedule was drawn up by him

who was not merely the most upright Athenian, but the most

upright of all the Greek nation. In order to prepare it with

perfect equity, Aristeides visited all the cities, on the islands as

well as on the mainland, and investigated the strength and the

resources of each. The annual assessment, which perhaps like the

share of spoils offered to the gods after a victory, was a tithe,
2

amounted to four hundred and sixty talents [nearly 600,000 dol-

1 Reverse of an Athenian tetradrachm, Bigned by the followins magistrates : 2J2KPATH2,

&IONY20AQ[por], Ano.\AO*A[«|s]. As symbol at the side of the owl is Apollo, holding in his

band Btatues of the three Graces on a single base, and in his left hand a bow; on each side a

small griffin. (On the subject of this explanation see I'.cule, Monnaies d'Ath'enes, pp. 364 etseq.,

and Furtwangler, in the Archdol. Zeitung, 1882, p. 332.)

2 Thasos had a revenue of three hundred talents (Herod., vi. 4<i), and crave fifty, as also

did Paros. The former owed its wealth to its gold mines, the latter to its marble quarries.
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•lars],— a large sum, and a proof that the Greeks of the iEgaean

Sea willingly bore their share.

Delos had been from all time the sanctuary of the Ionian

race, who, like the Dorians, had chosen Apollo for their great

divinity. Thucydides 1 describes the ancient assemblage of Ionians

in this island, their festivals, their games, the contests of musicians

and athletes, in the presence of deputies sent from every city.

"O Phoibos," says the Homeric Hymn, "thou art chiefly delighted

in heart at Delos. There the long-trained Ionians are assembled

in honor of thee, with their children and respected wives."

Athens, striving to restore to these festivals their ancient splen-

dor, made the sacred island the centre of the Hellenic confedera-

tion. At the festival of Apollo the deputies assembled, in the

treasury of his temple the common contribution was deposited.

The god's protection was over the alliance, and made it sacred.

Aristeides was elected guardian of this treasure, and administered

his office with such probity that after his death the allies would

have none but an Athenian in his place. Thus even after his

death his integrity still did service to his country.

II.— Development of Democratic Institutions at Athens
;

Aristeides, Themistokles, and Pausanias.

It is said that Themistokles changed the position of the bema,

so that the orators could at any time point out to the people the

sea lying at their feet as a part of their domain. It was in this

direction that he now turned his attention and devoted his strength.

He had been successful,— Athens had now a war fleet and a mer-

chant fleet, and commerce and the industrial arts occupied a large part

of her population; but he had given such importance to Peiraieus2

1
ii. 104.

2 See page 521 for a view of Peiraieus, taken from a photograph. The entrance to the

harbor, one hundred ami sixty feet, wide, is indicated by the two pillars at the extremities of

the two ancient moles. In the background is the commercial harbor (c'^7ropioi>) ; the naval

harbor (to vaepta) occupied at the right the basin called Kantharos. The Akropolis, with

the ruins of the Parthenon, is seen in the distance between Mount Anchesmos at the left,

and the hill of the Mousaieon at the right. The high mountains on the horizon are. at the

left, Parties and Aigaleos; at the right, Pentelikos and Hvmettos.
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that, according to the expression of Aristophanes, lie brought to-

gether into one the city and the sea-port : the latter was predomi-

nant over the former ; for when the crowd of sailors came up into

the agora, the preponderance of the popular element was secured.

AristeideSj more reserved, more considerate of the old families

and of the interests of land-owners, inclined, however, in later

HARVEST OF OLIVES. 1 WOMEN POUNDING CORN.2

life towards democracy, making all public offices, even that of

archon. accessible to all citizens.
3 Thus were abolished the privi-

leges understood to belong to land-ownership, and a further attack

was made on the constitution of Solon. But this constitution,

now more than a century old, could not remain unchanged when

around it all tilings had suffered alteration. If Solon had lived

in the time of Aristeides he would have followed the same course

which Aristeides followed. Why should a few olive-groves in

Attika, or lands in Thrace, give a right of command over these

1 Painting on a vase in the Museum of Berlin (A. Fnrtwangler, Beschreibung, No. 1855),

from O. Jalm. Berichte iiber die Verliandl. der kSn. sacks. Gesellsch. der Wissensch. zu Leipzig,

(1867), pi. iii. 1. Two peasants, clad in goat-skins, are employed in knocking off olives, which

a third i^ picking up. (Cf. vase-painting on p. 300.)
2 Yase-paintinu. from O. Jahn. Ibid., pi. i. 4. Two women, with pestles (virepos), are

pounding corn in a mortar (SXuos) : one has taken up a handful to examine it. Andromache,

on a vase which has heen represented in Vol. I. p. 401, defends herself with a pestle of this

shape.

8 Plutarch says (in Aristeides, chap. 22) I koivt/v etvai tt)v noXtreiav.
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twenty thousand citizens, who themselves ruled over a part of

Greece and the islands ? Moreover, a recompense was due to this

proud democracy; it well deserved to share in political rights, since

it had shared in devotion and sacrifices for the country. The dis-

tinctions formerly established between the different classes were

therefore effaced. The thetes of the fourth class could aspire to

anv office ; but they were now subjected to the taxes from which

Solon had released them.

Thus the Median wars had definitively secured to Athens that

democratic government which Herodotos never ceases to admire.

" A popular government bears the fairest name of all,— equality

of rights ; the magistrate obtains his office by lot. and exercises

it under responsibility, and refers all plans to the public." *

A fact not sufficiently noted, which reduces to nothing many

foolish accusations, is that which Strabo attests. After the Median

war. he says, it was the general tendency through-

out Greece to unite separate villages into one city.

Elis, Thebes, Argos, Mantineia. Phigalia, destroyed

the towns and villages in their neighborhood, and

compelled the inhabitants to reside in the capital.

This change almost everywhere brought about a po-

litical revolution. The direction of common affairs, hitherto aban-

doned to a few dwellers in the fortress city, now fell into the

hands of the people, who had become an habitual visitant in the

agora, and a democratic government prevailed at Argos and at

Mantineia as at Athens, whose allies the two cities now became,

serving her as points of support in the Peloponnesos against aris-

tocratic Sparta.

But Athens still had the Eupatrids. and her commerce was

soon to give her a moneyed class; these two formed another aris-

tocracy, who rivalled in influence the popular orators, and were

to be a check upon the democracy in that brilliant career upon

which they entered under the leadership of Kiinon and Perikles.

In every community which is alive, that is to say, which is in a

1 Herodotos, iii. 80. See also the speech of Perikles in Thucydides, ii. 35-46. and ii. 60-64 :

also the discourse of Xikias. the aristocratic leader, vii. 61-C9. and Chapter XIX. of this work.

- Legend : <M.\.\EQN. The Xcda. personified, seated on a rock, with reverted head. The
river holds in one hand a tall marine plant, and in the other a kantharis, from which she is

pouring water. (Reverse of a l'higalian bronze coin with the effigy of the Empress l'latitilla.)



:

|rv.r,pr,.r. 1 r". r ,. ,.,
.

1
||||||||Tfllfl||

I .,.„.

i I

in
'

Jkxi lllllllll





FROM PEESIAM INVASION TO TELIETY YEARS' TRUCE. 523

condition of development, there is needed, as there is for the indi-

vidual, some restraint to keep down the pace, which would other-

wise become headlong. This restraint Athens had during a few
generations, while Rome had it for centuries. The greatness of

each was due to that struggle between the aristocratic and the
popular factions,— the former modifying the latter, but neither
strong enough to destroy its rival and ruin itself by its own
excesses.

The history of Herodotos ends with the siege of Sestos, and
from that time on we are without facts as to the later lives of

Aristeides and Themistokles. We know not

even with certainty the period, place, or cir-

cumstances of their death. Our ignorance is

great especially as to that which concerns

Aristeides. We know only that he was so
LKADEN TESS^-'

poor, after having long administered the richest finances of Greece,
that the State was obliged to defray the expenses of his funeral,

and to give marriage portions to his daughters. A monument
erected by the State consecrated his memory, and his descendants
for many generations received a pension from the public treasury.

Themistokles was less fortunate. He made the mistake of too
often reminding his fellow-citizens that he had saved them; the
temple that he erected to the goddess of Good Counsel, and in

which he placed his own statue, seemed to aim at immortalizing
his reproach of them. His rapacity also excited ill-will. He had
engaged in business with a fortune of three talents ; a part of his

property, that which his friends were not able to secure and send
to him in Asia, brought into the treasury eighty, or, as some say,
a hundred talents. He did not understand that probity in public
affairs was anything more than the honesty of the strong-box,

1 The Athenian Demos personified. A leaden tessera from the Monum. dell' Inst, nrckeol
,

vol. vim. pi. 32, No. 85 (cf. Annali, 1868, pp. 273, 305, and 314; and O. Benndorf, Beitragr znr
lischen Theaters, in the Zeitschriftfilr die Ssterreichischen Gi/mnasien, vol. xxvi.,

p. 601 ). On the obverse laurelled and bearded head of Demos : on the reverse, the three
-. holding each other by the hand, and the inscription, AHMd^o,. This tessera is a

<npffo\ov f KK\n<na<rT<.K6v. ;i ticket showing that the holder had been present at the assembly,
and was exchanged by him for his fee. the triobolon. For the personification of the Athenian

see Vol. I. p . 549, and p. 43 of this volume; for the representation of the Athenian
Grares (Charites), see above, p. 95. The Athenian Demos was worshipped at Athens in the
same temple with the Charites. In respect to this cult, see the artiele by B. Haussoullier in
the Dtctionnaire des antiq. grecques et romaines, at the word Demos.
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which gives back with fidelity that which has been intrusted to

it; and one day, in speaking of the virtues of a military com-

mander, he drew upon himself the severe answer of Aristeides

:

"You forget one; it is to have clean hands." Themistokles had

them not. Plutarch has preserved to us some lines by the Rho-

dian Timokreon, who lived long at Athens, where he was for a

time the guest-friend of Themistokles. The poet accused Themis-

tokles of being faithless towards him ; whether this is so or not.

we cannot tell, but the vindictive poetry remains:—
" Praise, if you will, Pausanias, Xanthippos, and Leotychides ;

I praise

Aristeides, the most virtuous man who was ever born in Athens, the great

city. But Themistokles, the false and treacherous, is hated by Leto. He

has sold himself for a contemptible bribe, and refused to restore Timokreon

to Salysos, his native land. For three talents he recalls some from exile,

and banishes others, and puts still others to death. Glutted with wealth, he

insolently displays his gold at the games which Hellas celebrates. Then

with what meanness he entertains his guests!" 1

It is just to add that this Rhodian was a notorious calumnia-

tor. Simonides of Keos gave him this epitaph :
" I who lie

here, Timokreon of Rhodes, have eaten well, drunk well, and

said much evil of others."

The rumors current in respect to the conqueror of Salamis at

last found their echo in the crowd, and raised against him a

storm of public indignation. He suffered the penalty of ostra-

cism, which he had earlier caused to be inflicted upon Aristeides.

" Like a broad-leaved plane-tree," he said, " under which men seek

shelter in the storm, and whose branches they cut away after*

wards when the weather is fair, I see the Athenians hasten to

me when danger threatens, and drive me from the country on the

return of peace." He withdrew to Argos, which welcomed him as

the enemy of Sparta (470 B.C.). Being accused of complicity

with Pausanias, he was later obliged to escape to Persia.

Pausanias, being called home by his offended fellow-citizens,

after a time escaped from Sparta and returned to Byzantion. to

negotiate to better advantage with Artabazos, satrap of Bithynia,

who acted as the agent of Xerxes in this matter. Sparta again

recalled her treacherous citizen; and counting upon his wealth to

i Plutarch, Life of Themistokles, 26.
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protect him, he dared to return, knowing that the ancient virtue

of Sparta was greatly shaken. Venality, that fatal pest with
which the Persians inoculated Greece, showed itself audaciously

there. However, on his arrival he was thrown into prison; the

case not being proved against him, he obtained his liberty, and
more boldly than ever continued his intrigues. He was detected

in an attempt to incite the Helots to revolt, that he might over-

throw the ephors and gain absolute power. But the testimony of

slaves against a Spartan could not be

received. Shortly, proofs from his own
hand were furnished. One of the mes-

sengers whom he despatched to Artaba-

zos, bethinking himself that no preceding
II t , n BRONZE COIN.1

messenger had ever returned to Greece,

opened the letter which had been given him to carry, and found

among its contents the request that the bearer should be put to

death. Upon this he delivered the letter to the ephors. They
directed him to take shelter in a temple, as he dreaded the anger

of Pausanias, who, soon notified, hastened thither to inquire into

the cause of his messenger's conduct. The conversation, which
was damaging to Pausanias, was overheard by some of the ephors,

concealed for the purpose in the temple. He was about to be

arrested on his return to Sparta ; but suspecting his danger, he
took shelter in a building attached to the temple of Athene Chal-

kioikos. As the ephors could not forcibly remove him, they

walled up the door of the small building where he was, and left

him there to die of hunger; and it is said that his aged mother
was one of those who brought stones for the purpose. When he
was at the point of death, the ephors removed him, that he might
not pollute the holy place by his dead body (467 b. a). The
illegality was flagrant, since there had been no trial ; but there

can be no doubt that he who suffered death was a criminal.

Pausanias had made overtures to Themistokles ; but the Athe-
nian was too sagacious to ally himself with such a madman.
Traces of intercourse between the two were, however, discovered,

and the Spartans hastened to accuse, at Athens, Themistokles of the

1 Helmeted head of Pallas, left profile. Reverse : MOAOS2QN. Eagle, looking left In
genere. (Coin of the Molossians.)
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crime of treason. The Athenians sent officers to arrest him, upon

which he tied from Argos to Korkyros, which owed to him her

possession of Leukadia ; the Korkyreans feared to shelter him, and

took him back to the mainland. Pursued closely, he found himself

in the territory of Admetos, king of the Molossians. This king had

some old hostility against Themistokles, and the exiled Athenian

hesitated to claim shelter. But the wife of Admetos assured him

VIEW OF A GATE OF THE AKROPOLIS AT MTKESAI. 1

that he would be safe on the return of her husband, who chanced

to be absent, if he would take the child of Admetos in his arms

and seat himself on their hearthstone as a suppliant. The appeal

was successful. The Molossian king refused to surrender the fugi-

1 From a photograph. Compare with it the Gate of the Lions. Vol I. p. 179.

Note. — On the opposite page are represented fragments of a frieze from the temple of

Artemis at Magnesia on the Maiandros. The subject is one often handled by ancient sculptors,

— the war between the Greeks and the Amazons. It is not certain that these bas-reliefs are

of the Greek epoch. (Museum of the Louvre.)
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tive, and shortly after found him an opportunity to go to Pydna

in Macedon, whence he embarked for Ionia. Encountering a

heavy storm, they came near the Athenian fleet, which was block-

ading Naxos. The master of the vessel wished to seek a harbor

on the island; but Themistokles, acknowledging his name to the

man, was able to induce' him to risk the storm for a day and

night, rather than by landing throw the

fugitive into the hands of his enemies.

On reaching Ephesos, where money

awaited him, sent by his friends at

Athens, he liberally rewarded the cap-

tain ; and then, advancing boldly to the
°_ J MAGNESIAS COIN.1

royal palace, presented himself to the

king. Xerxes had recently died (465 B.C.); and his son, Arta-

xerxes I., received the Athenian general favorably. Themistokles

made known to the Persian king his present intention of being

as serviceable to the foes of Athens as he had formerly been

harmful to them ; but before revealing his designs he begged to

be allowed a year, in which to study the Persian language, so that

he could unfold his plans without having recourse to an interpre-

ter. Artaxerxes granted him three cities of Asia Minor,— one to

furnish bread, another meat, and the third wine for his table.
2

Many rumors were current as to the manner of his death, which

took place within the year. According to Diodoros, he poisoned

himself, that he might escape the fulfilment of his promise to

take arms against his own country. This, if it were true, would

be an expiation making us forget his many crimes. But more

probable is the story of Thucydides, which represents him as

dying of some disease. His bones, it is said, were brought back

to Athens. His tomb at Peiraieus was shown, but it was perhaps

only a cenotaph.

1 Apollo, standing, to the right, the chlamys on his shoulders, leaning with the left hand on
a tall olive-branch. Legend : eEMISTOKAEOS. Reverse : a bird, probably a crow, the wings

displayed. Legend: the letters MA, initials of the word Magnesia. (Silver.) Unique coin of

the Collection de Luynes (see Waddington, Melanges de numismalique, 1861, p. 1).

2 These gifts were large, for one of these cities, Magnesia, gave him instead of bread fiftv

talents for the year (Thucydides, i.). This same city built him a splendid funereal monument.

Demaratos Metiochos, the son of Miltiades (Herodotos, vi. 41), and Gongylos of Eretria

(Xenophon, Tlrllen., iii. 1, 6), had received a like gift. The Ionian temple of Artemis Leu-

kophryne at Magnesia was one of the finest in Asia Minor.

VOL. II. — 34
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We have now ended the story of the great war. The men of

that heroic period have passed away. Other times are beginning.

Soon the sons of those who conquered at Plataia and Thermopylai

will not hesitate at taking up in a fratricidal war the weapons of

their fathers, stained with the blood of Asiatics.

TIRYNS AND THE MOUNTAINS OF MYKF.NAI.

Two old and famous cities disappeared also at this time,

—

Mykenai and Tiryns. They were destroyed by the Argives ; and

there remain of them only the Homeric memories, some imposing

ruins,
2 and many curious objects found in the recent excavations.

III.— KlMON.

Kimon, the son of Miltiades, by his exploits and his policy

belongs to the first epoch,— that of the heroes of the war of inde-

pendence. He had neither eloquence nor any of those qualities

which made a man popular at Athens. His life was disorderly,

1 From a photograph. The view is taken from the akropolis of Tiryns, from the east-

north-east.

- Diodoros, xii. 66.
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COIN OP EIOX. 1

COIN OF BOGES (?).
:

but he was beloved on account of his resolute and cheerful char-

acter. The promptness with which he had supported Theinistokles

at the time of the Persian invasion, and the valor he displayed at

Salamis, had rendered him famous ; accordingly, when Aristeides,

to maintain a balance in public affairs, urged

him upon the political stage and opposed

him to the too democratic influence of The-

mistokles, he was favorably received. He
appears to have supported the decree which

banished the victor of Salamis. Plutarch even accuses him of

having secured the condemnation to death of a man who brought

secretly the wife and children of The-

inistokles to the exiled general. But

the shame of these acts of ingratitude

should fall not so much on the Athe-

nian people as upon its leaders, who

represented to the people by turns, and

with the same reasons in each case, that the exile or death of her

greatest citizens was necessary to their repose or to their liberty.

To-day, political parties out of power are in the opposition ; in

Athens when they went out of power they received sentence of

exile.

His lack of eloquence denied to Kimon successes in the popu-

lar assembly. He sought others in the vast field which the sea

opened to the Athenians, and grasped the opportunity of serving

the national cause of all the Hellenes, and the particular interests

of his country. In 476 B. c. he began his career with two very

popular expeditions. In Thrace, he took Eion, whose commandant,

the Persian Boges, rather than surrender, set it on fire and per-

ished in the flames with his wife and children, his slaves, and all

his treasure. By this conquest he gave his country lands which

could be distributed among the poor, and an important military

position at the mouths of the Strymon. By the capture of the

1 Two jreese. one holding a snake in its beak; between them the letter O Reverse,

incased square. (Silver. )

3 Cow Buckling her calf; in the field a nionnjram in Aramaic letters, beginning with the

letter 2, initial of the name of Hopes. The whole in a beaded square. Reverse: Ilerakles

with bow ; t r n 1 quiver, holding by the t;iil a lion which be is beating with his club. (Silver.)

Tin- coin perhaps should be attributed to another satrap, by name Bahana.
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Island of Skyros he drove from the sea the pirates who had been

lately put under the ban of the Amphiktyonic Council, and the

colony that Athens founded here became the first ring in the long

chain of her establishments in the northern part of the xEgaean

Sea. At SJsyros, Kimon claimed to have found the bones of The-

seus (469 b. c). He had seen an eagle, he said, the bird of Zeus,

tearing up the earth with its powerful claws in the place where

FRAGMENTS OF THE FRIEZE OF THE THESEIOX.1

the bones were found ; this was enough, and would always be

enough, to convince the public credulity. The Athenians received

the relics of the hero amid solemn public rejoicings, and deposited

them in a temple thenceforth consecrated as an inviolable asylum,

in memory of him whose entire life had been employed, it was

said, in the defence of the unfortunate. On this occasion there

was a contest for the prize of poetry, and the youthful Sophokles

was victorious over Aischylos.

1 From Overbeck. Gesrhichle der griechischen Ptnstil; 3d edition, vol. i. p. 848, fig. 77.

These fragments were part of the western frieze : the artist has represented the contest brtween

the Lapiths and the Centaurs. In the upper fragment at the right may he recognized the king

of the Lapiths. attacked by two Centaurs; the king is on his knees, defending himself with his

shield: the two Centaurs are trying to erush him with a great rock. The same srroup occurs

in the frieze of the temple of Apollo at Phigalea.
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The Theseion, one hundred and five feet long and forty-six

wide, the most ancient and best preserved of all the Athenian

CCP OF KUPHKONIOS.1

temples, was built in the centre of the city, near the place devoted

to the gymnastic exercises of the Athenian youth. It resembles

1 Tliis cup was acquired in 1871 by the Museum of the Louvre. (Cf. Annuaire de In

'pour Vencouragement des Eludes grecques, 1872, p. 453; J. de Witte, in the Monum.

publicspar /'.I our I'encouragem, ,,i rfi - fatudes grecques, 1872, pi. i. and ii. ; W. Klein.

Euphronios, 2d edition. 1886, pp. 182 et seq.) < >n the bottom of the cup is represented Amphi-

trite welcoming Theseus. The scene occurs amid the waves, as is indicated by the three dol-

phins leaping behind the young hero (GEsEYS) who emerges from the waves, home on the

hands and head of Triton (TPIT0[>J) : Amphitrite (AM*|>p.']TE), sitting on a richly adorned

attends her hand to Theseus, who on his pari responds to the friendly gesture. Athene

(A6ENAl[o]), Btanding, and fully armed, holding an owl on her right hand, accompanies the

hero. Behind Theseus i- tin- painter's signature, El<bp6[nos e]nw.
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COIN OF KARYSTOS. 1

COIN OF NAXOS.2

the Parthenon, being of the Doric order and very elegant design,

but is much smaller and, hence, less impressive than the tem-

ple of Athene. Nor had it masterpieces of art like those with

which the Parthenon was decorated, except,

only beautiful paintings, the work of Po-

lygnotos and Mikon. The beautiful cup

of Euphronios perhaps gives us the sub-

ject of one of these paintings.

Thus Athens went on gloriously with

her struggle against Persia, and secured the sea from pirates.

The consciousness of her services ren-

dered her harsh towards the allies who

delayed their contribution or contingent

of war. Two cities were severely dealt

with,— Karystos, in Euboia, and the

wealthy city of Naxos were taken after

a long siege, and remained subject to Athens (467 b. c).

The event was of importance ; it announced that Athens, using

a legitimate right, would permit no allied city to withdraw from

the confederation, nor any member

of the league to neglect the com-

mon obligations, while enjoying the

security acquired at the expense

of all. This was just. The allies

themselves understood it to be so,

and Athens in this war had done nothing more than execute the

orders of the assembly at Delos. The only claim that the allies

made was to be permitted to substitute an increased tribute in

place of the men and vessels they had furnished up to that time.

Kimon readily agreed to a change which by disarming the allies

gave to his own State the supremacy upon the seas.

Nor was it an idle royalty that Athens wielded. The very

year of the taking of Naxos, and as if to efface the memory of

i Head of Poseidon, right profile. Reverse: KAPYSTIQN. Trident, around which is

curled a dolphin. (Bronze.)

"- Head of Dionysos, with ivy wreath ; right profile. Reverse : NASI. Dionysiae kan-

tharis; a llivrsos on each side of it. (Bronze.

)

' Griffin. Reverse: K . . . AE. Triquetra The whole in an incused square. (Silver

eoin of Kuperlis, dynasty of Xanthos, from 440 to 400 B . c.)

COIN OF A LYKIAN DYNASTY. 8
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that sad victory, Kimon armed two hundred Athenian galleys;

the allies gave him a hundred; and with this fleet he sailed to

Karia and Lvkia, aroused all the (ireek cities of those two prov-

inces, and drove out Persian garrisons wherever he found them

LYKIAN TOMBS.

established. Two hundred hostile vessels were off the mouths of

the Eurymedon in Pamphylia. awaiting a reinforcement of eighty

Phoenician triremes. Kimon prevented their meeting, and took or

sank all the fleet. He disembarked at once on the adjacent shore,

where a numerous army were encamped, disguised some of his

soldiers in the dress of the prisoners he had taken, by this ruse

1 Lykian tombs, hewn in the rock at Pinara. From O. Benndorf and G. Niemann, Reisen

in Lylcien mul Karien, vol. i. (1884) Taf. 18.
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surprised the enemy, killed or dispersed them, and had time then

to sail out to meet the eighty Phoenician vessels, all of which he

destroyed (465 B.C.). On the tripod which Athens consecrated

with a bronze palm-tree in the temple of Apollo at Delos were
these words

:
" The sea which separates Europe from Asia never

saw an exploit like this before. Those who consecrate this tripod

have been victorious twice in a single day by land and by sea.

Twice Asia has groaned under their blows."

This great success emboldened Kimon to resume his designs

upon Thrace. The Persians occupied many posts in this region.

and he drove them out of all, with the

exception of Doriskos, which he could not

take. An important affair then drew his

attention elsewhere. Athens had quickly

recognized the importance of her acqui-

sitions at the mouths of the Strymon.

There were fertile lands, building-woods, tar, and all things necessary

for vessels. By way of the river there was access to the interior

of Macedon, and useful relations could be established with the

Barbarians ; and, finally, in the neighborhood were the celebrated

mines of Mount Pangaios. Accordingly, numerous colonists from

1 Head of Demeter, crowned with wheat-ears, lift profile. Reverse : ME22ANIDN. Zeus

Ithomatas, standing, hurling the thunderbolt with his right hand, and extending the left, mi

which stands an eagle.

Note.— On pp. 537 and 541 are represented archaic bas-reliefs, discovered in 18G4 at

Thasos by Miller, and now in the Museum of the Louvre. In the bas-relief of p. 537, at the

right and left of a door, to which their steps seem to be directed, are five figures; on the left

Apollo, holding in his left hand a lyre, which had metal strings; next him, a nymph, who is

about to place a wreath on his head : on the right, three nymphs. The inscription engraved oi

the lintel of the door gives names to these figures: Nvfifprjio-w KairoWawi vvprprfyirr^i 6rj\v koa

apufv ap. [lov\r]i npixrcpo'ev. "Oiv oi depis ovSto )(o~ipov. Ov iraia>vi£frai : that is to say, " To the

Nymphs and Apollo Nymphegetes, sacrifice whatever victims you please, male or female.

Sheep and swine are prohibited. No pa?an shall be sung." On the two smaller plaques

(p. 541) we have in the lower one three female figures moving to the right : they resemble the

nymphs of the principal bas-relief; in both, the figures wear bracelets, have a wreath or gar-

land in the hand, and a wreath on the head. Those of the smaller bas-relief are therefore

evidently nymphs. In the other fragment there is a figure of Hermes, wearing the conical

pilos; he extends his right arm. and with his left hand holds the caduceus, which had originally

metal serpents twined about it. Behind him advances a figure holding a garland. The inscrip-

tion engraved on the plinth tinder the feet of Hermes tells us that this second figure is one of

the Charites, or Graces. On a corresponding plaque, which has not been found, were doubt-

less the other two Craees. These marbles, which, according to the hypothesis of Rayet, deco-

rated the outside of some monumental altar situated in the open air in front of a temple, are

among the most precious remains of Greek sculpture of the first half of the fifth century before

Christ.
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Attika and the allied States were established at the Nine Ways,

above Eion. Athens especially coveted the mines belonging to

the inhabitants of Thasos. She claimed them as being a part of

the territory that she had taken from the Persians, and on the

refusal of the Thasians she instructed Kimon to attack their

island. After a victory at sea he laid siege to their capital. The

city held out for tln'ee years. When the Thasians implored aid

from the Lacedaemonians, who saw with increasing jealousy the

fame and power of Athens, assistance was readily promised them

;

but a frightful calamity prevented the fulfilment of the pledge.

An earthquake which shook all Lakonia destroyed twenty thou-

sand persons, and at Sparta only six houses were left standing

(464 B.C.).

At news of this disaster the Helots and Messenians, revolting,

marched upon Sparta. The king, Archidamos, had apprehended

this outbreak, and in all haste called the citizens to arms. His

firm attitude saved the State amid the ruins of the city. The

Helots, terror-stricken at the idea of having dared to face their

masters, dispersed. The bravest of them withdrew with the Mes-

senians to Mount Ithome, where they intrenched themselves, and

the Third Messenian War began (464 B. a). It lasted ten years,

— not without glory to the rebels, for more than one spot made

famous by Aristomenes received a new consecration. On one

occasion, in the fields of Stenyklaros, they defeated a Spartan

corps, who left three hundred dead on the battle-field, among them

that Alimnestos who had killed Mardonios at Plataia.

The Thasians were therefore left to themselves, and were

obliged to surrender and accept harsh terms ; namely, to dis-

mantle their city of its walls, to give up their vessels, their gold

mines of Skapte-IIyle (the Hollow Wood), and their possessions

on the mainland ; also to pay a heavy fine and an annual tribute

(443 B.C.). As part of the spoils of war, Kimon brought to

Athens Polygnotos. a great painter. During this war the Thra-

cian colonists of the Nine Ways, surprised by the Thracians in

an expedition into the interior of the country, had been extermi-

nated. Kimon was directed to avenge them. Doubtless he had

not the means to do it, for he did not give satisfaction to the

national honor. There was great displeasure against Kimon, and
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it -was said that he had taken a bribe from the king of Macedon,

who did not like Athenian colonies in his neighborhood ; on being

tried, he was, according to some reports, acquitted; according to

others, condemned to a fine of fifty talents.

OFFERING TO ATHKXK POLIAS.1

He had not relied upon his victories to make sure his popu-

larity. His patrimony and the wealth he had gained in war

seemed to belong to his fellow-citizens rather than to himself.

He ornamented the city with trees and statues, built one of the

ramparts of the citadel, and a portion of the Lung Walls pro-

i Bas-relief in the Museum of the Louvre (of. Clarac, Mus. de sculpt., vol. ii. 1st part,

N'o 255 p 692). In the centre, on a plinth around which a serpent is entwined, stands the

ima-e of Athene Polias ; behind the pillar is a shield. At the right, in a grave attitude, stands

a warrior completely armed; in his right hand he carries a palm-branch which he is about to

offer to the goddess. The figure on the left gives the meaning of the scene,— the goddess oi

Victory approaches the statue of Athene, holding in one hand a patera, and in the other an

.,.,'„„, ornament of the stem. The offering is thus shown to have been made on oci

of a naval victory. (Cf. O. Iahn. D« maiqmstmu Hitu rvae simulaens atttcts, pi. u. 8, and p. 15.)

As to the name of the victorious warrior, in whom some have proposed to recognize Themi*

tokles or Kimon, there can be no certainty.
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jected by Themistokles; he levelled his garden walls, and opened

the grounds to the public; daily he made all citizens of his

demos welcome at his table, and never went into the street with-

out being followed by a slave, to distribute silver and garments

to those who begged,— all this through benevolence, no doubt

;

but also in the interests of the party whose leader he was.

Popularity, however, escaped him. The poor understood that

these largesses were his payment for the honors that, by their

.- - ,'C-e j-.Vrl e i a n

---

MAP OK THE PORTS OF MEGAItTS.

votes, they gave him. Men remembered that Peisistratos was
accustomed to distribute to the poor the product of his gardens,

and a new orator was gladly heard who declared that the State

was too rich to leave to any private person the care of feeding-

its poor citizens. This new-comer was Perikles. the avenger of

Themistokles. the man who carried out the projects of the great

exile, and greater than he because always maintaining his own
self-respect. Kimon, the ally of the Spartans in the suit against

Themistokles. the admirer of their martial virtues and their stern

discipline to the point that he gave to one of his sons the name
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Lakedaimonios,1 forgot that Athens was now too great to hear

patiently the perpetual praise of a rival who was at heart an

enemy. For twenty years Sparta had spitefully opposed the Athe-

nians at every point. She endeavored to prevent them from re-

building their walls ; in her anger at losing the command of the

allied fleet, and seeing formed without her a powerful league, of

which Athens was at once the head and the arm, she had prom-

ised her alliance to the Thasians, and to save that people had

meditated an invasion of Attika. The concord established by Aris-

teides, and the oath taken at Plataia, had ceased to be in force,

and the fault rested with those who assumed to make recognized

by all Greece their burdensome and unprofitable supremacy. At

the same time there was always in Athens a faction which,

through hatred or fear of the democracy, were unmindful of the

affronts or menaces of Sparta, and who, to preserve

their influence, needed the support of the aristo-

cratic city whose government was the opposite of

the Athenian form. The services of Kimon raised

him above the need of having recourse to this

support ; but unfortunately his birth, his fortune,

his spirit of command, strengthened by so much suc-

cess, had made him the chief of that faction. Did he find occa-

sion to criticise some proposed measure, he was sure to add :
" It

is not thus that affairs are managed at Sparta." Accordingly,

when the Spartans, unable to capture Ithome, came to implore

the assistance of Athens, " It is not fitting," Kimon said, " to leave

Greece lame, and to deprive Athens of a useful counterpoise."

The Athenians were not much touched by this necessity of

having a counterpoise. " Leave her there, buried under ruins,"

Ephialtes said, " and tread under foot the pride of Sparta." How-

ever, sentiments of honor and of magnanimity prevailed ; Kimon was

sent to Ithome with a large army. The siege not being promoted

thereby, the Spartans suspected treachery ; and while retaining the

other allies, sent the Athenians home, under the pretext that they

1 Kimon was the proxenos of Sparta, and received into his own house all her envoys.

2 Coin of Megara. Artemis Agrotera, clothed in a long chiton, holding in the left hand a

bow, and drawing an arrow from her quiver. Legend : MKIWPEQN. Reverse of a bronze

coin with the effigy of Caracalla. The temple of Artemis Agrotera at Mesara is mentioned by

Pausanias (i 41, 3).
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had no further need of their assistance (461 b. a). It was a cutting

insult. Athens retaliated by making an alliance with Argos, who

had just profited by the difficulties of Sparta to glut her ancient

animosity against Mykenai. 1 The Thessalians entered into the same

league; and some time later Megara, through hatred to Corinth,

admitted an Athenian garrison into her walls, and into her seaport

town. Pagai, on the Corinthian Gulf. The Athenians occupied the

other port also, Nisaia, on the Saronic Gulf, and connected it with

Megara, as Peiraieus was connected with Athens, by two walls a mile

long, of which they were the guardians.

These events were so many defeats for the friend of Sparta,

and Kimon still further aroused the popular displeasure by oppos-

ing a measure which was designed to complete those of Aristeides.

The latter, by opening tbe public offices to the poorest citizens,

gave them also admission to the Areiopagos ; but the aristocracy,

intrenched in that supreme council, made it a hotbed of opposition

to the government. Ephialtes. a friend of Perikles, a man who had

the poverty and the integrity of Aristeides, and a gift of impetu-

ous eloquence, made a proposal to take away from that venerated

tribunal most of the cases of which it had had cognizance,—those

mainly which it judged in virtue of the censorial powers which

Solon had conferred upon it. Composed of life-members, who were

irresponsible in the exercise of their authority, the Areiopagos was

essentially, in the Athenian constitution, the conservative element,

1 It has been supposed that the drama of the Suppliants, represented in 461 B. c, in

which the Argives are commended for refusing to give up the daughters of Danaos to the

Egyptians, was composed by Aischylos on this occasion. Three years later, in the Eumenidt s,

In- makes Orestes swear, on behalf of Argos, an eternal alliance between his country and
Athens.

" O Pallas, thon who hast redeemed my honse,

... I now wend homeward, giving pledge

To this thy country and its valiant host

To stand as firm for henceforth and forever,

That no man henceforth, chief of Argive land,

Shall bring against it spearmen well equipped;

For we ourselves, though in our sepulchres,

On those who shall transgress these oaths of ours,

Will with inextricable evils wnrk,

Making their paths disheartening, and their ways

ril-ometied, that they may this toil repent.

But if these oaths he kept, to those who honor

This city of great Pallas, our ally,

Then we to them are more propitious yet."

Lines 724, and 7.J2-744 (Dr. Plumptre's translation),

vol.. II. — 85
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hostile to innovations.1 Vainly did Aischylos, who was of the

Eupatridai, plead for the Areiopagos in his tragedy of the Eumeni-

des, where he showed Athene herself founding this tribunal,— the

e^3&*K&&£Z**i~i'.. \

THE EUMENIDES.8

incorruptible guardian of justice and of the laws
;

3 the proposition

was accepted. The Areiopagos henceforth had cognizance only of

cases of premeditated homicide (<f>6vo<; e« npovoCa<;), of arson, and of

poisoning. The penalties were death and the confiscation of prop

1 Hence Aristotle says: "In a democracy, it is the highest class which conspires"

{Pol., V. iii.). Until as late as 477 b. c, the Areiopagos had been made up of archons elected

from the first three classes (see Vol. I. pp. 538 et sen.), but admitted to the Areiopagos only

after investigation : . . . oi 8oKi[iao-8ei/Tes tlvepaivov th *.\pewv nayov (Plutarch, Perikies, 9).

At this time must have been established the selection by lot.

2 Relief on a great tripod-base in the Louvre, known as the Altar of the Twelve Gods
(Frohner Notice de la sculpture ant., No. 1. p. fi). The three Eumenides, Alekto. Tisiphone,

and Megaira, wear diadems, and hold in the right hand sceptres surmounted with a pome-
granate. They wear long chitons and mantles: their attitude is grave and calm. The name
which Frohner gives to these three furores is, however, of uncertain application : other scholars

call them the Moirai or Eileithyrai. For representations of the monument itself, see

History of Romt . i. 677, 678.

8 Eumenides, lines 651-G7S (Dr. Plumptrp's translation).
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erty (460 B. a). '• Khnon," says Plutarch, "could nut restrain

his indignation at seeing the dignity of the Areiopagos brought

down. He made every effort to restore its jurisdiction, and re-es-

EXERCISES OF THE EPHEBOI.1

tablish an aristocratic government." To what extent were these

efforts carried ? We do not know. The people put a stop to

them by ostracism; Kimon was banished (459 b. a).

1 Vase-paintint; from Gerhard, Auserl. Vasenb., voL iv. pt. 269—270. 1. Two epheboi are

patting on their armor. The first, at the left, is attended by three persons, of whom one holds

out to him with both hands his ehlamys ; the second '_'ives him his greaves; the third, leaning

on a staff, looks on. The second ephehos, on the right, is putting mi his cuirass; a boy holds

out to him the leather thongs. 1 1 i — shield is at bis feet. Behind the first figure on the left is

hnn'_' a bag. >. In the centre a boy, almost entirely eoneealed behind a lar.'e shield, offers his

helmet to a bearded man who is occupied in fastening on his baldrick. The second ephebos

at the right i- attaching a greave to the right leg.
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Aischylos, who had supported him, feared a similar fate. He
had already been brought before the Areiopagos, on the charge of

having revealed on the stage mysteries forbidden to the profane,

and he was about to be condemned, when Ameinias, his brother (?),

lifting the poet's mantle, showed his arm, mutilated at Salamis,

and asked from the judges his acquittal as a recompense. This

time Aischylos exiled himself and withdrew into Sicily, where he

had already been in the time of Hiero (about 476 b. c.).
1

The Areiopagos had been in Athens the moderating power,

with right of veto against whatever measure might seem rash or

dangerous. To preserve to the State this safeguard which reform

took from it, it was decided that seven guardians of the laws,

nomophylakes, chosen by lot every year from among the citizens,

should oppose measures contrary to the constitution. They pre-

served the decrees of the popular assembly in the sanctuary of

the Mother of the Gods, and they wore on the head a white fillet,

which consecrated them priests of the law.2 The censorial powers

of the Areiopagites passed to the sophronistai and the gi/nai-

konomoi, who had charge of the eplieboi in the gymnasium and

of the women in the city,— that is to say, of public instruction

and public morality (460 b. c.)

IV.— Wars ahong tiie Greek States.

Domestic difficulties had not slackened the efforts of Athens

to extend or consolidate her power ; never had she displayed

greater activity. We have an inscription in which the tribe

Erechtheis celebrated with the splendid simplicity of that day her

warriors who had fallen during the year on the shores of Cyprus.

1 See Chapter XX. of this work. He died at Gela in 455 b. c. On occasion of the first

visit of Aischylos to Syracuse, the king had ordered the representation of the Trilogy to which

belongs the Persians, and had himself been present. The chronology of the life of Aischylos

offers inextricable difficulties.

• There is much uncertainty on the subject of the nomophylakes, their office being insti-

tuted as late as the time of Demetrius Phalereus, according to some: it is probable, however,

that he only reorganized it. Cf. Starker. De Nomophyl. Atheniensium (1880). But it is not

]ios-ilile to reject what is said of this college by Philochoros, Fragm. des Hist, greet, 141,

Didot, i. 407.
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Phoenicia, and Egypt, at Halia in Argolis, before Aigina and

Megara.

At liens had undertaken the duty of expelling the Persians from

the islands and shores of the Mediterranean, and she was never

forgetful of this generous task. Two hundred galleys had been

sent to Cyprus to expel thence what remained

of Persian troops. Egypt, revolting under

Inaros, called upon the Athenians ; they has-

tened to the banks of the Nile and defeated

an army, afterwards besieging those who had
HEMI-HKACHMA. 1 J ' DO

taken shelter in Memphis. Thus the example

of the Greeks encouraged enslaved nations to shake off their

chains. The victories of Marathon and Salamis had not merely

saved Hellas, they had undermined the great empire, which

already trembled under the repeated blows it was receiving from

the daring hand of the Athenians.

But though Athens carried her victorious arms into distant

lands, from the summit of the Parthenon, across Salamis, she beheld

islands and shores occupied by ene-

mies, so that it behooved her to keep

a part of her fleet at Peiraieus, ready

to ward off some unexpected blow

which might be dealt by her adver-

saries. This was a matter of prudent
1 BRON'ZE COIX. 2

forethought, for while the Athenian

fleet of two hundred galleys and an army were in Egypt, a war
broke out at the very gates of the city. Against Megara. the ally

of Athens, who could bar against the Spartans the isthmus and

the entrance into Attika, Corinth, Aigina, and Epidauros armed
troops and ships. Repulsed in a descent on the territory of Epi-

dauros, the Athenians were more fortunate in a sea-fight; they

defeated the allied fleet, which lost seventy galleys, and besieged

Aigina, their mortal enemy. The Aiginetans had made this law:
" Any Athenian taken upon the soil of Aigina shall be put to death

1 Hemi-drachma of Epidauros. Laurelled head of Asklepios, left profile. Reverse : in

a laurel-wreath, a monoprram. En. — first two letters of the name Epidauros.
2 +QKEQN. Three ox-heads, ornamented with fillets the muzzles touching in the centre.

Reverse
: laurel-wreath with the letter TGn'xaX »<>./?)• Coin of the Pbokidians, in genere.
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without trial, or shall be sold as a slave." 1 To save the island,

the Corinthians marched upon Megara. There remained at Athens

HERAKLES FIGHTING.2

only boys and old men ; from this material, however, Myronides

composed an army without depriving of a single soldier the corps

1 Diogenes T,aertes, iii. 19 ; Plutarch, Dion, v.

- From :i cast. The hero, with the lion's skin on his head and a leather cuirass, kneels

on one knee, drawing his bow. This was one of the figures in the pediment "f the temple of
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operating against the Aiginetans, fought twice with the enemy in

the gorges of the isthmus, and inflicted upon him a heavy disaster

(4-3S B. c). The siege of Aigina lasted nine months: the city was

dismantled ; the inhabitants surrendered their remaining vessels,

and promised tribute.

Thus Greece tore herself with her own hands, and a first war

with the Peloponnesos began. Who should be held responsible for

this? Doubtless all the cities,

among which secular hatreds

were fermenting,— Aigina and

Athens, Corinth and Megara,

Argos and Mykenai; Sparta

especially, which gave the sig-

nal for this sacrilegious strife

by her outrageous conduct to-

wards the Athenians. At this

very moment she was receiv-

ing from the alarmed Arta-

xerxes an agent who came to

chaffer about the price of a

Peloponnesian invasion of At-

tika, of which the Thasians

had already received a promise.

The war with Messenia still

lasted, and " Sparta could do nothing outside." 2 She dared not at

that moment attempt so serious an enterprise, but she kept the

money for a better time. Perikles, apprehending the danger, has-

tened the completion of the Long Walls.3

In 457 b. c. the Spartans felt themselves strong enough to

make an incursion into Central Greece. Under pretext of aiding

the Dorians against Phokis, they advanced into Boiotia; and for-

Atht-ne at Aigina. The scene is the combat of Herakles and Telamon with Laomedon. As
on the western pediment (see pp. 60 and f>7). Athene is present.

1 From the original in the Louvre (cf. L. Heuzey. Les figurines de terre cuite du muxe'e

du Louvre, pi. xx. fin. 1). " A young woman, half-nude, seated in a low-backed chair, lifting

her hand to her head."
2 Thncydides, i. 18.

8 The wall from the city to Phah-ron was about four and a half miles ; the other, between

Athena and V> iraieus, measured five (Thucydides, ii. 13). A third wall, the middle one, was

constructed later.

FIGCRiyE OF TANAGRA.'
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getting the part Thebes had played in the Persian war, they aided

that city in establishing her supremacy over the rest of Boiotia,

for the purpose of raising up in the immediate neighborhood of

Athens a powerful and hostile state. Invited by a secret message

from some of the Athenian nobles,1 their army came so far as to

encamp on the frontiers of Attika, at Tanagra. The Athenians

hastened to meet them. Kimon, who was in the neighborhood,

DRACHMA. 2 SARDONYX.3 COIN OF KITION.'

asked to be allowed to fight, with his tribe. There were well-

grounded suspicions against his party, if not against himself, and

he was refused. Withdrawing, he left his armor to his friends

;

they gathered about this noble trophy, and were killed, to the last

man. The engagement was sanguinary ; Perikles distinguished

himself by the most brilliant valor ; the treason of the Thessalians

gave the victory to the Spartans (457 B. a). They only gained

thereby the advantage of finding the passage of the isthmus

unimpeded. By the capture of Aigina, the Athenians had taken

the mote from the eye of Peiraieus. Even before this important

victory, Myronides had made amends for the defeat at Tanagra by

the destruction of a large army of Bciotians at Oinophyta, and

1 Thucydides, i. 107. says: "They [the Spartans] were also in some measure urged to

this in secret by certain of the Athenians, who hoped to put a stop to the democracy and to

the Long Walls that were building." ,

2 Akarnanian drachma, in genere. The horned head of the Acheloos personified ; legend :

NAY2IMAXOS, a magistrate's name. Reverse : AKAPNANQN ; Zeus, standing, launching the

thunderbolt.

3 Cypriot Greek, fighting with a Persian; the Persian is at the left, and sinks on one

knee, struck in the breast by his opponent's lance; he is recognizable as a Persian by the tiara

he wears. Scarabeoid of bronze sardonyx in the treasure of Kourion ;
from G. Perrot and

Chipiez, Histoire de Vart dans I'antiquite, vol. iii. p. 646, fig. 448.

4 Herakles standing, the lion's skin on his shoulders, holding his club in the right hand,

and his bow in the left. Reverse : in an incused square, a lion devouring a stag; legend in

Phoenician letters: •fnhpA (de Baalmelek). Baalmelek was kincr of Kition from about 4->0 to

420 B. c. There lias lately been discovered at Dali (Idalion), an inscription concerning this

king or bis grandson (Acad, des Inner, el Belles-L., March, 1887).
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this victory, giving, in Boiotia, Phokis, and a part of Lokris, the

supremacy to the popular part}', had established the iniluence of

Athens over Central Greece.

In the year 456 B. c. a fleet, under the command of Tolmides,

burned Gythion, the port of Sparta, insulted Corinth in her own

gulf, defeated the Sikyonians, and captured Naupaktos. The Mes-

senian war was at that time ending. The defenders of Ithonie

obtained the privilege of going unharmed out of the Peloponnesos

;

Athens welcomed them, and gave them Naupaktos, which she had

lately conquered. Thence it was that their ancestors had gone

forth to conquer the peninsula ; a dream of like success might

present itself to their minds.

These successes lightened the weight of the disasters expe-

rienced in Egypt, where the army and a squadron of fifty galleys

sent to its aid had been destroyed.

But an attempt to re-establish a

Thessalian chief and punish the trea-

son of the Thessalian cavalry at Ta-

nagra had no success, nor was an

expedition into Akarnania, led by

Perikles himself, any more fortunateJ COIN OF THE ELEIANS. 1

(454 b. a). Men began to remember

the leader to whom victory had never been false. Kimon was

recalled, on the proposition of Perikles. His noble conduct and

that of his friends at Tanagra had shown that he must not be

included in the faction that were intriguing with the enemy as

it had, at Marathon and at Plataia, intrigued with the Per-

sians, and by whose agency the upright Ephialtes had just been

assassinated. He had perished undoubtedly for the crime with

which Plato reproaches him ; namely, that he had abridged the

powers of the Areiopagos, and had given the Athenians long

draughts from the cup of liberty. Plutarch, although hostile to

the democracy, explains to us more accurately what the crime

was of this friend of Perikles: "He had rendered himself dangerous

to the great by his inflexibility in prosecuting those who accepted

bribes, and all who had committed injustice of any kind."

1 Diademed bead of Here, risht profile. Reverse : in a wreath of olive-leaves, a thunder-

bolt and the letters FA, initials of the word FaXeiav. Tetradrachm.
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The period which follows is imperfectly known to us. The

war languished on both sides ; there was a long negotiation

as to terms of peace, and Kimon finally arranged only a five

years' truce (451 B. c). This last service

rendered to his country, he set sail for

Cyprus with two hundred galleys, and be-

sieged Kition, intending thence to cross

over to Egypt ; but he died at Kition,

whether of disease or as the result of a

wound, is not known (449 B. a). His

companions paid to him funeral honors

of a kind that he would have desired.

On the way home to Athens with his

remains, they fell into a great Phoenician

and Persian fleet, which they destroyed

off Salamis iu Cyprus ; and landing the

same day, dispersed an arm}' which had

been waiting for them on the adjacent

coast. This double victory was the last

act of the Median wars. A treaty was

made, in which Athens bound herself to

abstain from disturbing the Great King in

his possessions, and to give no assistance to the Egyptians. On

his part, the king of Persia renounced all claim to the Greek

cities on the Asiatic coast ; that is to say. he left them under

the protection of Athens, and acknowledging that the Mgsean

wa> a Greek sea, he bound himself to send no vessels of war

beyond the eastern promontory of Lykia, or the entrance to the

Thracian Bosporos.2

» Corinthian terra-cotta. Group in the Museum of the Louvre. (Cf. L. Heuzey. Let

figurines de lerre cube du muse'e du Louvre, pi. xxiv. fig. 1, and p. 17.) A young Greek, with

bare throat and shoulder, leans upon a second young woman, who is closely wrapped in her veil.

The right arm of the former rests on her companion's shoulder, and in her hand she holds an

apple.

2 It has been denied that this treaty was ever made, because Thuevdides does not mention

it. and the account is found only in later writers, especially Diodoros and Plutarch, who differ

in their account as to its date and conditions. But Thuevdides has been misread. He says

nothing of it. it is true, and could say nothing of it in the five or six lines that he devotes to this

liti< hi : but in his book viii. chap. 56, he formally proves that such a treaty was made. He

there represents the Persians as demanding from the Athenians : 1. The abandonment of Ionia

and the adjacent islands : 2. The right of constructing a fleet and sailing the .Egsan Sea with

YOUNG GREEK WOMEN.1
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Athens abandoned hostilities with Persia, for clouds were

already heavy over Greece. The devouring activity of the Hel-

lenic race could not content itself with a lung peace. Quickly

there was a return to the old habits of

civil discord, which the Persian invasion

had for a moment suspended. We have

seen Argos take advantage of the em-

barrassments of Sparta to crush Mykenai,
DRACHMA,

which reproached her for her defection in

the war of independence; and Corinth, to threaten Megara. At an

earlier period, Sparta had encouraged Elis to destroy the cities of the

Pisatis, which was done so effectually that their ruins even could

not be found in the time of Pausanias. There was not only war

between cities, the ages past had bequeathed to each city two

factions, between which there had not been able to spring up,

to impose peace upon both, that intermediate class which lives

by industry and commerce. With the exception of Athens, Cor-

inth, and Korkyra, the Greek States were all agricultural, and

almost in every case disdainful of all handicrafts, which they

left to slaves. Now, a necessary consequence of slavery is to pre-

vent the formation of a middle class. In these States, therefore,

there were only the rich and the poor, regarding each other with

hatred and envy, where they were not able to fling at each other

insults, war, and death. Hence these domestic outbreaks, these

political organizations so often overthrown, and one half of the

population driving into exile the other half, or massacring it,

without considering that bloodstains are ineffaceable, that crimes

as many vessels as they had in the time of Darius,— rights that Athens had evidently taken

from them by treaty, since they ask them back in another treaty. The peace of Kimon, so

called, which Plutarch wrongly places in 466, when nothing was settled, and which is properly

placed in 449, when hostilities ended, is attested by Isokrates, who, born in 436, is nearly a con-

temporary (Paneg., 118 and 120 ; Areiop., 80, ed. Didot); by Demosthenes (Concerning the Falsa

Embassy, 273. and On Iinhalf of the Rhodians, 29); and by Lvkourgos (Against Leohrates), who

are of the second generation. The testimony of these four men, agreeing as it docs with the

(acts, seems to me of higher authority than the vague assertion of Theopompos, contained in

three lines of Harpation (Fragm. des Hist, grecs, ed. Didot, vol. i. p. 306, No. 168), the sole

reason alleged hein^ that Ionian letters instead of the ancient Attic letters were used in en-

graving the treaty on marble ; it is possible that this is a copy made later to replace the lost

or damaged original.

1 Coin of Histiaia. Head of the nymph Ilistiaia, riirht profile. Reverse: ISTIAIEON-

The nymph, seated on a galley's prow, holding the staff of a trophy. As symbol, a bunch of

grapes.
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call out other crimes, that morality and patriotism perish, and

that insurrection against the law, against the State, in the end

appears a legitimate act. How could honest and faithful citizens

be made of these proscribed men whom we find prowling out-

side of cities, and in such numbers that we shall shortly see them

form armies?

SACRIFICE TO ATHENE. 1

The Delphians, allies of Sparta, were guardians of the temple

of Apollo ; the Phokians, allies of Athens, took it from them.

A Spartan army gave it back to its original custodians ; an

Athenian army, led by Perikles, recaptured it for the Phokidians

(448 B. a). These military expeditions of the two ruling States

across Boiotia rekindled party strifes. The Boiotian exiles of the aris-

tocratic faction united as a military force and surprised many cities.

The Athenian Tolmides, underestimating their strength, hastened

against them, contrary to the advice of Perikles, with a small band,

and was defeated and killed at Koroneia (447 B. a). This defeat

gave back the preponderance in all the cities to the aristocratic

1 Sacrifice to Athene, on a vase of Mesara, From O. Tahn, De antiqiihsimh Minervae

simulacris Atticis, Bonn, 1S6G. pi. iii. 2. At the foot of an image of Athene, shaped like a

trophv. risinz out of a heap of stones, and approached by a flying Victory, two persons are pre-

paring to offer sacrifice, — douhtless on occasion of a victory. He on the left leads a bull, whose

head is adorned with fillets: he on the right a ram. which he holds with the rizht hand, and

with the left carries a basket of fruit. A third Azure, seated :it the left, looks on.
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fail ion. and Boiotia was lost to Athens. A like outbreak took

place in Euboia, where the people of Histiaia, having captured an

Athenian galley, put the crew to death. Athens, roused by this

outrage, made a vigorous effort; Perikles set sail for Euboia with

fifty galleys and five thousand heavy armed troops. Everything

gave way before him ; the revolt was severely repressed, although

THE SKIRONIAX ROCKS. 1

without sanguinary vengeance ; the wealthy class (Ilippobotai) were

expelled, and the inhabitants of Histiaia were deprived of their

city and their lands, which were given to the poor of Athens.

But in the mean time Megara had massacred the Athenian gar-

rison, and a Spartan army, taking advantage of this revolt, which

opened the roads across the isthmus, entered and ravaged the

territory of Eleusis (446 b. c).

1 From a photograph. The road (which form? part of tlio highway between Megara and

Corinth) is ln-wn out of the rock, < m the very edge of the sea. It win here, according to

1. that the robber Skiron flung travellers into the water, until lie suffered the sami- fate

himself at the hands of Theseus.



558 HISTORY OF GREECE.

This army was commanded by the young king, Pleistoanax,

whom the ephors had placed under the direction of Kleaudridas.

The latter accepted a bribe from Perikles, and returned to Sparta

without fighting. Being accused of treason, he was condemned

to death, but succeeded in making his escape

to Thourion ; Pleistoanax, being unable to pay

the heavy fine which was imposed on him, lost

his citizenship, and took refuge in Arkadia. In

rendering his accounts to the people, Perikles

placed a sum of ten talents under the head of

•• necessary expenses." The people understood

and accepted this, and this expenditure remained unaccounted

for. The jealous Athenians were willing to leave this sum

for Perikles to expend, and year by year he sent it to Sparta to

buy such votes as were venal. This was his expense of secret

police.

However, the war ended unfortunately. By the treaty of 445

B. c, which established a truce of thirty years between Sparta

and Athens, the latter city relinquished the two harbors of

Megara. which she could no longer keep, since the

revolt; also Tro'izen, and the points she had held in

Achaia on the Gulf of Corinth. Was this treaty a

concession which the aristocratic party had extorted ?

We might believe this, on seeing its chief, Thucyd-

ides, banished the following year, and taking refuge

in Sparta,— unless, indeed, we prefer to regard it as

an act of extreme prudence on the part of Perikles, who since the

destruction of the Athenian influence in Boiotia might have compre-

hended that it was not well for Athens to seek increase of terri-

tory on the mainland, where her fleets were useless to her, and

where she encountered the hostility of Sparta. This view was just

and wise. Moreover, Athens retained hegemony over the islands of

the archipelago, over Euboia, which gave her food, and Aigina.

which was her outpost against the Peloponnesos. Nevertheless,

1 View of the citadel of Tro'izen. surmounted by the temple of Athene Stlienias. Legend

:

TPOIZHNIQN. Reverse of a bronze coin of Troizen, with the efligy of Commodus. In r

to the temple of Athene Sthenias, see Pausanias, ii. SO, 6, and 32, :>.

2 Victory writins on a shield. Engraved cornelian of the Cabitut de France, Catalogue.

No. 1,542.

CORNELIAN.2
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the concessions she made on the mainland were painful to her

pride. She kept a long and bitter resentment against Megara,

the cause of the first war,— a cause also, by the base treachery

with which she repaid the services of Athens, of that treaty

which marked the close of the growth and perhaps the beginning

of the decay of the Athenian empire.



CHAPTER XIX.

THE ATHENIAN EMPIRE BEFORE THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR.

I. — Perikles.

DERIKLES was born in 494 b. c,—four years earlier than the

-*- date of the first collision between Greece and Asia. His

mother was a niece of Kleisthenes, the Athenian leader after the

exile of the Peisistratidai, and his father, Xanthippos, the victor

at Mykale. Perikles had great personal beauty, unless we except

that his head, as if to correspond with his mighty intellect, was

disproportionately large. For this reason the sculptors of his

time always represented him helmeted. 1 But however great were

his natural abilities, he, more than any other of the eminent men
of history, was formed by his education.

From his early youth he was instructed in the noblest forms

of knowledge which had up to that time exercised the human

mind, and he received them from tbe lips of men of the finest

genius, who gathered in Athens as in a common country. Zeno

of Eleia taught him the severe doctrines and the powerful dialec-

tics of his school. The musician Damon was employed to be his

teacher in music (mousika)
;

2 but it was thought that the instruc-

tor also trained his pupil in the art of governing men, and espe-

cially of governing himself, by introducing into his soul a perfect

harmony. To Damon, according to Plato, is attributable the

1 Unless, indeed, he is so represented to signify the position of strategos, or general, which

he always occupied (Plutarch, Perikles, 16). This would he the more probable conjecture,

wire it not that the comic poets made the conformation of his head the continual subject of

their jokes.

2 Tbe word had in the Greek language a much broader significance than in ours; it

included all the domain of the nine sisters. To the Muses was committed the training of

the mind, as gymnastics trained the body.



I

ATHENIAN EMPEBE BEFORE PELOPONNESLAN WAR. 561

declaration that a man could not interfere with the rules of

music without disturbing the fundamental laws of human society.

Attacked by the comic poets, he was ostracized as a partisan of

tyranny. Perikles had a third adviser in Anaxagoras of Klazo-

mcnai. called Nou?. the Mind, either because of his skill in pene-

trating abstractions, or because he was the first to set forth clearly

the idea of a mind in the world of matter. 1 This philosopher,

who sought beyond its physical manifestations the harmonious

principle of the Kosmos, loved in Perikles that elevation of

thought, that dignity of character, which appears in his eloquence

and in his conduct. Contemporaries were so impressed with this

splendid intellect that they gave Perikles the surname of " the

Olympian
;

" and even Thucydides and Plato, his political adversa-

ries, are ready to speak of him as did the people of Athens.2

He did not act hastily, but with composure and serenity.

Prudence, in the highest acceptation of the word, ruled his con-

duct. Everything to him was a subject for reflection. "Never,"

- Plutarch, " did he ascend the bema without offering a prayer

to the gods that no word should escape his lips that was not

useful in the matter under discussion." He had studied physical

and mental science, he reflected deeply upon the subject of gov-

erning, and, above all, he studied the Athenians. No man more

thoroughly understood this people ; none investigated more clearly

its weaknesses, not for the purpose of deriving profit therefrom,

but in order to oppose them. He was the first to understand

that, for a statesman, durable influence in a city like Athens

could be obtained only on the condition of great discretion ; and

— a thing vastly more difficult— he acted accordingly. He knew

that he was thought to resemble Peisistratos in features and in

speech, and he was very careful to allay the puerile alarm

that this resemblance already awakened. He waited, he long

remained at a distance, and only slowly took any share in affairs;

in the army, however, he manifested the most brilliant courage.

Of noble race, he had little leaning towards the people, but policy

1 We shall see later that Anaxagoras did not, indeed, disengage from matter the person-

ality of a Ruler of the universe. His doctrine was nevertheless a great effort towards estab-

lishing the idea of one divine principle.

a OStw iityakrmperruis oo<f>bv uv&pa. (In his Menon.)

vol. ii — 3B
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and reason bade hhn stifle bis prejudices. Kimon, at that time in

the splendor of his victories, held the first rank in the aristocratic

party, and this position in the popular party was occupied by no

one ; this, Perikles assumed. Since the battle of Marathon, the

faction of the nobles had but a vexatious minority, making a

fruitless opposition ; only on the popular side there was an

opportunity to

the people.

do great things, and Perikles himself to

OLYMPIAN ZEUS WIELDING THE THUNDERBOLT. 1

As soon as he began to take part in public affairs, he devoted

himself unreservedly to the work ; but not to be too much before

the public, he rarely acted in person, usually putting forward

some one of his friends to speak in the assembly. His hand was

felt, but he himself was not visible. " Like the Salaminian gal-

ley." says Plutarch, "which was kept at Athens for solemn cere-

monies," he appeared in public only on great occasions.' But

when he did appear, he displayed sovereign authority in what he

said. Aristophanes represents him as "launching, like Zeus, thun-

1 Fragment of a painting on an amphora in the Museum of the Louvre, on which is rep-

resented the Gigantomacbia (Monum. gr. publ. par I'Ass. pour Venc. des Kt. fjr., 1875, pi. II-

Zeus, standing beside his chariot, which is driven by a Victory, brandishes the thunderbolt

against a giant who threatens him; the god wears a laurel-wreath, and holds his sceptre in the

left hand.
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derbolts and lightnings which will overwhelm Greece." 1 This is a

j t's satire. The eloquence of Perikles was not characterized by

outbursts of passion and enthusiasm. " Persuasion," says Eupolis,

PERIKI,E8.a

"was upon his lips;" for he gave only wise counsels, in noble

words worthy of the great interests that he desired to serve. His

reign, as it is sometimes called, was the supremacy of good sense.

1 Acharnians, 530-531.
3 Marble bust in the Vatican, from a east. (Cf. Musen Pio-Clementino, vol. vi. pi. 23).

See the bust in the Vatican represented in the frontispiece of this volume, on which is engraved

the inscription : nepticAijr ZavBlirrrov 'A&jraior. There are other busts of Perikles, notably one

in the British Museum, which will be represented later.
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The friend of Anaxagoras thought, like the philosopher, that rea-

son should sway all things {tto.vto. SieKoV/uT/o-e voos.) Time, unfor-

tunately, has spared to us none of his speeches, except only these

words, which remain in all the memoirs of him: ''They are im-

mortal," he exclaimed on one occa-

sion, speaking of soldiers who had

died for their country, " immortal

as the gods ; for by what sign do

we recognize the gods, whose es-

sence we cannot perceive? We see

them not : only by the worship paid

them are they revealed to us.

Thus we know also those who have

fallen for the common safety." In

debate, he had the address which

avoids obstacles, and the vigor which

never suffers itself to be conquered.

"When I have thrown him to the

ground and hold him there," said

one of his opponents, " he exclaims

that he is not defeated, and all

men believe him." Grace also was

not lacking to his virile eloquence.

" Our youth have fallen in battle,"

he said at one time; "the year

has lost its spring.''
1

The reserve of Perikles in pub-

lic was not an affectation ; in his private life he manifested the same

moderation and dignity. His life was simple, modest, frugal; his

soul was always tranquil, alike inaccessible to the intoxication of

success and to resentment on receiving injury. One of his enemies,

a man of low condition and vile character, followed the great Athe-

1 Plutarch (Perikles, 8) says that this great orator neither made public nor left in writing

any one of his speeches. The three attributed to him by Thucydides arc but a remote echo of

his actual utterance.

2 Marble hermes. in the Vatican ; from Viseonti. Iconnr/mfin /jreca. pi. 15 a. No. .'!.

The inscription engraved at the bottom of the pillar seems doubtful; neither is the arrange-

ment of the hair characteristic of the fifth century. The designation is then completely uncer-

tain, and later we shall represent a bust which seems more authentic. Cf. Bull, dell' InH.

archeol, 1869, p. 69, and ArchSol. Zeitung, 1*77. pp. .
r
>7 el seq.

ACOAC3A
ASPASIA. 2
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Marble group in the Uffizi Gallery in Florence (from a photograph and east).
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ATHENIAN DRACHMA. 1

GOLD COIN.-1

nian through tht' public streets, insulting him along the way. as far

as to his own house; Perikles not once turned to look at the

offender. 1 nit on reaching home called a servant and bade him take

a torch and light the man to his house. He shared in no noisy

pleasures, refusing all invitations to banquets or festivities. He was

never seen in the streets except on his

way to the council or the assembly of the

people. Not to he at all diverted from

public affairs by the care of his own pe-

cuniary interests, possibly also that his

frugality might be manifested, he caused

to be sold each year and at one time all the products of his lands;

and daily he sent to buy in the market what was needed for the

use of his household, in which a strict economy

was observed. Not that he was of a sad and severe

disposition; in his leisure hours he surrounded him-

self with friends, and found relaxation in talking

of art with Pheidias, of literature with Euripides and Sophokles, of

philosophy with Protagoras, Anaxagoras, and Sokrates ; and Aspasia

of Miletos, whose house was a resort for this group of distinguished

men. threw around every subject the grace of an inimitable wit,

which, more even than her beauty, charmed Sokrates and capti-

vated the affections of Perikles.

The conduct of Perikles, at once so reserved and so noble, was

a criticism on the lavish gifts by which Kimon sought to buy

popularity, as his irreproachable integrity recalled by contrast the

recent memory of the rapaciousness of Themistokles. Thucydides

and Plutarch bear this testimony to him that he did not increase

his patrimony by a single drachma.

The people had at last found a leader whom they could

respect and had no cause to fear. Accordingly, they gave him

unbounded confidence. Never man had in Athens power like him,

and— a fact honorable both to people and leader— never was

power gained and preserved by purer means. Without special

1 Helmeted head of Athene, right profile. Reverse: A6E. Owl, standing; in the field,

an olive-branch and a head <>t Medousa as a Bymbol.

- Owl, standing, to the left. Reverse, incused square (Beule, Monnaies d'Alhenes, 61).

Athenian gold ruin.



568 HISTOEY OF GREECE.

title, without designated authority,1 "in virtue only of his genius

and his integrity,"' Perikles was for fifteen years master in Athens

as truly, and more nobly, than Augustus in Rome. Main- a time

he rated with impunity this crowd, so frivolous, it is said, and so

capricious ; the ballot of ostracism, which smote his rival Thucy-

dides, was never cast for him. An ancient writer well says that

" it was impossible to restrain the people, any more than an

unbridled colt so daring that it would no longer obey, and now
bit at Euboia, and now rushed upon the islands." The compari-

son is witty, but this is history written in lampoons. Plutarch

has made the comic poets his authority. "We should remember

that the Athenians of the time of Perikles were not like the

base plebs of Rome, who cared only for partem et circenses, but

were an aristocracy, elevated by its tastes, its elegance, its intel-

lectual culture, and the habit of command above the ordinary

condition.2 The Athenian populace was composed of slaves, for-

eigners, metoikoi, that multitude of over a hundred thousand souls

who thronged the city and Peiraieus ; the aristocracy were the fif-

teen or twenty thousand citizens who alone judged and made laws.

who appointed to public office and themselves held it. and decided

the fate of half Greece. Furthermore their sovereign assembly

rarely had more than five thousand members in attendance.3

1 Perikles was. it is true, elected strategos each year: but this title he shared with nine

colleagues, and he was never archon. Ahrens and Miiller are of opinion that one of the ten

Strategoi had an authority vastly greater than that of his colleagues; as later the strategos eVl

to orrXa of the Roman epoch, and that hence in the expedition to Saraos. Perikles had only

subordinate colleagues. This is also the opinion of C'urtius. At Marathon it was thought

expedient to give every strategos supreme authority for his day of command, and experience

must have taught that unity of command was still more necessary for a distant expedition. It

seems probable, therefore, that what was granted Miltiades for a single day was granted to

Perikles for longer time, without giving him any higher authority in Athens.

2 What men. as a rule, were the Athenians I what a city was Athens! what laws! what

civilization ! what discipline ! what perfection in all the sciences and all the arts ! Also, what

politeness in ordinary business and conversation! Theophrastos, the agreeable talker, the

man who expressed himself divinely, was recognized as a foreigner, and so designated by a

I
r woman of whom he bought herbs in the market, who perceived by a lack of something

Attic in him. which the Romans later called 'urbanity, that he was not an Athenian: and

Cicero relates that this great man was astonished to find that, having lived a life-time in Athens,

possessing so perfectly the Attic tongue, and having acquired its accent by the habit of years, he

had not acquired something which the commonest Athenian had by nature.— La Bkcykkk,

mrs sur The'ophraste.

:1 Ilemdotos. vi. 97, and Aristophanes in Lysistrata, speak of 30,000 citizens; but this is

simply conjectural. Plutarch (Perikles, 37) mentions the census of 444, which makes the
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From this point of view all becomes clear and comprehensible.

Perikles, to consolidate a necessary authority, did that which the

force of circumstances was doing also,— he

established at the head of this empire a priv-

ileged class, whose sentiments were daily en-

Dobled by its artists and poets. We must,
r . . . . ,.

COUNCIL PERSONIFIED.1

therefore, in speaking ot the Athenians ot

that time, understand the word " people " to mean noblesse, or

aristocratic body.

The name of Perikles will incessantly recur in this chapter.

Dumber of actual citizens 14,040; 5,000 persona who had claimed this title without having

a right to it were sold as slaves. But this unjustifiable assumption of citizenship was not rare;

bence the total of the sovereign population varied not merely by the fact of deaths and births.

According to Demosthenes, Against Aristogeiton (or the author of this oration), Athens had

20,000 eiti/ens ; this is the number that Aristophanes gives in The Wasps, and that can be

derived from the lists of Thucydides when he enumerates with Perikles the Athenian troops

at the opening of the Peloponnesian war, — in the active army a few hundred horse and 13,000

heaw armed infantry; to guard the fortresses, 16,000 more hoplites, including old men, youths

of eighteen or twenty, and the metoikoi, — the latter certainly the most numerous. If from this

total of -jii. iiimi ritizens we take the aged men who no longer are occupied in public affairs,

those absent in foreign lands for business or pleasure, the klerouchoi (of whom we shall speak

later), and those inhabitants of Attika who cared not to take their share in the public affairs

ot the city, it will be apparent that in reality only a few thousand citizens took part in the

government of the State. Thucydides, who makes the remark that the ordinary assembly

rarely contained 5,000 members, shows (ii. 14 and IS) that the necessity of coming inside the

city walls on the approach of the Spartans was accepted with great reluctance by men who

bad always been accustomed to live in the country. Nor should we wonder that the number

of citizens /*/ »« jure was so small; it was much less at Sparta, less still at Epidauros, where

Plutarch [Greek Questions) finds but 180, at Herakleia, at Knidos, at Istros, at Thera, and

other eities. To confer citizenship was a very serious thing with the Greeks, for it meant to

confer upon the new-comer equal religious rights (juerfii/m tbk lepaiv). anil there was cause to

fear that the Poliac divinities might not be satisfied. But it. was in this way that a city could

grow. The number of pseudo-citizens in 444 proves that to claim citizenship wrongfully was

common in Athens; and this it was which enabled the Athenians to fill the gaps in their popu-

lation made by war, emigration, pestilence, and shipwreck ; after the disastrous Peloponnesian

war, they were as numerous as they had been before it, It was, moreover, a kind of axiom in

Greece that a city ought to have but a limited number of citizens. We know how many were

enough to Plato and Aristotle. Hippodamos, author of a treatise on Politics, limits his model

city to 10,000. According to Diodoros (xviii. 18,4) the reform of 322, which reduced the

number of citizens to 9,000, compelled 12,000 others, who had less than 2,000 drachmas, to go

elsewhere to seek their fortune.

1 Leaden tessera ; from the Mnnum. delV Inst, archeol., vol. viii. pi. 32, No. 281 (cf. Annali,

\>. 354, and o. Benndorf, in the Zeitschrift fur die Ssterreichischen Gymnasien, vol. xxvi.,

'. p. COO). On the obverse, :i woman's head, with an olive-wreath and an ear-jewel ; in the

field the inscription, BOAH (=/3ou\>;). On the reverse, woman's head with the sphendone [a

broad band of metal or leather across the forehead. — Ed.]. This tessera is the ticket received

by members on leaving after a meeting of the Boule, which they exchanged for the drachma,

their day's salary (see above p. 523). For a personification of the Council, see the bas-relief

repre-ented in Vol. I. p. 543.
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Nevertheless there was nothing like a dictatorship in his case,

unless by that word we mean the empire of reason and elo-

quence. Ancient institutions continued to be in force. Every

proposed measure was presented to the Council of the Five Hun-

dred, who investigated it. and if it met their approval, presented

it to the assembly, where the prytaneis proposed it. The decision

therefore rested with the people ; but before the vote the popular

assembly listened to Perikles.

II. ORGANIZATION OF THE ATHENIAN EMPIRE.

The entire administration of Perikles can be reduced to facts

of two kinds, —
1. To consolidate the Athenian power.

2. To render Athens and the Athenian people worthy of this

power.

We will examine his work in these two directions.

Aristophanes asserts that Athens ruled over a thousand cities

;

but this is evidently an exaggeration. We know of but two hun-

dred and eighty ; it is true we do not know them all. These cities

were of three classes,— subjects, allies, and Athenian colonies.

The conquests of Kimon and Perikles had given to Athens

Aigina and Euboia. those two bulwarks of Attika ; Thasos. which

commanded the Thracian coast ; Naxos. half way to Asia ; Eion,

the key of Macedon ; and a number of points on the north of the

iEgsean Sea and in the Chersonesos. The Messenians held for

her Naupaktos, which commanded the entrance to the Corinthian

Gulf. Three conditions were imposed on the subject-cities, — to

pull down their walls, or at least the fortifications of their har-

bors, to give up their war-vessels, and to pay a tribute.

The confederation which had been founded by Aristeides had

by degrees changed into supremacy for Athens, and a position of

dependence for the allies. This change resulted from the nature

of things. It was inevitable that the confederation should either

break up or be converted into an Athenian empire. 1 From the

1 Thticydides, i. 99. Hooren, Ide'es sur le Commerce, vii. 192. says: "Any ono who

understands the nature of a confederation and the difficulty of maintaining it will admit



ATHENIAN EMPIRE BEFORE PELOPONNESIAH WAR. 571

day when they accepted the offer of Kimon and gave vessels

and money instead of men, the allies had permitted all the

strength of the league to be concentrated in Athens, all skill,

all military pride to belong only to the Athenians. While they

were occupied in traffic and handicrafts, Athens was carrying her

VIEW OK THE RUINS OF THE TEMPLE OF ATHENE AT ATGINA. 1

victorious flag to every coast. Vainly would they have wished

to break off an alliance which for the moment seemed to have

no special aim. Athens was able to remind them of the honor-

able founding of her empire, and the oath sworn by them all,

and the sacrifices to the gods, and the balls of red-hot iron sol-

emnly cast into the sea, in token that the alliance was to lie

perpetual. She could afford to disdain the unpopularity she had

incurred in fulfilling an imperious duty ;

2 more than this, she

that it was almost impossible to avoid the appearance of taking an unfair advantage of the

fact of being its chief member ; what seems to "tie side an abuse of ibis superiority appears to

the other a accessary means for attaining desired ends." T" this another active cause may be

added; namely, the hatred felt by all the Greek aristocracies towards the Athenian democracy,

wh'.-e very renown imperilled their permanence
1 From a photograph. The view is taken from the east. Cf. colored frontispiece to

VoL I., and pp. fi5. 67, and 71 of this volume.
2 Thucvdides. i. 7.v:r, : ii. 68.
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could point to the Phoenician fleets, ready to sail out if she with-

drew her squadrons, and on every side piracy springing up if

she slackened in the least her watchful care over the seas. They

accepted, therefore, this necessary rule, under which at least

their commerce prospered ; and at the period of which we now

speak, it was gratitude, not animosity, which they felt for the

proud city. Lemnos sent her a bronze statue of her Poliac divin-

ity,
1— the Lemnian Athene, the first work signed by Pheidias, and

according to Pausanias and Lucian, the

most beautiful of all the statues of the

goddess. It was the city holding the sec-

ond place in the confederation. Samos,

which proposed that the common treasure,
COIN OF LEMNOS.2

•
i , i ii,i t •

-i , t-, l

eight hundred talents, deposited at Uelos,

should be transported to Athens, to be secure from the Peloponne-

sians (about 460 B.C.). The general contribution in silver for the

use of the league was increased from four hundred and sixty to six

hundred talents.
3 But this augmentation was probably due to the

introduction of new members into the alliance. Even had it rested

solely on the original members, they would scarcely have felt it,

for from 479 to 445 b. c, silver, being much more abundant in

Greece, lowered certainly in value, and an increase of a third in

the contribution would have scarcely more than made the differ-

ence good.4 Accordingly, we find no complaint made on this

point, and they had no other grievance to urge except their

dependent position. The revolting Mytilenians say nothing else,

and the Athenian envoy at Sparta reaffirms this.

The allied cities preserved their laws and their interior orga-

nization even where it was, as at Samos, Chios, and Lesbos,

contrary to the democratic principle. It was only during the

Peloponnesian war that it became a matter of principle at Athens

1 The marble bust of Pallas Athene, represented <>n the next page, from a photograph, is

in the Glyptothek at Munich (Xo. 92).

2 Helmeted head of Pallas, right profile. Reverse: AHMNAIQN. Satyr standing: before

him what is perhaps an altar of Dionysus. (Bronze.)
8 Fur causes that the reader will find explaine.il in Busolt, Der Phoros, ete.. in the Pliilo-

logus, xli. 652 it seq., this contribution varied.

4 From a passage in Plutarch, and from one in Aristophanes, it might be inferred that

from Solon to Perikles, the value of silver decreased by two thirds. In France it deereased,

between 1814 and is4i), one fifth (Leon Faucoer, Ri vue des !>• ux Mondes, June. l->49).
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everywhere to contend against aristocracy, which Sparta every-

where encouraged. They had also the right of making war sep-

arately.— the quarrel between Samos and Miletos proves this; and

Athens continued to hold them as States so truly that Perikles

.-''lit to them envoys as he did to the Peloponnesian States and

Boiotia in respect to a panhellenic congress, which he for a

moment thought of calling together. A mistake was made by

OS
VIEW OF DELOS. 1

Athens in allowing the assembly at Delos to fall into desuetude.

She ought to have maintained for her allies this discussion, which

hampered her but little, of the common interests of the league.

The idea of masters and subjects, which drove the latter to revolt,

and the former to oppression, should not have been allowed to

take root in men's minds. But that the Athenians should refuse

this unlimited sway which came to them of itself, would have

required an abnegation not to be expected from them. They

1 From the Expedition scientifique de. More'e, vol. iii. pi. 2. The view is taken not far

from the harbor; in the foreground are tin- remains of the temple of Apollo; in the distance :it

the left is the akroplilis, or Mount Kvnthos, and at the right, the ruins of the theatre. The
French School at Athens lias made very important excavations at Delos, of which, later, a
plan will be published.
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were not a nation of philosophers ; what State has ever been

such ? Perikles himself never even thought of this ; while Athens

kept the seas clear and the Persians at a distance, no man, he

said, had a right to call her to account for anything.1

The cessation of the congress at Delos brought with it another

innovation. In forming the confederation, the allies had unques-

tionably decided that this assembly should determine in all federal

affairs. This right passed from Delos to Athens with the guard-

ianship of the common treasure, and was exercised by the heliasts.

HEKTE OF MYTILF.NE.2 DIDRACHM OF ARGUS.' COIN OF ATHENS. 4

But this jurisdiction, limited originally to any case regarded as

an infraction of the alliance, encroached by degrees upon the civil

jurisdiction. ' This encroachment was favored by the consent of

the small States (which found themselves thus protected against

the greater), and by the idea which was familiar to the Hellenes,

notwithstanding their municipal pride, of justice sought in some

cases, and rendered outside of their walls.

This recourse to foreign judges was a custom not unknown in

Greece ; for example, the people of Aigina called upon Epidauros

to decide their disagreements. 5 When Argos, in 421 b. c, pro-

posed a confederation from which Athens and Sparta should be

excluded, the condition was made that only cities having their

1 Perikles said that the Athenians . . . xprifiaTwv /"" °^K o(/)f t'Xouo-i rots o-vfifiaxoit Xtfyoy

(Plutarch, Perikles, 12). Not only did they give do account of their acts, but they made

stipulations in the name of all. Thus they excluded the Megarians from all harbors of the

allies.

2 Diademed head of a woman, three quarters front (perhaps Sappho). Reverse : bull's

head in an incused square. (Hekte of electrum.)
3 Diademed head of Here, right profile. Reverse : APrEIQN. Diomedes carrying off

the palladion.

4 Helmeted head of Athene, right profile. (Gold.) Reverse: AGE. Owl, with displayed

wings (Beiild, Monnaies iTAthenes, p. 64).
6 Ilerodotos, v. 83. Bockh also says (iii. 1G) :

" Athens took this course probably after

the example of Thebes, Elis, Argos, and many other cities." The Italians of the Middle Agei

sent to their neighbors for podestals, to be sure of impartiality in their judges-
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own constitution and an independent jurisdiction should be ad-

mitted.1 There were then cities in Greece which lacked . one or

the other. The Peloponnesians had also a federal tribunal, before

which the Spartans often summoned Athens.

This judicial authority of Athens over her allies extended as

did her political authority. Sentence of death could be pronounced

only at Athens,— doubtless for political causes
;

2 any difference

between citizens of two cities, perhaps also any suits involving

more than a certain sum, were carried thither.3 Hence delays,

expenses of travelling and of residence in Athens, very disadvan-

tageous to the allies, but very probably also an administration of

more impartial justice. Thucydides himself says that the allies

preferred to have the entire people of Athens for judge, because

this great popular justice was their refuge and defence against the

tyranny of the great.4 And elsewhere, " In their dealings with

us, the allies are accustomed to the most perfect equality. We
obey the same laws in accordance With which they are judged,

and in our suits against them we often are the losers."
5 This

1 Thucydides, v. 27 : rjns avTuvopos TC t<TTL Kai 8lkos i<ras kol 6/Wa? fit'Saxr*.

8 Tliis at least would seem to be the case, to judge from the oration of Antiphonos, On

the Murder of Herod (chap. 7).

s The sycophant of Aristophanes, in The Birds, gives himself the title of " accuser of the

islands" ((cXrrrijp elfii vtj<ti<otik6s) ... "I am," he says, "a hunter of suits, and I prowl around

the lilies to bring suits against them " (1422-1425). Xenophon shows also in The Athenian

Republic {ad Jin.) that many suits of the allies were judged in Athens. But is this work really

of Xenophon's authorship? This question, like that of the date of the historian's birth, has

given rise to numerous controversies. Letronne {Vie de Xenophon) gives 445 B.C.; Croiset

{Xenophon), 435 ; C'urtius, 431; Grote, and Belot, 430. The last-mentioned {La Re'puhlique

tTAthenes) supposes that the treatise on the Republic of the Athenians was composed by Xeno-

phon in 378. Curtius, Kirchhoff, and others believe that it was composed by an unknown

author in 425 ; and this date seems the most probable. In fact, the author cannot be Xeno-

phon, for he shows Athens in all her splendor, and Xenophon reached maturity only in the

period of disasters. A sentence as to theatrical satires proves that the work was composed

before The Knights and The Wasps had been represented. Adalbert Roquette {De Vita

. 1
>S4) regards as apocryphal the Republic of the Athenians, the Apology, the

Agesitaos, and the Letters.

* . . . tov 0€ 8r}f*ov atywv T€ KaraO^vyr^v civai Ka\ eKtivaiV [*aXa)v Kaya6a>v~\ GtotypovitTTrp'

(Thucydides, viL 48, 6). It has been shown elsewhere how difficult it was for a subject of

Rome to obtain justice from a consul or praetor. The condition of subjects of the two empires

is no more to be compared than is the aristocratic organization of the Roman tribunals of the

last century of the Republic, where everything was venal, with the dikasteria of Athens, which

followed anger or pity more frequently than tiny did reason or justice, but which at hast

could not be bought, owing to the number of their members. In France, even, does it not

often happen that a case is transferred, from well-grounded suspicion, to some tribunal other

than that of the place where the crime was committed '

* Thucydides, i. 77.

voi . n. — 37
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COIN" OF SAMOS.*

intervention in the domestic affairs of the allied cities became

burdensome only during the Peloponnesian war, when Athens was

constrained in her own defence, and for the maintenance of an

empire useful to Greece, to lay numerous re-

quisitions upon her allies, and— a double fault

— to connive at extortions practised by some

of her agents.
1 Accustomed to the benefits

which they derived from the protection of the

xVthenian fleets, the allies finally forgot their

obligation, and remembered only their financial

and judicial dependence. The oligarchy, every-

where kept down, waited a favorable opportu-

nity to assert itself, and this opportunity was furnished by the

Peloponnesian war.

Certain cities escaped this condition. Chios, Samos, Lesbos,

perhaps also Potidaia. which, although of Dorian origin, asked to

be received into the alliance, were

not subject to the obligation of recog-

nizing in certain cases the authority

of the heliasts. Maintaining their

own soldiers, their vessels, and their

fortifications, paying no tribute, and

furnishing a military contingent,

these cities were in truth the only ones for whom the alliance

in its primitive form could be maintained. But Athens could not

permit them to abandon the alliance. It was just that all should

contribute to the cost of a security by which all profited.
4 Samos,

TETRADRACHM OF POTIDAIA.8

the

i They sent episkopoi, inspectors, also called phylakes, to keep watch upon the conduct of

_ allies and secure their Bdelity (Harpocration, s. ». enwieoiroi; Sainte-Croix, Introduction

to his Hist. d'Alex., p. 17). These inspectors, whose functions we do not well understand, must

have been much disliked by the allies.

- SAMIQN. Androklos. founder of the colonies of Ephesos and Samos, standing in front

of a galley, holding a sceptre and a patera. (Reverse of a bronze coin with the effigy of the

Roman Emperor Philip I.)

8 Poseidon Hippos, armed with the trident, on horseback; under him, a star; before him,

the letter P. initial of the name Potidaia. Reverse, incused square.

* Cf. Thucydides, i. 75. 76, 99. As soon as news reached Asia of the disaster of the

Athenians in Sicily, the satraps at once called for the tribute of the Greek cities, which had

not been paid for fifty years (Thucydides, viii. 5). The Athenian fleet protected equally the

Sicilian and the ftalibt Greeks. From 480 B.C. to 410. Carthage dared not once attack them,

fearing to bring upon herself hostilities with the great city. Cf. Thucydides. vi. 34. Hermo-
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however, desired to be released. A dispute had arisen between

that city and Miletus. A war followed, in which Samos was vic-

torious; but a democratic party had sprung up there, which

sought only an occasion to overthrow the government, and this

party united with the people of Miletos to call in the aid of

Athens. The Samians received an order to suspend hostilities

and accept the decision of an Athenian tribunal. Upon their

A r .1 M O y\ f,y

ATHENE AND THE GODDESS PARTHENc >-.'

refusal. Perikles went to Samos with forty galleys, established

democratic institutions in the island, levied a tax of twenty tal-

ents to defray the expenses of the expedition, and brought away

as hostages fifty men and as many boys, whom he left in charge

of the Lemnians.

krates advises the Syracusans to solicit aid from the Carthaginians, who, ho says, de'i <Vi (pdfiov

fieri fir) itotc- \Srfvaioi avrois eVI ttjv 7t6\iv f'Xdwtriv.

1 Bas-relief carved as a heading to a treaty of alliance (from Sehbne, Grifrhiarhf Reliefs,

pi. vii. Xo 48). Athene, personifying Athens, is clasping the hand of the goddess Parthenos

(PAPOEN02). who personifies Neopolis, tin- latter hein^ of inferior stature. This treaty of

alliance was concluded in the archonship of Elpines (|'E™i] EAPINO AP xomos ). in the year

356 is. c. In respect to the Parthenon of Neopolis, see a note by Heuzey in tin- Murium, publics

pnr VAliOC. pour I'enc. des Et. {jr., 1875, p. 27, and Mission archeol. de Macc'doine, p. 157.
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COIN OF KOLOPHON. 1

A crowd of the defeated Samians had fled to Pisutbnes, satrap

of Sardis. Hardly had the Athenians sailed away, before these

exiles, aided by Persian gold, levied seven hundred men, sailed

across to Samos during the night, and overthrew the democratic

government. Perikles had left in the island a small Athenian

garrison, which they delivered over to the

Persians ; and before the news of their bold

stroke had been spread abroad, they carried

off their hostages, who had been left at

Lemnos. P/yzantion had a share in this

outbreak, and the attempt was made even

to draw the Peloponnesos into a general war with Athens (440

b. c). In an assembly of the allies at

Sparta the question was eagerly dis-

cussed.2 Corinth, herself at the moment

much excited against one of her colonies,

declared, although herself an enemy of

Athens, that the conduct of the Samians

was rebellion, and caused the refusal of their bequest; ten years

later she took the other side.

But her first attitude was the true one. The allies had form-

ally promised to remain closely bound to the Athenians ; many in-

scriptions have preserved to us the formula of these engagements.

Oath of the Erythreians :
" I will never separate from the

people of Athens nor from her allies, and I will refuse to follow

any man so doing."

Oath of the senators of Kolophon :
" We will not separate

from the Athenians in word or deed ; and cursed be, with all

that is his, that man among us who shall fail to keep this

engagement."

Oath of the citizens of Chalkis :
" T will not separate from

the Athenians in act or word; if any shall instigate to defection

I will denounce him to the Athenians." 4

COIN OF CHAI.KI

1 Laurelled head of Apollo Klarios, right profile, with long hair. Legend: KOAO*Q-

NIO[N]. Reverse : lyre in an incused square.

- Thucydides, i. 40.

8 Wheel with four felloes. Reverse: incused square in four compartments. (Drachma.)

* Corpus inscr. Attic, vol. iv. No. 27 a, Foucart, Revue arche'ol,, April, 1S77, p. 243;

P. Guiraud, De la condition das allies, p. 17.
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Athens therefore had the law on her side when she used

force in obliging the confederates to remain in her alliance.

At news of the revolution which had taken place at Samos,
the Athenians appointed ten generals to repress the insurrection*

among them, Sophokles and Perikles. They had under their

orders sixty vessels. Part of these were to keep watch upon the

Phoenician fleet, which the Samian nobles had

not hesitated to call to their aid; the remain-

der, forty-four in number, defeated the sev-

enty galleys of Samos. Reinforcements from

Athens, Chios, and Lesbos made a force suffi-

cient to land on the island and besiege the capital, while Peri-

kles with sixty sail cruised along the coast of Karia, hoping to

meet the Phoenicians. While the Athenians had

as leader a tragic poet, the Samians were com-

manded by a philosopher, Melissos, a disciple of

the austere Parmenides. He proved himself brave

in war, surprised and sank a part of the Athe-

nian fleet, defeated the rest, and threw reinforce-
ATHEXIAN COIN.*

ments into the city. Perikles, quickly arriving,

drove the Samians inside their walls, which he surrounded with-

trenches, and enforced a strict blockade with two hundred galleys.

The Samians defended themselves for nine months, notwithstanding:

famine and the new machines with which Perikles battered their

walls. This war was pushed with so much fury that on both

Bides, says Plutarch,3 the prisoners were branded with a hot iron.

Surrender was. however, inevitable, for aid came neither from

Asia nor from the Peloponnesos. The Samians were obliged to

level their walls, give up their vessels, change their mode of

government, and defray the expenses of the siege, plus 1,200

1 Bead of Here, front face. Reverse: 2A ; fore-part of a galley; under it. nATPQN. a

magistrate's name. (Bronze.)

2 Reverse of a bronze coin of Athens. Beule hesitatingly proposes to recognize in the

figures Demeter in a chariot drawn by two dragons; before her, Persephone; behind her,

Artemis Propylaia (I'.enle. Monnaies d'Ath&nes, pp. 291 and 293).
8 Perikles, 40 ; but Thucydidea makes no mention of these cruelties. Plutarch, ibid. , on

the authority of Ephoros, speaks of war-machines constructed for the first time for this siege.

This is not certain, but Thucydidea (ii. 76) mentions those which the Spartans used before

Plataia. This is the beginning of siege artillery, which had been unknown to the Greeks of

Homer and Solon.
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talents, payable in a certain number of years (439 b. a). Tbe

submission of Byzantion followed closely.

This war held Greece for some time in suspense. It had not

been without perils, for the Persians and the Peloponnesians

waited only for a serious reverse suffered by the Athenians, to

act; and Thucydides says 1 that Samos was on the point of snatch-

ing from the city of Kekrops the empire of the sea. This island

had always retained from its ancient prosperity a considerable

marine, which might have made the nucleus of a maritime league.

Had the war been less serious, it would have been presumptuous

levity in Perikles to compare it to the siege of Troy, which, he

said, lasted ten years, while that of Samos was only of nine

months' duration.

Many other things are to be noted in respect to this war.

First, the haste of those who wished to separate from the league

in calling Persia into their quarrel, which makes legitimate the

1 Thucydides, viii. 76.

Note.— On the opposite page is represented a fragment of a bas-relief now lost (from a

drawing by E. Sartis, reproduced in John's Griechische BilderchronUen. pi. ii. B). The relief

was similar to the Iliac Table, of which a fragment is represented above, p. 303. In tin-

upper part, in the first line of the inscription, is an indication of the subject represented :

'ihiada Kai 'o8icr<T(iav pa^aStav prj (= .\lviii.). 'iAi'ou itip<T[u>. In the centre is seen the city

of Hion. with its walls and its high towers ; above it is the shield of Achilleus, held up by Thetis

(SETTS). In the nine registers which remain are scenes taken from the first nine books of the

Iliad. At the top of each register a short inscription gives a summary of the book. Other

inscriptions, at the side of the figures, give their names or explain the scene. I. Xpioys l]epevs

'AwoXXoji/os
r
Xt'<r<rfT<u ro]i>f 'A^aioif [Xpvtrr;i8a ttjv e'a]irroO Ovyarepa \vrpa> r

L ir6p.(]vos .

'AyapJpvav

8* av[r6v b]« rav a-TpaTcmeSov [raKwr] «SiwKfi. Chryses kneels before Agamemnon, while his

servants unload the cart which bears the ransom of Chryseis. Beyond is the temple of Apollo

Smintheus, before which Chrvses invokes the god. II. A man is pushing his vessel into the

water. III. The encounter between Paris and Menelaos before the gate of Troy. Aphrodite

descends to protect Paris. Within the walls two Trojans an- conversing. IV. . . . avyxwiv

opKwv. (7ri7rwXfiTai S' 'Ayapc p.vo>v. Encounter between Pandaros (assisted by Athene) and

Asramemnon. Machaon. kneeling, implores Menelaos. V. E. E?' AiujijjSqr piv dpurrein. irpos

hi 'Wwv tpxerai "Vicrwp. Diomedes. followed by Athene, treads under foot the dead body of

Pandaros. Aineias comes, followed by Aphrodite (?) to protect her son. Encounter between

Piomedes and Ares. VI. Z. Zfjra 8' 6pi\(i ra npos '.Kvhpopaxqv, Kai Ilapiv e'r \apiv eX«i. Dio-

ruedes converses with Glaukos. Before the city irate, through which comes Paris. Andromache

carrying Astvanax in her arms, takes leave of the departing Hektor. Hekabe, followed by

two Trojan women i they advance towards the statue of Athene, and offer a peplos to the god-

li !SS VII. H.'Hra- Auij "Ekto/m px>vvopa\(~i, Kai ia>| airroiis SiaXufi. Aias. followed by Talthy-

bios, throws himself upon Hektor. who lies on the ground near Agamemnon, and lejms against

his shield. Apollo i* behind the Trojan hero. Further to the riuht. Aias and Hektor exchange

their weapons (oAXtjAois o-rrSa Swpovvrat). Vin. 6. Encounter between Paris and a Greek,

Hektor. in bis chariot, pursues the chariot of Nestor. LX. Achilleus. standing before his tent.

receives the deputation sent him by the Greeks.
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empire of Athens, in showing that without, her firmness in keeping

these cities united, their dissensions would have quickly given them

over defenceless to the Great King; next, the fidelity of the other

allies, who all stood firm,— a proof that this empire was by no

means so odious ; the moderation of Athens, inflicting upon Samos,

vanquished after an obstinate resistance, only the conditions im-

posed on Thasos and Aigina, without special cases of vengeance

;

lastly, her right to punish a guilty defection, since she had only

applied the principle proclaimed by Corinth, her rival and recently

her enemy, in the congress of the Peloponnesians, that each con-

federated State had a rio-ht to constrain rebellious members.1

Isokrates maintains that in three months the Spartan harmosts

had put to death without legal proceedings more Greek citizens

than Athens during the whole duration of her em-

pire.
2 We shall soon see that Greece was not

able to endure for a period of ten years the heavy

rule of Sparta, while the Athenian confederation
COIN OF EUBOIA.3

lasted long, and it was of their own accord that

the former allies of Athens came, in 377 b. c, to gather once

more around her, renewing the federal pact.

It is well to insist upon these facts, for rarely is justice done

to the Athenian people,— that splendid democracy, sometimes, no

doubt, ungrateful, violent, and fickle, but redeeming its faults

by its enthusiasm for all that was grand and beautiful, by the

masterpieces that it inspired, by the artists, thinkers, and poets

that it gave to the world. Aischylos, Sophokles, and Euripides,

Pheidias and Aristophanes, Sokrates and Plato,— all of them,

some in spite of themselves, still plead for their country before

posterity.*

1 This principle was asserted by the Northern United States against those of the South.

- Panegyr., § 113, ed. Didot.

8 Head of the nymph Euboia, left profile. Reverse : EYB. Bunch of grapes. (Diobolos.)
4 A learned historian of Greece, Bishop Tbirlwall, speaks of "all the attempts which for

the last forty years have been systematically made in our own literature, the periodica] as well

as the more permanent, fur political and other purposes, to vilify the Athenians." In Germany, '

Professor Drumann (Gesckichte <lns Verfcdl* der griechischen Stunt.,,) has exceeded in this

direction all previous violence It is true he no more spares Cicero at Rome than Perikles at

Athens. Xnr let us forjret that all our information comes to us from friends of the oligarchy,

from those opposed on principle to the democracy, or having suffered from it, — Thucydides,

whose bitterness and severity toward his country are censured by Dionysios of HalikarnOS80s;

Aristophanes, whose virulent satires are no more impartial than our political pieces; Plato, as
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Besides the subject and allied cities, Athens had numerous col-

onies. Perikles had recognized the triple advantage of colonial

foundations for diminishing the number of poor in the city ;

'

for occupying at a distance, in the interests of commerce and

of the Athenian power, positions of importance ; and, lastly, for

giving to the citizens lands of more certain yield than those of

Attika, which had been exposed, since the defection of Megara, to

the ravages of the Peloponnesians. Euboia had already received

four thousand colonists. Two thousand Athenians went out to

found on the ruins of Histiaia the city of Oreos, which com-

manded the navigation of the Maliac and Pagasaian Gulfs ; others

were at Chalkis, the gate of Euboia. They

thus held by its two ends the island which

was to be the granary of Attika whenever

the cereals of the Euxine should fail ; and

they possessed two thirds of its territory.
COIN OF VXDROS.2

lo JNaxos were sent five hundred colonists,

and to Andros two hundred and fifty,— the two citadels of the

Cyclades. The lands of Skyros, one of the stations on the voyage

from Peiraieus to the Thracian coast, belonged to Athenian owners.

We know what importance was given to Thrace by the gold

mines of Mount Pangaion, by forests of valuable timber, fertile

fields, and rivers which gave access to inland regions of vast

extent ; one thousand colonists were established in the district of

Bisaltia. In 437 b. c, Agnon, the son of Nikias, resuming the

project which had formerly been so unsuccessful, of a colony at

tlie Nine Ways, took away this territory from the Edonians, and

founded there, between the two arms of the Strymon. the city of

Amphipolis, destined by its position to a brilliant prosperity.

Imbros and Lemnos, at the entrance of the Hellespont, were

much the pupil of Lykourgos as of Sokrates; aud Xenophon, who is more a Spartan than an

Athenian. Among those hostile to Athens we must count even Voltaire, who attributes all her

glory and power to her great men,— but in maintaining this opinion, he was urging his own

claims on France ; and Montesquieu also, who goes so far as to say ( Esprit di s lois, VIII. iv.) :

"The victory of Salamis corrupted the Athenian republic." But what is this corruption, from

which are born so great things? What is this evil which is life and strength

1 These colonists were called klerouchoi. The State gave them arms and money for the

journey. Thucydides, iii. 50; Plutarch, Perikles, 36; Corp. inscr. Attic, i. 31, line SO, and

tin argument of the oration On the Chersonesos. In regard to the klerouchoi, see later, p. 591.

- Head of Dionysos, with ivy wreath, right profile. Reverse : ANAPI. Amphora. (Bronze.;



ATHENIAN EMPIRE BEFORE PELOPONNESlAls' WAR. 589

occupied by descendants of the colonists of Miltiades, who re-

tained their rights as citizens of Athens. Then, as now, the

fisheries of the Euxine were extolled, and also the fertility of the

JEWELS FROM THE KIMMERIAN BOSPOROS.1

vast plains which lie on the north of that sea. Thence sterile

Attika drew nearly all her supplies, and she early sought to

gain a footing there. Even before the Median war, the elder

Miltiades had occupied the Chersone-

sos, whence the passage from the iEgoean

into the Euxine Sea can be opened or

closed at will. After the battle of Sa-

lamis, the first care of Athens was to

drive the Persians from this point.—
Perikles sent thither one thousand

more colonists ; and to close this peninsula against the incursions

of the Barbarians, he repaired the wall, with its forts at regular

intervals, which the elder Miltiades had built across the isthmus.

COIN OF KROTONA.2

1 Ring, collar, bracelet, ear-jewels, gold pins ("from the Aniiquitis tlu Boaphore Cimme'rien,

pi, xvi. 4; ix. 2; xiv. 5; vii. 11 and 19: xii. a, 12 anil 14).

2 Eagle standing on a stag's head. Reverse : OPO. Tripnd ; in the field an ivy-leaf. (Silver.)
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\Ye have seen also that he seized upon Byzantion after the

reduction of Samos.

He established colonies even on the north of the Euxine.

Sinope, founded by the Milesians, was torn by factions ; the dem-

ocratic party, struggling with

the tyrant Timesilaos, could

hope for nothing from Miletos,

at that time too feeble to ren-

der aid ; and they called Peri-

kles to their assistance, who,

at the head of a numerous

fleet, visited those shores, to

make a splendid display there

of Athenian power. He left at

Sinope thirteen vessels under

the orders of Lamachos, who

expelled Timesilaos. The vic-

torious party rewarded six hun-

dred Athenians with the pos-

sessions of the tyrant and of

his partisans exiled with him.

About the same time Amisos

received into her territory so

large a number of Athenians

that in the time of Mithridates the population of this city was

regarded as of Attic origin. Oppo-

site, on the other shore of the Eux-

ine, reigned in the Tauros the kings

of the Kimmerian Bosporos, who

remained faithful to their alliance

with Athens even in the days of her

disasters. They secured to her com-

merce important privileges, and the cereals of the Tauros fed

Attika and the islands.

1 Bust of the orator Lysias (AY2IA2), in the Museum of Naples (from a photograph).

a Helmeted head of Athene Kratheia, right profile. The helmet is decorated with a figure

of the monster Skylla; behind the head, the monogram TE Reverse: eOYPION. Bull threat-

ening with his horns ; under it, M0A02202. the name of the artist who engraved this splendid

coin. In the exergue, a fish.

LYSIAS. 1

DIDRACHM OF THOURION.
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Even westward Athens sent colonies. The inhabitants of

Sybaris, fifty-eight years after the destruction of their city, had

attempted to rebuild it. The people of Krotona drove them

away. Thereupon they implored aid from Sparta, who refused to

concern herself in so remote an enterprise ; then that of Athens.

and their request was supported by Perikles. Appeal was made

to all foreigners to take part in the expedition, and among them

were the historian Herodotos, and Lysias the orator. The city

of Thourion. which had the honor of counting these two illustrious

men among her founders, was not on that account the more for-

QUIXCUNX OF I1ADRIA *

tunate at first. Those who remained of the former population of

Sybaris showed a pride and made claims which offended the new-

comers ; in the furious strife which followed, the Sybarites were

completely exterminated. From that time Thourion, adopting the

institutions of Charondas, lived in peace at home and abroad. A
few Athenians also seem to have shared in the foundation of Par-

thenope, upon the 'Tyrrhenian Sea, and an inscription of later date

preserves a decree of the people sending colonists to the Italian

shore of the Adriatic to drive away the Etruscan pirates of Hadria

and Spina.2

1 Legend : IIAT. Head of Medonsa. left profile, the hair bristling, and wrapped around

with a foiled snake. Reverse: Pegasos. galloping to the right. Underneath, five globules, —
the mark of the quincunx.

- Bockh, Seewesen, p. 4G2, . . . irtpi TJjt els run 'Adplav mroiicinr.
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In the early colonial system of the Greeks the colony soon

became estranged from the mother-city. This was the case also

with some of the colonies of the fifth century, such as Thourion,

Amphipolis, and others. The klerouchia of Perikles had an entirely

different character. They were founded by public authority, and

the countries where Athens established them wfte a veritable

extension of the territory of Attika. The klerouchoi preserved

all their rights as Athenian citizens, they were inscribed, both

they and their descendants, in their native demos, they might

sacrifice at the altars of the Poliac divinities

;

l
it is said that

Aristophanes and Plato were sons of klerouchoi established at

Aigina. In suits, and in the apportionment of leitourgia? the colo-

nists had a legal excuse, being regarded as absent "for the ser-

vice of the State." 3 Accordingly, they were called :
" The people

who are at Samos, the people who are at Imbros " (6 StJ/aos 6

iv Ldjxu>). Conquered lands were assigned to them, reserving the

tenth for Athene, so that the revenue of the consecrated domain,

and consequently the treasure kept on the Akropolis, increased at

the same time with the public power. 4 And. to conclude, the

klerouchia organized itself like the mother-city, giving itself a

constitution framed like that of Athens, and the metropolis sent

into the colony an cpunelctes, or inspector.5

In this policy there are indeed certain points of similarity to

the Roman system, but more of difference. Rome, a continental

power, placed in the centre of her empire, all her colonies within

her reach, was able to defend them and to keep them in a con-

dition of dependence, while Athens was able to retain hers, scat-

tered on the islands and on remote coasts, only so long as she

1 Corp. inscr. Attic, ii. 593.

2 [Certain personal services to the State, also involving considerable expense. The nine

arrhons. heiresses, and orphans tinder age, were exempt ; and sometimes exemption was granted

as a public honor to persons who had done the State especial service. — Ed.]

8 Foucart. in a learned paper on the Athenian colonies of the fifth and fourth centuries

before Christ, defines the condition of the khrouchos. " There were no other changes in his

condition of Athenian citizen than absence necessarily involves ; the only peculiarity in his

situation was that it might last during his entire life and be transmitted without alteration to

his heirs."

4 ITerodotos, v. 77; vi. 100; Thucydides, iii. 50. Demosthenes, .4 gainst Timobrates. § 120,

Bays that a tenth of the fines, the product of prizes, etc., was allotted to the treasury of Athene,

and one fiftieth to that of the other divinities

6 Cf. Bull, de Corr. helle'n. (1885), p. 51.
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remained mistress of the seas,— hence it was a necessity for her

to be always a strong maritime power. When she lost this con-

trol, her l-lerovchoi were expelled or subjugated. The system of

Perikles, excellent for extending or maintaining the maritime

TIIEMISTOKLES.'

supremacy of Athens, could not prevent her being defeated at

sea or suffering the loss of Peiraieus. The Roman colonies, on

the contrary, saved the continental supremacy of Rome by cover-

ing their metropolis with an impenetrable shield against Pyrrhos

and against the Carthaginians.

1 Marble bast of tin- former Cabinet Pastorei f from a cast). The designation is uncertain,

and tin- bust has been considered to represent Perikles (Arrhaol. Zeitung, 18fi8, pi. i.).

VOL. II. — 88
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The foundation of numerous colonies is, moreover, but a part

of the Roman system; this system was completed by the admis-

sion of a very great proportion of foreigners to the rank of citi-

THE EXAMINATION OF ATHENIAN CAVALRYMEN.1

zens. Now, Athens practised but parsimoniously this liberal policy

which, in our own time, has caused the rapid growth of the

United States of America. In 444 a Libyan king, ruler of a

1 Painting on a cup of Orvieto. in the Museum of Berlin (A. Furtwansler. BesehreOung

. . . No 1,890); from the Archanl. Zeitung, xxxviii. (1880), pi. xv. Three cavalrymen pre-

sent themselves, each holding his horse by the bridle, before the commission of the council

(/9ouXi|) which is to examine them. The painter represents two only of these commissioners;

both lean on sceptres, and have shoes on their feet. The first (the upper part of whose figure

is lacking) stands before a secretary, who holds a diptych on his knees, and seems to be noting

the report of the commissioner. He i* himself examining the horse of the cavalryman who

'

stands before, him. Behind the horse is evidently an officer, perhaps one of the hipparchs
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great part of Lower Egypt, made a present of wheat, to be divided

among the people. Upon this occasion Perikles ordered a census

to be made, and he excluded from citizenship all whose father or

mother were not Athenians. Nearly hve thousand inhabitants

were deprived of their title, and the number that remained after

the application of this test was but little over fourteen thousand.

According to this standard Themistokles would have been but an

alien in Athens, for his mother was not an Athenian, and the

city that he had saved would have sold him as a slave if it is

true, as another narrative tells us, that Perikles applied to the

live thousand metoikoi the rigorous law which existed against

those who falsely claimed citizenship. How great the difference

would have been had Perikles, like the Roman senate, opened

wide the city to foreigners; had political rights, instead of con-

tinuing limited to a few, been by degrees conferred on many

!

Instead of counting a few thousand citizens, Athens would then

have had a midtitude, and the empire, with its broad base, would

not have been overthrown at the first shock. According to some

writers, Athens had command over a multitude of men. Their

statements are without doubt exaggerated ; but were half of the

statement true, still it was not with an imperceptible minority of

fourteen thousand citizens that so many peoples could be ruled.

This is the secret of her weakness, and Perikles, clear-sighted as

he was in so many respects, made a fatal mistake in not seeing

that Athens must renounce her empire, or else abandon her muni-

cipal egotism. 1

Then follow two horsemen leading their horses. The last figure is the other commissioner, a

bearded man of mature age. At the bottom of the cup is represented one of the two hundred

Scythian archers who completed the Athenian cavalry. He stands behind his horse, in his

barbaric costume. He examines his arrow, which he holds with both hands. On the exami-

nation (dokimasia) of the cavalry by the council, see A. Martin, Les cavaliers athe'nietis, 1886,

pp. 526 et seq. The Athenian cavalry (who were not, like the Roman equites, a class of the

people, but merely a division of the army) were, at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war,

on.' thousand in numl>er, and to them were added two hundred mounted arehers. Aristotle

(Politics, IV. iii. 2, and IV. x. 10) makes the preponderance of cavalry in the military organi-

zation of a city a characteristic of aristocratic governments. It will be seen that the Athenian

cavalry — the rich citizens, that is to say— were the inveterate enemies of democracy; but

they were never numerous enough to establish a lasting supremacy. Their political role can

be easily ascertained, but not so their military role. It may be doubted whether Athens ever

had her thousand horse in proper condition for service.

1 See History of Rome, chap. xvii.
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Xenophon, who lived, it is true, a generation later, comprehended

that here safety lay. " Let us be favorable to the metoikoi," he

says, " and thus secure one of our most valuable sources of revenue,

FORWARD PART OF A TRIREME.1

since it is they who pour wealth into our laps ; and far from being

to us a burden, they pay a tax for their dwelling. Let us abolish

all forms of servitude which have been inflicted upon them, which

» Drawing bv the Cavalier del Pozzo, corrected by Graser (from A. Cartault, La trihe

athenienne, pl.°4)'. The original is lost; perhaps, as Cartault supposes (p. 131, n.), it was

a fragment of the bas-relief of the Akropolis represented p. 468. The beak (t^o\ov), with

square extremity, shows plainly above the water-line ; above the beak is the npo(fi86\ioV,
formed

of three beams with square ends, retreating one above another.

A law, whose date is unknown to us, mentioned by Demosthenes in his Oration against

Androtion, forbade giving a wreath to the Senate at the close of a session, if it had not, during

that period, built at least one war-vessel. Great discussions have been carried on in France,

in Germany, and in Italy as to the construction of the ancient galleys, the arrangement of the

benches of rowers, the number of men at each oar, etc. The question is not yet settled for

the naval architects, but it is so for the historians, inasmuch as the ancient authors, bas-reliefs,

and inscriptions unite in giving the Athenian galleys many ranks, or, as Vergil {Mneid, v.

271) and the elder Pliny (.Hist. Nat., vii. 57) say, many orders (ordines) of rowers,—

Amissis remis atque vrdine debilis uno.

This word ordo implies a superposition of oars, and the familiar names, thalamitai, zyoitai,

and Ihranilai correspond to the three ranks of rowers. For the Sicilian expedition, Thucydides

(vi. 34) relates that the trierarchs who fitted out the galleys, gave gratuities in addition to

their pav to the thranitai, or oarsmen of the upper row, because, using a longer oar, their work

was more fatiguing: oI 8e V'™ 1 - M<™ natporipav kvkvv ipirroms, jrAti'cwa kmtov IXow<rt r<S»

S\\av Thncydides says also (iv. 3'2) :
" As soon as it was morning, the rest of the forces also

disembarked; that is to say, all the crews of seventy ships, except the lowest rank of rowers."

The Scholiast of Aristophanes (Frogs, 1,106). the Onomastihm of Pollux (i. 87), and others

distinguish the three rows of oarsmen.

I astlv the inscriptions recently discovered at Peiraieus on the site of the arsenal mention

three bank's of oars of different lengths. The Athenians armed other vessels besides tri-

remes' they had smaller galleys and transport-vessels for horses, baggage, and provisions.

When Thucydides (iii. 17) says that in the year 431 B.C. Athens had at sea two hundred and

fifty ships, we cannot believe that they were all war-vessels fully equipped. If we allow bid

twenty-five men to each rank on each side, we shall give thirty-seven thousand five hundred
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are both odious and useless. Lei us relieve them from serving in

the heavy armed infantry. We should even receive them into the

cavalry. Thus we should secure their good-will, and draw to our-

selves all who are citizens of no other city, and who would increase

the wealth, the population, and the power of the Slate." l

COMMERCIAL SCENE.2

Such is, theoretically, the true policy of a State. But was it

applicable in Greece as it was in Rome ? Were not religious

institutions in some degree hostile to it, and still more the ideas

which prevailed as to the character a Greek State ought to retain?

Perikles. like Plato and Aristotle, had no conception of a city

other than one with a small and sovereign population ; and we

have seen that the five thousand voters were less a people than

oarsmen to these two hundred and fifty vessels, — a multitude which it is certain that Athens

could not have brought together. Another passage in Thucydides (ii. 93) leads to the same

conclusion: "It was decided, therefore, that each man should take his oar, his cushion, and

the leathern thong which attached the oar to the side of the boat, and go by land from Corinth

to the sea, and launch forty vessels which were there, and sail straightway to Peiraieus." These

oars, which each man was to carry from Corinth to Megara, a distance of five miles, could not

have had the length and weight of oars of the first bank.

In the Republic of Athens, citizens are represented as skilled in rowing.
1 On the Revenues of Attika, 2. If this treatise is not by Xenophon himself, it at least

belongs to his period.

2 Scene painted on an amphora of the manufactory of Taleides (from O. .Tahn, in the

Berirhle iihpr /lie Verhandhwf/en licr koniffl. sBcks. Gesellsch. der Wissens. zu Leipzig, 1867,

pi. iv. l ). Three men are occupied in weighing bales of merchandise.
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a corporation ruling an empire. But if they were few in number,

how great was the emulation! "The world looked on at them;

they enjoyed the twofold advantage of small States and of great

theatres."
*

This empire possessed for its defence resources which seemed

to enable it to set tbe world at defiance.
2

It had for its fleet no

irreat river falling into the sea; the most important stream of

Attika was but a torrent, creeping through sands to the bay of

Phaleron. But Peiraieus was not far away, and it offered a

splendid harbor to three hundred triremes, equipped with a great

army of rowers, slaves, or mercenaries, gathered from every side,

metoilcoi, and even Athenian citizens. Add to these, thirteen

thousand heavy-armed infantry, citizens, and metoikoi, who could

take the field at a moment's notice; sixteen thousand youths or

old men. intrusted with the protection of the forts; twelve hun-

dred horsemen, including two hundred mounted archers and six-

teen hundred Scythian and Kretan archers on foot. Shipyards,

which Themistokles had begun, gave the opportunity for prompt

repairs when vessels were damaged, as often happened, on account

of the bad quality of the wood employed. Lastly, there were

ninety-seven hundred talents in the treasury, not to mention five

hundred talents represented by the offerings deposited in the

temples by the spoils taken from the Medes, and by the forty

gold" talents which decorated the statue of Athene. To this

important reserve must be added the annual revenue of the

State.

If the maintenance of armies at this period was less expensive

than it now is, because there were at that time very few engines

of war employed.3 and every citizen was expected to equip himself

at his own expense, it is nevertheless certain that forces like

i Madame de Stael. De la Lilk'rature. etc.. part i. chap. i.

* We enter into some detail as to tbe finances of Athens, because the other Greek States

had in less proportion and according to circumstances, similar receipts and expenses.

« With the exception of tbe tributes." says Boekta, Econ. palit. -A.-- Athen., n. 4, "the other

Greek States had the same revenues." The standard of Athenian currency was a piece of

silver the drachma, having an intrinsic value of about eighteen cents. (See Vol. I. p. o31.)

The talent, six thousand drachmas, was used for reckoning In respect to the advantage t»

foreign merchants of receiving coin at Athens instead of being reduced to barter, as at other

ports. the Rev. de VAttique, chap. hi.

s Perikles employed machines at the siege of Samos.
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those of Athens required large expenditure. The construction of

vessels, the pay of infantry, cavalry, and rowers, the salaries of

iudees, the indemnity citizens received for attending the assembly,JO **

gratuitous distributions of wheat, large expenses for festivals, and

for the great public works of Perikles, would easily take in time

of peace one thousand talents annually. How was it possible to

meet these expenses when they were increased by war?

In our old civilization, wealth acquired and transformed into

investments accumulates and increases with families who know how

LEADEN TESSERA.

-

TOKENS OF AGORANOMOI.3

to preserve it. Modern democracy aims at increasing the wealth

of the treasury in like manner, to diminish the taxes on necessary

articles, paid most largely by the poor, because they are the most

numerous. The Greeks, on the contrary, a young nation obtain-

ing wealth by commerce and industrial occupations much more

than by land-ownership, were averse to direct contributions. At

Athens there was great reluctance to tax property and labor,

except in cases of urgent need, as in 428 b. c, when the citizens

furnished the State two hundred talents.
4

The best revenue appeared to be that which was derived from

property belonging to the State, and from indirect taxes. In

cases of danger the Athenians relied on voluntary gifts, which

1 Leaden token, from the Bull, de Corr. helle'n., vol. viii. (1884). pi. iii. No. 64. Isiac

ornament between the caps of the Dioskouroi ; under it TPIQBO[Xo„]. Perhaps this was a

piece of conventional coin current in the temples.

2 Gorgon's mask, front face. Reverse, bearded head, right profile. Legend: AHM.

This bearded head is perhaps the Demos personified. (See Bull, de Corr. helle'n., vol. viii.

p. 7, No. 27.)

» Leaden tokens, from the Bull, de Corr. hellen., vol. viii., pi. i.. Nos. 24, 23, 26. No. 1.

Grasshopper; beside it the letters, ATO[pawJfii»»]. No. 2. Sea-horse; on his hack, a cornu-

copia; on bis breast, a human mask in profile; above, an incomplete inscription; around,

['A-yo]PANOM[o)i/]. No. 3. A caduceus and the letters ArOP.

* Thucydides, iii. 19: " Although they had among themselves for the first time raised a

contribution of two hundred talents." It has been thought by learned men that it was for the

first time during the Peloponnesian war that the f!<rrpopd was established.
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rarely failed, and on ordinary occasions they exacted money from

the rich. From aliens (mctoikoi) dwelling in the city, and traf-

ficking under the protection of its laws and its authority, a trib-

ute was required, the metoiMon, as compensation for the facilities

Athens furnished to their business ; and the slave owed a capita-

tion-tax, which the master paid.
1

THE LAUREIOX.2

In virtue of these principles there were at Athens seven

main sources of revenue.

—

1. The product of the domains of the State.— forests, pasture-

lands, farms, houses, salt-works, waters, mines, etc.
3 These domains

were leased for a term of years or forever, in order to save the

State the expense of creating an army of public functionaries to

administer them. The rent, was generally paid in silver. The

silver mines of the Laureion extended along the eastern coast for

a distance of about sixty miles between Anaphlvstos and Thorikos.

These mines yielded forty talents a year in the time of Themis-

tokles, and he applied this revenue to the construction of vessels.

During the Peloponnesian war there was a scarcity of men to

1 (In the condition of the metoiloi and of the slaves, see Vol. T. pp. r>72-.r>7i;

2 From a photograph. The view is taken from the northeast. The harbor and the

modern mills are seen. The present name of the plaoe is Ergastiria.

3 Tin temples, owned by the State or by the demoi. had their domains, whieh were also

leased to furnish money for the expenses of the cult.
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work them, but activity returned again with peace.' To citizens

and to aliens enjoying civil rights, the State granted permission

to work portions of the mines for about a talent ; but besides this

price, paid once, there was a farther tax of one twenty-fourth

of the product. Outside of their own territory the Athenians

A COURTESAN, A PLAYER ON THE LYRE.3

had the gold mines of Thasos, and those of Skapte-Hyle in

Thrace, which together brought in from two to three hundred

talents. The historian Thucydides was the proprietor of a portion

of the mines of Skapte-Hyl§, and wrote his history there. It

is possible that a rent was also paid to the metropolis by the

Merouchoi for the lands they had received from her.3

1 The scoriae left by the early miners an' still rich enough to be again worked with profit.

s Painting on the bottom of a cup of the manufactory of Euphronios, now in the British

Museum (.1 Catalogue nf the Greek nnrl Etruscan Vases in the British Museum, No. 882);

from W. Klein, Eu/ihronios, 2d edit., p. 98. The woman stands beside a man, who is seated

on a low Wine.

3 .Elian. Hist, car., vi. 1.
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2. Fines, costs, and confiscations. These receipts went very

high, for Xenophon implies that they were enough to pay the

salaries of the judges.

3. Customs. Taxes were levied at the emporion, where im-

ports were sold in bulk, and in the market-place, where the retail

traffic was carried on. All merchandise imported or exported by

sea was, moreover, subject to a duty of one fiftieth, or two per

THE CHOREGEION-
.

1

cent, the TrevT-qKoart],— always paid in silver, never in kind. 2 Cere-

als paid in importation about ten talents of raw product annually.3

Other merchandise, cattle, salted food, wine, oil. honey, metals,

etc., paid more. It is probable that every vessel paid one per

cent on the value of its cargo as port-dues, and that strangers

1 Pompeian mosaic, from the Museo Borbnnico, vol. ii. pi. 56. The choregeion was the

place where the chorus and the actors met to rehearse. In this Pompeian mosaic arc Been the

actors and dancers in a chorus of satyrs, standing around an old man, who is the ^opoSiSacrcaXos,

or choir-master. The flute-player has his robe on and his wreath; in the background one of

the actors is dressing, aided by a servant.

2 This tax in the year 400 n. c, after the great disasters, still gave thirty-six talents

to the State, and six to the farmer. This indicates transactions of a value of two thousand

talent- (Andokides, Vjmn the Mysteries, 28).

3 See l'errot, Le commerce des ceriales en Attique, in the Revue histor. vol. iv (1877).
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paid as much for the privilege of selling in the market. In

respect to commerce by land, we have no facts.

The exportation of the products of the soil, and of materials

needful hi the construction and equipment of vessels, was pro-

hibited. There was an exception made in respect to' oil, of which

larger quantities were made than were required for home con-

sumption. The sykophardai, informers against the exporters of

have had as disgraceful notoriety as the Roman delatores.

We may regard as part of the customs the toll of ten per

cent levied by Athens, at the passage of the Thracian Bosporos,

on the value of cargoes from the Euxine, by way of indemnity

for the expense of guarding these seas from pirates.
1

4. The tax on strangers domiciled at Athens (metoikoi). This

was twelve drachmas annually per capita for heads of families,

and six for children. The widow of a metoikos paid six drach-

mas. All freedmen were further subjected to a tax of three obols,

— probably the capitation levied upon each slave, and payable by

his master. A special tax was also levied on courtesans. The

metoikos who did not pay his tax was sold; but the condition of

the metoikoi was different from that of the isoteleis, who, without

enjoying political rights, were free from the tax on resident aliens,

and could plead in the courts and transact business without the

intervention of a patron (irpoo-ToiTrjs).

5. The tributes of the allies. These amounted in 438 B.C. to

six hundred talents, of which one sixtieth, one mina out of every

talent, was devoted to Athene, guardian of the public treasure.

In 425 B. c. this contribution was doubled, and on complaint of

the allies there was substituted for it a duty of one twentieth,

levied by Athenian customs-officers on merchandise which entered

or left all the ports of the allied cities. This plan led to many

abuses, and was soon abandoned. As early as the year 409 B. c.

the question of levying the tributes was again under discussion.
2

6. The civic tax. This was of two kinds,— the tax on prop-

erty, levied only in cases of urgent necessity ; and the leitourgia,

a tax upon property connected with personal labor, due by those

1 Demosthenes, Against Leptines, 60. This toll was re-established by Thrasyboulos after

the battle of Ai?os-Potamos (Xermphon, Hellen., jv. 8, 27).

1 Xenophon, Hellen., i. IS, 0.
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whose fortune exceeded three talents. Orphans under age were

exempt from the leitourgia, but not from the civic tax. There

were four principal leitourgiai,— the choregia, the providing and

training of the choruses for festivals and dramatic performances
;

l

the gymnasiarchia, the management of the gymnasia, which fur-

nished athletes for the games and contests in the public festivals

;

the hesiiasis, the entertaining at a banquet, at a man's own

expense, one of the Athenian tribes ; the archiiheoria, the leader

of the annual religious embassy to Delos or Delphi.

In addition to these leitourgiai, which were called encyclic, or

annual, there was also an extraordinary leitourgia, the trierarchia,

which was an obligation imposed upon the

richest citizens to provide for the arma-

ment and maintenance of the war-vessels

of the State, which itself furnished the

vessel and its rigging, and paid the sailors.
EVE OF TRIREME.'2 °° °

.

This tax on a man's income, on his capital

even, lasted, for each trierarch, but one year, but recurred again after

two years' interval. There were twelve hundred trierarchs, each

of the ten tribes appointing a hundred and twenty; and near the

close of the Peloponnesian war they were divided into twenty

classes (avfifiopCaL), each subdivided, according to property, into

sections of from five to sixteen persons, each section supplying

one galley, which was then commanded by one of the section.

Demosthenes, in 340 B.C., further modified this arrangement, that

it might not be too burdensome to the individual; but it still

remained extremely onerous. A citizen designated for a leitourgia

might throw it upon some other person, whom he asserted to be

richer than himself, by offering to make a complete exchange of

i The law fixed a legal age, forty years, at which a man might servo as choregos; and

other Athenian laws testify to a like scrupulousness. Cf. Aischines, Against Timarclws (Ora-

tores atliri of Didot, ii. 81).

2 From E. Curtius and Kaupert, Karten von Attika, i., Aihen und Peiraieus, p. 58. There

have been found on the eastern shore of the harbor of Zea, plaques of Parian marble shaped

like great eyes, which were evidently used to decorate the front of triremes. The eyea

(otpdaXnol) are more than once mentioned in inscriptions of the Athenian marine (Corp. inter.

Attic, ii. 791; i. 68 and 75: 3<£0aV°f Kariaytv, "the eye was broken." Cf. Bbckh, See-

wesen, p. 102). The dimensions of these marbles vary; they were painted, the iris with

red .-111.1 blue; in the centre of the pupil is a round hole through which was driven the nail.

probably gilded, which secured the decoration to the vessel. These marble eyes are up to the

present time the only fragments of an ancient trireme that we have.
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property. This was the dj/riSoo-is.
1 The trierarch whose galley

was ready first, received a wreath

;

2 and there was much rivalry

as to whose galley should be most elegantly decorated with

carvings.3

We must not suppose that these burdens were a penalty of

wealth, or that Athens respected wealth only so far as it crave the

people work and amusements, furnished to the army its cavalry,

and to the sailors ships whereon, with arms and

breast, they might defend the power of the

State. The leitourgiai had a religious and a

patriotic character ; for without them public

worship would have been reduced to cold cere-

monies, having but little influence upon the heart, and the edu-

cation of youth would have lacked that train-

(U«^^} m° which, in the citizen, prepared the sol-

dier. They were not, then, the result of a
TRIHEMIOBOLOS 5

. .....
fierce socialism, nor was their institution an

attempt to establish that equality which does not exist in nature,

and could not be realized even in Sparta.6 The State being con-

sidered as the magnified family, and the rich as the elder mem-

1 For further details as to the diri'Sotrtr. see Oration of Demosthenes Against Phainippos,

and that of Isokrates On the Ardidosis, with the learned introduction of E. Havet. A. Bockh,

who is far from being friendly to the Athenian democracy, does not object to the trierarchia,

the most expensive of all these leitourgiai, and the one which has called out the greater number

of declamations against the Athenians. He also remarks that the inequality of fortunes was

never great at Athens. We may add that this inequality, with its two-fold danger of creatine

a class too rich, often ambitious and servile, and a class too poor, servile also, and always ready

for revolutions, began to be apparent only in the time of Demosthenes. This orator says,

even, that citizens felt themselves rich enough when they had a capital of fifteen or twenty

talents, and could give a dowry of a hundred minai to their daughters. Even after the Thirty

Tyrants, there were not five thousand citizens without landed property (Dionvsios of Hali-

karnassos, Lysias, 32). In the best days of Athens there were few rich and few poor; it was

the nurea mediocrilas of Horace, good for the State and for the individual. Montesquieu

approves the leitourgiai! The syndikoi, of later elate, had tin- duty of defending the interests

of the treasury, like the Roman advocati fi.ici.

2 See, in the works of Demosthenes, the Oration for the Trierarchic Crown.
8 Thucydides, vi. 31.

* AIO. Pegasos galloping, front view. Reverse : Pegasos galloping to the left. (Silver.

Corinthian coin of about the middle of the fifth century.)
5 Pegasos flying to the left; underneath, the koppa, initial of Corinth: in the field, a

trident. Reverse : TPIH Oorgon's head, front face ; the whole in an incused square.

(Corinthian coin of about the middle of the fifth century.)
6 These burdens imposed on wealth possibly were its salvation, in deterring the Athenian

democracy from decreeing, as Solon did, an abolition of debts, or a depreciation of the

currency. See Vol. I. p. 533.
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bers of the household, they owed the State an assistance which

the younger, that is to say, the poor, could not give it. This

HEADING OF AN INVENTORY PREPARED BY THE TREASURERS OF ATHENE AND
OTHER DIVINITIES. 1

idea, that onerous offices must be reserved for the rich, was the

keynote of the financial organization of the Greek cities; and it

1 From R. Schone, Griechiscke Reliefs, pi. x. No. 54. The inscription {Corp. inser. All.,

ii. G43) begins thus: TdSf oi raplm twv Upav ^pr)f.aTu>v ttjs 'Adqvaias km tZ>v ah\u>v 6e£>v oi eVi

Aa^ijror npxow-oj . . . ( 400-399 B.C.). Athene standing at the left, her left hand leaning on

her spear, grasps the hand of a woman of the same height with herself, who leans on a sceptre.

This is neither a 'goddess nor the personified Council (/Jot/Ar}). it is the personification of the

College (<ipx>?) of Treasurers. See bas-reliefs represented earlier (Vol. I. p. 549, and p. 43

of this volume), representing Athene and Demos clasping hands.
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was a general custom in classic antiquity. 1 In the Fourth Philippic

Demosthenes says :
" It is needful that in times of danger the

rich offer their wealth to the State." They moreover found a

compensation in these expenses: men were thus made conspicu-

ous before the public, and were remembered on days of election.

7. Possessions of the gods. Lastly, the treasure of Athene on

the Akropolis. and that of the other gods, was an important

resource. In case of extreme need the State borrowed from the

goddess, on conditions determined by a law of 435 b. c,

which hxed the interest in such cases at H per cent.

This domain of the gods increased with the empire of

Athens, since each time a colony was founded, a tenth

of the lands was reserved for the temples.3 Also the ad-

ministration of this property was a very important office ; the

gods had their treasurers, who annually at the expiration of their

term of office gave in their report to the Council of the Five

Hundred, and transmitted to their successors a statement of all

the property of which they had had charge. In the time of Peri-

kles the treasurers of Athene and of the other gods formed two

colleges, each of ten members, chosen annually, one from a tribe

;

later, about 400 b. c, they were united in one.4

Almost all the taxes were farmed out to individuals or com-

panies, who made collection at their own risk. The tax of the

fiftieth alone brought in thirty-six talents to the State, without

counting the profits to the farmers, who made fortunes rapidly,

and were despised, as their class has always been.

The market {Emporion) had six porches, , of which one, the

Deigma (the Sample), placed under the care of inspectors (epi-

meletai), was the meeting-place of merchants, like the Bourse of

1 See Bull, de Corr. helle'n., January, 1887, p. 57 : and Historit ft' Romt . vi. 81-94.

- Engraved stone, found in Phoenicia (from Perrot and Chipiez, Histoire de I'Art. iii.

902).

3 Besides a sixtieth of the tribute of the allies, the revenue from her lands, the product of

certain fines, tin share which came to her from prizes, etc.. Athene received also dues in kind

on every death and birth,— a measure of barley, another of oats, and an obolos (Aristotle,

Econom.. ii. 2).

4 Butt, de Corr. helle'n., ii. 36 et sen.. That which belonged to the <_'ods was called

ra ifpa xfiTjiMTa ; the revenue of the State was ra u<ria. Likewise at Rome, Res sucrae et res

tanctae (Dareste, Plaidoyers politique* de De'mostk., i. 172). As to this question of conse-

crated property, see Homolle. Les archive* el I'intendance sacre'e a De'lox, 1887.
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Paris. Here were kept samples of all the commodities brought

into the docks, and upon them contracts were established.

In cases of disagreements between merchants, the inspectors

decided ; but where actual offences were charged, the heliasts were

required. In these cases, the citizen who made an accusation

received, if he gained his suit, one half of the sum paid ; if he

lost without obtaining one fifth of the suffrages, he paid a fine of

one thousand drachmas.

WORKSHOP OF BRONZE FOUNDERS. 1

It is not possible to estimate precisely the public revenues of

Athens. By some they are stated at one thousand talents ; Aris-

tophanes gives them at two thousand, but there can be no doubt

that this is largely exaggerated. We may remember, however,

that with the great building enterprises of Perikles there were

left ninety-seven hundred talents in the treasury. Now, silver

was worth eight or ten times more at that period than it now

is, and perhaps the difference in value is even greater than that

;

2

1 Fragment of a cup in the Museum of Berlin (A. Furtwangler, Beschreibung. Xo. 2,294)

from Gerhard, Trinksckali n und Gefasse, pi. xii. and xiii. (ef. O. Jahn, in the Berichte iiber

die Verhandhmg. der IcShigl. sachs. Gessellschafl der Wissenschaften zu Leip:ig, 1867, pp. 106

el seq.). At the left is a lighted furnace, on the top of which is placed a covered vessel, donht-

less containing metal in fusion. A workman, seated at the right, pokes the fire, while a boy,

behind the furnace, is using the bellows. A second workman stands waiting, leaning on his

hammer. At the right, a third is hammering on a statue of bronze which has been run in

separate pieces and put together; the head is still lying on the ground behind the earthen bed

on which the figure is placed. On the wall are hung objects and tools of various kinds,

—

hammers of different shapes, a long straight saw. models of a foot, a hand. and. near the fur-

nace, banging from a pair of horns, two heads, male and female, four little painted clay tablets,

and branches of foliage. Perhaps, as Jahn supposes (p. 107), these may be offerings, and the

furnace of the workshop a sacred place, like the domestic hearth.
2 Some writers place it much higher. To estimate the value of silver in the time of Perikles,

they multiply by twelve the figures which the old authors give us. This is the estimate pro-
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ASSARION OF CHIOS.1

DOUBLE ASSAKION OF CHIOS.2

it was then a revenue nearly equal to that of some European

kingdoms.

Another sign of public wealth, another resource for the State,

was the wealth of individuals. For all, prosperity had increased,

and for some, it was already too great.

In Solon's time a fortune of seven

talents was considered very large. In

the time of Kimon, the wealthy Kal-

lias paid a fine of fifty talents with-

out impoverishing himself ; Themisto-

kles had twice or thrice as much ; Nikias had a hundred tal-

ents, like Alkibiades, and more than

a thousand slaves, who labored for

him in the mines. If war emp-

tied the public treasury, individ-

uals then were able to refill it;

and we have seen that the gov-

ernment had no hesitation in ask-

ing from those who were able to give.

These fortunes did not consist in lands, for Attika, like all the

rest of Greece, was a country of petty agriculture and petty owner-

ship. The domains of Alkibiades, which did not exceed seventy

acres, were regarded as very extensive, and the entire country of

Attika scarcely furnished in wheat two thirds of what the popula-

tion consumed. Wealth was derived from commerce, handicrafts.

and banking, which distributed it among a great number of citi-

zens ; and it was so divided that Isokrates could say: " There is no

person who is poor enough to disgrace the State by mendicity." 3

posed by J. B. Say, founding it on the price of corn at that period. But by the inscription

mentioned on p. 631, n. 3, we sec that daily wages were a drachma, or about eighteen cents,

which, multiplied by three or four, would '_'ive the average value of day-labor in France at the

present time. And these would be too large multipliers applied to the three obols daily of the

public slave, furnished him for his food. The problem of the relative value of money is

marly insoluble. Even in France anil at the present day. is a five-franc piece worth as much
in Paris as it i~ in Brittany?

1 ACCAPION. Amphora; on the obverse a star. Reverse: XIQN. Sphinx, with lifted

paw. over a bunch of grapes : under, a club. (Rronze.)

- Em APX OYA nPEIMOY. Dionysos, standing, with ivy-wreath, holding a thvrsos and
a kantharos: in the field, two letters, a mint-mark. Reverse: ACCAPIA AYO. Sphinx, with
lifted paw, over a vessel's prow. (Bronze.)

8 Isokrates, Areop., 38: Bockh. book iv. cb. iii.

Vol.. II. 39
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TRIPLE ASSARION OF CHIOS.1

Athens did not share in the contempt of Sparta for the labor

of the hands. She had flourishing industries, and like the articles

de Paris of our time, her weapons, her work in metal, her furni-

ture, her leather manufactures were preferred in every market

;

her potteries were sent as far as Gades ; her works of art, books,

and woven materials, to every civilized country. As imports, she

received the fish and wine of the islands ; Tyrian glass and pur-

ple ; the tin which Phoenician ship-owners went to seek in far

countries ; the papyrus

of Egypt ; the gold, iron,

wool, and woven fabrics

of the Asiatic coast ; the

cereals, leathers, tar,

ropes, timber, and nume-

rous slaves, bought on

the shores of the Hel-

lespont and the Euxine.

Commerce, protected in all the Greek waters by the fleet, was

so flourishing that Isokrates calls Peiraieus "the market of all

Greece." And it was so, not only by the habits of the mer-

chants, but in virtue of laws and treaties. The allies had

engaged to send certain articles of merchandise nowhere else than

to this port, and it was recpuired that all vessels of Athenian

owners clearing from Peiraieus should bring back thither a cargo.

Athens had also another advantage,— an excellent coinage, highly

esteemed in all countries. " In most cities," says Xenophon,

••coin has only a local value, and merchants are obliged to resort

to barter. Athens is an exception; her drachmas are current

everywhere." 2 To maintain the credit of her coinage, she pun-

ished the counterfeiter with death.8 Also transactions in silver

were frequent. There were joint-stock companies, and those

who loaned money and received dividends. Bankers made ad-

vances on deposit of securities or of objects of value ;
they had

their books, in which were entered receipts and payments, their

1 XIQN. Apollo and Dionysos standing, one on each side of an altar. The former holds

a bow and a patera; the latter a thyrsos and a kantharos. Reverse: ACCAPIA TPIA. Sphinx,

with lifted paw, over a prow. (Bronze.)

- Revenues of Attika, 8.

8 Demosthenes, Against Timokrates, 233.
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GOLD.

Gold coinage. — The gold coins, first struck at Athens about the year 430 B. C, are the

following :
—

Grammes

Chryseos, or stater 1 (Xo. 1). Standard weight, according to Reule 8.60

Hemi-chryseos, or half-stater (Xo. 2) 4.30

Third of a stater (rpi'n;) 2.88

Fourth of a stater {rerapTTj) (Xo. 3) 2.15

Hekte, sixth of a stater (Xo. 4). See Bull, de Corr. helle'n., vi. 210 1.44

Demi-hekte (q/j«Vn;), or gold obolos (Xo. 5) 0.72

Three eighths of a hekte 0.54

Quarter-hekte, or half-oholos of gold (No. 6) 0.36

Eighth of hekte (Xo. 7) 0.18

Sixteenth of hekte (Xo. 8) 0.0!»

1 [The average weight of the Attic stater, according to Smith, is 132.5875 grains.— Ed.]

BRONZE.

Bronze coinage.— The coinage of bronze was begun at Athens in the archonship of Kallias,

in the year 406 n. c. These coins bore on the face the helmeted head of Athene, and on the

reverse the legend A6E, with one or two owls in an olive-wreath.

TABLE OF THE PRINCIPAL ATHENIAN GOLD AND BRONZE COINS OK THE FIFTH

AND FOURTH CENTURIES B. C.
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10

SILVER.

Silver coinage. — The silver coins in circulation in Athens at the close of the fifth and

during the fourth centuries it. c. are the following :
—

Grammes

Tetradrachm (No. 1). Standard weight, according to Beule 17.20

Drachma (No. 2) 4.30

Tetrobolon (No. 3) 2.88

Hemidrachma, or triobolon (No. 4) 2.15

Diobolon 1.44

Obolos (No. 5) 0.72

Tritemorion, three quarters of an obolos (No. G) 0.54

Pentechalkon, five eighths of an obolos (No. 7) 0.45

Hemiobolion (No. 8) 0.36

Trihemitartemorion, three eighths of an obolos (No. 9) 0.27

Tartemorion, a quarter-obolos (No. 10) 0.18

Ilemitartemorion 0.09

[The weight of the principal silver coins of Attika, according to Leake, is as follows: tetra-

drachm, 270.0 grains Troy ; drachma, 67.5 ; tetrobolon, 45.0 ; triobolon, 33.75 ; diobolon, 22.5 ; obolos,

11.25; tritemorion, 8.45 ; hemiobolion, 5.42 ; tartemorion, 2.8.— Ed.]

TABLE OF THE PRINCIPAL ATHENIAN SILVER COINS OF THE FIFTH AND
FOURTH CENTURIES B. C.
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correspondence, and if not letters of exchange, they had at least

clucks. Without having an official character, the hankers were

the depositaries of acts and contracts. They lent to the cities,

and took shares in government loans. 1 To this we should add

that the tax levied by the State was only two per cent ad valo

rem ; that its tribunals of commerce decided all suits during

the winter ; that the severity of legislation as to debts guaran-

teed the execution of contracts

;

3 that, finally, the high price of

silver, which was lent sometimes at eighteen per cent, and even

more, permitted capitalists rapidly to increase their fortunes.

1 (1. Perrot, Le commerce de Vargent a Athlnes. The current interest was one per cenl a

month, and in certain cases one and a half; in maritime advances, it was without legal limit.

2 Vase-painting (from Gerhard, Auserl. Vasenb., pi. 275). This figure is entirely nude;

the myrtle-wreath mi his head, and the fillets on his arm and leg, show that he has just, gained

a victory. On his left arm hangs, in a bag, a little vase containing oil, and to the right arm is

attached a hare, — probably a love-gift. The conqueror extends his hand to take a wreath

which is offered him by another young man who is standing before him, and, like himself,

wears a wreath of myrtle.

* I note, in passing, that contracts of rent were the same at Athens as with us.
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But what use was to be made of this power and wealth ?

When Perikles returned from Samos to Athens, after the reduc-

tion of the island, he delivered a funeral oration over the soldiers

who had fallen in that war. His words roused such enthusiasm in

the multitude that when he came down from the beina, the Athe-

nian women vied with each other in decorating him with garlands,

as the victorious athlete, returning from Olympia, was wreathed

with flowers. But Elpinike, we are told, reproached him bitterly

with causing the death of many good Athenian citizens in war.

not against Medes, Phoenicians, and other foreign nations, but waged

upon men of their own blood, and bound to them by treaties.

Her words show the change that had taken place within a

few years in the government of Athens. Perikles gave no fur-

ther attention to the Barbarians, who were now banished from all

Greek waters, and whom
he had no reason for

seeking in their Asiatic

home; and he severely

reproved those who were

beginning to talk of conquering Egypt or of attacking Sicily. Like

that sagacious Roman who prayed the gods not that they would aug-

ment the fortune of Rome, but that they would maintain it as it

was, he deemed it wiser to employ the resources of Athens in

preserving rather than in extending her possessions,— to turn to

advantage in ways of peace the strength that was now no longer

required. To the genius of commerce and of arts, Athens now

consecrated these seas no longer infested by pirates, and those

cities over which she extended her powerful protection. Sheltered

by this aegis, the Greek people gave themselves up to the fruit-

ful labors of civilization, guided in this direction also by the

noble city which had become their leader. For Athens the time

of foolish undertakings had not arrived. Devoting her whole

attention to art, literature, and commerce, she had renounced the

aggressive policy of Kimon, and had not yet adopted the adven-

1 Dichalkon of Chios (AIKAAKON). Amphora between two stars. Reverse: X1QN.

Sphinx, to tlie right, laying a paw on the prow of a vessel.

2 Tetrachalkon of Chios (TETPAXAAKON). Bunch of grapes. Reverse : XIQN. Sphinx,

to the left, laying a paw upon the prow of a vessel.

BRONZE COIN.1 BRONZE COIN. 2
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turous policy of Alkibiades. Herein lies the beauty of this period

in the life of the Athenian people, and the greatness of Pen-

hies, who presided over a prosperity at once so honorable and so

peaceful.

But this fortunate condition could not last. The State did

not rest on a base which was broad enough for it, and the cords

which united all parts of the empire were too tightly strained

not to wound. The taxes laid on the allies, their forced relin-

quishment of part of their lands to Athenian colonists, and the

obligation to carry certain of their suits into Athenian courts and

a portion of their merchandise to Peiraieus, constituted a triple

servitude, financial, judicial, and commercial, which could not fail

to cause the smothered anger which later burst forth during the

Peloponnesian war.

III. — The Athenian Constitution.

The constitution of Athens assumed in the time of Perikles

the form which it retained until the latest period of the city's

independence. Two principles were at its foundation : one, the

sovereign right of the people, who exercise legislative, judicial,

and administrative functions, or at least determine the direction

which the executive power shall take ; the other, the annual

change in the magistracies, filled by election or by lot.

Democracy, which to-day repeats the words of Louis XIV.,

L'Etat, c'est moi, had naturally among the ancients put that

doctrine in practice ; for in the case of small States surrounded

with dangers, security could only be found in a vigorous centra-

lization. The liberty, property, and life of the citizens— law,

justice, and morals— were all subordinated to the interests of

the State ; and the Roman formula, Salus populi suprema lex eslo,

seems to have been made for the Greek States. It has already

been said 1 that no surprise should be felt in finding at Athens

customs which appear to liberal minds singularly vexatious, such

as the leitourgia,— a heavy tax laid upon wealth. To the State

1 See above, pp. (J05-G07.
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the poor man gave, at need, his life; "it was equitable that the

rich should give his fortune ; and against this requirement, which

dates from the time of Solon and even earlier, no one protested,

except in cases where, instead of being a patriotic obligation, it

was made a means of vengeance against some Eupatrid whom his

enemies were seeking to ruin. Herodotos admires the government

of Athens. 1 Not so Plato :
" Consumed with a burning thirst for

liberty, which evil cup-bearers pour out undiluted and give her to

drink even to intoxication, the democratic State, b}" general

license, arrives at slavery ; extremes of liberty must sooner or

later bring the extreme of servitude." 2 But although Plato

speaks truly in respect to certain periods of the democratic life,

we must prefer, for an opinion as to the Athenian constitution in

the time of Perikles, the verdict of the historian who had seen

and compared so many different forms of government, to that of

the philosopher who was the friend of the younger Dionysios and

of the aristocratic party. It was the wise Aristeides who made

public office accessible to all the citizens, — a principle which

underlies the Politics of Aristotle ; it was Ephialtes who despoiled

the Areiopagos, the headquarters of aristocratic factiousness, of its

most important prerogatives, without, however, depriving it of the

public respect. A century later, Demosthenes says: "This tribunal

is the only one from which cases of murder have not been taken

away ; and never did unsuccessful prosecutor or condemned crimi-

nal accuse the Areiopagos of injustice." 3 In his Oration on the

Crown, he further mentions these two facts : An exile returns

illegally into the city ; the people, persuaded by his ingenious

plea, absolve him from wrong-doing in this return ; the Areiopa-

gos takes up the matter and condemns the offender. On another

occasion the people designate as deputy to the Amphiktyonic

Council the oi-ator Aischines, whose integrity is doubtful : the

Areiopagos declares that Hyperides is a more suitable person; and

the people, accepting the reproof and the new choice, make

Hyperides their deputy.4

1 See above, p. 520. 3 In book viii. of The Republic.

8 Against Aristokrates, 66.

4 This moral authority of the Areiopagos was of long duration. Aulus (lellius (xii. 7)

relates that Dolabella, a proconsul of Asia, sent to the Areiopagites of Athens a woman of

Smyrna accused as a poisoner, ut ad indices graviores exercilatioresque.
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Still more democratic than election by universal suffrage is

designation by lot; for offices open to all, still are rarely given by

the people to any other than their great men, as was the case at

Rome after the creation of the military tribuneship. We do not

know at what period this appeal to chance was instituted. Plu-

tarch speaks of it as ancient, and we know it was employed in

the time of Solon, of Kleisthenes, and of Aristeides. The lots were

1 Marble bust in the Museum of Naples (from a photograph). The identification of thii

bust is not positive. See Vol. I. p. 578.
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drawn in the temple of Theseus by the thesmothetai. 1 We are sur-

prised and shocked to see pilots thus chosen by accident; but this

proceeding, disastrous in a great State or even in a great city.

was without danger in a little city whose population was in

reality an aristocracy,2 where each citizen had an actual share

in the sovereignty, and every day received a political training in

the discussions of the Agora or the debates in the courts. More-

over, the most important functions were excepted from this gene-

ral method. The ten strategoi, who regulated all military affairs

and foreign policy, who even could prevent the meeting of the

assembly or could break it up.— who were, in a word, the true

magistrates of the city,— were always elected. 3 The same was the

case in Florence during the Middle Ages, where all offices were

drawn by lot except those of the Commission of War. which

remained elective. The archons and senators were selected by lot

from among those who had publicly announced themselves as can-

didates for these offices, which could not have been a long list

;

cases even were not infrequent where all other candidates gave

way before a citizen whose services pointed him out to the gen-

eral confidence. Also we may note that on presenting their

names, the candidates were obliged to undergo an examination

(SoKifiacria), of which the result might be a sentence of unworthi-

ness

;

4 that at the expiration of their office, they had to render

account, any citizen having a right to demand it from them

;

that during their term of office they were under the supervision

1 Two urns were placed before these officers, one urn containing white and colored beans

:

the other, the names of candidates. The successful candidate was the one whose name was

drawn at the same time with a white bean.

2 See above, p. 568.

8 In respect to these magistrates, see Hauvette-Besnault. Les stratiges athe'niens, 1884.

The commissioners for any fixed case were elected by show of hands (eiri^fipornvui). In these

instances the president of the assembly prepared a list of candidates, and the choice anions

them was made by vote.

4 Fustel de Coulanges, in his paper on Tirage au sort, gives a list of the questions addressed

to the candidate in the examination called dokimasia. He was asked : (1) if his ancestors

were Athenians for three generations both on the father's and mother's side: (2) if he pOB-

m il altars of Apollo (irarpaos) and of Zeus (epxeios),— that is to say. the domestic religion

of the ancient families, and the cult of landed property; (•'!) if he honored his ancestors, had a

family tomb, and regularly offered sacrifices there: (4) if he had made all the campaigns

required by law
;

(•">) if he possessed taxable capital, and paid taxes upon land, — a clause

which excluded poor citizens. Proofs of intelligence and political capacity were not asked for.

but the candidate was obliged to show that he belonged to an ancient and wealthv family.
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BRONZE COIX.-*

of the nomopkylakoi? who had the right to constrain them to

act in accordance with the laws ; and finally that, the appoint-

ment to office being made by lot. and canvassing thus suppressed,

ambitious men lost their most power-

ful means of action, and it was diffi-

cult for the government to fall into the

hands of a party; and a religious idea

was also attached to this designation,

— the lot seemed to indicate the will

of the gods. With the means at their

command, it was not possible for the ancients to obtain the votes

of a large electoral body, like that of the Agora, in any other

way than by show of hands on names pro-

posed by the president of the assembly. In

this way votes were given at Athens in the

case of the elective magistracies, and thus

the influence of the president became very

great, the choice being usually determined by

him. A selection by lot was therefore really more in the interests

of liberty, and the part left to chance was so restricted that no

great harm could possibly be done. Accordingly, Herodotos and

Plato approve of this system,4 which Aristotle and Montesquieu

regard as of the very essence of democracy. 6 "At Heraia, a city of

TRIBOLO.S.8

These questions show the religious and aristocratic character of the institution. We may

further add that misconduct, personal deformity, or an unpaid debt to the public treasury

prevented any man from becoming archon. and even from speaking in the assembly. It was

the arista. Cf. Aischines, Against Timarchos.
1 See above, p. 548.

2 Personification of the senate (IEPA TEPOVCIA). Diademed bust of the Genius of the

senate, right profile. Reverse : ANTIOXEQN. Fortune, standing, holding a cornucopia and a

rudder, under a tetrastyle portico. Coin of the city of Antioch in Karia.

3 Veiled head of Here, left profile. Reverse: EPA, between two wavy lines, edged with

dots. The whole in an incused square. Coin of Heraia.
4 Herodotos. iii «0 ; Plato. Lairs, book vi.

6 Montesquieu, Esprit des Lois, vol. ii. chap. ii. Aristotle, Politics, vi. 5, says: "It is

good that public offices be assigned, some by lot, others by vote. The former opens to all men

an honorable career, the latter gives the State good magistrates. Curtius regards selection by

lot as the only means of destroying the spirit of faction, and adds (i. 314) : -Fur die bewegte

Zeit ihs Kii istlienes gab es heint segensreichere Einrichtung als ilif Lonsurnf. Sie Iiatte eine

beruhigende und versohnende Macht. Das Loos tear ettvas den griechischen (HHtern genehmes

;

durrh das Loos Hess man din Cotter entscheiden, welche Bber dim WohU der Stadt wacliten."

Many writers have thought that a ihoice by lot was very ancient (Plutarch, Perilcles, 1 and 9 >.

but that only nam.-- of men "f high family were put in the urn. This is possible, since Deme-



620 HISTORY OF GREECE.

Arkadia," says Aristotle, " voting for magistrates was abolished, and

they were selected by lot, for election had hitherto given the au-

thority only to makers of disorder." 1 At Rhodes the priest of the

Sun was chosen by lot

;

2 at Syracuse all the magistrates were thus

selected after the Athenian expedition. The same method was em-

ployed in the distribution of charity, which with us is a matter of

THE RISIXG OF THE SUN (HELIOS).8

careful choice. Three inscriptions, recently discovered, mention leg-

acies made to the senate of Aphrodisias, to be distributed among two

hundred citizens chosen by lot.
4 One of the most vital sentiments

in Greece, at Athens especially, was that of equality. Herodotos

tells us this.
5 The importance in many places given to designation

by lot makes it even more manifest. But we must hasten to recog-

nize the fact that this singular electoral system is possible only in

trios of Phaleros asserts it. However, I cannot doubt that when the people needed a man of

ability to conduct their affairs in critical moments, they by some means gave him the authority.

We need not attribute to the men of those times constitutional scruples which we ourselves do

not possess.

1 'Htpoftro toi'5 (pi&evonivovs (Politics, v. 2. 9).

- Dull, fie Corr. helh'n. (1885). p. 99.

8 Vase-painting (from T. Panofka. Musee Blacas, pi. 17). Helios, young, beardless, with

radiate head, rises from the waves in a chariot drawn by four winged horses. At sight of the

god the stars of night, under the form of nude boys, plunge precipitately into the sea (cf. Iliad,

v. 6); onlv the morning-star, standing erect under the horses' feet, sinks slowly.

4 Ibid., p. 7 7.

6 See above, p. .
r)20.
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BRONZE COIN.1

LEADEN TOKEN.*

very petty States where there is no hungry crowd, and all the citi-

zens, having about the same mental culture, could, without serious

inconvenience, be called to certain public functions. At Athens,

to persons thus selected were assigned

only inferior offices. The archons and

the senate, deprived of then- judicial

authority, indicted only fines of small

sums, and the Areiopagos had its for-

mer jurisdiction only in certain cases

of homicide.2 As all military and polit-

ical authority had passed to the strategoi, so almost all civil and

criminal jurisdiction was given to the five thousand heliasts,
8 who

were divided into ten sections, drawn by lot

for every case, which rendered venality im-

possible ; sometimes many thousands in num-

ber, which prevented intimidation ; and with

secret vote, which did not, indeed, hinder the

condemned person from cursing his judges,

but certainly prevented him from taking revenge on any. The

archon who had been the examining magistrate in the case pre-

sided over the court. Thus came into exercise the great principle

of the division of authority, which Rome and the mediaeval period

never recognized.5

To propose laws was the prerogative of any citizen, on condi-

tion of severe responsibility. Before presenting a new law, an

orator was obliged to examine carefully to see that it was not in

i The senate personified (BOYAH). Female head, laurelled and veiled, right profile.

Reverse: KIBYPATQN. in three lines surrounded by a laurel-wreath. Coin of Kibyra in

Phrygia.

- A.8 it was impossible to eall together five hundred heliasts to judge in minor cases, there

were appointed in the tribes forty diatetai, magistrates or arbitrators, who went through the

demoi and decided cases where not over ten drachmas were involved. The magistrates could

also impose lines to the amount of fifty drachmas; the senate to the amount of five hundred.

* Aristophanes, in Tkl Wasps (662), speaks of six thousand heliasts, including the extra

thousand in reserve to fill vacancies. Before the arguments began, the heliasts took an oath

that they would impartially listen to both sides.

• Leaden tessera (from the Monvm. dell' Inst, archeol., vol. viii. pi. 32, No. 57). On the

obverse, an owl in a laurel-wreath. A6E. On the reverse the letter A. indicating the section

to which tin' bearer belonged. (See tabletsof heliasts represented, Vol. I. p. 547.) The heliast

exchanged this tessera for his daily salary (fuaOm Sutao-nicoj.)

'
It was not till a very late period that Rome seriouslj effected a separation between civil

and military powers.
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contradiction with any law already existing ; or if such contradic-

tion existed, he must know it, and obtain the necessary change,

so that the unity of legislation should be maintained. If he

neglected these precautions, he might be prosecuted, and receive

severe punishment.

We have already mentioned the guardians of the laws, the

seven nomophylakes, whose office was established after the reform

ATHENIAN BALAOTS. 1

of the Areiopagos by Ephialtes. and who had a right of veto

against acts and propositions which were contrary to existing

laws. This was what may be called the conservative force of the

Athenian community.

Athens had many other public officers. Some had charge of

the sacred buildings; others watched over the public order in the

city and the markets, the verification of weights and measures,

1 From the 'E^r^fpir apxatoXoytKrj. 1862, tab. 4fi ; and W. Vischer, Kleine Schriften, vol. ii

p. 288, pi. 15. (Cf. Annali deW Inst, arched., 1861, p. 388, tav. d'agg. M. G.) "The ballots

were of bronze, with a little shank in the eentre ; in some this shank was solid, in others it was

hollow." This description by Aristotle, quoted by Harpokration (.«. v. TfrpcTn/ziew/), corre-

sponds perfectly with the representation given above; these disks moreover bear the inscrip-

tion yjrri<f>os Snfwvla,— ballot of the public vote. Aristotle says that after the arguments on both

sides had been heard, two ballots were given to each judge, one pierced, the other while : the

former indicated condemnation, the latter acquittal; and in depositing it. the judge held it in

such a way that no one could see of which kind it was. The K and the T engraved on the

other face of the circular disk are perhaps letters indicating the scries, like those we have

seen on the leaden tessera and the heliasts' tablets: but two of the ballots bear the let-

ter M(40), which manifestly cannot designate a section of the heliasts. See Bull, de Corr.

full,,,., vol. xi. (1887) p. 210.
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matters connected with the tithes, etc.,— astynomoi, agoranomoi,

demarchoi; the latter aided by the agronomoi, keepers, and hyloroi,

foresters. Forty magistrates. Si/cao-rai /cara Stj/xous, decided cases

which were not carried to Athens. All these functionaries were

designated by lot, but were subjected before entering upon office

to the dukimasia. The judicial organization of Athens was com-

THE PEOPLE ANI> THE COUNCIL PERSONIFIED. 1

pleted by the tribunals of commerce, by arbiters which the parties

selected and paid, diatetai, and by the ancient court of the ephetai,

whose jurisdiction,
2 renewed in 409 b. c, was still in force in the

time of Demosthenes. 3

In the mechanical world, engineers increase the strength of the

controlling agency, as they augment the force of the machine. So

it should be in the political world. But while matter is obedient

to science, statesmen obey passion more readily than wisdom.

However, at Athens, notwithstanding the changes made by Kleis-

1 Bas-relief carved at the head of an honorary decree, of which we have only two letters

of the first line: 6E ro(] (from Scheme, Criechische Reliefs, pi. xvi. Xo. 75). In presence of

Athene, who Stands at the left, holding a wreath, the Council personified (jiovXrj) and the

People crown the person in whose honor the decree is issued.

Vol. I. p. 521.

» C. I. A., vol. i. Xo. 61.
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LEADEN TOKEN. 4

THE PEOPLE PERSONIFIED.*

thenes, Ephialtes, and Aristeides, the constitution retained much of

the conservative force given it by Solon.

The legislative power belonged to the general assembly, which

met two or three times a month, and in the time of Demosthenes

four times in each prytany. 1 But by how many bonds had that

democracy bound itself which it has been usual

to represent as so fickle and mobile !

2 At first

it could vote only on a proposition of the sen-

ate,
3 or Council of Five Hundred, which deter-

mined what is now called the order of the day

;

5

and if a change was desired in any law, it was necessary to refer

the matter to the nomothetai, a legislative committee,6 so that the

judicial body of heliasts, who applied

the law, and from whom the nomo-

thetai were selected, exercised its in-

fluence upon the law itself, and could

put a stop to the errors or rashness of

the general assembly. Hence, to slip

in illegally among the heliasts was

to usurp a sovereign right. Pyrrhos, a member of one of the noblest

families of Athens, the Eteoboutadai, but a debtor to the treas-

1 The prytany, a tenth part of the year, was from thirty-five to thirty-six days in length.

The debtor to the State who had not paid his dues by the end of the ninth prytany was

imprisoned (Demosthenes Against Timokrales, 4i>).

2 As to these delays, see Demosthenes' Oration on the Embassy, 186.

8 This restriction was afterwards removed or fell into disuse, as is proved by examples

which Sehomann gives, De Comitiis Atheniensium, p. 98 ; but when did this occur? We know

not. The most ancient example is of the year 405 (Xenophon, Hellenics, i. 7).

4 Leaden tesserae, from O. Benndorf, Beitrage :ur Kenntniss des attischcn Theaters, No.

39, and the Monum. dell' Inst, archeoh, vol. viii. pi. 32, No. 281. 1. Figure of a man standing to

the left with the chlamys, helmet, shield, and spear; in the field: PPYjVai/W A. 2. Shield,

on whose edge are placed two owls, diametrically opposite each other ; in the field : TPYTANEA
(Upwaveia). These are tokens of presence that the prytaneis exchanged for his day's pay

(fuo-6bs fiovXtvTiKos), which was a drachma.
6 The senate was composed annually of five hundred citizens over thirty years of age,

who were designated by lot, fifty from each of the ten tribes. This body having a right, of

supervision over the entire administration, it was before the senate that candidates for public

office underwent the dokimasia, or perhaps, fur certain offices, before the heliasts, as was the

ease in the time of Demosthenes (Against Boitos and Against Timarchos). The twenty-eight

senators of Sparta were called " masters " (Seo-mWat), — a word which Athenian ears would not.

have endured.
6 See Vol. I. chap. ix. § v. Demosthenes (Against Timarchos, 27) says that to examine a

proposed law a thousand nomothetai were appointed. (See later, ad arm. 403.) For other

cases they were much less numerous. (See Andokides, On the Mysteries, 84.)

7 AIIMOC. Laurelled, beardless head on tl bverse. Reverse: KAIC KIRYPATfiN.
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iirv, and on that account suffering under atimia (a loss of civil

rights), being discovered seated among the judges, was seized and
put to death.1

Street

o o o o o o o

Portico and city wall

GREEK HOCSE AT DELOS. 2

Military successes have often proved fatal to liberty. How
often, as the Koman general . said, has the clash of arms drowned

Zeus Serapis seated to the left on a thronr. and leaning on a javelin; at his feet an eagle.

(Bronze coin of Kibvra, which assumes the title Csesareia (KAI 1 -' apeia ). probably in honor of

Augustus.)

1 Demosthenes, Ar/ainst .'\fiihas, 182.

8 Plan of a Greek house of the Becond century is. c. ; from the Bull, de Corr. helle'n., vol.

viii. (1884) pi. 21 (P. Paris). The house is of oblong shape, f)2 feet by 61, of regular outline,

except at the southwest corner, where there is a recess. The door, about five feel wide, opens

vol.. if. — 40
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the outcry of the injured law ! The popular victories at Marathon,

Salamis. and Mykale, on the contrary, extended the public liberties.

It was under their influence,, and under the direction of Aristeides,

Ephialtes, and especially Perikles, that the constitution was trans-

formed, and became at once so free and so well-balanced,— an

image of the soul of him who gave it this great character ; of the

mighty and reserved orator, of the prudent and innovating states-

man : a vast yet self-controlled force.

Perikles knew that in souls of a mean order poverty debases

and degrades ;
* that it instigates tumult, putting into the heart

of him who has nothing, hate and envy against those who have

;

that, lastly, it furnishes the rich with the means of bu}-mg up

partisans, by gifts bestowed for selfish ends. He therefore strove

to have every citizen possess a livelihood. The poorest were sent

away as colonists, and became landowners in the new country. 2

Those who remained in the city found ample support in laboring

in the arsenals and the public works with which Perikles adorned

the city ; in the extensive commerce of which Athens was the

centre ; in the pay of an obolos -per diem which the judges received,3

and all who attended the assembly; and lastly, in the military

in the southern wall, anil gives access to a vestibule with white mosaic floor, into which two

rooms open,— a small room on the western side, and one much larger and with two doors, on

the eastern. From the vestibule and also from these two rooms there is access to the gallery,

in the centre of which is a square court with mosaic pavement, and surrounded with columns.

This court is built over a central reservoir hermetically sealed, and is in a degree cooled by

this body of water. In the stylobate there are also two cisterns, of which one. at the western

corner, may have served as a cellar. Opposite, on the eastern side of the house, is a beautiful

hall, with a door almost nine feet in width, opening into the gallery, and another into a smaller

adjacent room. The arrangement of the northern part of the house is less certain. An exam-

ination of the broken stones lying on the floor of the house leads to the conjecture that a sec-

ond peristyle was built above the first, and consequently that the house had a second story.

Plainlv it was the abode of people of wealth. It was paved throughout with white mosaic,

except the inner court, where the mosaic was party-colored. The walls, it is true were of

rough rubble and mortar, but the whole interior was lined with stucco in light blue. pink, or

yellow. Marble was also used in various places, especially in the decoration of the great

hall which looks into the interior court. This was the most ornamented and also the best-

lighted room in the house, for there were, it is evident, no windows, and all the light came from

the court. We may remark that in the time of Perikles there was no house in Athens so

sumptuous as this.

1 Franklin savs vigorously : " An empty bag cannot stand upright."

- Plutarch ;i"ert~ this {Perikles, 11). and the decree for the establishment of the colony

of Rrea. between 444 and 440 B.C.. proves it. We find that the colonists wen 1 to be taken

from the last two classes, the thetes and the zeugiltti {Corp. infer. Attic, vol. i. 31 B.).

8 Aristotle. Politics, ii. 10. As the young men were called away on military duty, it was

for the most part the old men who served on the tribunals.
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ATTIC DIDRACIIM

service, which was well recompensed. In the mild climate of

Attika. the cost of clothing, food, and lodging was much less

than in more northern regions. Every year a squadron of sixty

galleys was kept on a war-footing

for eight months, and garrisons were

established in many posts. The foot-

soldier received two obols a day as

pay, and as much more for provi-

sion-money ; officers received twice as

much ; cavalry-men three times, and

generals four times as much. Gratuitous distributions of wheat

(but not periodically made, as at Rome), and sacrifices offered at the

State's expense, where at times as many as three hundred oxen

and five hundred goats

were slaughtered, gave the

people assistance, without

feeding them in idleness.

Two things we find in Ath-

ens only, of all the cities

of antiquity ; namely, the

State supported citizens

who. by age or illness, were

unable to provide for themselves,3 and maintained the children

of those who had given their lives for their country.

Among these measures, that of allotting pay to the judges

ATTIC TETRADRAC'HM.-

1 Head of Athene, right profile, as on coins of Athens. Reverse : AINIANQN.
Pheneos, armed with a sling, throwing a stone to the right : his sword hangs at his side, and

two javelins are at his feet : AMEMMnTOS is a name of a local magistrate. (Coin of the

Ainiancs of Thessaly. British Museum.)
- Helmeted head of Pallas Athene, right profile. Reverse: KNQ2IQN. Owl standing

on an amphora. In the field, the labyrinth, as symbol. The types of this coin of Knossos in

Krete arc imitated from those of the Athenian tetradrachms.

8 Aristotle, Politics, ii. 6 ; Lysias, trtpt tov dSvvdrov. The senate examined applications,

and the assembly made the apportionment ; payment was made by the prytany; and at each

prytany the senate made a new examination. (C'f. Bdckh, vol. ii. chap, xvii.) This charity.

at lir>t an obol daily, later became two obols. The judges received no more. When, on the

approach of Xerxes, the Athenians took refuge at Troizen, that city allotted them for their

support tin obol daily (Plutarch, Themist., 10). An obolos was about equal to three cents

of our money. Accordingly, one of the most pressing anxieties of the Athenian government

was to keep the price of food as low as possible. The Athenian vessel which had loaded with

wheat in the Crimea was not at liberty to seek the best market for it ; the cargo must be landed

at Peiraiens.
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and to members of the general assembly for every day's actual

attendance has been severely blamed, although the stipend thus

received was only a third of what the State paid for the food of

the slave employed in public works. It has not been sufficiently

remembered that this aristocracy which was called the Athenian

people, managing in its courts of justice and in its assemblies,

not its own affairs merely, but those of half the Greek world,

had a right to receive indemnity for the time it employed in the

service of others. For a time the honor of these functions might

have been, and was, sufficient pay. The citizen, owing to the

State in time of war his property and his life, would naturally

feel that in time of peace he ought freely to devote to the public

service his time and his intelligence. " When the noble Myro-

nides was living," says Aristophanes, " no one was paid for serv-

ing the State." This might well be the case so long as Athens

remained a city ; it was no longer possible when, having become

an empire, she imposed heavy obligations even upon her poorer

citizens. These persons, required to leave their fields or their

places of traffic to occupy themselves with the common interests,

had a right to an indemnity, and legitimately received it. It has

been well said by Aristotle that to bestow money upon the popu-

lace is to pour water into a cask which has no bottom.1
It was

so in degenerate Athens and in imperial Rome ; but in the time

of Perikles, Athens applied, as we do, the principle of compensa-

tion to the functions of government, of the army, of the adminis-

tration of justice, and to political bodies, the senate, the ten orators

of the government, and the general assembly, which, placed at

the head of the empire, was only a representative body more

numerous than those of modern States. The indemnity paid to

the senators was a drachma for every day of attendance.2

From this resulted irregularities which were the delight of

1 Polit., vi. 5.

- The indemnity, or compensation, for daily attendance in the general assembly, has been

erroneously attributed to Perikles. It seems to have originated on the motion of a certain

Kallistratos. concerning whom we know nothing else. The same custom existed at Rhodes

(Aristotle, Polk., v. ">), at Iasos in Karia {Bull, d, Corr. helle'n., viii. 21s). and probably

in a great number of Greek cities. We find it in the last days of Greece, in the Achaian

assembly. The principle has been adopted in modern times; and is it not unjust to consider it

objectionable as applied to the public assembly of Athens at a time when, owing to the nature

of the Athenian power, that assembly had a representative character?
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the satirists and the Cynical philosophers ; but these reproaches

were well founded only at the time when this provision, having

., i/j^mmfm•

PUBLIC WEIGHTS. 1

outlasted the circumstances in which it originated, ceased to be

legitimate. When Athens had lost her empire, and no longer

1 Athenian weights, of lead, from the Monum. dell' Inst. archeoL, vol. viii. pi. xi\ ., Nos. 70,

4">, and 64. The largest (79) weighs 4 lbs. lj^ ounces; it, has two inscriptions : AEMO[(rioi/], and

in the centre, around a helnieted head of Pallas, the word WleTpovofiuiv. This is a standard

weight bearing the stamp of the public officer in charge of weights and measures. There were

fifteen of these officers, ten resident at Peiraieus, and five at Athens. The second (4"j) weighs

4 ounces and a fraction, and has an inscription around the fore part of the tortoise: rjiiiTirap-

tok The third (64) weighs about 2 ounces, and has in an incused square the inscription

fUTpo[voiMi}v] in retrograde letters ; at the side is a half crescent.
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had other affairs than her own to administer, instead of abolishing

the indemnity established for the assembly, the Athenians ang-

SCfLrTOR. 1

mented it from one to three obols

;

2 and Aristophanes asserts

that Kleon proposed to raise it to five.
3 Thus institutions which

were at first good are perverted; that which was legitimate and

1 Vase-painting from O. Jahn, Berichte der kSnigl. sachs. Gesells. der Wissenschqften :u

Leipzig, 1867, pi. v. Xo. 1. A sculptor (e',>^°yAv0os), nude and crowned with myrtle, is finish-

ing the pedestal of a hermes, holding it between his knees. He is working with a chisel, and a

hammer hangs upon the wall. In the field is an inscription : "l;r[7r]apxoj (caAoj.

2 Aristophanes speaks of the triobolon for the ekklesia only in his Assembly of Women,

represented in 393, and in the Ploutos, performed after being rewritten, in 390. Bbckh

(book ii. chap, xiv.) estimates this expense, when the indemnity was three obols. at thirty or

thirty-five talents annually [$3,600,000 to $4,200,000]. Probably, however, in fixing at eight

thousand the number of persons habitually present at the assembly, he greatly overstates the

fact, as later he himself was aware. If we call the annual expense twenty talents, it is not

lame, nor did it exist in the time of Perikles, and possibly not even during the Peloponnesian

war. The salary of the judges was at first one, and later three obols, the latter being the

amount allotted by the State for support of the public shares. Aristophanes, in the Arhar-

nians, says that three drachmas a day, or thrice the pay of a day-laborer, was the salary of

the ambassadors sent into Thrace. But here be exaggerates, fur the deputies sent to Philip of

Macedon, after an absence of nearly three months, received only a hundred drachmas apiece

( Bbckh, Staatshaushaltung, i. 37). From all these facts we draw the conclusion, that the Athe-

nian democracy paid its public servants very poorly, and demanded much from the rich.

8 The Knights, 797.
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HEMIOBOLION'. 1

TRIOBOLOX.4 HEMIDRACHMA.8

just, ceases to be so ; the State becomes enfeebled, and falls under

the weight of ancient rights which have degenerated into abuses.

There is, moreover, a comparison of importance bearing on

this subject which has not heretofore been made. In the time of

Perikles the wages of the day-

laborer were a drachma.— thai

is, about nineteen cents ; the

obol, the sixth of a drachma,

being equivalent to three cents

and a fraction. Now, it is evident that no one could live on an

obol a day, since the public slaves received three obols from the

State for their support. Moreover, there was great industrial activ-

ity, its productions

were highly val-

ued, and there was

work for every

man.3 It has been

erroneously be-

lieved that at Athens, as at Rome, all kinds of industry were re-

served for slaves; on the contrary, we know that the Athenians

neglected none of the advantages derived from labor and traffic.

Sokrates was a sculptor, at least for many years, and that he

remained poor all his life is due to the fact that he abandoned

labor for philosophy. Kleon was a currier; the fathers of Soph-

okles, of Demosthenes, and of Lysias were sword-makers ; Anytos

was a tanner, Psammenes a jeweller

;

6 and many other in-

1 Hemiobolion of Lamia in Thessaly. Youthful head of Dionysos, crowned with ivy, left

profile. Reverse : AAMIEQN. Amphora ; at the right, as a symbol, the vase called prochous.

» Lion's bead, to the left. Reverse: HPA. A club ; under it two ivy-leaves. (Obolos of

Herakleia in Thessaly.)

» All testi iiv goes to show that the slave was very mildly treated at. Athens. But, his

food and lodging, and the interest on his purchase-money, represented at least an expenditure

of a drachma pi-r iliem on the part of his master; hence we conclude that the mother of

Euripides, a poor seller of herbs, and the mother of Aischines, also a woman of low class, had

no slaves, and that many Athenians, similarly situated, were compelled to labor for their

daily bread.

* Laurelled head of Zeus, right profile. Reverse: AINIANQN. l'haimeos, wearing the

chlamys, fighting with a javelin, and holding in the left hand bis petasos, which he uses as a

shield. Coin of the Ainianes in Thessaly.

« Youthful head of Dionysos, crowned with ivy, left profile. Reverse
:
AAMIEQN. Am-

phora: at the right, as symbol, the vase called prochous. (Coin of Lamia.)

• Demosthenes, Against Midias, 21. The orator rlyperbolos was a maker of lamps;

Enkrates, a '!<:il>-r in oakum ; Lysikles, a seller of sheep, etc.
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stances might be mentioned. Many employers had slaves work-

ing under them, but many also gave employment to men of free

condition. Sokrates, who himself did not labor, except in his own

way. approved of manual industry.2 In The Birds, Aristophanes

speaks of the cock, whose matutinal crow calls from their beds

1 Engraved stone and vase-painting (from O. Jahn, Berichle . . . <ler kdnigl. sacks. Gesells.

der Wissenschqften zu Leipzig, 1854, pi. i. 4 and 1). Before a closed furnace, on the top of

which are two vases, a young man is seated, finishing a vase which he holds in his left hand.

The painting represents the interior of a pottery. At the right is the furnace, surmounted by

a masque of a satyr. A workman stirs the fire, and another brings a heavy sack of coals;

both figures are entirely nude. The next figure is that of the epistates,OT superintendent.— an

old man clad in a mantle and leaning on a long staff. At the left other workmen are funning

to be later put in the oven. One, seated on a low stool, is moving the wheel, on which

an older workman is fashioning a jar: this has already assumed shape, and the artisan holds

it with his two hands, the left inside, the right outside. When so far completed, the vase is

exposed to the air and sun : thus the figure directly behind the superintendent has an unfin-

ished vase in his hands, which he is carrying to place in the sun. Finally, with its handles

and neck finished, the vase is carried to the furnace. At the extreme left a workman is com-

mitting one to an assistant for this purpose. Cf. Birch. History of Ancient Pottery, p. 177.

2 Xenophon, Mi in., i. 2, 56.
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smiths, potters, curriers, shoemakers, bathing-masters, sellers of

flour, makers of lyres and of shields. All these put on their san-

dals, and hasten to the workshop while it is yet dark. 1 It was to

the advantage of many men to gain at least the drachma by a

day's labor, rather than to reduce their earnings to the one or

two obols whi;h they received for their presence in the prqjonged

sessions of the public assembly or on the tribunal of the heliasts.

With time the daily stipend was increased. In 329 B.C. (and

doubtless much earlier) it was two obols; 2 the judges' pay was

likewise increased, and the triobolon became the fixed rate.

These facts confirm what has before been said as to the legit-

imacy of this stipend, and the comparatively small numbers of

persons regularly attending the assembly. But with all possible

justification of Athenian institutions, a very serious charge still

remains.

The problem which political economy has to solve is that of

putting the individual in a position to display all his faculties,

and the community in a position to make all individual powers sub-

servient to the common good. Of the State we should ask at the

present time nothing except to guarantee complete security of per-

son and property by a wise organization of the army, the judi-

ciary, and the administration. This at least is the ideal in the great

modern States; but it was not so in ancient times. Athens did

indeed secure to her people the largest political liberty, and to

the individual the freest development of the abilities given him

by nature and education ; hence that was the city in which the

human mind attained its highest eminence. But, as in many

other Greek cities, it was believed that wealth imposed certain

special duties upon those who possessed it; and a time came when

the rich, menaced in their fortunes by the enormous increase of

maritime armaments and of public festivals, conceived a hatred

for the institutions which ruined them, and cursed the democratic

government which they sought to overthrow.

Athens lacked, moreover, the most essential of all the condi-

l Lines 488-492.
'- On this question, see in the Bull, de Corr. hellen., viii. 194 et seq., the <rreat inscrip-

tion recently discovered concerning the accounts of the temple of Eleusis, with the com-

mentarv hv Foucart.
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tions which make States tranquil, — stability. Its magistrates

were appointed by lot, and changed annually. What a difference

between the Roman senate and the Athenian,— the latter con-

stantly renewed, and made up at hazard; the other unchanging,

and composed of men who had all had the management of public

affairs. It would be by a miracle of good sense if in the midst

of this incessant change the people had any continuity in their

designs

;

l and miracles of this kind were performed only as the

multitude in rare cases accepted the sway of one man or of

several men whose minds possessed the wisdom which was lacking

in the institutions of the State. Men like this are rare, but

Perikies was such a man.

IT. — Embellishments of Athens.

The Roman Emperor Augustus and Louis XIV., the king of France,

encouraged among those about them a taste for art and literature,

elevating to the mind, ennobling to the feelings, and giving the

reality, or at least the outward show, of personal dignity and

self-respect. That which these sovereigns did for their court,

Perikles did for entire Athens, and, more than any other ruler

who ever lived, concerned himself with the lofty interests of the

mind as much as with the well-being and the power of his

people.

Athens had received from the events of her history the char-

acter of a democratic community ; it was needful, by a great

system of education, to diminish the differences in mental culture

among the citizens, so that moral equality would furnish guar-

antees of the good use to be made of political equality. Perikles

instituted contests of music for the Panathenaia,— those solemn

festivals at which were present the whole population of Attika,

—

where runners, athletes, and poets strove for the honorary wreath

1 A dangerous proposal, defeated by the Five Hundred, might be presented the following

year to their successors and find favor. Notwithstanding the law, orators, especially in the

fourth century B. C, made propositions directly to the public assembly, without the preliminary

examination bv the Senate.
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offered by the State, and where, according to law, were read aloud

to the people the poems of Homer and the Perxika of Choirilos,

the Samian slave who sang of liberty and victory, and who, it

is said, received at Athens a piece of gold for every line of his

poem. 1 Perikles increased the number of festivals until the city

had, Xenophon tells us, more than any other Greek State,— eighty

a year ; not eighty days of idleness and dissipation,
2 but great

MUSICAL CONTEST.3

national solemnities, during which the most refined pleasures of

the mind were associated with the most imposing display of reli-

gious pomp, artistic achievements, and natural scenery. There

painters, orators, and poets vied with each other in commemora-

ting glorious or hallowed scenes ; there the stage, notwithstanding

its satyric and comic drama, was made by the great tragic poets

a school of morals and patriotism ; and there were sung the verses

which moved the Syracusans and Lysandros, and twice saved

Athens and the Athenians.

1 But Choirilos came to a bad end, falling into the companionship of Lysandros

(Plutarch, Lys., 18).

4 The wild and orgiastic festivals of the Boiotian and Thracian bacchantes were never

popular at Athens.

3 Vase-painting (from Bcnndorf, GriechiBche und sicilische Vasenbilder, pi. xliii., 4 a).

Two figures, wearing wreaths, stand at the left on a platform; tin- first sings, the second

accompanies him on the double-flute. A third figure, also wearing a wreath, is seated at the

right ; this is perhaps the judge.
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The dramatic representations at Athens were originally, as later

at Rome and in the Middle Ages, religious festivals. It was believed

to be important for the city's prosperity that these solemnities

should be celebrated with a magnificence pleasing to the gods.

Spectators hi the theatre and worshippers at the altar were both

fulfilling a religious duty. Hence the theatre of Dionysos was so

constructed that it could seat the entire population. At the reli-

gious mysteries of the Middle Ages all who lived in the parish

were expected to attend, as in Athens; and also, as in Athens,

ARMED RACE. 1

the rich were required to meet the expenses of the representation.

In each case the theatrical representation was a h itourgia.
2 This

is apparent even in the most daring comedies of Aristophanes,

where, amid the coarsest dialogue, is interposed a chaste prayer.

To secure the attendance of every Athenian, Perikles re-estab-

lished the ancient custom of free admittance to the Dionysiac

theatre,— at least in the case of the poor; he established a fund,

the thearikon, which paid in their stead two obols (about six

cents). Like many of his institutions, this was later perverted.

This fund for the public amusement was enormously increased,

that all the festivals might be made the more magnificent; and

a law pronounced penalty of death against any orator who should

i Vase-painting (from Gerhard, Auserles. Vasenbilder. pi. 256. -257). Four runner?, with

helmet, shield, and -reave-, are nearing the goal, where stand two figures, one of whom is

doubtless the judge. The tripods at the right and left show that the race was part of some

festival celebrated in honor of Dionysos. Cf. p. 347.

- In a description of the performance of the mystery of Saint Martin at Seurre, in 1496.

we read that command was made by the mayor and aldermen, with sound of trumpet, that no

man should dare to do any labor of whatsoever kind during the three days that were to be

occupied by the representation (Onesime Leroy, Ltude sur les mysteres ; see also Magrun.

/.- s Origines rfu theatre nioderne).
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propose to employ this fund for expenses of a war. Perikles

could not have anticipated this unfortunate extravagance. Mon-

tesquieu says, in referring to the best of laws which become harm-

ful: "It is not the liquor itself which is corrupt, but the dregs."

The Athenians of the time of Demosthenes were not those of

the Periklean age.
1

^o^i^ickifGnJiGiJf^

VICTORIOUS LUTE-PLAYER.'

However, there is need of reservation even upon this point.

Those who have so severely blamed Athens and Perikles for

extravagance have always made exception as to the expense of

the public buildings and other decorations of the city. The

weight of their censure has fallen on the festivals and spec-

tacles. They forget that the expenses of a State are not deter-

mined by the requirements of actual necessity, but also by the

1 Demosthenes complains that the celebration of the Panathenaia or of the Dionysia cost

more in his time than n military expedition (Phil., i. 50).

2 Vase-painting (from A. Dnmont and Chaplain, pi. 16; ColUgnon, Catal. des vases peints

,ln Mas,. a\ la I '"'"I. (TAthenes, So. 539). In the centre, standing on a platform, is

a youth, looking t<> the right. He wears a l"tv_' robe and a rich tunic girt around the waist:

he ha< a fillet aio unci his head. In the right hand he holds a lyre ail.. inc. 1 with fillets; in his

the plektron. At the right, seated in a chair, is the judge, also with a fillet on his head ;

he hoi. Is a staff in the right hand. At the left, a Victory is bringing two long fillets, which

she i- about t.> attach to the player's head.
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BROXZE COIN". 1

demands of public opinion, which are quite as imperious as the

former. What in our time is given to individual comfort and

luxury, the Greeks gave to the State and to

religion. Their houses were small, and very

simply furnished ; but the temples were

stately edifices, the statues of the Olympians

were of gold and ivory, and the most pre-

cious hangings decorated the habitation of

the god. What was it that made a Greek

city famous? Its exploits in the past: and

in the present, after its power, its public build-

ings and its spectacular displays. The more brilliant and nume-

rous these were, the greater was the renown of

the State, the more certain seemed the protection

of the gods. Nor were the Greeks deceived ; the

money that a people expend in patriotic or re-

ligious festivals is very quickly repaid to them.

Great pageants inspire noble thoughts, because they

awaken noble emotions in the depths of the soul.

They should be a part of a people's education ; but to our mod-

ern communities they are a thing unknown.3

It was essential that Athens should be worthy of her people

and of her empire. To embellish the city with immortal works.

IVrikles made no scruple of employing the money of the allies'

treasury. " So long as Athens fulfils her engagements by exercising

BROXZK COIN". 2

1 HPAKAEQTAN MATPOC AHOIKQN nOAIQN. A theatre filled with spectators. At

the right, on a platform, a statue of Herakles : in the centre, a victorious athlete ; at the

temple, in the foreground, the facade of the theatre; in the background, the spectators on

benches. (Reverse of a bronze coin of Herakleia in Bithynia, with the type of Gordian the

Pious.)

2 A6HNATQN. View of the theatre of Dionysos at the foot of the Akropolis ; above it

the grotto decorated by Thrasyllos, then the wall of Kimon; above, the temple of Athene, and

at the left, more remote, the roof of the Propylaia. (Reverse of a bronze coin of Athens.

Beule. Monnaies d'Athenes, p. 394.)
8 The theatre of Athens could scat thirty thousand spectators; at least so Plato, in The

Banquet, affirms. Mr. Grote very justly observes: -The Tln-oric fund wai essentially the

church-fund at Athens. — that upon which were charged all the expenses incurred by the State

in the festival- and the worship of the gods. The Diobolv. or distribution of two oboli t<> each

present citizen, was one part of this expenditure, given in order to insure that every citizen

iportunity of attending the festival and doing honor to the god." The author

of the treatise On the Revenues of Atlika (vi. 1) expresses this thought when he says that if his

plans should be adopted, the festivals could be celebrated with greater magnificence.
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LEADEN TESSERAE. 1

an effectual protection, no man lias a right to call her to account,"

he said. The people and the city took advantage of this facile

morality. A crowd of workmen of every trade found opportunity

for lahor and le-

gitimate gain in

the great work-

shop which Peri-

kles opened to

them.2 Some-
thing like trade-corporations were organized under leaders, for the

purpose of quarrying and hewing the marble, casting the bronze,

working in the gold, ivory, ebony, and cedar em-

ployed in the construction of the public buildings,

or the statues of the gods, in carving the rich

decoration of the temples, or decorating them with

brilliant paintings.

Perikles invested with the superintendence of

these works the sculptor Pheidias, who, like Alex-

ander, had lieutenants worthv of beiny; themselves

supreme in command. The Parthenon, or Temple

of the Maiden, all of Pentelikan marble, and called also the

Hekatompedon, because of the length of the cella (one hundred

Greek feet).4 was the work of Iktinos. Koroibos began the temple

1 From the Monum. dell' Inst, archeol., vol. viii. pi. 32, No. 231, and Benndorf, Beitrage

zur Kenntniss des altischen Theaters, plates Xos. 15 and 46. These tesseras were exchanged

fur the two obola of the theorikon. Xo. 1 was given on occasion of the Panathenaia, as

appears from the inscription FANAf^raiW), under a prow of a vessel. Above is a star. The

Teasel is in allusion to the regattas which made part of the festival; the star is Sinus, the star

of the month Hekatombeon. The second tessera, with the word Ovala, gave a right to a

dure of the victims offered in some sacrifice. No. 3 bears on the face the inscription 'Apre-

fu8[os ^]a)<T<p6p[ov], around a lighted altar; on the reverse, the words ['A](Jiji/a N/k[i/], around

a trophy. In the epigraphic texts of the fifth century B.C. we have more than one example of

a distribution of two obols in honor of Athene Nike : AiafleXia 'Adijmia Nikjj (Corp. inscr. Attic,

vol. i. Xo. 189 a, 1. 3 and 6).

2 See later, near the end of this chapter.

8 This head is copied and enlarged from the Strangford shield,— a marble copy of the

shield, decorated with carvings, which Pheidias gave to the chryselephantine statue of Athene,

and on which he represented his own head. Later will be given the shield itself, from a

photograph.
4 This makes the Greek foot 1 foot 0.135 in. (C'f. S. Reinach, Manuel de philolotjie

danique, ii. 161, 9<j.) The Parthenon was about 228 feet in length, loi feet in width, and 66

Feet in height to the top of the pediment. It had eight columns in front, and seventeen on each

side, the corner columns being counted twice. It was finished in 435 B. c.

PHEIDIAS. 8



640 HISTORY OF GREECE.

of Eleusis, one of the largest in Greece. Kallikrates superintended

the construction of a third wall, which divided into two the long,

broad avenue leading from Athens to the sea, so that in case an

enemy should gain one, the other would still remain for commu-

nication between the city and her seaports.
1 The Milesian Hippo-

THE ERECHTIIEIOX.2

damos completed Peiraieus,— the first city in Greece built on a

regular plan ; the first also whose commercial prosperity and

defence were secured by immense and costly works. Inscriptions

recently found at Peiraieus show that the dockyard could held

three hundred and seventy-two vessels. The Odeion. destined for

musical contests, was built on the model of the tent of Xerxes;

and the Erechtheion, the masterpiece of Ionic, as the Parthenon is

the masterpiece of Doric architecture, was rebuilt. To the archi-

1 The two walls from Athens to Peiraieus were 23,400 feet in length; the wall to Phaleron

was 20,800 feet.

- From a photograph.
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tect Mnesikles was due that magnificent vestibule of the Akropolis,

the Propylaia, which, built entirely of marble, cost two thousand

and ten talents,— mure than the annual revenue of the State.
1

THE PROPYLAIA.2

However, many murmured at the great expense incurred in

these works. The rich especially blamed a prodigality ruinous to

the treasury, and talked loudly of the rights of the allies, whose

tributes were employed "in gilding and adorning the city, like a

coquette covered with jewels; in erecting magnificent statues; in

building temples, of which a single one cost a thousand talents."

1 Nearly two and a half million dollars of absolute value. The Parthenon and the Odeion
were bnilt before r.ir, B.C.; the Propylaia before 481, but were not completed. The Pelopon-

ri war prevented also the completion of the Erechtheion, ami the temples of Demeter at

Eleusis, of Athene at Sounion, and of Nemesis at Rhamnous.
'-' From a photograph. The view i- taken from the west.
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Perikles, it is said, silenced them with a word. "Athenians," he

said one day in the assembly, " is it your opinion that I expend

too much?" "Yes," was the outcry from every side. "In that

case," he replied, " I myself will bear all the expense, and my
name alone, as is just, shall be en-

graved on all that I build." A
feeling for true glory stifled the un-

worthy complaints. The people

with one voice cried that Perikles

had done well, and that he should

go on in adorning the city, without

sparing money.1

The anecdote cannot be taken

as literal, for Perikles never could

have said that he would pay a thou-

sand talents into the treasury ; but

the sentiment attributed to the peo-

ple was genuine. Another anec-

dote, no more authentic, also shows

the public feeling which really ex-

isted. According to Valerius Maxi-

mus there was a discussion between

Pheidias and the people as to the

material to be employed in the sta-

tue of Athene. The sculptor pre-

ferred marble, because it remains

in perfection longer ; but he chanced

to add that marble would be less

expensive,— whereat the people, as if economy towards the gods

would be impious, cried out for him to be silent, and bade him

make the statue of gold and ivory, and of the purest gold
;
and

granted him for the ornaments a weight of forty talents.
3 One

ATHEVE, CALLED THE PALLAS LENORMANT.-

1 An inscription tells us that in a single year the treasurers of the sacred fund gave

thirty-four talents for the purchase of gold (C. /. A., i. 299).

2 Marble statuette now in Athens; from a photograph. It bears the name of Charles

Lenormant, who was the first to recognize in it a rude reduction of the statue of Pheidias. In

1KN0 there was discovered at Athens a statue which is a more exact and finished copy of the

Pheidian Athene; it will lie represented later.

3
I take the lesser Bam : it i> also said In have been forty-four talents.
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pardons much to a people who consent to spend the wealth acquired

by labor or in war. not, as did the Roman populace, in the rude

sports or sanguinary contests of the amphitheatre, but in noble works

which have been the admiration of centuries. We should remember

also, and thus acquit Perikles and the Athenian people from the

charge of mad prodigality, that with all these works of art there

were also works of utility,— the three walled roads uniting Athens

to her seaports, the fortifications of the citadel, and the arsenal

and docks of Peiraieus. which alone cost a thousand talents ; more-

over, that, by reason of the strict economy which had governed

these expenditures, a reserve of ten thousand talents still remained

in the treasury.

V.— The Athenian People.

T'nder Persian compulsion the Athenians had done great things,

and for two generations they continued to walk in the same paths

of heroism. Perikles did not show them the way in this, but he

induced them to continue in it, and this noble labor suffices to his

fame. It must be said also that no man had ever more illustrious

assistance. Nature, lavish towards her favorite people, had gath-

ered in Athens the most brilliant assemblage of eminent men.

They gathered there, as in the intellectual capital of the world,

and made it their home ; and no more brilliant flash of civilization

has ever lighted up the world. What an age it was, truly, when

were assembled in one city, as the companions of Perikles,

—

Sophokles and Euripides, Herodotos and Thucydides, Meton and

Hippokrates, Aristophanes and Pheidias, Sokrates and Anaxagoras,

Apollodoros and Xeuxis, Polygnotos and Parrhasios,— in a city

which had but lately lost Aischylos, and was soon to possess

Xenophon, Plato, and Aristotle

;

J a city which, moreover, to make

the illustrious dead its own, erected statues to their memory.

Pindar, who remained unhonored at Thebes, sat in bronze at

Athens under the royal portico, a book upon his knees, in his

1 Aristotle was not an Athenian by birth, but he studied in Athens, and taught there for

thirteen years. Perikles was accustomed to invite eminent foreigners. Lysias tells us that his

father, Kephalon, visited Athens at the suggestion of Perikles.
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hand a lyre, and a diadem upon his head! What should we
expect the pupils of such masters to be ? What they were, — the

masters of Greece. Thucydides says that Athens was at this time

the instructress of Greece, as she was the source of its supplies. 1

. i.

U 12 13 14 15 17

FRAGMENTS OF AN ATHENIAN LITCRGIC CALENDAR.2

Behold this fine democracy going from the theatre of Sophokles

to the Parthenon of Pheidias, or to the bema where Perikles

speaks to them in the language of the gods ; listening to Hero-

dotos, who recounts the great collision between Europe and Asia,

— Hippokrates of Kos, and the Athenian Meton, of whom one

founded the science of medicine, and the other, mathematical

1 Athens was the greatest market of cereals in the world. At Peiraieus the island people

and many States of the mainland sought their supplies. Annually the cities sent thither the

first-fruits of their harvests. On this subject see Perrot, Revue hi&toriqw , May-June, l s 77.

2 From Botticher, PhUologus, vol. xxii. (1865) pp. 385-420. The groups or single figures

indicate the festivals celebrated in each month. The calendar begins with the month Pyanep-

sicm. at tin- autumnal equinox, and each month has its zodiacal sign. I. PrANEPSION (Octo-

bi-r-Xovember). Procession of the eiresiorte (olive-branch surrounded with wool), at the

festival of Apollo. A father (1), one of tin- Eupatrids, follows his son (2), who carries the

branch. II. The Lenaia. Vintage and wine-making. Vintager treading the grapes (3).

Dionysiac lonephoros (4). Sign of the Scorpion (5). MAIMAKTERION (Xoveniber-December).

III. Festival of Zeus, ytapyot. represented by a team of working oxen. Inspectors (6, ').

The oxen and the sower (8, 9). Sagittarius (10). Poseitikon (December-January). IV.

Annual cock fisht in the theatre. A man and a woman (11. 12). representing the Athenian

people diverting themselves by the sisht of a cock-fight. Three athlothelai (13, 14, 15) seated

l>ehind a table, on which are five pairs of wreaths or palms: before them two cocks fighting.

<'<ijiricornus (17). The month Gamelion is lacking. Anthesterion (January-February).

V. The Anthesteria. A man wearing a crown (18). The Ram, bearing Phryxos. For (he

entire monument, see the article Calendarium of C. E. Ruellc, in the Diet, des antiq. gr. el

mm. of Daremberg and Saslio.
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POET.2

astronomy; 1 Anaxagoras, who eliminates the idea of God as distinct

from matter; Sokrates, who establishes the principles of morals!

What lessons were these ! Art, history, science, poetry, philosophy,

— all take a sublime flight. There is no place for

second-rate talent here. The art that Athens honors

most is the greatest of all arts,— architecture ; her

poetry is the drama,— the highest expression of poetic

genius, for it unites all forms in itself, as architecture

calls all the other arts to its service. At this for-

tunate moment all is great, the power of Athens as well as the

genius of the eminent men who guide the city and do it honor.

As we might expect, a patriotic pride animates this people,

exulting in the beautiful city which is their home. Even the

obscurest man in Athens feels himself a person of

importance, seeing no difference in education between

the rich and the poor, and having his vote in the

sovereign assembly, where rarely more than five

thousand voters were present. He makes the law,

and he also puts it in practice in these tribunals

where half the Greek world come to be judged by

him. He listens to the ablest orators ; he discusses with Pheidias a

question of art, and decides in the dramatic competition between

Euripides and Sophokles. Daily the Athenian sees his vessels sail

away from Peiraieus,— some for the Euxine, for Thrace or Egypt

;

others for the Adriatic, or the Italian or Sicilian coasts. Turning

from the sea, which is his domain, and looking around him, he

beholds Athens adorned with edifices befitting the greatness of her

empire ; and among his fellow-citizens he sees so little destitution,

so much mental and bodily activity, that he says to himself, " My
people are the greatest on land also." And this proud cry is but

the echo of what all men think. '
; A simple and independent life

1 Concerning Hippokrates, see chap. xxii. Sect. II. Meton constructed on the Pnyx, in

483, a rjkiarponiov, or solar calendar, which marked tin- day of tin- summer solstice, and lie estab-

lished the cycle of nineteen years. (WaKniSfxafTjfpi's, or " the great year," of 23r> months, or 6,9-10

<la\ -. called also the Golden Number. This year of :i<i"> days, | plus ,J
5

. was a little too long.

a Portrait busl of an unknown poet. Laurelled head, right profile; under it, a tunny-

fish, symbol of the coins of Kyzikos. The reverse is an incused square. (Coin of electrum.)

* [*A&;]NAIQ[j']. Athene, standing before an altar and making a libation. The altar is

under an olive-tree, around which is curled the serpent Erichthonios; on the tree is an owl.

(Bronze coin of Athens. Beule, Monnaies d'Atlienes, p. 286.)
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was appointed to every one among the Greeks," says one of the

interlocutors in the Deipnosophists of Athenseus ;
" but only the

Athenians knew how to find the immortal road." Athens at that

time was indeed the city of Athene, the armed goddess of intellect.

This o-ood fortune of Athens was due to her geographical

position and to the happy blending of the diverse elements com-

posing her population; but also, and in a much greater measure,

to the illustrious men who were her sons, and to the system of

LESSONS IN MUSIC AND GRAMMAR IN AN ATHENIAN CLASS. 1

education which formed them. It was not a very learned train-

ing, and incurred no risk of smothering the child's mind under a

mass of information useless to his age. It was adapted in every

way to encourage the full development of the faculties, and main-

tained an equilibrium between the education of the body and of

the mind. For the State's security it was desired to strengthen

all physical virtues,— the capacity of enduring fatigue, strength

in wrestling, speed in running, skill in the use of weapons; for

the State's greatness, the moral qualities were to be developed by

keeping the boy's mind in what may be called an atmosphere

i Cup signed by the painter Douris, in the Museum of Berlin (A. Furtwiingler, Beschrei-

bung der Vasensammlung, etc., No. 2,285) ; from the ArchSol. Zeit., 1873, pi. 1. (The opposite

side is represented on p. 210.) At the right is the paidagogos ;
he is seated, and turns his head

to look at the pupil, who is standing before his master. The latter holds a triptych and a

stylos; he is perhaps correcting a task. At the left a pupil is taking a music-lesson. In the

field are hung a roll, a diptych, and a lyre ; it is difficult to decide what the other object is, —
it has the form of a cross.
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SILVER COIN.1
.

saturated with heroism. At the palaistra, the ephebos strength-

ened his body by gymnastic and military exercises. At the gym-
nasium he lived with the poets, inspired singers of gods and of

mortals who had overpassed the common limits of humanity. His

masters were Homer, Aischylos, Sophokles, who fed his soul with

noble thoughts; the gnomic poets, whose sentences

were the expression of ancient wisdom ; and the

lyrics, who dwelt in the high regions of the hu-

man ideal. Masters such as these taught him to

love his country with absolute devotion, to avoid

vicious courses, to shun the errors and the crimes

that Nemesis pursues even in king's houses ; at the

same time studies less severe,— music, singing,— gave the lad that

feeling of harmony and fitness which was in art and letters a

characteristic of the Athenian ge-

nius. To the age of eighteen or

twenty the epheboi learned, — in

fortresses, the principles of attack

and defence ; on the frontiers, the

vigilance of the sentinel in an en-

emy's country ; in the public assem-

bly, a citizen's duties ; in religious festivals, a respect for the gods

;

in patriotic solemnities, that due to citizens who had died for

the country. They were initiated into public affairs while still

busy at their studies ; and to these future citizens of the freest

country upon earth was taught, above all things, the spirit of

self-sacrifice. On the day when they received from the State their

weapons, they took the oath engraved in the temple of Aglauros,

which ended thus :
" I swear to leave the country after me, not

diminished, but made stronger." 3

BRONZE COIN.2

1 Ephebos, nude, on horseback; above, 2A; below, *IAIAPX02, a magistrate's name.

(Reverse of a silver coin of Tarentum; on the face, the hero Taras on a dolphin).

2 Lais, Corinthian courtesan. Head, with waved hair knotted at the neck. Reverse:

COL. L. IVaI. COB, (Colonia Laus Julia Corinthus). Capital of Doric order, supporting a

group which represents a panther devouring a ram. (Bronze coin minted near the close of

the Roman republic.)

8 See Vol. T. pp. S64, 5G5. We know the Epheboia only ;i« it existed in the Macedonian

period: but the word- of Perikles prove that it existed in the fifth century B.C., and doubtless

much earlier.
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We have seen, in the enumeration of leituurglai} that the rich-

est citizens were not exempt from duties as to the training of

children. An inscription mentions services rendered by Derkitos.

a contemporary of Demosthenes, who had taken under his super-

vision the schools of the demos Eleusis.2

While the Athenians had, it is true, the vices which are

developed by slavery, a soft climate, and the facile morality

APHRODITE.3

derived from their religion ; while the seclusion of women (less

strict, however, than has been believed) resulted in a twofold

corruption, which scandalized neither Sokrates. instructing the

hetaira Theodota how to make her trade lucrative, nor Xenophon

and Plato, speaking without displeasure in their Banquet of a

1 See abovr y. 604.

2
. . . ojrwr av ol iraidfs naiScvoivrat o't ( v ra Brifia. Later, at Teos (C. /. G-. No. 3,059 and

Bull, rle Corr. In lli'n.. iv. 110), at Delphi (Haussoullier, Jl'ill. <le Corr. helle'n., v. 157), and doubt-

less elsewhere, there were masters paid by the State and appointed by the public authorities.

Rome had at first, like Athens, onlv free schools; but under the Empire there were professor-

ships at the expense of the State. See History nf Rome, Index, under the word "schools."

5 Copper plaque, of Roman work, from the Arcfiaol. Zeit. (1862), pi. 166, No. 4. and p. 304.

Aphrodite is seated upon a galloping ram: above her are the Pleiades, which mark the spring;

behind her, the dove, the favorite bird of the goddess.
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vice unknown in the time of Homer ; while, it cannot be denied,

far from the noble train who surrounded Perikles, there was a

• Bohemia " of which Alkibiades was the leader, and while in

the Agora there were men " who walked too fast or spoke too

loud," 1 and in Peiraieua rascals who cheated the customer or

caused artificial fluctuations in values,2— we must yet say that it

is proper to make allowance for that Oriental sensuality which

is found, in every age of the world, in countries where the sun

warms all Nature into glowing life,
3 that in rich States there

are always profligates leading vicious lives, and that in every

period of the world men are seen hastening to be rich by dis-

honest means. In their satyric dramas, even in their most admired

comedies, the coarse language and unbecoming gestures disgust us ;
*

and the Heavenly Aphrodite of Sokrates, who through love inspires

men to noble actions, does not enable us to forget the Earthly

Aphrodite, much more popular, who delighted in immorality.5 But,

as we shall shortly see, the drama of Aischylos, of Sophokles, and

1 Theophrastos, 4. It was the characteristic sign of ill-bred men.

* In his Etudes sur les antiquite's juridiques d'Athenes, Caillemer says, speaking of Peiraieus:

" We seem to be transported into some great maritime city of modern times, for here are the

same contracts, and the same frauds and dangers, that we find to-day. Here, letters of exchange

are drawn on foreign parties, and indorsements are added, to strengthen the credit which attaches

to the signature of him who draws ; there, a bottomry bond is made between a banker and a

ship-owner; and while vast interests are committed to the borrower, he, on the other hand, is

protected from the dangers of the voyage by a kind of imperfect insurance ; elsewhere, specu-

lators make use of late information to affect the market (Lysias, Against the Grain-Sellers, § 1 4).

Here, a sailor accuses a captain of barratry for having sunk his vessel in order to escape paying

the loan in bottomry; there, traders are setting in circulation false rumors, which will affect

the grain-markets and give opportunity for dishonest gains (Id., ibid.. § 14). Associations are

formed for farming out taxes, or for exploitation of some industry. Some make a fortune, and

unexpected reverses impair the credit of others and cause bankruptcies " (E. Caillemer, Des
institutions commerciales d'Athenes au siecle de De'mosthene, pp. 15-16).

8 Demosthenes, or the unknown author of the Oration against Neaira, says, ad fin.: "We
take a courtesan for our pleasures, a concubine to take care of us. a wife to give us legitimate

children and a respected house." This is not very moral : but very nearly the same thing was

usual in Rome, and it would indicate progress were there such a rule in the harems of the

Mohammedan world.

4 Aristophanes and the Secret Museum of Naples have given Greek artists a very bad
name. Letronne. in his Lettre sur la rareUd.es peintures licencieuses dans I'antiquite', seeks to

exonerate them, pleading extenuating circumstances, and greatly reducing the number of cases.
r

- See in Xenophon. The Banquet. 8, the distinction between Aphrodite Ottrania and

Aphrodite Pandemos. Pansanias (vi. 25, 1) saw, in a temple in Elis, a celestial Aphrodite of

ivory and gold by Pheidias (otpavta). with one foot on a tortoise, "to signify," says Plutarch

(Conjugal Precepts, 82), " two great duties of a virtuous woman, which are to keep at home,

and be silent :
" and in a grove outside the temple, a brazen Pandemos Aphrodite by Skopas,

seated on a goat.
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of Euripides was a great school of morals as well as of patriotism,

and the teaching of the philosophers carried the human mind to

the greatest heights it is able to attain.

In respect to domestic life, we know that polygamy was pro-

hibited, that there were few or no eunuchs at Athens,1 and that

Solon forbade speaking evil

of the dead, under penalty

of a fine payable to their

children; 2 hence we have a

right to conclude that the

Athenian family, if not so

strictly constituted as iu

Rome, was at least on a much

higher level than in the East.

Such was the force of the

tie of consanguinity that, in

questions of inheritance, kin-

ship was recognized to the

most remote degree both

in the direct and the collat-

eral lines ; that in case of

need a posthumous adoption

might keep the family in

existence ; and that in civil

affairs any agreement contrary to morals or public order was con-

sidered null and void.
4 Notwithstanding the famous instances

of public severity, the basis of the Athenian character was "sym-

pathy, compassion, and gentleness."
5 The works of charity which

APHRODITE AND EROS. 3

i In the Protagoras of Plato, the house-porter is a eunuch : but there is no doubt he was

bought in Asia.

» Plutarch. Solon. 21 ; Demosthenes. Against Leptincs. 104. Besides the fine due to the

family, another fine, of double the amount, was due to the State.

8
"

Relief from the eastern frieze of the Parthenon, from a cast and Carrey's drawing (cf.

Michaelis, Der Parthenon, p. 259). Aphrodite, veiled, has her left arm on the shoulder of the

youthful Eros, who leans against her. The goddess herself leans against Peitho. The upper

pari of her figure is known to us only as drawn by Carrey: for the rest of the figure and for

the Eros, we have the casts that Choiseul-Gouffier brought to France, which were probably

made by Fauvel.

* Uareste, Plaidoyers civils de De'mosthine. ii. 2.

5 Demosthenes, Against Leptines, 13-1 7; Against A ndrotion, 51, 57 ; Is6kratea,Antidosis,20.
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the Athenians perfonned were many: Demosthenes himself boasts

of having ransomed captives and aided poor citizens to give dow-

ries to their daughters.
1 Many others no doubt did the same,

—

a few, from religious motives;

and others, to establish a repu-

on which would serve them

in the general assembly. But

when we hear the great ora-

tor exclaim: "You know that

law of humanity. Athenians,

which forbids a man to injure

another, even a slave, . . . and

you have punished with death

many who have violated it,"
2

we have a right to ask how

many times was it necessary

to repeat this word before it

entered into the conscience of

all civilized peoples. 3

In this community we meet

at every step the sykopkantes,

whom we do not sufficiently

despise. But it was the fault,

not of the men, but of the institutions of Athens, that this race so

swarmed there. It had its use in Athens, where there was no prose-

cuting officer, and only the action of a private individual could set

in operation the machinery of civil and criminal justice. Moreover,

1 Concerning the Crown, 267.

- Demosthenes, Against Midias, 45. An action could be instituted against tin- slave,

if he had acted on his own account. Id., Against Kalliklts. In tin- Third Philippic he

says again: -Your .-laves speak more freely than do citizens elsewhere" (Hermann, vol. ii.

>4. n. 8). And yet Demosthenes tells us the slave cost only 200 drachmas (Against

Spondias).
3 We even find, in his Oration against Pantenetes, a protest against the infliction of torture

upon the slave for the purpose of discovering the truth in a suit against a master This, if the

oration be authentic, i< the Bole instance of the kind among Attic orators.

* Vase-painting from Gerhard, Festgedanken an Winckelmann (1841), pi. ii, 1 (ef. Berichte

Ulier die Verhandl der konigl, s&chs. Gessellschafl der Wissenscha/len zu Leipzig, 1867, p. Ill,

and the not.- of Michaelis, p. 113). Not merely ornaments were painted on the funeral stela;

human figures and the portrait of the dead person were frequently depicted on it. .See, for

example, the article by A. Milchhofer, Gemalte Grabstelen, in the Mittheil. d. d. arcltaol. Instil.

in Athen, vol. v. (1880) pp. 164 et seq.

YOUNG MAN PAINTING A STELA.4
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the accuser incurred risk by his action, and if he did not obtain

a fifth part of the votes, his accusation was considered malicious.

In civil cases he paid to the other party the epobelia ; that is to sav,

a sixth of the sum for which he had brought suit. In criminal

cases he incurred a fine of a thousand drachmas, paid to the State,

and became incapable of bringing any similar accusation in future. 1

To prosecute, was therefore originally an act of civic fidelity, and

a serious matter for good citizens like Ephialtes ; later, it is true.

GREEK CART.-

prosecution became a trade, but it was always a dangerous one.

Aischines experienced this when he attacked Demosthenes.

Accusers and defenders were alike subject to a rule which

unfortunately has never prevailed elsewhere. This people of clever

speakers measured eloquence by the Td&psydra. In their judgment

the most difficult case ought to be pleaded in one session, and no

orator was allowed to put off the conclusion of his argument to

the morrow ; every case must be ended in a single da}T
.

3

With a political system carried to the very extreme of democ-

racy, Athens would be, we might suppose, a most tumultuous

city. But there was in the mind of its inhabitants a counter-

1 Dareste, Plaidoyers civils de D&mosthene, ii. 138. The penal system of fines was fol-

lowed in the Roman courts. (See History of Rome, vi. 64.) It has also been largely

employed in England, but with much less efficiency in France.

- Terra-cotta in the British Museum (from a photograph). This is a child's toy: the two

horses, the pole, and the driver's seat, are roughly indicated. The terra-cotta i< painted.

Cf. a cart drawn by a child in Stackelberg, Die Grtiber der ffellenen, pi. 17.

* There might be reply in civil cases, but none in criminal. See Demosthenes. Concerning

lit. Embassy, and II. Dareste, Plaidoyers polit. de Dim., ii. 197.
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poise against the passion fur change usually found in States when;

the multitude is supreme. The right of modifying a law had been

surrounded with such precautions that, notwithstanding the dema-

gogues, who would have taken pleasure in changing everything, and

in spite of the comic poets, who held nothing in respect, this

populace, so much subjected to the intrigues of politicians of every

YOTTTH VICTORIOUS IN A HORSE-RACE. 1

grade, preserved the sentiment of legality. In his Assembly of

Women, the great detractor of the Athenian people shows a citizen

submissive to an absurd decree " because the first duty of an

honest man is to execute the law."

We should also err in regarding the Athenians as a frivolous

and gossiping multitude ; one of Solon's laws made idleness pun-

ishable.2 " Poverty," says Thucydides, " is nothing disgraceful for

a man to confess, but not to escape it by exertion is disgraceful." 3

1 Vase-painting, from Gerhard, Auaerles. Vasenh., pi. 247 (reverse of a Panathenaic

amphora in the British Museum, No. 573 **). In the centre, on his horse, is the- young victor.

II. is preceded by a herald, who. addressing the judges, makes known to them the name of the.

victor : Avi/ttKerv 'Hi'rrof vuau (it is the horse of Dyneiketos that lias won the race). Behind the

horse a man is walking, who carries on his head a tripod, the prize of victory, and has a

wreath in his band.

- Demosthenes, Against Euboulides.
8

ii. 40. Xenophon, or rather Theophrastos, in tin' Oikonomikos, 3, says also, "Man, by

liis labor, brings prosperity into the house." And Plutarch mentions the astonishment of a

Spartan on hearing thai an Athenian citizen had been fined for idleness. In the Memorabilia,

III. vii. 6, Sokrates reminds Charmides that tin- assembly is composed of fullers, cobblers,
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And there was no lack of exertion. See the picture drawn by

Plutarch of the industrial activity of the Athenians in the time

of Perikles :
—

"That which gave most pleasure and ornament to the city of Athens,

and the greatest admiration and even astonishment to all strangers, and that

which now is Greece's only evidence that the power she boasts of and her

ancient wealth are no romance or idle story, was his construction of the

public and sacred buildings. . . . Perikles argued that it was with good

reason— now that the city was sufficiently provided and stored with all

SCENE OF COUNTRY LIFE. 1

things necessary for war— that the Athenians should employ their wealth in

such undertakings as would hereafter, when completed, give them eternal

honor, and for the present while in process, freely supply all the inhabitants

with plenty : . . . these vast projects of buildings and designs of works giving

employment to numerous arts, so that the part of the population which

remained at home might, no less than those that were at sea, or in garrison,

carpenters, copper-smiths, traffickers by sea and by land. Elsewhere he explains to Aris-

tarchos that it is better to follow a trade th?.n to live in idleness and be a burden to one's

family. Athenaios (xv. 34, p. 687, ed. of Schweighauser) says that Solon prohibited to Athenian

citizens one occupation only,— that of a dealer in perfumes.

1 Vase-painting from Dnbois-Maisonneuve, Introduction a I'Etude des vases peints, pL

liv. 3. Two peasants, carrying provisions and accompanied by two pi^s, are walking together.
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or on expeditions, have a fair and just occasion of receiving the benefit, and

having their share of the public moneys. The materials used were stone,

brass, ivory, gold, ebony, cypress-wood ; and the arts or trades that wrought

and fashioned them were smiths and carpenters, moulders, founders and

braziers, stone-cutters, dyers, goldsmiths, ivory-workers, painters, embroid-

erers. 1 turners; those again that conveyed them to the town for use, —
merchants and mariners and shipmasters, by sea; and by land, eart-

wrights, cattle-breeders, wagoners, rope-makers, flax-makers, shoe-makers and

leather-dressers, road-makers and miners. And every trade in the same

VINTAGE SCENE.2

nature — as a captain in an army lias his company of soldiers under him

— had its own hired company of journeymen and laborers belonging to

it, banded together to be, as it were, the instrument and body for the

performance of the service. Thus, to say all in a word, the occasions and

services of these public works distributed plenty through every age and

condition."

In presence of all this activity we seem to be in some modern

capital undergoing transformation by the enterprise of its inhabi-

tants. Our utilitarians have a saying: "When the builder's trade

prospers, everything prospers." Perikles would never have looked

at the matter thus ; his ideas were of a very different order. He

had indeed understood, as we have seen, twenty-four centuries

before our time, that public works were a pledge of the artisan's

1 Dc Ronchaud (La lapisserie dans Vanliqukf) shows the importance in Oreeee of the art

of tapestry-making.

2 Vase-painting from Gerhard, Auserl. Vasenhilder, pi. xv. Tin- vintage is gathered by

Silenoi : some, climbing the branches <>r trellis, gather tin- <_Tapes : one is carrying away a full

basket ; another is treading tin- grapes, and tin- juice tlows into a large vat.

vol.. ii. — 42
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comfort ; and this class were more numerous in Athens than is

usually supposed. But in his opinion art, and not merely utility,

was the principle and the end to be kept in view hi all these

public works. His masons worked in marble ; instead of houses,

he built temples ; and he desired to have his city radiant in

beauty, that the citizen might love her the better, and the stran-

ger respect her the more. If, as Bossuet says, and as the wisdom

of nations ought to say, "the true end of the science of govern-

A WOMAN AT WORK ON TAPESTRY. 1

ment is to make life comfortable and the individual happy," the

Athenian constitution in the time of Perikles attained success.

The Athenian people then, in their best days, were very unlike

the portrait usually drawn of them where Plato and Aristophanes

are the authorities. The philosopher, so scornful of a democracy.

saw in Athens only an idle, gossiping, and greedy multitude.

—

although its cupidity, satisfied with one or two obols a day, was

certainly of a very philosophic moderation. It was in the theatre,

in the presence of those whom he ridiculed and who repaid him with

applause, that the poet scoffs at the people-judge, the Pnyxian.

eater of beans,2 and the idlers of the assembly :
—

1 Vase-painting, from Stackelbenr, Die Griiher drr Hellenen, pi. 3.3. In tin- centre, a

woman is seated at work ; before her. another woman stands, looking at her; behind her. a ser-

vant carries an empty basket. (See p. 65 7.)

- In voting the Athenians made use of black ami white beans.
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•• ('.insider, therefore, how, when it is possible for you and all to be rich,

yon are in some way involved in difficulties by those who cheat the people on

every occasion. Who, though ruling over many cities, from the Euxine to

Sardis, derive not a morsel of benefit, except this which yon receive. And

this they always drop upon you as if from a fleece, by little and little, like oil,

just to keep life in you. For they wish you to be poor, and 1 will tell you

why, — that you may know your tamer, and then, when this fellow hisses you

on, having hounded you on against some of his enemies, you may spring upon

them ferociously. For if they wished to provide a livelihood for the people, it

would be easy ; if one ordered each of these to maintain twenty men, twenty

thousand of the commons would live on all dainties . . . enjoying things

worthy of their land and of the trophy at Marathon. But now, like olive-

gatherers, you go along with him who has the pay."

Elsewhere he shows Athens, exchanging her good old rustic

manners for a ruinous luxury. Here the Athenian of Solon's

time and he of the time of Alkibiades are represented by the old

worthy, Strepsiades, and his prodigal son, Pheidippides, lover of

horses ; the father^ is but a machine for paying the son's debts.

Waking in the night, on account of the anxiety these cause him,

the old man tosses restlessly upon his bed, and hears Pheidip-

pides, even in his sleep, talking of horses and of expenses.

;
' Ah !

" cries the unhappy father, " a demarch bites me." 1 Strep-

siades was an honest farmer, happy in his country home ; but

luxury and civilization attract him, as the moth is allured to

the candle.

" Alas !
" he says, addressing his sleeping son, " would that the match-

maker had perished miserably who induced me to marry your mother. For

a country life used to be most agreeable to me, dirty, untrimmed, reclining at

random, abounding in bees and sheep and oil-cake. Then I, a rustic, married

a niece of Megakles, from the city, haughty, luxurious, . . . perfumed with

ointment, extravagance, gluttony. . . . After this, when this son was born

to us, . . . she would take him in her arms and fondle him, saying, ' When
you, being grown up, shall drive your chariot to the city, like Megakles, with

a xystis' [a long state robe, for festivals]. But I used to say, ' Nay, rather,

when dressed in a leathern jerkin, you shall drive your goats from Phelleus,

like your father.' He paid no attention to my words, but poured a horse-fever

over my property."

1 As we should say, " the bailiff :
" hut the exclamation has a double meaning.
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In The, Knights, it is still the people who are ridiculed, as was

never the most indulgent of sovereigns. 15y way of answer to the

poet, we need onh* hear the words of a bitter foe of Athens,

as reported by an Athenian exile :
—

" The Athenians are an innovating people, quick to plan, and to

accomplish by action what the)' have designed. . . . They are bold even

beyond their power, and adventurous beyond their judgment, and san-

guine in dangers. . . . When they conquer their enemies, they earn-

out their advantage to the utmost ; and when conquered, tiny fall back

the least. Further, they use their bodies, as least belonging to them,

for the good of their country; but their minds, as being most peculiarly

their own. for achieving something mi her account. And what they

have planned, but not carried out, they think that in this they lose

something already their own; what they have attempted and gained, that

in this they have achieved but little in comparison witli what they mean

to do. . . . And in this way they labor, with toils and dangers, all

their life long; . . . and think it a feast if they gain their ends." 1

What then was this people whom an enemj- describes in words

like these? This people, who treated the slave kindly and made

the stranger welcome ; who secured a support to the aged ami

infirm, and esteemed the children whom war had made orphans

as henceforth the State's especial care; 2 who in the public square

erected an altar to Pity, where suppliants might come and suspend

fillets, for " alone of all the Greeks do the Athenians assign hon-

ors to Pity, although most useful of all the gods to the life of

man and human vicissitudes." 3 Histor}- can truly say, with Peri-

kles, that Athens, to gain men's admiration, has no need of a

Homer; the truth alone is sufficient to make her glorious.

1 Thucydides, i. 70. Address of a Corinthian to persuade the Spartans to fight. After

these words of an enemy, it is needless to quote the eulogy upon Athens uttered hy Perikles

(Thucydides, ii. 35-46); but what elevation of mind, what splendor of diction !

- This usage did not outlast the best days of Athens. Isokrates. On Peace. 82, and

Aischines, Against Ctesiphon, 154, speak of it as an obsolete custom.

3 Pausanias, i. 17, 1. One of the most serious minds of the present period, Ed. Zeller. the

author of Th Greek Philosophy, says (vol. ii. p. 450, of the French translation): " Athens, which

bj her brilliant valor had placed herself at the head of the Greek cities, feathering to herself

all the men famous by their talents and enthusiasm, entered upon the democratic path Hence

resulted progress singularly rapid in all the domains of the intellect, a keen emulation, a free

and fortunate development, which the noble mind of Perikles directed towards th.- highest ends.

Tims this city was able to attain, in the space of one generation, a degree of power, tame, and

intellectual development unparalleled in history."
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Aristophanes, who did not begin to write until three years

after the death of Perikles, had not the opportunity to attack

him in his lifetime; but there was too much wit in Athens for

men to sit contentedly in the shadow of the greatness of Perikles,

without taking revenge in satire. This is the attitude of the oppo-

sition in all prosperous times, and Aristophanes had precursors who

did not spare " the Olympian," " men

skilled in ridiculing that which all re-

spect, in satirizing the noblest." 1 Krati-

nos. a famous poet, called Perikles '-the

father of the gods, the greatest of tyrants.

the eldest son of the times and of cor-

ruption." Another called upon him to

swear publicly that he would not make

himself king, while Teleikleides declared

that he was already a king. His friends

were designated by the hated name

Peisistratidai. Aspasia, whom he had

married after repudiating his former

wife, was called " the new Omphale,"

or " Deianeira, who had mastered the

new Herakles." Others represented him

as " the king of satyrs," and set in circulation slanders as to

free-born Athenian women whom Perikles met at the studio of

Pheidias, and as to the wife of Menippos, " who had assisted her

husband to become strategos." The great statesman did not suffer

himself to be turned from his path by these clamors, which were

the penalty he paid for his fame and power. A law of 440 B. c.

to restrain the insolence of comic actors, cannot be with certainty

attributed to him; like all laws of this kind, it quickly fell into

desuetude, and two years later was abrogated by Epigenes.

However, at last there was observed to manifest itself in the

crowd that sentiment which led the peasant to say of Aristeides:

" I am tired of hearing him perpetually called 'The Just.' ' Those

who reproached Perikles with wasting the public money began to

1 Lucian, The Double Accusation, 33 : . . . htivovs avians (iruKpTopijo-ai ra aepvh xn'i

Xkevdaai ra opdais t\ovra.

• From a painted vase, in Staekelberg's Die Grdber der Hellenen, pi. 4.r>. This is a fune-

real stela.

STELA ORNAMENTED WITH FILLETS.2
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be listened to ; what was left of the aristocratic partv never for-

gave him for having completed their ruin by bringing the Athenian

democracy to such a height
;
priests and devotees affected to fear for

their gods the philosophic

audacities of his friends

;

and. as often occurs when

the public conscience is

disturbed, opposing fac-

tions united to overthrow

the man who stood in the

way of their individual

aims. Tbe sharpened ar-

row? of the comic poets

had been the prelude to

more serious attacks.

Public hostility first mani-

fested itself towards his

friends. Pheidias was ac-

cused of having retained

for himself a part of the

sold which he had re-

reived to use in the statue

of Athene. Perikles. ap-

prehending the probability

of such an attack, or

perhaps wishing that this

gold might be available

to the Athenians in any

future day of need, had

counselled the sculptor to

apply it to the statue in such a way that it might be removed

without harming the work. Pheidias was therefore easily able to

disprove this charge. But another was made against him : he

had represented himself on the shield of Athene with the face

1 Marble bust in tbe Louvre. We have already said (p. 5G4) that the hermes of the Vati-

can which bears the inscription ACHACIA could not be regarded as an authentic copy or as an

original portrait of Aspasia. The inscription on the pedestal seems to have been added with-

out reason. Bernoulli proposes the name of Aspasia for the bust represented here. There is

a second bust in the Museum of Berlin (Archaol. Zeil.. 1868, pp. 56 el seq., and pi. 8).

ASPASIA.1
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of an old man, and another figure was evidently Perikles. This

was sacrilege, according to the religious ideas of the time. Pheidias,

threatened possibly with a capital sentence, withdrew to Elis.
1

This condemnation, one of the unjust acts of the Athenian

people, was a defeat for Perikles and an encouragement to his

opponents. They obtained the passage of a decree

which made it treasonable to teach new doctrines

about divine things ;
- and then under this law ac-

cused Anaxagoras, one of the most intimate friends

of Perikles. More truly religious than were his

accusers, since his conception of the divinity 4 was

Ear purer than theirs, Anaxagoras was, like Galileo at a later

day. the victim of intolerance; he escaped from sentence of death

only by exiling himself to Lampsakos, where he died some years

later.

A charge of impiety was also brought against Aspasia. This

Milesian exercised at Athens, by her rare intellect and her beauty,

an influence which the noblest men of the time acknowledged.

Perikles felt the charm of the fair stranger to the degree that he

introduced her into his house as his wife. By reason of her for-

eign birth Aspasia could not become his wife by law, but he made

her so by a tie of affection which never changed. 5 In attacking

1 This is the substance of the story as told by Philochoros, who wrote a history of Athens.

Plutarch, four hundred years later than Philochoros, represents Pheidias as dying a prisoner

in Athens. See, upon this point, the discussion between Emerie David and Ronchaud. Phidias,

sa vie et ses ouvrarjes : Max. Collignon, Phidias, etc. Miiller-Striibing, in the Jahrbilcher fur

class. Philol. of 1x82. pp. 2S'J < l si i/., sees in these stories only legends, and is correct, (spe-

cially in the matter of the charge of theft. The annual ceremony of cleansing (see later,

Chapter XXI.) proves that the precaution taken by Pheidias was necessary anil habitual.
2 This is the decree presented by Diopithes : claayye'Weadai. tovs to 6ua /jlt) vo/ii^ovTas, J?

Xoyous ir€pt tosv furapcriuni hiSavKovrds (Plutarch, Perikles, 32).
3 Engraved stone of the Cabinet ,/,, France, No. 1,784.
4 See the history of Socrates in Chapter XXTY.
5 Upon the condition of the Greek woman in the earlier days, see Vol. I. Chapter V. § ii.

When the customs of a later age had shut her up in the gynaikaion, there happened to her what
always happens where the seclusion of women is established, — her intellect became as limited

U ber horizon. Between her and Iter husband there was no longer an interchange of ideas,

ami the latter, finding his home unattractive, — where, besides, he spent so little time.— sought
other associations. Hence arose a singular depravity in morals, incomprehensible in our day

;

and. i>n the other hand, a vast influence of certain women, beautiful, intellectual, and free.

Courtesans took the wife's place ; and for one whose influence was beneficial, how many must
only have enhanced the corruption in which they lived! Thus the flreek family perished:

and once dead, the State could not long survive it. Rome, when in the early days it was go
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her. the blow was therefore directed at Perikles. He was able to

protect her; but his enemies had the gratification of seeing the

greatest of Greek orators reduced to add tears to his arguments.

At last an attack was made upon himself, and he was called upon

to give account of his expenditures of the public money. But this

the people would not permit, and up to the latest day of their great

citizen's life they continued to honor in him the wisdom and in-

tellect that had so magnified the power of Athens. 1

strong, fell also when the courtesan eclipsed the matron, and Lais took the place of Lucretia.

The comic poets represent Aspasia as an hetaira : but Sokrates honors her. Xenophon mentions

her with respect, and Perikles treated her as his wife. Against testimony like this no other

can prevail.

1 In 444 B. c. the people sacrificed to him the leader of the aristocratic party. Tlmcvdides.

a relative of Kimon. who was banished by ostracism and withdrew to Sparta ; but Ephialtes,

who had aided Perikles in his reforms, was assassinated. Plutarch. Perikles, 14. from Aristotle.

2 Aphrodite, in a chiton with sleeves, a Stephanos on her head, holding a flower ami looking

at it. The goddess is seated in a chair decorated with two sphinxes. Reverse : Athene stand-

ing, in a sleeved chiton, the a^gis on her breast: she has a helmet with a triple aigrette;

on her right hand is a Victory holding a garland, and with her left hand she leans upon her

shield, which stands on the ground : in the field at the left is a tree-trunk. (Silver : weight

9.95 grammes. Collection de Luvnes. This is a coin of Tarsos or of Mallos in Kilikia. —
Imhoof-Bhimer, Monnaies grecques, p. 370, Xo. 76.)

APHRODITE AXD ATHENE.

-

END OF VOL. II.
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